
St Mary Magdalen St Guthlac 

 

 

  
B e n e f i c e  M a g a z i n e  

 

 
 
 

Vol 107  Issue 4 
July/August 2021 

Church goes outdoors 
In our last issue, we reported on an Easter service held out of doors. The 
improving weather has made it possible to beat the pandemic again by 
gathering outside. Here, Ida Stanyer describes another service held outside St 
Mary’s. And on page 3, Gemma Starkings reports on the successful revival of 
the School Run initiative. 
 

n Sunday 16th May we were able to hold our Third Sunday, non-
eucharistic service for families and friends in St Mary’s churchyard. This 
third Sunday worship, called “Fresh”, is the idea of having a creative 

and welcoming service where everyone will feel welcome - regular 
churchgoers and visitors 
alike.  

The first “Fresh” lived up 
to its name, being 
outdoors! 

Revd Matthew's vision 
for the third Sunday 
service is for it to be 
authentic, with many 
voices. “Fresh” doesn’t 
necessarily mean 
contemporary worship, 
the priority being a 
creative welcome from a 

team of people, and the outdoor service was hosted by Matthew, Andrew 
Oldershaw leading sound and worship, and members of Living Waters - the 
Benefice fellowship group for working age adults. Some of the team explained 
their thoughts on aspects of Psalm 1 and were also involved in both the 
readings and intercessions as usual.  

Continued on p 3 
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Vicar’s Letter  

 
Friends 
 
There have been some great steps 
forward in human history and some 
important scientific discoveries, as 
the result of “happy accidents”: 

• In 1928 Alexander Fleming first 
discovered the penicillin mould 
growing on dirty lab equipment 
left in sink over a holiday; 

• The discovery that nitrous oxide 
gas could be used as an 
anaesthetic was made by a 
dentist, Horace Wells, in 1884, 
when he was playing a party 
game; 

• French scientist Louis Pasteur 
poured himself a glass of wine 
from an open bottle in 1848, 
only to discover that it had gone 
sour overnight -and his 
subsequent investigations led to 
the ‘germ theory’ of disease. 

These and many more ‘happy 
accidents’ have brought countless 
benefits to us. “Serendipity” we 
sometimes call it, which, in itself, 
sounds like a happy word. But 
serendipity is not a good basis for a 

life of faith or for growth as a 
Christian. We can’t simply sit back 
and wait for ‘happy accidents’ to 
spur us on – rather we need to be 
intentional about our faith. 

This is particularly so at this time, 
when, because of the pandemic, we 
may have fallen out of our usual 
patterns of life and, specifically, out 
of the pattern of meeting together 
for worship. 

The restrictions that we have 
endured for so long have naturally 
made us very cautious even now, 
and we have perhaps lost the easy 
way we used to meet. But 
worshipping together is a key part 
of our faith – we are all part of the 
body of Christ and no Christian can 
thrive alone. So we must all keep 
weighing up if now is the right time 
to return to church – for the sake of 
our personal and collective spiritual 
health. 

Whatever your decision, can I urge 
you to be purposeful about 
nurturing your faith. No doubt God 
will continue to love us as deeply 
and completely as ever, but our part 
has to be an active and daily 
decision to deliberately follow the 
way of Jesus. 

“Let us hold unswervingly to the 
hope we profess, for he who 
promised is faithful. And let us 
consider how we may spur one 
another on toward love and good 
deeds, not giving up meeting 
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together, as some are in the habit of 
doing, but encouraging one 
another—and all the more as you 
see the Day approaching.”  Hebrews 
10.23-25. 

