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  St Mary Magdalen Church, Knighton 

 

  Sunday 20th September 2020 

 Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity    

                                        

Join us in prayer and worship this Sunday and through 

the week 

  

Collect 

  God, who in generous mercy sent the Holy Spirit 

 upon your Church in the burning fire of your love: 

grant that your people may be fervent 

 in the fellowship of the gospel 

that, always abiding in you, 

they may be found steadfast in faith and active in service; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
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 Welcome back into St Mary’s church building – step 2                                                                      

Today we have our second service of Holy Communion in the church  

building. Of course, as you’ll expect by now, because of the precautions 

we have to take the service will feel different. 

Firstly, in order to maintain social distancing, we have to limit the    

number of people who can attend each service; our current calculation 

is that we can seat 40 individuals, small households or ‘bubbles’ safely at 

any one time.   

Secondly, we are again using recorded music to help us praise God and 

reflect on what we are doing together. This comes from the singers of St 

Martin in the Fields, and we are fully within the appropriate copyright 

arrangements. 

 For the moment, the standard form of all our services will follow these 

restrictions: 

· please arrive early. You arrive you may have to queue for  a while - 

please  maintain  a distance of 2m from others; 

· please wear a face covering as you queue and all the time you are in 

the church - we have some extras for those who cannot obtain their 

own; 

· you will be  welcomed, asked to sanitise your hands, given a service 

sheet and directed to a seat  - please sit only in this place as we need to 

maintain distances and reduce movement; 

· we can only offer Communion ‘in one kind’, that is, the bread but not 

the wine. Rather than come to the altar rail you will be asked to make 

one line in front of the priest at the nave altar, spaced 2m apart, and 

then receive your wafer; 

 · you should keep your face mask on until you have your wafer and 

then as you move away please consume the wafer moving your mask as 
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little as possible; 

· the priest will take extra precautions through the service to ensure that 

the wafers are protected from possible contamination, and will wear a 

mask when social distancing is not possible; 

· after the service please keep your distance from others as you leave and 

do not linger in the building - sadly we can’t offer refreshments; 

· please take your service sheet home with you; 

· you will be asked to sanitise your hands as you leave; 

· when we have all gone the church building will remain unused for 72 

hours to eliminate any virus.; 

· if you should feel unwell with any of the symptoms of coronavirus in 

the two weeks following the service, as well as seeking medical advice, 

please leave a message at  the Parish Office so that we can inform others 

if need be. 

Please don’t feel too put off by these necessary precautions – through-

out history, and indeed around the world today, Christians have found 

themselves worshipping in many dangerous and unusual circumstances, 

making do with what they have and still praising God, as is our duty,  

calling and privilege. 

If you would like to attend our Eucharist on Sunday 27th September or 

the Harvest Festival on Sunday 4th October, please do phone the parish 

office (0116 270 2705) and leave a message which includes the names of 

any other  people who will sit with you because you are in the same 

household or bubble. If you find that you can no longer attend, please 

let James in the Office know so that we can release this place to      

someone else. In order to make our system manageable, in any one 

week James is only taking ‘bookings’ for the next two services.  

 Best wishes, Adrian 
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And a change of date for the Annual Meeting: We have had to 

change the proposed date for our Annual Parochial Church Meeting 

(APCM) from 4th October to SUNDAY 11th OCTOBER at 11am, in the 

church building. This is an important occasion when we review together 

the year that has passed (2019!) and elect our PCC and Church Wardens 

for the next year – obviously, the meeting was postponed much earlier 

in the year. 

As our Annual Meeting is open to the public we will make it possible for 

anyone at home to join through Zoom as well as coming to the meeting 

themselves. As we can only take 40 people or bubbles into the church 

building we will give priority to those who do not have internet access at 

home. It is important therefore to leave a message at the Church Office 

if you would like to come to the service on 11th (Eucharist) AND/OR if 

you would like to come to the Annual Meeting in the building rather 

than online. 

Church Wardens: At the APCM we will give a huge vote of thanks to 

Ros Matthew who is stepping down as Church Warden and moving 

away (more on Ros’ move elsewhere in the newsletter) – this leaves both 

our Church Warden roles vacant. Many of you will know how important 

this role is in the life of any church, and you can appreciate with so 

much in flux and change at the moment, that it is critical to have      

Wardens to assist the clergy and PCC. Please consider prayerfully who 

you can put forward for election and if you can stand yourself. Contact 

Adrian for further details. 

