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B e n e f i c e  M a g a z i n e  

BREAKING NEWS! Teenagers spotted lurking in the pews! 
 

ou may have picked up on the 
rumours that at least five 
teenagers have popped up in and 

around St Mary’s recently. I have 
managed (and it’s not been easy with all 
their studying and extra-curricular 
activities!) to get them together on 
three occasions, often at the vicarage, 
to get to know each other better and to 
work on some creative projects. 

 

Our first gathering was to go to the 
‘Silent Disco under the Moon’ at 

Leicester Cathedral during October half 
term. Despite the girls, let alone me, 
increasing the average age attending 
(mostly families with younger children), 
they had a fun time choosing between 
three different soundtracks on their 
headphones to boogie along to. 

Next, they designed their Christmas 
Tree Festival contribution using words 
and images from a Manga (Japanese 
cartoon) Nativity booklet. 

Most recently, we put together a 
display of items and an ideas board for 
our third Sunday theme of the Climate 
Crisis.  (More pictures on p11). 

Do introduce yourself to Eleanor, 
Emma, Constance, Abbie and Lydia. 
They are great fun, have much to teach 
us about life and faith, and it’s good to 
have them as part of our church! 

Alison Roche

Y 

This issue includes … Vicar’s letter, p2; 
The Bible Speaks Today, p3, The vision 
for St Mary’s, p6; Sermon for Lent, p8; 
Snowdrop walk, p9; Small Talk, p10; 
Mothers’ Union, p14; Messy Church, 

p17 … and much more. 
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Vicar’s letter  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Friends, 

“A Newspaper not a Snoozepaper” was 
the advertising slogan for one of our 
national papers a few years ago – I 
doubt that anyone could have snoozed 
through the news that has swirled 
around us in the first few months of this 
year! 

With so much happening on the 
international stage, and seemingly 
beyond our personal control, we could 
be forgiven for wanting to hunker down 
and hibernate until it has all blown over 
and things are ‘back to normal’.  

But to retreat from the world, however 
appealing it feels, would be a mistake on 
two counts. Firstly, the issues facing us 
as communities, nations, and together 
as the human race, are simply not going 
to go away…. if we do get back to 
‘normal’ it will be a new normal rather 
than the comfortable world we have 
known.  

Secondly, a retreat from the world and 
its issues would be the very opposite of 
what God has done. A relatively short 
time ago we celebrated Christmas, 
when God took on our humanity and 
‘moved into the neighbourhood’. The 
messy, complicated, suffering world of 

human life is where God has chosen to 
live too – and more than that, he has 
shown us that he is completely 
committed to redeeming and rescuing 
this world and its people: 

• the road back to God for us all has 
been opened through the death and 
resurrection of Jesus; 

• we have strength and help for the 
journey through the presence of the 
Holy Spirit in our lives; 

• and together God calls us to be part 
of the solution, working with his help 
to tackle the evils and injustices that 
human folly has created. 

There is much that we can all do 
practically to address the mess of the 
world, but those of us who have time 
and fewer family or work commitments 
are in an especially privileged position – 
we have the opportunity to worship and 
to pray.  

Worship proclaims to the world who is 
really in charge – that God is bigger than 
our issues and has first claim on all of 
creation, including ourselves. There is 
nothing more important we can do than 
worshipping together with our Christian 
brothers and sisters. 

Prayer is God’s gift to us, his invitation 
to join him in the work of re-creating the 
broken world we live in. In his goodness 
and wisdom God releases power and 
healing into the world when we pray – 
but it is held back if we don’t or won’t. 

Can I encourage you then, not to go for 
another ‘duvet day’? Instead let’s wake 
up to the challenges that face us, and 
worship, pray and act together, “with 
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the Bible in one hand and a newspaper 
in the other”.* 

Yours in friendship and Christ’s service, 

Adrian 

* The theologian Karl Barth is attributed 

as saying “We must hold the Bible in one 

hand and the newspaper in the other.” 

 

The Bible Speaks Today 

any Christians over the 
centuries have found that the 
Bible speaks profoundly 

about their own lives, and that through 
it God guides and shapes us to live his 
way. With this conviction I’ll introduce a 
short Bible passage to you in each 
edition of the magazine this year, with a 
reflection on how it speaks to us today. 
Adrian Jones 
Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthian 
Church, chapter 12 

12 Just as a body, though one, has many 
parts, but all its many parts form one 
body, so it is with Christ. 13 For we were 
all baptized by one Spirit so as to form 
one body.  

15 Now if the foot should say, “Because I 
am not a hand, I do not belong to the 
body,” it would not for that reason stop 
being part of the body. 16 And if the ear 
should say, “Because I am not an eye, I 
do not belong to the body,” it would not 
for that reason stop being part of the 
body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, 
where would the sense of hearing be? If 
the whole body were an ear, where 
would the sense of smell be? 18 But in 
fact God has placed the parts in the 

body, every one of them, just as he 
wanted them to be. 19 If they were all 
one part, where would the body 
be? 20 As it is, there are many parts, but 
one body. 

27 Now you are the body of Christ, and 
each one of you is a part of it. 

This is a well-known picture used by St 
Paul to encourage all of us to play our 
part in the life of the church; each of us 
has gifts that we are called to use for the 
benefit of everyone, and to neglect this 
is to diminish the church, and so 
diminish Christ’s mission in the world. 

