
Agenda item 11(i) 
 

 

ST MARY MAGDALEN, KNIGHTON PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the meeting held on 9th March 2017 in the Narthex. 
 
Present: Revd Adrian Jones (Chairperson), Simon Britton, Mary Britton, Patrick 

Holligan, Gary Hunt, Lorna Kirk, Rosalind Matthew, Bob Rutland, Nigel 
Siesage, Brian Small, David Stanyer, Doreen White. 

 
Apologies: Revd Neil Bullen, Susan Holligan, Lorna Pollard. 
 
 

994 Welcome: Revd Adrian opened the meeting with a reflection and prayer based on verses 
from chapter 1 of Paul’s letter to the Thessalonians. 

 

   
995 Management Accounts:  
 The Treasurer outlined the significant points in the outturn for 2016.  Despite the annual 

renewal programme income from regular giving was lower than 2015 by approximately 
£700, with total income down to £85,046 from £87,401 in 2015. 
Costs had also risen with total expenditure rising to £94,037 from £92,788 in 2015. 
The income from the Parish Centre had increased from £9,979 to £11,602; giving a 
surplus after exceptional items of £4,862 (£5,525 in 2015). 

 

   
996 Annual Report and Statutory Accounts:  
 New guidance from the Church of England had been issued in January 2017 to reflect 

current requirements of the Charities Commission; the main consequence of which was 
the requirement to demonstrate the public benefit provided by each charity.  The annual 
report for 2016 now reflected the new guidance and would result in some changes to the 
APCM documentation. 
It was noted that reserves had increased, largely due to a revaluation of investments, but 
there was a risk of values falling in the future.  The level of free reserves held (£180,000) 
was higher than the PCC policy (£134,000) but there were a number of funding 
requirements identified in the annual report which would significantly deplete the 
reserves. 
The statutory accounts showed a gain on revaluation of reserves of £13,786 giving total 
reserves, including the value of Holbrook Hall, of £749,596. 
It was resolved that the annual report and statutory accounts be accepted.  Proposed 
by Patrick Holligan, seconded by Nigel Siesage and carried unanimously. 
The Treasurer was warmly thanked for his hard work in managing the accounts and his 
clear explanation. 

 

   
997 Budget 2017:  
 The Treasurer outlined the proposed PCC budget for 2017.  It was assumed that there 

would be a small increase in giving from £68,966 to £70,250 and it was noted that both 
planned giving and use of the blue envelopes with donor details should be encouraged to 
maximise tax reclaim from HMRC. 
Total income was expected to rise from £85,046 to £86,450 but the increased 
expenditure, including a committed increase in diocesan contribution, would result in an 
increase in expenditure from £94,037 to £95,936 resulting in a deficit of £9,486.  After a 
modest increase in income from the Parish Centre and exceptional items it was expected 
that the total outturn for the year would be a deficit of £12,426 compared with a surplus of 
£4,862 in 2016. 
It was resolved that the proposed budget for 2017 be adopted.  Proposed by Lorna 
Kirk, seconded by Brian Small and carried unanimously. 
 
It was noted that fees for 2017 had been agreed at the December PCC. 
 
The proposed clergy expenses were approved without amendment. 
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998 SEMP:  
 Members received a paper from SEMP regarding future funding of the Edge project.  The 

terms of the Diocesan Growth Fund had been modified to allow a further period of support 
for projects and a bid had been proposed by SEMP to establish stage 3 of the Edge 
project subject to continued support from parishes.  Some concern was expressed 
regarding the leadership arrangements for SEMP and the benefit to mission at St Mary’s.  
It was noted that members had been invited to visit the Edge project.  John Raven had 
agreed to continue as convenor of SEMP pending a replacement for Revd Richard 
Bonney.  Revd Adrian indicated that he expected he and the newly appointed vicar of St 
Christopher’s would be active contributors to the partnership.  It was agreed that a full 
debate should take place at a future meeting, possibly with input from John Raven. 
It was resolved that support for the project at a cost of £3,000 be agreed for each of 
2018 and 2019.  Proposed by Lorna Kirk, seconded by Doreen White and carried 
unanimously. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Vicar 

   
999 APCM Arrangements:  
 It was reported that a commercial booking had been made for the Parish Centre on 30th 

April and it would not be possible, therefore, to hold a parish lunch in the Centre on this 
occasion.  It was agreed that the APCM should be held in church and commence at 11.30 
am to be followed immediately by a short PCC meeting to appoint officers and sub-
committee convenors.  There would be no formal crèche and no lunch would be held on 
this occasion. 