PCC Elections: This year our Deanery Synod representatives (Bob       

Rutland and David Stanyer) finish their terms of office, three other    

elected members of the PCC also finish their terms (Tanya Willis, Anne 

Squires and Mary Britton) and there are two places vacant from last year.  

As the PCC faces some important decisions over the coming months we 
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do need to fill these gaps with people who have a heart for our church  

and are ready to discuss, learn and make decisions about the future.  

Earlier in this year the PCC agreed to push ahead and discuss seven very 

significant developments in the life of the church – and to make key    

decisions about whether or not to go ahead in each case. These seven 

key proposals remain: 

 to begin regularly using a large portable screen for some services in 

church; 

 to establish a new Community Garden in the churchyard; 

 To employ a part-time Pioneer Children and Families Worker; 

 to create a new space for prayer in the All Souls Chapel; 

 to create a larger multi-use space at the west end of the church; 

 to take up the challenge of becoming an ‘Eco-church’; 

 to adopt a fresh approach to our support for mission, development 

and relief in the wider world. 

Our new PCC will make the decisions about each of these ideas. If 

you feel strongly about any of them then you should consider  

standing for election this year.         Nomination forms are available 

from the Church Office – please leave a message with James. Thank you 

- Adrian 
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Listening to God's Word 

Our Bible readings for Sunday 20th September are:  

Jonah 3.10 - end of chapter 4 

Jonah’s anger at the Lord’s compassion 

10 When God saw what they did and how they turned from their evil 

ways, he relented and did not bring on them the destruction he had 

threatened.  

4 But to Jonah this seemed very wrong, and he became angry. 2 He 

prayed to the LORD, ‘Isn’t this what I said, LORD, when I was still at home? 

That is what I tried to forestall by fleeing to Tarshish. I knew that you are 

a gracious and compassionate God, slow to anger and abounding in 

love, a God who relents from sending calamity. 3 Now, LORD, take away 

my life, for it is better for me to die than to live.’ 

4 But the LORD replied, ‘Is it right for you to be angry?’ 

5 Jonah had gone out and sat down at a place east of the city. There he 

made himself a shelter, sat in its shade and waited to see what would 

happen to the city. 6 Then the LORD God provided a leafy plant and made 

it grow up over Jonah to give shade for his head to ease his discomfort, 

and Jonah was very happy about the plant. 7 But at dawn the next day 

God provided a worm, which chewed the plant so that it with-

ered. 8 When the sun rose, God provided a scorching east wind, and the 

sun blazed on Jonah’s head so that he grew faint. He wanted to die, and 

said, ‘It would be better for me to die than to live.’ 

9 But God said to Jonah, ‘Is it right for you to be angry about the plant?’ 

‘It is,’ he said. ‘And I’m so angry I wish I were dead.’ 

10 But the LORD said, ‘You have been concerned about this plant, though 

you did not tend it or make it grow. It sprang up overnight and died 

overnight. 11 And should I not have concern for the great city of Nineveh, 

in which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand people 
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who cannot tell their right hand from their left – and also many animals?’ 

 

Matthew 20.1-16 

The parable of the workers in the vineyard 

20 ‘For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in 

the morning to hire workers for his vineyard. 2 He agreed to pay them a 

denarius for the day and sent them into his vineyard. 

3 ‘About nine in the morning he went out and saw others standing in the 

market-place doing nothing. 4 He told them, “You also go and work in my 

vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.” 5 So they went. 

‘He went out again about noon and about three in the afternoon and did 

the same thing. 6 About five in the afternoon he went out and found still 

others standing around. He asked them, “Why have you been standing 

here all day long doing nothing?” 

7 ‘“Because no one has hired us,” they answered. 

‘He said to them, “You also go and work in my vineyard.” 

8 ‘When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, 

“Call the workers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last ones 

hired and going on to the first.” 