Yours in friendship and Christ’s 
service, 

Adrian 
 

Church goes outdoors 
(from page 1) 

A wonderful resource for St Mary's 
is the churchyard, as well as the 
'living waters' of the Wash Brook 
behind the church. So, we already 
had a great asset in our natural 
environment for the life-giving 
water’s theme of Psalm 1, the 
lectionary reading for 

that Sunday. The first “Fresh” 
service was blessed with glorious 

sunshine, and it was excellent to 
have the children there. It was easy 
to be comfortably socially distanced 
and because we were outdoors, 
masks were not required. We could 
even sing! It was wonderful to be 
able to raise our voices in praise 
after only thinking or mouthing the 
words to our hymns in church for 
the last few months. However, I 
don’t think St Martin’s Singers have 
anything to worry about!  

At the end of the service, we were 
able to exchange news and 
greetings with both old and new 
friends and go home, thanking God 
for a very moving and uplifting 
occasion. 

If you would like to get involved 
with helping Matthew in the third 
service either as a musician, sharing 
reflections or some other way, 
please get in touch. 

Ida Stanyer 

Refreshing the School 
Run! 
This article by Gemma Starkings 
from the Diocesan Communications 
team first appeared on the diocesan 
website. 
 

s the world tentatively opens 
up, we made a covid-safe call 
in on St Mary Magdalen 

Church in Knighton, to see where 
God was at work … 

A 
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Set against the backdrop of St 
Mary’s Church and in the warmth of 
God’s creation on this particularly 

sunny Wednesday morning, a group 
of locals have come together in 
faith, fellowship and the love of 
French pastries. 

This is ‘Re-Fresh the School Run!’ - a 
pop-up deli and Celtic prayer 
gathering where breakfast treats, 
freshly ground coffee and 
Northumbrian Community 
meditation help to start the day 
among the community of Knighton. 

It’s an idea that started back in 
November 2019, before the 
pandemic diminished our church 
contact and stopped people 
meeting in person altogether, but 
has been resurrected outside over 

the last month or so, making the 
most of the fine weather.  

The ‘proper’ coffee machine was 
purchased with the support of 
money from the Diocese of 
Leicester’s Growth Fund and, 
alongside the homemade cake and 
Hambleton pastries, has added to 
this cosmopolitan café-style 
experience. 

But it’s not just about the coffee, of 
course. 

Today it’s busy, with a steady 
stream of people coming and going, 
some taking a bench in the quiet 
church yard, others engaging in 
exuberant conversation. The 
atmosphere is relaxed and easy; 
God’s gentle presence felt in the 
welcome and loving service, among 
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the many and varied conversations, 
and at the heart of morning 
worship. 

A friendly team of Andrew, Ida and 
Irvine, alongside curate, Reverend 
Matthew Gough (who initiated this 
whole thing), mill around taking 
orders. 

The weekly gathering has proved 
popular with a mix of people across 
the area in recent weeks, popping in 
for a coffee and chat, before moving 
into the church for morning prayer. 
The plan is to keep things going 
until the end of the school summer 
term, and then bring the group back 
together again in the Autumn, if the 
desire is there. 

“We wouldn’t want it to become 
fossilised, but rather responsive to 
what people’s needs are, the 
seasons of the year and the seasons 
of the community,” says Reverend 
Adrian Jones, vicar at St Mary’s.  

“The church yard is such a 
thoroughfare at school-time, with 
parents and children coming back 
and forth, it just felt obvious to 
draw on that. And when you look 
around, God is here in the 
connections, in the conversations, in 
the drawing together of people who 
might not otherwise have the 
opportunity to meet.” 

By chance, a man is passing 
through, on a walk, and sits down 
for coffee. He doesn’t live in 
Knighton, but his parents married at 

the church in the 1930s and he was 
christened here, too.  As he sits 
back in the sun, admiring St Mary’s, 
he says it feels like ‘coming home’. 

Another lady, who has been mostly 
at home during the pandemic, is 
grateful to be among company. 
“After a busy career-life, I became a 
house-wife and have spent so much 
time at home lately it’s just 
wonderful to be in good company 
and beautiful surroundings,” she 
says. 