What has struck me recently are the 
things that St Paul does not say… 

He does not compare the church to an 
army, with a General at the top issuing 
orders that are then cascaded down 
through other officers to the ranks 
where they must be carried out 
unthinkingly – instead, as Christians we 
are to take responsibility together for 
the health of the church. 

Paul does not compare the church to a 
business, where employees are given 
targets for sales or production, and face 
being fired if they don’t shape up and hit 
those targets – instead, as Christians we 
are given our gifts and talents for God to 
use without preconditions and limits, 
but also without fear that our 
weaknesses will be used against us. 

Paul does not compare the church to a 
factory production line, where various 
ingredients are fed into one end and a 
relentless unvarying process then 
churns out identical products at the 
other end – instead, as Christians we are 

M 
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to recognise and rejoice in the 
differences between us and all that we 
can learn from each other and give to 
each other. 

Rather, Paul compares the church to a 
body – a living and interdependent 
network of parts that only find their true 
purpose and direction when they are 
working together, each in their own 
unique way and for the benefit of the 
whole body. Surely he would also be 
asking each of us if we know what our 
unique gifts are, and, critically, if we  are 
using them for the benefit of the whole 
of Christ’s body, the church? 

Adrian 

Re-fuel the school run 

Pop Up Deli & Celtic Meditation 

hen the schools start back 
after Easter, we plan to re-
run this successful morning 

outreach, which seeks to bless both 
those on the school run and people 
starting their working day. We ran this 
each Wednesday in November from 
8.45-10am in partnership with specialist 
local producers' Deli from Carlton Drive.  

We attracted between 20-30 people 
each week. Some came just for the 
morning meditation, some for the 
pastries but most for the freshly roasted 
coffee! The nursery workers from the 
parish centre looked forward to it as 
their weekly treat. Some regulars 
enjoyed starting work later to meet 
friends over croissants and coffee.  

 

The Celtic Meditation is a light and 
natural way to introduce people to 
Christian prayer and a peaceful start to 
the day ahead. 

 

I am grateful to the faithful service of 
Sue Holligan, Andrew Oldershaw and 
Ida Stanyer without whom the Re-fuel 
mission would not happen. So, from late 
April look out for the Pop Up Deli and 
join us for morning Celtic Meditation.  

Matthew 

Poems 

Harming the planet?  each other 
and ourselves 

 
Friday sunrise, all poppies.  A paler sky 

W 
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Soon, all grapefruit clouds in a chorus 
line 
Around.  Today, bluster-beast spits, 
now low, now high, 
On windows: fire or flood, surely folly-
sign. 
 
So much like our lives, hopes battered 
by sin 
Over and over, seeming harmless and 
small 
Then; ticking underground.  So our 
wishes win 
Blood-fed poppies; how many ways we 
fall! 
 
Veronica Brown 
 

Questions, Cake and 
Compline 

n our second "Questions, Cake and 
Compline" on 2nd February at St 
Guthlacs, our format seemed 

familiar: the friendly welcome, (with 
welcome cake and beverages!); an 
interesting topic that needed some 
attention to tease out; and most 
importantly a relaxed and ready group 
of people, eager to engage in debate 
and to consider the views of others.  

The 22 of us were split amongst 3 tables, 
and asked to address ‘Faith &  Politics: 
Staying Silent, Speaking Out’.  Rev 
Matthew circulated some questions for 
us to consider: "in the week that we 
leave the EU have religious 
communities been muffled on EU 
Brexit?", and "should faith communities 
take sides? what are the consequences 
of this?", and "could staying silent be 

interpreted as supporting the status 
quo?  is this political?"  Each table 
discussed a slightly different aspect, 
though seemed to spend most time on 
the topic of "Christians and Structure", 
covering such matters as: is it enough to 
feed the hungry, or should we seek to 
put right unfairness in society? and, if 
politics alone cannot create a fair 
society, how should faith be engaged?  

As at our first meeting, there was a good 
mix of people. They were not at all 
"muffled on Brexit", but were "ready to 
take sides in an argument", and 
certainly did not "stay silent" on matters 
that were important to them!  Although 
our views were varied, some common 
themes emerged. For example, most 
present thought that their faith and 
politics were strongly connected, and 
wished to apply in society what they 
held in their beliefs about human rights, 
human dignity, and the need to 
challenge the more selfish aspects of 
modern life. There was another strong 
view that they and the church needed 
to model how to discuss widely 
different views without conflict. 

Many good points were raised, though 
a few topics remained incompletely 
illuminated.  Some thought we might 
even meet again after a period of 
digestion and reflection to revisit 
them.  After 45 minutes or so Rev 
Matthew called us to order, and asked 
each table for a summary of the views 
expressed - a difficult task! After the 
flowing, and sometimes fiery (...but 
definitely not furious ...) earlier 
discussion, we settled to our service of 
Compline. This time we used the Celtic 

I 
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Daily Prayer from The Northumbrian 
Community.  Our ears and hearts were 
soothed by the gentle, and folk-poetic 
verse; a lovely impromptu prayer was 
contributed by a new friend, who had 
heard about our meeting through the 
internet.  If only our politicians could 
meet in this communicative, and 
companionable frame of mind - who 
knows what they might achieve?  

Our next meeting on Sunday 3rd May at 
4.00pm plans to discuss the topic of 
‘Faith and sex, gender and 
sexuality'.   Please join us to discuss, or 
simply just listen to others views on this 
important topic. If you have more 
questions or topics please let Rev 
Matthew or Tina know. 

