
St Mary Magdalen Church, Knighton 

 

Sunday 17th May 2020 

Sixth Sunday of Easter   

                                        

Join us in prayer this Sunday   

and through the week 
 

Approaching Worship 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your disciples, 

‘’I am with you always.’ 

Be with us today, as we offer ourselves to you. 

Hear our prayers for others and for ourselves, 

and keep us in your care. 

Amen. 
 

Collect 
 

Risen Christ, 

by the lakeside you renewed your call to your disciples: 

help your Church to obey your command 

and draw the nations to the fire of your love, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

Amen. 

 

Post Communion 

God our Father, 

whose Son Jesus Christ gives the water of eternal life: 

may we thirst for you, 

the spring of life and source of goodness, 

through him who is alive and reigns, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 



Endurance in Tough Times 

“For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so 

that through the endurance taught in the Scriptures and the encour-

agement they provide we might have hope.”  (Romans 15.4) 

As we know from watching the TV news, some people are called to 

extraordinary busy-ness in important roles during the coronavirus 

pandemic. Key Workers are keeping us all safe, protected, and sup-

plied with the essentials that we need.  

Many others of us though are called to quiet endurance and perse-

verance – a task that is also very challenging. This helpful article ap-

peared recently in the Church Times, and is reprinted with permission: 

Quiet, brave endurance by Paul Handley 

Resignation is an under-valued virtue. Indeed, among young people it 

might not be a virtue at all. It would be disappointing if the next gen-

eration simply put up with things as they found them.  

In later life, however, people have a better grasp of what can be 

changed and what must be endured. It is perhaps surprising that en-

durance is praised when someone goes out and seeks it for sport. It is 

unnoticed when practised by countless people in the quiet of their 

daily lives.  

One of the most moving examples of this that I have come across re-

cently — moving because so modestly and simply expressed — is a 

passage in “The Last Wilderness,” by Neil Ansell (Tinder Press, 2018). 

The book relates the writer’s visits to a remote area on the west coast 

of Scotland.  

On one occasion, far from help, he suffers the pain of a worsening 

heart condition:  

We all get ill, at some time or another, sooner or later. When it comes 

to our own decline, it is never a matter of if, only of when. And we all 

have to work within the confines of our own physical limitations. If I  



“could no longer climb a mountain, then I would climb a hill. And if the 

only thing that was still a walk in the park was an actual walk in the park, 

then I would find a park. And when the time came that I could do      

nothing more than look out of a window, then I hope I would have     

chosen for myself a room with a view worth watching.  

“I had no complaints; I felt privileged and fortunate to have been born in 

a time and a place where most of the hardships I had endured and 

wounds I had suffered were, in large part, the consequence of decisions 

that I had freely made. I had never been compelled to go to war, and I 

had never been forced to flee my homeland for my own survival. I’d had 

the freedom to roam the world without the use of force; mostly I had 

been made welcome wherever I had found myself.  

“Generations of people throughout history, and many people now, have 

had to live out their lives without these luxuries, without peace, without 

almost guaranteed access to enough food, or clean water, or medicines.  

“My health might apparently be abandoning me, but I was able to be 

here, sitting under my tree in this most beautiful of spots, and I was 

grateful.” 

The only thing I might want to add is that, as Christians and as the Bible 

quotation at the top reminds us, our capacity to endure comes from our 

faith as taught to us through scripture and focused on all that God has 

done for us through Jesus. Our endurance is not based on sheer grit and 

determination, or our own power and strength – quite the opposite. Nei-

ther is our Christian endurance a dull, lifeless resignation or “Que sera, 

sera.”  Our endurance has its roots in a deep gratitude to God for all he 

has done for us and his presence with us now. The evidence is the hope 

that we then have for both the present and the future. 

Keep safe and stay well. 

Adrian 



How are the lockdown restrictions for churches changing? 
 

Once again, my thanks to everyone who has done their own bit to keep 

us all in touch with each other, and to provide support for each other 

during the coronavirus pandemic. These are challenging times indeed 

and it has never been more important to be part of the fellowship of the 

church.  
 

The lockdown restrictions that apply to church services have not changed 

however. Although one authorised person, normally the vicar, can now 

enter the church building to say prayers and celebrate the Eucharist on 

behalf of the whole congregation, there are no immediate plans to allow 

the people of the church to gather.   We are at ‘Level One’ of easing lock-

down restrictions and there is no thought about any church services hap-

pening until at least ‘Level Three’. Whilst this is disappointing it is a wise 

and understandable caution of course. I will endeavour to keep you     

updated with any other changes. Adrian 

 

Keeping in touch and sharing worship together remotely. 
 