Ida, who is doing a grand job 
waiting the tables, says she feels 
happy to be able to serve God and 
the community. “It’s really 
important to me that people feel 
welcome here and that we can 
show them what the church has to 
offer – be that everything from 
spirituality to friendship,” she says. 

Revd Matthew is full of wonderful 
ideas for St Mary’s, and the Church 
in general, and has an infectious 
enthusiasm that is clearly of benefit 
to the parish.  

“Blessing the school run remains on 
my heart,” he explains. “We have a 
number of parents who pop in from 
time to time and the coming 
together of intergenerational 
communities in the process is God’s 
agency at work.” 
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Team member, Andrew, believes 
that with everything we’ve been 
through during the pandemic, it’s 
about reaching out to the 
community and sending the 
message that the church is here for 

everyone. “It’s a nice way for people 
to take time out with God, and each 
other, and to sit in quiet 
contemplation in a holy place,” he 
says. “For that, I’m a willing pair of 
hands.” 

 

 

 
 

  

ST MARY’S KNIGHTON SPIRE APPEAL 

AUCTION SALE 

Saturday 9 October 2021 at 2pm 
 

Knighton Parish Centre 
 

We are hoping for your help and support 
in finding Antiques and Collectables 

 
Minimum value £10.00  -  but no POSH TAT! 

Please look out items you have hidden away and the family don’t want! 
Ask your friends - and people moving house. 

We can collect and store items, which must be transportable by car. 
• PORCELAIN, GLASSWARE, GOLD and SILVER ITEMS, JEWELLERY 
• OLD BOOKS and POSTCARDS, CLOCKS, WATCHES 
• OLD COINS, MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS, ART DECO, ART NOUVEAU 
• MEMORABILIA,  SMALL FURNITURE 

Please - none of your cast-off pictures, unless they are a  valuable painting! 
 
Contact:        Michael or Lorna Kirk - Tel: 0116  2707843  
                       Email:   michaelkirk@btopenworld.com   
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People 
 

Getting to know … 

Beryl Bonfield 

 
The recently elected Church Warden 
at St Mary’s 

 have lived in Leicestershire and 
Leicester the whole of my life, 
having had a comprehensive 

education and attended Miss 
Upton's Commercial Training 
College. During my working life I've 
been a junior typist, a secretary, a 
PA and owner of an antique shop in 
Anstey specialising in furniture from 
William IV to Edwardian plus 
decorative items. 

In 1978 I joined the Leicester 
Business and Professional Women's 
Association and in 1990 became 
President of the Leicester Club. 

I have been a member of the 
Leicester Drama Society since 1966. 

I’ve been married twice: daughter 
Sally-Anne the first time, son James 
the second time – and I have 4 
grandchildren and 2 stepsons. 

Vic and I purchased a 45ft 
narrowboat in 1984 for holidays and 
the occasional weekend and as the 
children moved on we cruised the 
canals and rivers as our floating 
cottage until Vic's balance and 
health became dangerous on water. 

Unfortunately, Vic passed away in 
2017  and we had the funeral here 
at St Mary's. The following Sunday I 
attended Church and found a very 
warm welcome from all and during 
the next 2 years I became involved 
in the social side of the Church. 

On Saturday afternoons I'm a 
Volunteer at Age UK Bookshop in 
Oadby ,which I find very interesting. 

During Covid 19 lockdown I thought 
hard about the position of being a 
Church Warden and wondered if I 
would fit in. I now hope to bring the 
warmth that I experienced in the 
Church to you, the congregation, 
each Sunday.  

 
 

  

6/17/2021 20210617_094023.jpg

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/FMfcgzGkXmkFfgSrZPlRcHPssdVCQWJD?projector=1 1/1
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Honours 
Two people known to our parishes 
have received national honours this 
year. 

Helen Atkinson was made a Dame 
(DBE) in recognition of services to 
engineering and education in the 
Birthday honours list. Helen, 
formerly a professor of engineering 
at the University of Leicester, joined 
Cranfield University as Pro-Vice-
Chancellor of the School of 
Aerospace, Transport Systems and 
Manufacturing in 2017. 