Chris Bullough 

 

Come on Flick - Get Woke!! 

 
Reading the latest edition of "Shaped", I 
realised that modern Christianity is 
definitely passing me by. 

I read (page 12) that if I felt incapable of 
praying for all the injustices of the 
world, I should try "picking up some 
sticks and making a holy noise". Oh 
dear. I can't think what a "holy noise" 
might sound like, but I am pretty sure if 
I tried it, everyone would call it an 
"unholy row"! Help! 

Flick (Felicity) Titley 

 

 

“Neither Rashly nor Timidly” 
Building on the vision at St Mary’s 

 
hings often move slowly in Church life … it is partly due to our nature as an 
‘organisation’ chiefly of volunteers, partly due to the busyness of our seasonal 
pattern of activity, and partly due to an inertia that kicks in when change is 

discussed. 

However, our PCC at St Mary’s has agreed to discuss in more detail seven specific 
changes that could prove to be significant steps forward in our life together and in 
reaching out to others in our community ... but you may disagree!  

The goal is our vision of ‘Faith for Life’, and the five objectives we have: 

• to worship God well  

• to explore and follow the way of Jesus  

• to connect better with our community  

• to welcome everyone as equally valued  

• to share our faith in Jesus with others 
 

T 
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Each proposal will need much more detailed discussion and consultation with you all -  
there will rightly be lots of questions, and it is only together that we can discern, under 
God, the right way ahead.  
 
For the moment, let me describe the specific proposals and reassure you that there 
will be plenty of opportunities to give your feedback to me and the PCC…. 

Proposal One – to use a portable screen to improve worship and teaching in church 
by projecting words, songs and images, principally for All Age services and on the Third 
Sunday. The aim is to have a screen for trial by the end of April 2020. 

Proposal Two - to establish a new community garden on the site of the former 
‘gardener’s hut’ in the churchyard, for cultivation by local volunteers. The first aim is 
to form a group of those interested, from both local community and church, by Easter 
2020.  

Proposal Three – to employ a part-time Pioneer Children’s Worker to initiate and 
develop new ways for local children and families to explore the way of Jesus, both 
within and outside of traditional church life. The first step is to learn from the 
experience of other churches with similar workers. Then we would need to establish a 
working group to agree the scope of the project, a person specification, and to obtain 
a diocesan growth fund grant. 

Proposal Four – to create a flexible, comfortable ‘Prayer Space’ for prayer and small 
services in the All Souls Chapel. The first step is to clarify ideas and consult across the 
church family to identify objections and problems, by the end of the summer 2020. 

Proposal Five – to create a larger space at the west end of the church. This would 
allow us to do much more in the building. Again the first step is to listen to everyone’s 
views about a detailed plan, which we would aim to do between July and October.   

Proposal Six – becoming an Eco Church, in line with the Diocesan challenge, by 
changes to our policies and everyday practices, and by raising awareness of the climate 
crisis within our congregations and community. This would begin with forming a small 
group to investigate how well we do now and what changes might be made, reporting 
to the PCC in September initially. 

Proposal seven – to review all our giving and support as a church for charities, mission 
groups and development agencies, with a view to adopting a fresh approach and more 
support for specific groups; to agree on how much the church should give financially 
to these groups. This would be principally a PCC discussion through the remainder of 
2020 in preparation for the 2021 budget. 

PLEASE NOTE! The PCC has agreed to discuss each proposal, seeing that they all have 
some merit, BUT agreement and decisions have not yet been taken. The new PCC 
elected at the Annual meeting in April will move things forward. Please consider 
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prayerfully who would make good PCC members and Church Wardens during this time 
in our life together – if you feel strongly about these proposals then perhaps it is you! 

Adrian Jones 

 

A Sermon for Lent  

This address was given by Stephen 
Foster recently at St Guthlac’s 

͗Τότε o Ἰησοῦς ανηχθη εις την ερημον 

Then Jesus was led up (passive) into the 
desert (ερημον) – where we get our 
word ‘hermit’ from. 

We as Christians usually express our 
faith corporately – together. Today we 
are members of St. Guthlac’s 
congregation. We congregate, we 
worship together. We decide things as a 
Committee or a Council – together. 
Churches have Choirs, Prayer Groups, 
Bible Study Groups, even Gamma 
Grammar Groups. As Church, as 
(ἐκκλησία), (originally the principal 
assembly of the democracy of ancient 
Athens) we are essentially together 
corporate, expressed corporately. 

“Then Jesus was led up into the desert.” 

Jesus here, by contrast leaves the 
corporate of family behind and 
becomes alone, a solitary, a desert 
dweller for a considerable period. 

“Then Jesus was led up into the desert.” 

In the third century, there grew up a 
movement called The Desert Fathers 
who along with The Desert Mothers 
were early Christian hermits, desert 
dwellers in Egypt, some solitary, some 
in small communities e.g. Desert 

Fathers - Paul of Thebes, Anthony the 
Great. Desert Mothers – Paula, Melania 
the Younger. 

“Then Jesus was led up into the desert.” 

As a solitary, these Fathers and Mothers 
sought stillness, quietness, silence, 
peace… away from the corporate… and 
in the presence of God. This solitary 
practice called Hesychasm was central 
to their tradition and became the roots 
of monasticism we know today.  

“Then Jesus was led up into the desert.” 

So where is our desert? So where is our 
desert?  