On-line worship This Sunday, 17th May, we aim once again to have a 

short recorded,   reflective act of worship by members of St Mary’s      

congregation on both the website and our Facebook page—do  have a 

look and join in worship together.  

Wednesday Compline (Night Prayer) -  Each week we are meeting    

virtually for Compline at 8pm on Wednesday. It has proven to be a  

meaningful way to have fellowship and prayer together as well as being 

quite good fun, especially as we find our feet with the technology and 

with more people joining us every week. 

You can join by just phoning up and inputting the code or using 'Zoom'                             

online. It has been democratic with several voices joining in with a line                                       

of liturgy each. If you would like to participate with a speaking part,                                      

please do contact Matthew by 4pm on Wednesday. 

To join by phone only, call this number  0131 460 1196 and when      

promoted input Meeting ID: 746 767 4408  



To join by Zoom on the internet, go to this address and click ’Open Zoom’   

https://leccofe.zoom.us/j/7467674408 

Don’t forget to visit the St. Mary’s website and Facebook page.     

Keeping in touch within our congregation and wider community without 

physical contact is difficult—but easier with social media. Facebook is a 

helpful 'platform' which can host conversations, images, events and even 

live services. If you are interested in joining St Mary’s 'Page' you will need 

a Facebook account. Matthew can help out with any problems, so please 

do contact him by phone or email. Also do check the website regularly for  

information, news, prayers and reflections. 

 

Join us for chat at the Coffee Morning!  : once again everyone is invit-

ed to drop in  o a church coffee morning on Thursday 21st May, from 10-

11am. We will be  meeting in the comfort of our own homes (with what-

ever type of hot   beverage and biscuits that take your fancy!) and sharing 

in some relaxed and informal chat using our computers, laptops, phones 

or tablets and  “Zoom”. If you’d like to join us please send me a quick 

email and I’ll send you some straightforward instructions for making the 

connection. Drop in at any time!  Adrian (adrian.jones@zoho.com) 

 

Christian Aid goes virtual: Christian Aid Week has been taking place, 
albeit in a slightly different form. You can still get involved in various 
different ways - to see how, visit their website: 
www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/key-appeals/christian-aid-week    

 

Hospital Chaplaincy—As you can imagine, Hospital Chaplaincy is partic-

ularly challenging at this time. You can read an account by Mark Burleigh 

in Leicester here:  

https://leicester.anglican.org/news/hospital-chaplaincy--ministry-during-the-
covid-19-pandemic-mark-burleigh.php 
 

 

 

https://leccofe.zoom.us/j/7467674408
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/key-appeals/christian-aid-week
https://leicester.anglican.org/news/hospital-chaplaincy--ministry-during-the-covid-19-pandemic-mark-burleigh.php
https://leicester.anglican.org/news/hospital-chaplaincy--ministry-during-the-covid-19-pandemic-mark-burleigh.php


Listening to God's Word 

Our Bible readings for this Sunday are:  

Acts 17: 22 – 31, Psalm 66: 7 – 18,  1 Peter 3:13 – 22 and John 14.15-21  

Jesus promises the Holy Spirit 

15 ‘If you love me, keep my commands. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he 

will give you another advocate to help you and be with you for ever –

 17 the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither 

sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will 

be in you. 18 I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19 Before 

long, the world will not see me any more, but you will see me. Because I 

live, you also will live. 20 On that day you will realise that I am in my Fa-

ther, and you are in me, and I am in you. 21 Whoever has my commands 

and keeps them is the one who loves me. The one who loves me will be 

loved by my Father, and I too will love them and show myself to them.’ 

Reflection:   Fiona Wingate , Reader 

As some of you will know I am an electrical engineer,  so making connec-

tions for  power to flow from power stations to our homes is part of my 

job.  

But it’s not just at work.  I find myself looking for connections in most 

things like the lectionary readings for any given day. What might these 

passages have to offer us – how might they be connected? 

Our reading from Acts tells of Paul addressing the Athenians about their 

“unknown god”.  Paul tells how God creates humanity and gives it order.  

We’re told we  

“should seek God, in the hope that they might feel after him and find 

him.  Yet, he is not far from each one of us, for “In him we live and 

move and have our being”.   