9 ‘The workers who were hired about five in the afternoon came and each 

received a denarius. 10 So when those came who were hired first, they   

expected to receive more. But each one of them also received a           

denarius. 11 When they received it, they began to grumble against the 

landowner. 12 “These who were hired last worked only one hour,” they 

said, “and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden 

of the work and the heat of the day.” 

13 ‘But he answered one of them, “I am not being unfair to you, friend. 

Didn’t you agree to work for a denarius? 14 Take your pay and go. I want 

to give the one who was hired last the same as I gave you. 15 Don’t I have 
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the right to do what I want with my own money? Or are you envious be-

cause I am generous?” 

16 ‘So the last will be first, and the first will be last.’ 

 

Reflection: Matthew 20.1-16 

Christopher Smart was an Englishman born in 1722, a poet with a mixed 

reputation and a troubled personal life. “The Parables of Our Lord and 

Saviour Jesus Christ Done into Familiar Verse” was published in 1768. 

Smart ends Parable Ten , ‘The Lord of the Vineyard and the Labourers’, 

with these lines: 

According to the Lord's intent 

By this same penny here is meant, 

The crown of him that wins the race; 

The time of day's the time of grace. 

Some from their infancy begin 

To cleave to Christ, and flee from sin, 

As Samuel walk'd to God well known 

As soon as he could walk alone. 

Some must be strengthen'd ere they thrive 

In Christ, and ev'n their prime survive. 

Some are religious not before 

Their knees are weak, and heads are hoar. 

And others on a sick-bed lie, 

And there first call on Christ, and die. 

God's property is mercy still, 

And he can grant it when he will. 

He knows man's talent, and his pow'r. 



9 

Some lab'rers earn more in an hour 

Than others in a tedious space, 

And frustrate love and thwarted grace 

Thro' Christ the final doom may stave, 

And rise fructif'rous from the grave. 

Smart’s own troubled life and the ebb and flow of faith throughout it, 

have clearly shaped his understanding of the parable. We might want to 

re-work some of his approach, but he does leave us with some penetrat-

ing reflections. 

He wants us to see that everyone has the opportunity to respond to 

God’s call – and that in God’s eyes we are all equally valued, whether we 

respond early in life (like Samuel), in midlife (our ‘prime’), when older 

(‘heads are hoar’ like frost), or on our ‘sick bed’. 

‘The time of day’s the time of grace’ – today is the day that God calls to 

us, whatever day it is. Respond we must, if we are to rise with Christ and 

be fruitful, both in our life here and now, and in the life to come.  

Perhaps you feel much of your life to have been ‘a tedious space’ or your 

experience to have been marked by ‘frustrate love and thwarted grace’ – 

Jesus tells us in this parable that, through God’s mercy and kindness, it is 

never too late to redeem the past.  Have you yet responded to God’s call 

with your own clear ‘yes Lord!’ of commitment? Today is the day of God’s 

grace.  

‘O Lord my God, I believe in you, Father, Son and Holy Spirit… enable me 

to remember you, to understand you, and to love you. Amen.’   

(St Augustine) 

Adrian 
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Wanted! 

 

 

New Church Wardens  
 

Essential Qualities 

 

 a heart for St Mary’s Church – the people and the  building –         

and  our community 

 a belief that God’s future for us is bright 

 the ability to work with others (inc. the Vicar!) 

 a commitment for 1-3 years. 

 

It could be YOU! 

Don’t be put off by: 

 your age or gender 

 being a ‘newcomer’ 

 being an ‘old hand’ 

 not being ‘practical’ 

 not being ‘spiritual’. 

 

What to do next 

 talk to God 

 talk to your friends 

 talk to Ros Matthew, any previous Warden or to Adrian. 
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Wanted! 

New  PCC members 
Our Annual Meeting to elect Church Wardens and Church Council (PCC) 

members is scheduled for Sunday 4th October at 11.30am in the 

Church—God willing!  

 

The PCC is the main decision making body in the parish and a portion of 

it’s members are elected every year, usually for a three year term. It’s 

chief responsibility, along with the minister, is to promote the mission of 

God in our community, through outreach, service, worship and care for 

the buildings and resources entrusted to us. 

 

At this point in the growth and development of St Mary’s, with the   

challenges that we face following the pandemic, it is important that we 

have Church Council members who can reflect all the views and          

experiences of our  congregation and wider church family. You do not 

need to be an expert in anything but you do need to have the best     

interests of the church and the community at heart, being willing to     

listen, discuss and make key decisions. 