Where is our ερημον, where do we go 
and search for our stillness, quietness, 
silence, peace, away from the corporate 
and place ourselves where God can 
encounter us, we can encounter God. 
God can encounter us, we can 
encounter God, one to one. Where? ... 
When? 

As a solitary, when do we set aside 
twenty minutes or so in our desert 
place, awake, alert, comfortable, 
expectant … 

“Then Jesus was led up into the desert.” 

Finding our ‘poustinia’ as the Russians 
call their own desert, is not a rarefied 
practice for the few, but something for 
each of us – poustiniks – which 
paradoxically can add so much to the 
corporate, to the whole. 
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“Then Jesus was led up into the desert.” 

Where? When? 

So what do we take with us into our 
desert? 

Very little actually… just us primarily, a 
lighted candle – a favourite Gospel 
passage, a well-known short prayer, a 
simple catalyst to help switch us on to 
practising the presence of God, 
something to enable us spiritually to “sit 
and knit” before God, to relax and 
rejoice in his presence and allow him to 
speak to your soul. 

“Then Jesus was led up into the desert.” 

This practising the presence of God 
sounds straightforward: to enter our 
poustinia, our desert, might seem easy 
enough. In some sense it is, and 
following our twenty minutes, we may 
feel God has been close and we have 
bathed in his sunshine. But also we may 
feel – very little… and also perhaps we 
have found it hard to relax, focus, 
concentrate. That happens to me lots – 
but I persevere, and being a poustinik in 
my poustinia, begins to pay dividends, 
with this part of my discipline helping 
me to grow into the image of Jesus … 

“Then Jesus was led up into the desert.” 

Amen 

Travellers’ Tales 

A Winter's Blessing 

On a bright but chilly Saturday 
afternoon in February, we took our 
annual “Snowdrop Walk” to Newton 
Harcourt.  With the threat of storm Ciara 

the following day, it seemed like a good 
idea. 

The ancient church of St. Luke is within 
walking distance of the Wistow Garden 
Centre and cafe, next to where it is 
possible to park.  We usually follow the 
lane towards Newton Harcourt, which 
winds round to the rear of the Manor 
House, now boasting a very modern 
looking new-build in its grounds. The 
original manor house dates from the 
17th century, and underwent 
alterations by Joseph Goddard, the 
architect, who lived there. The 
Goddards were some of the county's 
greatest Victorian restorers of churches.  
He also designed our famous Clock 
Tower. 

The approach to the church is usually 
accompanied by birdsong, as there is a 
handy table decked with food at the 
gate of a nearby field, from where you 
can also walk over to the canal.  The 
church itself is kept locked, but access is 
always granted to the graveyard.  The 
first sight of the pretty white flowers 
covering the entire ground is breath-
taking. Fluttering in the breeze, you can 
almost expect to hear the sound of bells 
ringing.   

To the right of the path is a very unusual 
gravestone in the shape of a miniature 
church, dedicated to one Christopher 
Gardner, who died in 1924 aged only 
eight years old of scarlet fever.  His 
father, George, was a stonemason, and 
there were many other children in the 
family.  Following the path round 
towards the rear of the church, you will 
also see the grave of Joseph Goddard. 
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The snowdrop (galanthus nivalis - Greek 
gála "milk", ánthos "flower"; nivalis 
“snow”) comes in hundreds of 
variations, and if you look carefully you 
can see several examples here.  If you 
turn a flower head very carefully over 
you can see the beautiful green lines 
decorating the underside. Somehow, 
the collective spread of the brave, 
pristine, little flowers seem to create a 
time-stands-still, almost spiritual air to 
the surroundings.  Defnitely one for the 
calendar again next year. 

Anne Squires 

 

 

Small Talk 

Confirmation in the C of E – 
How important? 

y father, although a Christian 
believer, was not a religious 
man. He had been a choirboy 

in Liverpool but, so far as I can recall and 
understand, as an adult he never went 
to church except for family christenings, 
weddings and funerals. The last time he 
went was to the christening of one of 
my brother’s children at a church in 
Kirby Muxloe. Holding on to my dad’s 
arm was his mother, whom he adored 
and who was in her nineties and rather 
deaf. As he escorted her to their pew, he 
said to her in a loud voice, “Have a good 
look around, Ginny, because the next 
time you come into a building like this 
you’ll be in a wooden box.” “Don’t be a 
damn fool” she chortled. (Veronica says 
she knows where the perverse Small 
family humour comes from.) But I 
digress. 

Despite not being as devoutly religious 
as my mother was, my father insisted 
that his four children were all 
confirmed. I well remember at the time 
one of my sisters was to be confirmed 
my father asked me, rather as an 
afterthought, if I had been confirmed. I 
said I hadn’t. I clearly remember his 
comment: “Well, go to the vicar and get 
yourself done.” So I did and I was. 

It had been my understanding, which I 
now apprehend may be wrong, that 
until you had been confirmed you were 
not permitted to take communion in the 
C of E. You could take it in other 

M 
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churches; for example, I had taken 
bread and wine in Melbourne Hall 
Evangelical Free Church a few times, but 
never in a C of E church before my 
confirmation. This understanding was 
strengthened by the practice in St. 
Mary’s of people being asked by the 
vicars that if they wanted a blessing and 
not communion, they should hold up a 
prayer book at the altar rail and they 
would not be offered the chalice. Taking 
communion when unconfirmed was not 
an option, or so I understood. 