 

In these times of isolation, we can feel alone perhaps forgotten. Do we 

yearn for something?   Is that God?  And yet he is here with us.  We are 

not alone; He is near if we seek him. 



Ps 66 begins with a wonderful song of praise, but goes on to tell how the 

people suffer and struggle:  

“You have tested us, you have tried us as silver is tried.  You have brought 

us into the net, you have laid burdens on our backs”.  

  

This might be a sense we can relate to.  These times are challenging and 

we can also feel tried and burdened.  But the psalmist  asserts that “I will 

come into your house…. I will pay you my vows…..I will make an    

offering”.  This speaks to me of hope – hope in the future.  In that time 

when we will be able to worship God in his house again - to lament, to 

praise and give thanks.  I’m encouraged to know that our situation is not 

unique in the history of God’s people.  We will return and we can be  

confident because “God has listened, he has given heed to the words of 

my prayer”(V19). 

 

The Revised Standard Version gives the reading in 1 Peter the heading, 

“Suffering injustice and the example of Christ”.  This reminds me again 

that while we may feel we suffer in our present situation – we are not 

alone if we have Christ in our lives.  Christ knows what it is to suffer.   His 

example which can be tough, does shine a light for us to follow.  Peter 

encourages us today to keep faith and to remember that we are a special, 

holy people.  A reminder that God is with us, we are not alone, we do not 

suffer alone and that the risen Christ walks with us every step of the way. 

 

Finally, our gospel passage.  John recounts the moment when Jesus tells 

the disciples that he will ask the Father to send another Advocate/

Counsellor/Paraclete to be with them in spirit forever.  Jesus reminds the 

disciples that if they love him, they will follow his commandments; and 

that he will be in them.   This passage offers us great hope on so many 

levels – Jesus won’t desert us, he won’t leave us desolate.  The Holy Spirit 

(the Spirit of Truth) will come and live within us and be our guide, our 

counsellor, the one who is called to be alongside us through life’s      

journey.  Again we hear – you are not alone, I am with you, you are mine. 

So, what of those connections?  Through the ages God’s message has 



been the same – I am here, you are not alone, I am with you.  It was true 

for the psalmist of the Old Testament, for the disciples and apostles of 

the early church and it remains true for us, the disciples of today.  Take 

heart, we will once again come into God’s house and worship together 

but for now we must love Jesus by following his commandments in the 

knowledge that He is with us. 

Amen. 

 

 
  

 
 

“Thy Kingdom Come!” - volunteers wanted for 24 hours of prayer 

For the last 3 years, the Church of England has led a global prayer 

initiative between Ascension Day and Pentecost - 11 days of      

continuous prayer. The focus of prayer is two fold:  

• to bring more people to faith, growing the Kingdom of God, and 

• to deepen the spiritual life of the Church as we remember the 

coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.  

This year we want our benefice to join in praying ‘Thy Kingdom 

Come!’ Will you commit to pray? Please sign up very simply by 

clicking below or contact Matthew for more information 0775 496 

1997 revgogh@gmail.com 

http://www.24-7prayer.com/signup/9e7297    

You can pray alone at home but we also want to encourage people 

to pray together online through Zoom—more details to follow for 

those who are interested. We aim to pray through the night , which 

is particularly great for those who struggle to sleep. Our 24 hours  

starts at 7pm on Wednesday May 27th (an hour before our Com-

pline at 8pm—open to all) and will finish at 7pm on Thursday 28th 

with an online service. Matthew  

http://www.24-7prayer.com/signup/9e7297


Church Family News:    

 

Congratulations! A very Happy Birthday to Aileen Orme who                
celebrated  being 80 years young this week!  
 

Congratulations! Sue and David Ardley would like to announce they 

have become grandparents again. Florence has a new baby brother, 

Frankie Eric George, who was born on 12th May. All are safe and well.  
 

Congratulations! to Sue and Paul Bonnett who have become grand   

parents. Benjamin Alan Howard was born on  30th April 2020 to Laura 

and Rob—all are doing well.   
 

Sad news: Last  week we had  the sad news of the death of Maureen 

Wood, a former Sunday School leader and MU member.  This week I’m 

sorry to have to tell you that two more of our friends have died.  
 

Jean Bilney died on 7th May after a short illness. She was a member of 

the congregation along with husband Ken for many years before he was 

ordained.  Jean moved to be near her son David in Manchester in 2015 

but kept links with a number of people at St Marys. She continued to live 

independently until two weeks prior to her death in Wigan Infirmary. 