She was appointed CBE in the 
Queen’s New Year’s Honours 2014 
and is a former Vice President and 
Fellow of the Royal Academy of 
Engineering, the highest honour for 
an engineer in the UK. 

Helen said: “I am utterly surprised 
and delighted. This is a huge 

honour. For someone from my 
background, with both parents 
leaving school at 16 and as the first 
in my family to go to University, this 
is a most amazing thing.’’ 

Helen was a regular member of the 
St Mary’s congregation, with her 
children. Her husband, Richard, was 
Archdeacon of Leicester, and is now 
Bishop of Bedford. 

Restaurateur Syedur Rahman was 
awarded the British Empire Medal 
(BEM) in the New Year’s list for his 
services to charity in Leicester.  

Syed owns restaurants Cuisine of 
India in Wigston and Chef and Spice 
in Hinckley Road. Parishioners who 
attended the curry evening at 
Cuisine of India at the start of the 
spire appeal saw the evidence of his 
charitable work in the impressive 
list of funds raised for charities 
through events held at his 
restaurants. 
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A different approach to biblical criticism – part 2

 
Continuing Stephen Foster’s examination of using critical analysis to 
understand and explain the Bible. 
 

ast month, I began to look at how a Classical Tragedy, say of Aristotle and 
similar writers, and The Gospel according to St Mark may well have more 
than a little in common in terms of their structure. 

I mentioned, the model set out by Freytag and his 'pyramid' as a typical one for 
the classical tragedies of old and how the Gospel of Mark fits this model in a 
fairly striking way.  

Now, I have to admit that in the last 150 years of Biblical Criticism, although 
some scholars have explored this path, in a fairly inconclusive way, no one 
seems to have been 'hooked' by the theory as I have been in this new way. This 
means that either I am 'on the right road', which others in time might find also, 
or I am in a 'blind alley' which is leading nowhere. But hey, the research of 
many a theological scholar has ended up in the latter ... so I am not too 
worried either way! 

From last month you will remember that I examined the Climax and 
Denouement of Freytag's Pyramid and how the mid drama Climax fitted very 
well with Peter's Confession of Faith at Caesarea Philippi, (8:27-31), and the 
Denouement which again fitted very well with the sudden ending of the Gospel 
at 16:8. 

Two further bits of Freytag's Pyramid, amongst others, also fit very well. (The 
'others' called Rising Action and Falling Action I will leave to your own further 
reading.) The two bits to be looked at here are The Exposition, and The 
Resolution. 

The Exposition in a Tragedy is to do with 'setting the scene', introducing the 
characters ... especially the tragic hero, or protagonist, and giving clues to the 
plot. 

In Mark, what scholars often call a 'day in the life of Jesus' (1:21-34) follows the 
choosing of the first disciples, and sets out in 'a day' many of the things which 
will define Jesus' ministry throughout the rest of the drama, with (crucially) 
questions being asked by the authorities about his 'being' and the conflicts 
which therefore arise. As an aside, we get a clue what sort of writer this Mark 
was, as he has this 'day' running from dawn till dusk and therefore doesn't 

L 
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understand that the Jewish day runs from nightfall to nightfall. Because of this 
and other clues in the text, most scholars think that Mark himself may well be 
a Gentile writing for Gentile converts. 

The Resolution in a Classical Tragedy usually involves the death of the 
protagonist or hero, and the conflicts found almost throughout come to a 
conclusion. This would translate very well to the trial and almost inevitable 
death of Jesus in Mark, the Crucifixion on Good Friday. 

So, here we have two more pieces in the jigsaw, which suggests to me and 
other scholars that Mark intended to write his Gospel using the form of a 
Classical Tragedy, a form well renowned in the classical world.  