Then one Sunday at the back of the 
church during a eucharist I heard a 
former vicar’s wife telling someone who 
was not confirmed that the vicar would 
not mind giving them communion. 
Given my understanding, I was shocked. 
But it may well be she was right because 
I now see in our Service Sheets that “.. 
everyone is invited to come forward to 
receive bread and wine…” but carry a 
service sheet if you only want a blessing.  

(Veronica’s understanding was the 
same as mine, with the added proviso 
that you were not allowed to join St 
Mary’s thriving Youth Club unless you 
had been confirmed.) 

So it appears that whether or not to 
take communion is a matter entirely of 
individual choice and I have not found 
anything on the internet to the 
contrary. 

Brian Small 

 

 

 

Teenagers spotted (from page 1) 

 

 

And Prayer Bears sighted … 
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Knighton Players Present 
 

The Sword in the Stone 
By Ian Jones 

 

Friday 27th March 7.30 pm 

Saturday 28th March 2.30 pm & 7.30 pm 

Knighton Parish Centre, Church Lane, Knighton, LE2 3WG 

Tickets: Adult £7  Children £5 

Available from Tanya Willis & Jane Wright 

Or contact knightonplayers@ntlworld.com 

Profits in aid of MENPHYS 

(supporting Leicestershire children and young people with disabilities  

for 50 years) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:knightonplayers@ntlworld.com
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Knighton Players 

 
 

nighton Players are rehearsing hard for their latest production, The Sword in the 
Stone, on 26th and 27th March. Lots of energy, laughter and friendship have 
been cultivated for what promises to be an entertaining show of music, song 

and drama, directed by the passionate Ian Jones. A limited number of tickets are still 
available for all 3 shows (see main advert). 
  

Spring Sing 

 
 

nighton Parish Singers (as they have now been named) gave an excellent concert 
in St Mary’s on Wednesday 4 March, under the direction of Stephen Foster. The 
combined choirs of St Guthlac’s and St Mary’s, with a number of friends, sang 

pieces by (among others) Mozart, Palestrina, Monteverdi, Rachmaninov – and Jimmy 
Nail.  

The concert culminated in a rousing rendition of Handel’s Hallelujah Chorus, in which 
the more courageous members of the audience joined the choir. (Contrary to the 
tradition, the rest of the audience remained seated). 

A retiring collection raised £462, to be shared equally between the Spire appeal and 
Parkinson’s UK. 

K 

K 
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“Surviving the Shadows” 

Mothers’ Union began 2020 with an air 
of sadness.  We had recently lost current 
member Marjorie Wood, who died 
suddenly and unexpectedly at the 
beginning of January.  Marjorie had 
been a devoted member since 1981, 
serving on Committee, and organising 
many quizzes. Always helpful and 
cheerful, she was a joy to know.  We also 
said “farewell” to three other members 
who had either moved away fairly 
recently to be nearer their families, or 
into care, but with whom we still kept in 
touch: Mary Bristow, Judy Maynard, and 
Joyce Pettit.  As our Leader Lorna said, 
“May they rest in peace and rise in 
glory”. 

Our hymn, “Be Thou my Vision”, was 
chosen by June Ardley, who recently 
reached a “significant birthday”.  June 
could not be at our meeting, as she 
herself was attending the funeral of a 
close neighbour. The hymn was 
particularly apt to our speaker, Revd 
Matthew's, choice of subject - 'Surviving 
the Shadows'- a personal and 
professional exploration of suicide 
prevention work and the place of 
Christian hope.  The beautiful words at 
the end of verse 1, “waking or sleeping, 
thy presence my light”, and the final 
verse, “grant heaven's joy to me, O 
bright heaven's sun” certainly resonated 
well. 

The Bible reading was taken from 
Daniel, Chapter 4, concerning the 
downfall of the great Babylonian king, 
Nebuchadnezzar.  He was driven away 
from his people, became wild, and ate 
grass like cattle.  His sanity was restored 
only after he turned to heaven and 
acknowledged the power of God.  
Nebuchadnezzar returned to his 
kingdom, and became an even greater 
king than before. 

Matthew shared with us a film he had 
produced for Leicestershire’s mental 
health “Start a Conversation” campaign 
and spoke about his personal and 
professional experience of mental 
health and suicide in the family. He 
delivered a presentation on the need for 
the Church to offer a place of lament, 
and the need for authentic acceptance 
of being in times of darkness and loss. 

We watched a short film by Nadia Bolz-
Welch a Lutheran pastor, ‘Grief and 
Casseroles’, which explored the need 
just to be alongside people when words 
fail us, and sometimes the best we can 
do is follow Jesus’ example when he had 
to comfort his disciples, ‘I’m here, see 
my wounds, don’t be afraid, let’s share 
a meal’. 

So the essence of Christian Hope is fully 
appreciated when we embrace the 
sorrows and darkness of life, and are 
willing to be alongside others in their 
pain. Matthew's testimony to hope 
overcoming despair gives meaning to 
the phrase “turn away from a shadow, 
and you will face the sun”. 

Anne Squires 
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ST MARY’S SPIRE APPEAL 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are hoping for your help and support in finding antiques and collectables 
 

Minimum value £10.00 - but NO POSH TAT! 
 

Please look at some of the items you have hidden away and the family don’t want!   
 

Ask your friends and people moving house. 
 

We can collect and store items, which must be transportable by car. 
 

 Porcelain, glassware, gold and silver items, jewellery 

 Old books and postcards, clocks, watches, cameras 

 Old coins, musical instruments, art deco, art nouveau 

 Memorabilia, small furniture 
 

Please, none of your cast-off pictures, unless they are a valuable painting! 
 