 

Please consider if this might be God’s calling to you, or to someone you 

know. More details coming soon! 
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Revision of Electoral Roll    The revision of the Roll will be completed 

on Saturday, September 26th. Please return completed  application forms 

to Eileen McKellican (37 Knighton Church Road) by that date. The revised 

Roll will then be published and available for inspection, in case of any   

errors, but no further names can be added until after the APCM on      

October 11th. 

 

Thank you to all who have sent messages of support, to both myself and 

Patrick over the past few weeks. Your messages, prayers and words of 

encouragement are very much appreciated. Sue Holligan.   

 

Ride and Stride   Flick ventured out on Saturday 12th September and 

walked from 10 am to 4 pm (with a lunch break!) visiting 12 churches, 

starting with St Guthlac's and ending at St Mary's. Churches  "open" were 

mostly shut with sign-in sheets, except St John the Baptist. Their door 

was covered with beautiful photos of the church interior - but no sheet, 

so they will never know who saw and appreciated  them. ( I did!).       

Clarendon Park Congregational, St James the Greater, St Nicholas, the 

Cathedral and Bishop Street Central Methodist Church all had people 

greeting visitors. Wonderful! I even got offered a spade at the            

Congregational where John (the minister) was hosting a gardening party, 

but was well able to resist the temptation. Any sponsors welcome. 

(Flick  2702810 )  

 

Online Services-NOW LIVE   Now we are returning to worship in person, 

we will be ceasing the recorded online services for now. However,    

mindful of those unable to attend worship, we would like you to attend 

online and from Sunday this can be accessed from 10am on the Mary 

Magdalen YOUTUBE channel. Please see this link below. The service will 

be live at 10am but stay on on the channel for those who watch it later. 

(Also available to watch on the St Mary's Website) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ryrtNMrUv3U 



13 

Church Family News 

The Revd Matthew Gough - Priest! Many thanks to everyone who  

supported Matthew in their prayers on Sunday last as we ordained into 

the priestly ministry at our Cathedral, and to all who came to church on 

Wednesday evening as he presided at Holy Communion for the first 

time. Your generosity has also meant that we are giving Matthew the gift 

of some especially designed and hand made priests stoles - as they are 

unique it will be a while before they are ready but he has promised to 

show the off to us all when they arrive! Adrian 

Farewell to Ros Matthew: It is with real sadness, but also gratitude, that 

we say farewell to Ros this Sunday morning (20th). As Ros has written in 

the Benefice Magazine, the time has come for here to return to her     

beloved Antigua for good, and finally she has been able to wind up   

everything here in the UK to make it possible. Ros has been part of St 

Mary's for many years and has done sterling work as Church Warden, 

with her calm organisation and welcoming persuasive smile.  Personally 

I'm very grateful for the unstinting support she's shown to me since 

2017. We will say a goodbye in the service today, give her some small 

gifts on behalf of everyone (easy to carry on the plane!) and pray for 

God's blessing on her now and in the future. Thank you Ros! Travel well 

and enjoy being 'home'. Adrian 

Musicathon postponed once more: With great regret the PCC decided 

this week that under the current and frequently changing Government 

restrictions we ought not to go ahead with the Musicathon in aid of the 

Spire Appeal. The Guidance is not explicit about such events in churches, 

but as the spirit of the restrictions on our common life is clearly to        

reduce the number of informal, social gatherings wherever possible, and 

given that the number of people contracting the corona virus at the   

moment is rising, we thought it best to postpone once again. The PCC 

are very grateful to Lorna Kirk the organiser, for her persistence and    

determination to make this event happen and to raise money for the 

Spire Appeal, and for the energy and time that she has already put into 

the Musicathon. We all look forward to better times in the future when 

we can resume such gatherings once more. Adrian 
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 Contact details:   

 Vicar: Adrian Jones       0116 270 4268 or 07584 954414 

 Email: adrian.jones@zoho.com (day off normally Friday) 

 Assistant Curate: Revd Matthew Gough  07754 961997 

 Email: revgough@gmail.com   (day off normally Friday) 