Two fascinating caveats: 

Firstly, if the above holds water, what does it say about Luke and Matthew, 
both of whom had 'some version' of Mark in front of them when writing their 
own Gospel? 

Secondly, I say 'some version' of Mark. There are various analyses of Mark, 
including the above, which suggest certain stories, (or what we call 
'periscopes') to be out of place and their inclusion where they are doesn't help 
the progress of the whole. This may mean that the version of the Gospel of 
Mark we have may not be the original, and that there was/is somewhere, a 
sort of Proto-Mark which has been lost in the mists of time waiting to be 
discovered ... or further deduced by those much cleverer that me! 

SAF 

Wombles v Tossers  
Getting litter out of our local environment 

’m sure no-one reading this 
throws empty drinks cans from 
their car, leaves half eaten 

takeaways in the street or dumps 
their old bathroom suite in a 
country lane, but unfortunately, we 
are a nation of ‘Tossers’. It won’t 
have escaped your notice that 
Leicester has a significant problem 
with litter, as you will no doubt pass 
numerous discarded items on the 
path, in the gutter or in the road 

whenever you go for a walk. If you 
look more closely you will see that 

I 
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many hedges in your local area are 
stuffed with bottles and cans and 
that numerous layers of crisp 
packets and dog poo bags lurk 
underneath them. It’s easy to find 
this very dispiriting, but it’s uplifting 
to know that everyone can play a 
part in tackling this problem and 
that many people are now getting 
actively involved. 

South Leicestershire Litter Wombles 
is a rapidly growing group of people 
who collect litter, whether 
individually or with others, with the 
aim of enhancing the environment 
for the sake of both people and 
wildlife. The group has grown from 
3 to almost 3,000 members in just 
over 2 years and has collected over 
25,000 black bags of litter so far this 
year! Wombles have been active in 
Knighton, with 44 bags of grot 
collected to date during 2021. 

 
Wombled bags of street litter left 
near a council bin with a sticker to 
indicate that this is not fly tipping  

Maybe you have noticed a 
difference! 

If you would like to know more 
about the group, please get in touch 
with me at 
l.c.meakin@ntlworld.com or phone 
me on 2103690. 

If you want to get involved in 
tackling litter, there are various 
other ways in which you can make a 
difference: 

• Consider regularly picking up any 
litter which finds its way onto 
your drive or the 
verge/footpath/road outside 
your own house. This is a quick 
job and you won’t then have to 
look at it every time you go out. 
Maybe you could cover a longer 
stretch of your road? 

• Take a small bag with you when 
you go for a walk and pick up 
some items of litter as you go. 
You can then pop the bag into a 
litter bin (obviously remember 
hand hygiene!) 

• Report grot spots or fly tipping to 
the council (a handy way to do 
this is by having the Love Clean 
Streets app on your phone) 

• Contact a local councillor if you 
have a particular problem with 
littering in your street or would 
like the installation of a litter bin 
to be considered. 

Tossers will be with us for the 
foreseeable future, although it’s 
hoped that increasing 
environmental concern, and the 
education of young people will have 
an effect in the longer term. 
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Meanwhile we can all play a part in 
improving our own local 
environment. From a personal 
perspective I have found ‘wombling’ 

an extremely rewarding, healthy 
and mildly addictive activity! 

Lesley Meakin 

 

The Goroth Inheritance 
Concluding the stories of Goroth the 
Wingless Dragon, by Revd John 
Gates 

The Choice 

ame and fortune came to 
Goroth as a result of the books 
he wrote. Because of this, the 

reason for him living among the 
Yuppies became widely known. 
There were many articles about 
him, pictures of him with Janet and 
John, and numerous photos of the 
wingless dragon flying in a balloon. 
Goroth became the star guest of the 
balloonist club, and many wanted 
him in their team for the races. 

Unknown to Goroth, it was because 
of this that Geoffrey asked to come 
and see him. Geoffrey was the 
doctor, a genetic engineer who had 
befriended him when he had first 
arrived. Goroth always remembered 
the nurse with the needle, and was 
slightly hesitant at going. 