We will also consider an AUCTION OF PROMISES. 
 
Contact:  Michael or Lorna Kirk 

Tel: 0116  2707843  
Email: michaelkirk@btopenworld.com

AUCTION SALE 
 

Saturday 19 September 2020 
 

Knighton Parish Centre   2pm 
 

mailto:michaelkirk@btopenworld.com
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Presentation to Hope 
Against Cancer 

n early January a cheque for 
£2301.45 was presented to Vickie 
Standing, the Community Fundraiser 

for Hope Against Cancer. This 
represents 50% of the total amount 
raised at the Christmas Tree Festival 
held in St. Mary’s over the weekend of 
7/8th December 2019. A further 
£2301.45 was raised for the Spire 
Appeal. Vickie expressed her gratitude 
and delight at being involved in the 
festival and hoped to be invited to 
display a tree at the next festival. 

 

Our grateful thanks go to all local 
organisations, businesses and 
individuals who made the Christmas 
Tree Festival such a success and all 
those who visited or contributed in 
anyway. 

Hope Against Cancer is Leicestershire 
and Rutland’s local cancer research 
charity, whose head office is based at 
the top of Church Lane in Knighton. 
They fund cutting-edge research in our 
area and have made clinical trials 
available to local people. They work for 
a future where more people survive 

cancer by funding innovative research 
that leads to improved treatments and 
better outcomes for local people. 
Working in partnership with local 
universities and hospitals, Hope Against 
Cancer endeavours to make sure that 
Leicestershire is a hub of expertise in 
cancer research and treatment. Since 
they were set up in 2003, they have 
funded over 60 research projects 
tackling many different forms of cancer. 

To find out more about Hope Against 
Cancer, their work, newsletter and 
events, visit their website, 
www.hopeagainstcancer/org.uk  

 

A reunion 

iz Williams was a member of St 
Mary’s and St Guthlac’s in the early 
1990s when her husband Chris was 

Governor of Leicester Prison. They 
recently visited St Guthlac’s with their 
son, who has moved back to the Parish.  

 

I 

L 

http://www.hopeagainstcancer/org.uk


MARCH/APRIL 2020 
 

 17 

Liz remembered making a prayer 
kneeler nearly 30 years ago and was 
keen to see if we still had it in 
circulation. She was delighted when it 
was located in the Sunday service. It 
shows a picture of Leicester Prison with 
the words of Jesus from Matthew 25, 
'when I was in prison you came to visit 
me.' 

Light of the world 

 
oung people from St Guthlac’s at 
a recent service looking at the 
light of Christ - how the combined 

effect of coming together strengthens 
our light and most importantly, we are 
commissioned to shine the light of 
Christ beyond the church building. 

Messy Church 

28 FEBRUARY 2020 

his was the first Messy Church of 
2020, a very rainy day. 
Consequently there were fewer 

children and their parents and carers 
attending. This, however, was quite 
lucky as there were a lot fewer helpers 
able to be there with them. The lack of 
children was made up for by their 
enthusiasm and enjoyment of what was 
on offer.  

The “World Day of Prayer” leaflets 
offered us several activities for     
children written by the people of 
Zimbabwe.  We offered a number of 
crafts: 

• Woven place mats which were 
laminated on completion. They were 
all very colourful, fun to make and 
something useful to take home.  

• They could also make finger puppets 
of some of the wild animals found in 
Zimbabwe, there were lions, tigers, 
elephants – one had a beautiful 
patchwork hide, monkeys and 
several others. These made a lovely, 
colourful display.  

• There was wool weaving on a small 
loom with various types of fabrics.   

• Finally a game to play called Nhodo, 
which is very similar to Jacks or 
Snobs. There is another game we 
heard about called Pada which is 
very like our game of Hopscotch.  

There was an Activity Sheet to complete 
with lots of information about 
Zimbabwe, a crossword to complete, 
unscrambling letters to find the animal 
and a short quiz. 

I’m afraid I was not in Church for the 
presentation by Leigh, as Joy, Eileen and 
I were getting the tea ready. We served 
hot roasted tomato soup with croutons 
and French bread, followed by fruit 
salad. These all seemed to go down well 
with both the children and the adults. 

All in all, a happy afternoon, BUT we 
could do with more helpers! It’s not 
onerous but there is quite a lot to do 
behind the scenes – putting out table & 
chairs, supervising a craft – materials 

Y 

T 
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provided – and of course washing up, 
drying and putting away of crockery & 
cutlery! So could you offer a few hours 
now and again at Stoneygate Baptist 
Church? We’d love to hear from you if 
you could. Our next session will be 
Messy Play – this does not include a 
meal. Date to be confirmed. 

Thanks, as always, to our current 
helpers who are very dedicated to the 
care and nurture of young people. 

Judi Stone   

Sensory Garden 
 

ave you visited the Sensory 
Garden in Knighton Park? In 
case you haven`t, it`s tucked 

away just over the bridge. It is a 
delightful, peaceful spot to wander 
around or just sit and enjoy. 

Started in 2005 on a patch that had 
been a tree 
nursery, now 
many areas 
are mature 
and like any 
garden it is 

constantly 
evolving and 
changing. The 
garden is open 
when parks 

staff are present and occasional Sunday 
afternoons in the summer. 

It is maintained by Knighton Park 
Gardening Club, who as well as 
volunteering in the garden, run a 
programme of activities for members.  