 
 
 
 
 
Sec 

   
1000 Narthex floor:  
 A report from the Church Architect on the tenders received for the repair of the floor was 

discussed.  It was noted that VAT should be recoverable through the Listed Places of 
Worship scheme.  Despite some concerns at the potential uncertainty of the final cost it 
was resolved to proceed with an application for Archdeacon’s approval based on the 
tender from Frank Goulding Ltd for option 2.8 (asphalt floor reinstatement) at a cost of 
£5,399.90 (plus VAT and fees).  Proposed by Brian Small, seconded by Lorna Kirk and 
carried unanimously. 

 
 
 
 
 
Sec 

   
1001 Church dates:  
 The list of proposed dates was received.  It was noted that St Mary’s had been invited to 

host the Archdeacon’s visitation to be held on 16th May at 7.30 pm.  The Area Dean would 
supply further details in due course but an organist and refreshments in church were 
required. 
Harvest Thanksgiving would be revisited to confirm the date. 
The date of the Giving Scheme Renewal Sunday should be determined and included in 
the revised list. 

 
MB, 
SFRG 
 
Sec, 
Vicar, 
Treas 

   
1002 Parish Centre Management Policy:  
 Members considered the revised draft policy and agreed that the current draft reflected 

the wishes of the PCC; however, the clause restricting use for non-Christian worship 
should be reworded to be concise and practically helpful.  A revised clause would be 
prepared and circulated for approval. 

 
 
Sec 

   
1003 Standing Committee minutes:  
 The members of the Standing Committee present approved the minutes of the held on 2nd 

February 2017. 
 

   
1004 Change of name of benefice:  
 It was noted that the Bishop of Leicester had signed an Order under section 17 of the 

Mission and Pastoral Measure 2011 to change the name of the benefice from ‘Saint Mary 
Magdalen Knighton’ to ‘The Benefice of Knighton’. 

 

   
1005 Minutes of previous meetings:  
 The minutes of the meeting held on 19th January 2017 were approved as a correct record  
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and signed by the Chairperson.  
   
1006 Action points not listed elsewhere:  
 916 Maintenance of Hilda Dible grave. Full report on grave maintenance to June 

meeting. 
PH/ 
Treas. 

 921 Investigate Knighton Ward 
community grants. 

On hold pending further proposals for 
refurbishment of Parish Centre. 

 
PH 

 945 Repointing of west end of church. Quotation accepted by Buildings Group now 
awaiting availability of contractor. 

 
SB 

 974 Silence in church before services. Implemented.  
 978 Easter leaflets. Under review. Vicar 
 979 Open church. Pending further discussion. Vicar 
 980 Arrange welcomers for special 

services. 
In hand. PH/RM 

 981 Garden of Remembrance. Revised rules to be published. 
Agree action on non-compliant memorials. 

PH 
Vicar 

 982 Churchyard bequests. No Charity Commissioners comments received.  
Proceed with reconfiguration of bequest funds.  
Further report to June meeting. 

 
BS/ 
Treas. 

 984 Distribute scheme of delegation Done.  
 987 Update safeguarding 

requirements. 
Updated co-ordinator’s DBS certification required. Vicar 

   
1007 Youth Group:  
 The annual report of the joint youth group would be submitted to the APCM for 

information. 
Sec 

   
1008 Deanery Synod:  
 A report from Bob Rutland was received.  The Bishop of Leicester had led an informative 

and thought provoking meeting on 7th March.  Although there often appeared to be little 
tangible output from meetings they were a valuable opportunity for discussion of shared 
problems. 

 

   
1009 Safeguarding:  
 The Vicar would be required to sign the policies as the new incumbent. Sec 
   
1010 Health and Safety:  There were no new issues to report.  
   
1011 Minutes of sub-groups:  
 Minutes of the following groups were noted: 

a. Renewal Group 28
th
 July 2016 

b. Social and Fundraising Group 15
th
 Aug., 19

th
 Sept., 24

th
 Oct. 2016, & 23

rd
 Jan. 2017 

c. Buildings Group 19
th
 January 2017 

 

   
1012 Thanks:  Revd Adrian expressed his thanks to the PCC and Patrick and Ros in particular, 

for their work to keep the parish functioning during the vacancy. 
 

   
1013 Date and Time of Next Meeting:  
 Sunday 30th April 2017 in church on conclusion of the APCM.  
   
 The meeting closed with the Grace.  

 
 
 

Signed:  Date:  

 