"Goroth", said Geoffrey, sitting in 
his untidy office, “I have a 
proposition to put to you. There is a 
great demand for wingless dragons, 
for as you know you can't get a 
dragon with wings into a balloon 
basket. I was wondering if with your  

permission and help, we could 
breed a whole new generation of 
wingless dragons." Geoffrey went 
on and explained his work as a 
genetic engineer, and talked about 
a person called Mendel, who grew 
runner beans. Goroth as always was 
a bit confused, but he had heard a 
violin concerto by his son, and 
thought he must be okay. 

Geoffrey described how he would 
isolate a tiny little bit of Goroth, his 
winglessness, and in the laboratory 
create the new breed of dragons. 
Goroth at first was thrilled to be 
asked, but then decided he needed 
time to think, and arranged to come 
back in a week's time. 

I don't know what your views are on 
genetic engineering. Many are 
afraid, and against such tinkering 
with creation. For those with 
serious inherited diseases it gives 
hope. In farming the science of 
selection has increased production 
and protected crops and animals 
from disease. For Goroth though 
there grew only the memories of his 
childhood, and the loneliness of 
disability, the longing to be like 
others. Now others would be like 
him. Was that okay? He 
remembered too the first touching 
of Duffin's wings. The pride in his 

F 
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son, who was whole. The 
knowledge that he would skim the 
heavens and see only things his 
father dreamed of. 

Yet somehow Goroth knew that he 
must say yes. It was as though 
destiny was calling, and life all 
around him was changing. Goroth 
had grown to love and care about 
the yuppies who were his friends. 
He knew his own future would be 
forever intertwined with them. 

The Clinic 

What happened next must be a 
secret. Goroth never told what 
happened. All we know is that 
Goroth went to the clinic on the 
following Tuesday. Whenever 
Jennifer asked him, he would go 
red, and stutter and say he would 
rather not talk about it. For Goroth 
this part of his life was very private, 
VERY PRIVATE. Although as he grew 
up, he realised he was the same as 
other male dragons, he didn't find it 
easy to talk to others about such 
things. Schoolboy jokes were one 
thing, but this was personal. 

The general details of the breeding 
of wingless dragons is, however, 
well documented. Geoffrey wrote a 
learned paper on it, which was 
published in a scientific magazine 
called Future Life. Twelve surrogate 
female dragons carried the Goroth 
eggs. After 10 months, 11 wingless 
dragons were born. Goroth was not 
involved with this. It was agreed 

however that when they were 1 
year old, they would come to live 
with Jennifer and Goroth in a big old 
house. 

From this time there is one memory 
that Goroth often recounts: how he 
saw his children in the nursery for 
the first time. His emotions were 
very mixed, but he remembers the 
great bond that welled up within. 
Although all his children were 
special. ............ 

Dragon House School 

Jennifer and Goroth argued for the 
first time about the name of the 
new house. At last, they agreed on 
the name of Dragon House School. 
The discussion, as Goroth referred 
to it, was nothing in comparison to 
the naming of the eleven wingless 
dragons. Like the dwarves in Snow 
White, the names seem to go on 
forever. In time it was a regular 
question in the Balloonist's Quiz 
night to name them all. For us it is 
enough that they all began with P. 
There were seven girls and four 
boys. 

In all, over a period of three years, 
forty-three wingless dragons were 
sired by Goroth, the first 
generation. Since then, the 
population of this breed of dragon 
has rapidly increased so that now 
they can be found in almost every 
country from Japan to Iceland. Their 
contribution to life has been 
immense, and Goroth could never 
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have imagined the importance of 
his lonely decision. 