We meet on a Monday afternoon. If you 
enjoy gardening and would like to join 
us in helping in the garden, please do 
get in touch. You don`t need to be an 
expert gardener, just a willingness to 
join in. 

Visit our website  

www.knightonparkgardeningclub.com 
or contact Debby, email 
kpgc@hotmail.co.uk or just come along 
any Monday 1.30-3.30pm. 

 

From the Registers 

 
Baptism 
11.01.2020 Louis Astles 
 
Funerals 
30.01.2020 Kathleen Dangerfield 
13.01.2020 Rod Wortley 
24.01.2020 Ian Oliver 
25.01.2020 Tom Skinner 
05.02.2020 David Short 
07.02.2020 Marjorie Wood 
14.02.2020 Joyce Pettit 
28.02.2020 Eileen Mason 
 
Memorial Service 
14.02.2020 Judy Maynard 

 

H 

http://www.knightonparkgardeningclub.com/
mailto:kpgc@hotmail.co.uk
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From the Editor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

he magazine always includes an 
admission that errors and 
omissions are the fault of the 

editor. And so they are. But it is a pretty 
big howler to misspell the name of a 
featured member of the congregation. 
So my apologies again to Katie  - and 
Shirley - Wills (not Willis!). 
 
That apart, I am grateful for the positive 
comments on the first Benefice-wide 
edition, and for the range of 
contributions I have received so far. 
Please do not hesitate to keep your 
offerings coming.   
 
I suspect I am not capturing all the 
forthcoming events, so please let me 
know if you are aware of any events 
(apart from those which are not open to 
everyone) which can appear in the Diary 
section of the magazine, as well as 
providing reports and pictures for 
publication afterwards. 
 
I have started listing social events for St 
Mary’s in the WhereCanWeGo website 
(www.wherecanwego.com).  

I recommend this simple but useful site 
with a lot of information about what’s 
going on – much of which you might not 
be aware of. 
 
Nigel 
www.stmaryknighton.magazine 
@gmail.com 
 
 

Diary 
 

13 March Friday 1.30pm  
Memory Café, St Guthlac’s 
15 March Sunday 10.00am, 7.30pm 
Fake News or False Truths?  
17 March Tuesday 7.00pm 
Tea & Talk: A Taste of Buddhism, St 
Guthlac’s 
22 March Sunday 10am 
Mothering Sunday – Communion for 
all, St Mary’s 
27 March Friday 7.30pm  
28 March Saturday 2.30pm & 7.30pm 
Sword in the Stone: Knighton Players, 
Parish Centre 
3 April Friday 10.15am  
Community Café, St Guthlac’s 
5 April Sunday 10.00am 
Palm Sunday All Age Worship, St 
Mary’s 
9 April Thursday 7.30pm  
Maundy Thursday service, St Guthlac’s 
Maundy Thursday Communion, St 
Mary’s 
10 April Good Friday  
10.30am All Age Service, St Guthlac’s 
2.00pm Meditation, St Mary’s 
7.30pm Reflection, St Mary’s 
12 April Easter Day 
10.00am Celebration and Sung 
Eucharist, St Mary’s 

T 

http://www.wherecanwego.com/
http://www.stmaryknighton.magazine/
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12.00-5.00pm Open Church, St Mary’s 
17 April Friday 1.30pm  
Memory Café, St Guthlac’s  
18 April Saturday 10.30am-4.00pm 
Musicathon, St Mary’s 
21 April Tuesday 7.00pm  
Tea & Talk, St Guthlac’s 
22 April Wednesday 8.45am-10.00am 
Re-fuel the School Run, St Mary’s 
29 April Wednesday 8.45am-10.00am 
Re-fuel the School Run, St Mary’s 

6 May Wednesday 8.45am-10.00am 
Re-fuel the School Run, St Mary’s 
13 May Wednesday 8.45am-10.00am 
Re-fuel the School Run, St Mary’s 
16 May Saturday 10.00am-12.00noon 
Coffee Morning, St Mary’s 
20 May Wednesday 8.45am-10.00am 
Re-fuel the School Run, St Mary’s 

 

 
Contacts and Who’s Who  

Benefice Ministry Team 
Vicar 
Revd Adrian Jones 
(day off normally Friday) 

 
0116 270 4268 
or 07584 
954414 
 

 
adrian.jones@zoho.com 

Assistant Curate 
Revd Matthew Gough  
(day off normally Friday) 
 