 Revd Aphro McCullough:     0116 283 7887   

 Email: aphro.mccullough@btinternet.com 

 Revd Canon Dr Stephen Foster 

 Email: safpta6@gmail.com    07966 376905 

 Revd Janet Gasper 

 Email: janet.gasper@hotmail.co.uk  0116 288 9646 

 Reader: Fiona Wingate 

 Email: Fiona.wingate@talktalk.net  07515 752954 

 Churchwarden: Rosalind Matthew  

 Parish Administrator: James Gutteridge  0116 270 2705                                                    

 Email: office@knightonparish.co.uk 

 The Parish Office is now open again from 9.30am until 2.30pm,     

 Tuesday to Friday. Please feel free to phone James or to email. If you 

 need to visit the Office, please let James know you’re coming and 

 wear face coverings as per the Government guidelines. Thank you. 
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PLANNED GIVING SCHEME 

Regular giving is an integral part of our church life   supporting our day to day 

costs, ministry and mission.   A good way to achieve this is through a               

weekly envelope or a monthly bank standing order as part of our Planned Giving 

Scheme. Scheme  details can be obtained from Lorna Pollard, Planned                 

Giving Scheme Secretary: telephone 01162704272 or   email:   

stmarysknighton.giving@gmail.com. If you are a taxpayer   and gift aid your giving, 

our church can claim an additional 25%.    

 

During the current Coronavirus pandemic please put aside your weekly         

offerings ready to bring to church when things return to something like     

normal.  The costs of the church are largely  unchanged even though we      

cannot meet, so your regular giving is extremely important to our collective 

'health' and the mission of God here.                                        

 

Keeping in touch and sharing worship together remotely. 
 

On-line worship Each Sunday  we aim to have a short recorded, reflec-

tive act of worship by members of St Mary’s  congregation on both the          

website and our Facebook page—do  have a look and join in worship    

together.  

Wednesday Compline (Night Prayer) -  Each week we are meeting    

virtually for Compline at 8pm on Wednesday. It has proven to be a  

meaningful way to have fellowship and prayer together as well as being 

quite good fun, especially as we find our feet with the technology and 

with more people joining us every week. 

You can join by just phoning up and inputting the code or using 'Zoom'                             

online. It has been democratic with several voices joining in with a line                                       

of liturgy each. If you would like to participate with a speaking part,                                      

please do contact Matthew by 4pm on Wednesday. 

To join by phone only, call this number  0131 460 1196 and when  

prompted input Meeting ID: 746 767 4408  

To join by Zoom on the internet, go to this address and click ’Open 

Zoom’   https://leccofe.zoom.us/j/7467674408 

https://leccofe.zoom.us/j/7467674408
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Please pray….. "And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of 

prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on 

praying for all the Lord’s people. "  (Ephesians 6.18)      

Praying for the World: please pray for the speedy discovery of an       

effective vaccine against Covid19, the corona virus. Pray that vaccines 

will be widely and cheaply available in all parts of the world and that   

nations and drug companies will act with generosity and compassion in 

assisting the world's poorest communities.  

 

Praying for the Church: pray for all those who were ordained last week-

end in Leicester Cathedral, including our own Matthew, and for the wis-

dom, insight and energy of all church leaders as they face complicated 

practical questions arising from the pandemic.  

 

Praying for the Parish: Please pray for the peace and well-being of all 

those who live on Southland Road, Portisdown Road, Ventnor Road 

South, Wimbourne Road, Ring Road, Ryde Avenue. 

 

Praying for those in need: 

We pray for all those who are unwell at the moment, whether in body. 

mind or spirit, and all those with troubling investigations and diagnoses.  

Please do continue to pray for Gil Parsons, Charlotte Muddimer,     

Gary Joynes, Anne Squires, Ed Groves, Bob Newell, Sue Holligan and 

their  families. We pray for all those on our parish 'Continuing Prayer' list.  

May they know the power of God's healing love at work in their lives   

today. 

 

We give thanks for those who have been healed and restored. 

We remember those who have died recently and pray for their families 

and friends. We remember all those whose anniversaries fall at this time.  

 

Jesus said “Come to me, all you who are weary and carrying heavy      

burdens, and I will give you rest.” Matthew 11.28. 