Author's note 

My love for wingless dragons was 
born in the green countryside of 
Buckinghamshire, England. Near to 
my home, down a lane and across a 
field was a pond. As a small boy 
armed with jam jar and net, I would 
go to catch my wingless dragons, 
the common brown newt or the 
crested golden salamander. When I 
was little, I believed they had 
dinosaurs as their ancestors. Now in 
old age, I know they belong to a 
deeper story, part of the older 
magic of creation. 

 

Planned giving 
egular giving is an integral 
part of our church life, 
supporting our day-to-day 

costs, ministry and mission. These 
needs are not lessened during the 
pandemic. A good way to achieve 
this is through a weekly envelope or 
a monthly bank standing order as 
part of our Planned Giving Scheme. 
Scheme details can be obtained from 
the Planned Giving secretaries of 
each parish (see Contacts pages). If 
you are a taxpayer and gift aid your 
giving, our churches can claim an 
additional 25%.

Contacts and Who’s Who
Benefice Ministry Team 
Vicar 
Revd Adrian Jones 
(day off normally Friday) 

 
0116 270 4268 
or 07584 
954414 

 
adrian.jones@zoho.com 

Assistant Curate 
Revd Matthew Gough  
(day off normally Friday) 

 
07754 961997 

 
Revgough@gmail.com 

Revd Aphro McCullough 0116 283 7887 aphro.mccullough@btinternet.c
om 

Revd Canon Dr Stephen Foster 07966 376905 safpta6@gmail.com 

Revd Janet Gasper 0116 288 9646 janet.gasper@hotmail.co.uk 

R 
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Reader 
Fiona Wingate 

 
07515 752954 

 
Fiona.wingate@talktalk.net 

 
 
St. Guthlac’s 
Church Wardens 
David Hunt, Tina Jarvis 
churchwardens@stguthlac-
knighton.co.uk 
 
Parish Administrator 
Jane Wright 
administrator@stguthlac-
knighton.co.uk 
 
Deanery Synod  
Fiona Wingate 
 
PCC Secretary 
Lesley Meakin 
 
PCC Treasurer 
David Hunt 
 
Sacristan  
Steve Bowyer 
 
Parochial Church Council 
The Vicar, the Associate Priest, the 
Church Wardens, the PCC Secretary, 
the PCC Treasurer, The Deanery 
Synod representative; and Steve 
Bowyer, Chris Bullough, Yolanda 
Courtney, Jean Gabbar, Peter Lakin, 
Brenda Lee, Ann Swanson, Jane 
Wright 
 
Children and Vulnerable Adults 
Advocate 
Tina Jarvis  

 
Child Protection/Safeguarding 
Adults Co-ordinator 
Anne Hunt  
safeguarding@stguthlac-
knighton.co.uk 
 
Diocesan Safeguarding Officer  
Rachael Spiers 
0116 2616341  
rachael.spiers@leccofe.org 
 
Planned Giving Scheme 
David Hunt 
 
Electoral Roll 
Jane Wright 
 
Flower Rota    
Cheryl Brewer 
 
Church Group    
Lesley Meakin 
 
Youth Group    
Tina Jarvis 
 
Knighton Players   
David Hunt 
 
Memory Cafe    
Tina Jarvis 
Community Cafe   
Lesley Meakin 
 
Tea and Talk     
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Tina Jarvis 
 
Organ studentship co-ordinator 
Yolanda Courtney 
 
Holbrook Hall Caretakers & 
bookings 
Mark & Steph are on furlough 
during  the pandemic 
 
 

St Mary’s 

Church Wardens  
Sian Howard 
07932 557 646 
sian.howard@tiscali.co.uk 
 
Beryl Bonfield 
0116 270 2202 
berylbonfield1945@gmail.com 
 
Parish Administrator 
James Gutteridge 
office@knightonparish.co.uk  
 
Deanery Synod  
Bob Rutland  
David Stanyer  
 
PCC Secretary  
Nigel Siesage 
07910 850 198 
nigel.siesage@gmail.com  
(Magazine business to 
stmaryknighton.magazine@gmail.com 
please) 
 