 
07754 961997 

 
Revgough@gmail.com 

Revd Aphro McCullough 0116 283 7887 aphro.mccullough@btinternet.c
om 

Revd Canon Dr Stephen Foster 07966 376905 safpta6@gmail.com 

Revd Janet Gasper 0116 288 9646 janet.gasper@hotmail.co.uk 

Reader 
Fiona Wingate 

 
07515 752954 

 
Fiona.wingate@talktalk.net 

St. Guthlac’s 
 
Church Wardens 
David Hunt, Tina Jarvis 

churchwardens@stguthlac-
knighton.co.uk 
Parish Administrator 
Jane Wright 

mailto:churchwardens@stguthlac-knighton.co.uk
mailto:churchwardens@stguthlac-knighton.co.uk
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administrator@stguthlac-
knighton.co.uk 
Deanery Synod  
Fiona Wingate 
PCC Secretary 
Lesley Meakin 
PCC Treasurer 
David Hunt 
Sacristan  
Steve Bowyer 
Parochial Church Council 
The Vicar, the Associate Priest, the 
Church Wardens, the PCC Secretary, 
the PCC Treasurer, The Deanery Synod 
representative; and Steve Bowyer, 
Chris Bullough, Yolanda Courtney, Jean 
Gabbar, Peter Lakin, Brenda Lee, Ann 
Swanson, Jane Wright 
Children and Vulnerable Adults 
Advocate  
Tina Jarvis  
Child Protection/Safeguarding Adults 
Co-ordinator 
Anne Hunt  
safeguarding@stguthlac-
knighton.co.uk 
Diocesan Safeguarding Officer  
Rachael Spiers 
0116 2616341  
rachael.spiers@leccofe.org 
Planned Giving Scheme 
David Hunt 
Electoral Roll 
Jane Wright 
Flower Rota    
Cheryl Brewer 
Church Group    
Lesley Meakin 
Youth Group    
Tina Jarvis 
Knighton Players   
David Hunt 

Memory Cafe    
Tina Jarvis 
Community Cafe   
Lesley Meakin 
Tea and Talk     
Tina Jarvis 
Organ studentship co-ordinator 
Yolanda Courtney 
Holbrook Hall Caretakers & bookings 
Mark & Steph  
07525 000 511 

St Mary’s 

Church Warden  
Rosalind Matthew  
07531 505 637  
Parish Administrator 
James Gutteridge 
0116 270 2705 
office@knightonparish.co.uk  
Deanery Synod  
Bob Rutland  
David Stanyer  
PCC Secretary  
Nigel Siesage 
07910 850 198 
PCC Treasurer 
David Stanyer 
0116 291 4625 
Sacristan 
David Ardley 
0116 221 9604 
Parochial Church Council 
The Vicar, the Curate, the Church 
Wardens, the PCC Secretary, the 
PCC Treasurer, The Deanery Synod 
representatives; and Angelica 
Amoroso, Mary Britton, Sian Howard, 
Michael Kirk, Andrew Oldershaw, Anne 
Squires and Tanya Willis  
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Children and Vulnerable Persons 
Advocate 
John Astles 
07976 391 558  
Child Protection/Safeguarding Adults 
Co-ordinator 
Cora Paul 
0116 367 8954  
Bell Ringers  
Jane Salt 
0116 270 6293 
Planned Giving Scheme  
Lorna Pollard 
0116 270 4272  
Envelope Secretary  
Helen Long 
0116 270 7781  
Electoral Roll 
Eileen McKellican 
0116 270 0714 
Flower Guild 
Deborah Martin 
0116 270 7525  
Magazine Editor 
Nigel Siesage 
07910 850 198 
stmaryknighton.magazine@gmail.com 
Magazine Distribution 
Bernard Stone 
0116 288 1306 
Thursday Morning Club  
Mavis Mason 
0116 229 5760  
Mothers’ Union 
Anne Squires 
0116 210 2504 
Social Committee 
Cora Paul 
0116 367 8954  
Instrumentalists  
Beverley Jarrom 
0116 212 8331 

Sunday Club 
Judi Stone 
0116 288 1306  
Rainbows 
Gill Gates 
0116 220 3643  
Beavers, Cubs and Scouts  
Sue Parsley (Co-ordinator)  
0116 271 6071 
Brownies (Monday)  
Megan Thomas  
07732 042 216  
Brownies (Wednesday)  
Gill Gates 
0116 220 3643 
Guides (Monday) 
Anne Hunt 
0116 271 6991 
Guides (Wednesday) 
Gill Gates 
0116 220 3643 
Caretakers & Bookings 
Mark & Steph 
07525 000 511 
 

 

 

  
The Benefice Magazine.  

Articles do not represent the 
opinions of the Parochial Church 
Council of either church. 
Typographical and other errors (and 
the occasional omission) are the 
Editor’s responsibility. The closing 
date for copy for the next issue is 1 
May 2020. 
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hanks to the efforts and 
generosity of many members of St 
Mary’s and the whole benefice 

community, the amount raised for the 
preservation of the spire by the end of 
February had risen to £33,400, of which 
£25,000 is attributable to donations or 
gift aid.  

The first of a number of applications 
have now been submitted to funding 
bodies and it is hoped these will be 
successful in raising the £60,000 we 
have assumed may be attainable from 
such sources. But these contributions 
are by no means guaranteed. The 
outcome will not be known until some 
time in the summer. The InSpired Group 

has agreed that we should continue our 
efforts to raise funds locally, both from 
donations and events, throughout the 
year, as originally planned. 

The programme of events includes the 
Musicathon on 18 April – more 
participants are welcome; talks by 
distinguished local speakers; a variety of 
musical events; the auction on 19 
September; a further curry night; and 
the second St Mary’s Christmas Tree 
Festival. 

 

The InSpired Musicathon 

Sponsored musicians perform 
throughout the day to demonstrate 
their talents and raise money to save 
the mediaeval spire of St Mary 
Magdalen Church. 
 
This is a great opportunity for all 
performers - vocal or instrumental - to 
bring your own musical gifts. 

Contact Lorna Kirk 
(lorna.kirk@btopenworld.com) for 
more information and a sponsorship 
form. 
 
If you don’t want to participate, why 
not drop in to listen, enjoy and support 
them. 

I8 April 2020 - 10 am - 4 pm 
Admission free. Contributions to 
InSpired - the campaign for St Mary’s 
spire 

 

T 
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