Jean’s ashes will be interred with Ken’s at St Mary’s later in the year. 

 

Mary Davies, 92, died early on 9th May in the LRI, but having tested         

negative for the coronavirus. Mary was a regular Sunday morning       

worshipper until just a few years ago when increasing mobility issues 

kept her at home. She had continued to live independently despite some 

health scares. Her son Tony has confirmed that her funeral will be on 

Thursday 28th May at Great Glen crematorium, but current restrictions 

mean that most of us cannot attend. We hope to have a memorial      

service and interment of ashes at St Mary’s later in the year. 

 

We’ve  also had the sad news of the death , after a long illness, of Wendi 

Stevens, wife of our former Bishop, Tim Stevens. Please do remember 

Bishop Tim and their son Adam in your prayers. 



Ride+Stride 2019 

Last year’s Ride+Stride was a great success thanks to the hard work of all  

the church and area organisers, helped by lovely warm and sunny   

weather for participants and welcomers. Over £42,600 was raised across  

city and county, an amazing 20% increase on the previous year. 

Individual churches receive half of all money raised each year, with the 

other half given out by the Trust in grants to churches and chapels for  

repairs and improvements.  . 

Ride+Stride 2020 

For this year’s Ride+Stride the coronavirus situation is being monitored 

carefully.  Normally at this time of year, registration forms would have 

been sent out for this year’s Ride+Stride, registration is postponed until 

the situation becomes clearer.   

https://anglican.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=636069b749b52b6445d4ebe93&id=5bbbe8f5c8&e=de9b927dd9


Contact details:   

 Vicar: Adrian Jones     0116 270 4268 or 07584 954414 

 Email: adrian.jones@zoho.com (day off normally Friday) 

 Assistant Curate: Revd Matthew Gough  07754 961997 

 Email: revgough@gmail.com   (day off normally Friday) 

 Revd Aphro McCullough:     0116 283 7887   

 Email: aphro.mccullough@btinternet.com 

 Revd Canon Dr Stephen Foster 

 Email: safpta6@gmail.com    07966 376905 

 Revd Janet Gasper 

 Email: janet.gasper@hotmail.co.uk  0116 288 9646 

 Reader: Fiona Wingate 

 Email: Fiona.wingate@talktalk.net  07515 752954 

 Churchwarden: Rosalind Matthew  

 

 Parish Administrator: James Gutteridge 0116 270 2705 

 Email: office@knightonparish.co.uk 
 

The Parish Office is currently closed to the public.  

 

PLANNED GIVING SCHEME 

Regular giving is an integral part of our church life   supporting our day 

to day costs, ministry and mission.   A good way to achieve this is 

through a  weekly envelope or a monthly bank standing order as part of 

our Planned Giving Scheme. Scheme  details can be obtained from Lorna 

Pollard, Planned Giving Scheme  Secretary: telephone 0116 2704272 or   

e mail:  stmarysknighton.giving@gmail.com. If you are a taxpayer   and 

gift aid your giving, our church can claim an additional 25%.    

 

During the current Coronavirus pandemic please put aside your 

weekly offerings ready to bring to church when things return to 

something like normal.  The costs of the church are largely             

unchanged even though we cannot meet, so your regular giving is 

extremely important to our collective 'health' and the mission of 

God here.                                        

 



Please pray….. "Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all  

circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus."              

( 1 Thessalonians 5.16-18) 

 

Give thanks: for the scientists and research assistants who are dedicated 

to finding a vaccine to the coronavirus. .  

 

A prayer for the Coronavirus outbreak 

Keep us, good Lord, 

under the shadow of your mercy, 

in this time of uncertainty and distress. 

Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, 

and lift up all who are brought low; 

that we may rejoice in your comfort 

knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 

in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

We pray for all those who are unwell at the moment, whether in body. 

mind or spirit, and all those with troubling investigations and diagnoses.  

 

 In particular we pray for  Ed Groves, Gary Joynes, Trevor Gutteridge, 

all those with the symptoms of Coronavirus infection, and all those 

on our parish 'Continuing Prayer' list.  May they know the power of God's 

healing love at work in their lives today. 

 

We give thanks for those who have been healed and restored. 

 

We remember those who have died recently and pray for their families 

and friends:   Maureen Wood., Mary Davies, Jean Bilney 

 

Jesus said “Come to me, all you who are weary and carrying heavy      

burdens, and I will give you rest.” Matthew 11.28. 