PCC Treasurer 
Amanda Beck 
07732 020 023 

adb567@hotmail.com 
 
Sacristan 
David Ardley 
0116 221 9604 
 
Parochial Church Council 
The Vicar, the Curate, the Church 
Wardens, the PCC Secretary, the 
PCC Treasurer, The Deanery Synod 
representatives; and Angelica 
Amoroso, Josh Crick deBoom, 
Michael Kirk, Andrew Oldershaw, 
David Palmer, Lorna Pollard, Judith 
Rudd, David Stanyer, Ida Stanyer  
 
Children and Vulnerable Persons 
Advocate 
John Astles 
07976 391 558  
 
Child Protection/Safeguarding 
Adults Co-ordinator 
Cora Paul 
0116 367 8954  
 
Bell Ringers  
Jane Salt 
0116 270 6293 
 
Planned Giving Scheme  
Lorna Pollard 
0116 270 4272  
 
Envelope Secretary  
Helen Long 
0116 270 7781  
 
Electoral Roll 
Eileen McKellican 
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0116 270 0714 
 
Flower Guild 
Deborah Martin 
0116 270 7525  
 
Magazine Editor 
Nigel Siesage 
07910 850 198 
stmaryknighton.magazine@gmail.com  
 
Magazine Distribution 
Bernard Stone 
0116 288 1306 
 
Thursday Morning Club  
Mavis Mason 
0116 229 5760  
 
Mothers’ Union 
Anne Squires 
0116 210 2504 
 
Social Committee 
Cora Paul 
0116 367 8954  
 
Instrumentalists  
Beverley Jarrom 
0116 212 8331 
 
Sunday Club 
Judi Stone 
0116 288 1306  
 
Rainbows 
Gill Gates 
0116 220 3643  
 
 

Beavers, Cubs and Scouts  
Sue Parsley (Co-ordinator)  
0116 271 6071 
 
Brownies (Monday)  
Megan Thomas  
07732 042 216  
 
Brownies (Wednesday)  
Gill Gates 
0116 220 3643 
 
Guides (Monday) 
Anne Hunt 
0116 271 6991 
 
Guides (Wednesday) 
Gill Gates 
0116 220 3643 
 
Caretakers & Bookings 
Mark & Steph are on furlough 
during the pandemic. 
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The Benefice Magazine 

The closing date for copy for the next 
issue is 1 September 2021, for 
publication in mid-September. All 
contributions are appreciated. 
Please send your contributions, 
preferably in Word, to 
stmaryknighton.magazine@gmail.co
m. Articles do not represent the 

opinions of the Parochial Church 
Council of either church. 
Typographical and other errors (and 
the occasional omission) are the 
Editor’s responsibility.  

Nigel Siesage 
 
 
 

 
 

We are grateful to June Ardley for this word search puzzle from “Purls of 
Wisdom”, a newsletter compiled by a group of members of St Barnabas’ 
Church, Middlesbrough, who ‘meet to knit and chatter’. 
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Post Lock down 'Teach in' 

 
An Introduction to the Gospels 

 
Revd Canon Dr Stephen Foster will be running a series of three 
lectures in August as an Introduction to the Gospels. Each session 
will be 50 minutes interaction/teaching, then 40 minutes tea/biscuits 
and further questions.  
 
The provisional titles are:  
 
August 5th  'What do YOU/WE know about the Gospels?'  

August 12th  'What would YOU/WE call the Gospels? 
History?...Story?...Theology?...?  

August 19th  WE look at St Mark...the first Gospel to be written?  

 
All the sessions will be 2.30pm in St Guthlac’s and then repeated at 
7.30pm in St. Mary’s.  
 
They will take place in the church to enable social distancing to take 
place if preferred.  
 
Everyone is welcome to attend any/all of the sessions for an 
instructive and enjoyable get together.  
 
Please bring a notebook and your favourite Bible to each lecture. 

 


