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Wild Spring on Knighton Green 

n a recent article in the Church Times, Malcolm Guite reported that during 
his daily walk near the stream in Linton, Cambs, he observed “a beautiful 
collection of painted stones, growing every day, and placed there in a 

lengthening line by the children of the village.” The vibrancy and joy of what 
the local children had created was amazing. 
 
This prompted the idea that 

we could encourage the 

Knighton community to do 

likewise during their Easter 

holiday. 

The folk who look after 

Knighton Green were 

approached and lent their 

support. Now a ‘Source 

Stone’ was required to start 

the river flowing. A remnant 

from St Mary’s steeple was 

found and our artistic friend 

Susan Sansome used her 

skills in decorating it. 

On Saturday 3 April 2021, the 

River of Stones started 

flowing.  (Continued on p 9)   

I 
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Vicar’s Letter  

 

Friends 

he Japanese proverb says 

“Fall seven times – stand up 

eight” and it expresses 

something of the perseverance and 

patience that we need to show in 

the face of all life’s challenges. This 

philosophy, of time well spent but 

never rushed, characterises many of 

the traditions of Japan, and I am 

attempting to put it into practice… 

by growing bonsai trees! 

My “Easy Bonsai Starter Kit” was a 

birthday present last year, but I’m 

afraid that it’s been busyness rather 

than patience that has meant it’s 

only now that I’m taking it out of 

the box and getting ready to grow 

some miniature trees… 

The kit is simple: pots, compost, 

clippers and six types of seeds, plus 

of course, some instructions. But if 

the novice bonsai grower is looking 

for quick results, then this is the 

wrong hobby. To germinate the 

seeds of the Japanese Red Maple, 

for instance, requires soaking them 

in lukewarm water for 48 hours, 

then keeping them in a ziplock bag 

in the freezer for eight weeks, then 

planting and waiting for another 

two months. After germination, it’s 

just three years until the tree is 

ready for its first clipping. It’s truly 

an investment of time and patience 

– there’s nothing that can force the 

pace.  

It is good to remind ourselves that 

growth has a natural pace – and I 

believe this applies as much to 

human community life together 

(and therefore to the church), as it 

does to bonsai.  

As our lockdown restrictions are 

eased, many of us are impatient to 

get ‘back to normal’ – but the old 

‘normal’ won’t come back, and 

indeed, it wouldn’t ‘work’ in a world 

that has changed. We need the 

patience to grow a fresh, new sense 

of church community life together. 

We have all been through a 

challenging time and the way we 

see things will have changed. The 

patterns of church life may change 

now too; our priorities may shift. 

But new growth takes time. 

The ‘Holy Habits’ booklet that 

comes with this edition of the 

T 
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benefice magazine, starts to look 

again at the priorities for us as a 

church family and community, using 

the early Church as described in the 

Acts of the Apostles as a 

springboard. Please do read it with 

some care and think about the 

questions that are posed; we will 

return to them in future months. 

Please also read my article here 

about the Diocesan process called 

‘Shaped by God Together’. The fresh 

growth that is needed in Knighton is 

also needed across our Diocese of 

Leicester, and as a ‘community of 

communities’ the needs and 

challenges of other churches have 

wider implications for us as well. 

In all this talk of growth and change, 

let’s also remember that “neither 

the one who plants nor the one who 

waters is anything, but only God, 

who makes things grow.” (1 

Corinthians 3.7) God will set a good 

and natural pace for us, if we only 

have the patience to look for what 

he is doing already, and then join in. 

This is our encouragement; however 

long my bonsai may take, we know 

that God is already active in the 

fresh growth of our church life - 

“We are co-workers in God’s 

service; you are God’s field, God’s 

building.” (1 Corinthians 3.9, my 

emphasis). 

Yours in friendship and Christ’s 

service 

Adrian 

 

St Mary’s spire 

‘Jobs a Good’un’ 

fter a few twists and turns 
along the way, the repairs to 
St Mary’s spire and tower 

have now been completed and the 
scaffolding dismantled to reveal the 
church in all its splendour. 

My final inspection took place with 
stonemason, Bruce Park and 
architect, Richard Brook on a bright, 
but chilly, Spring morning.  The new 
leadwork to the walkway roof 
parapet area had just been 

completed and the replacement oak 
louvres to the tower window 

A 
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openings, were all in place.  Apart 
from a few remaining bits of minor 
repointing to the stonework, the 
general consensus was that the 
work had been completed to a high 
standard and all interested parties 
confirmed that it had been an 
interesting and pleasing project to 
work on. 

The archaeologists from the 
Yorkshire Archaeological and 
Historical Society found nothing of 
significance during their inspection, 
but I did discover some names that 
had been carved into the inside face 
of the parapet wall. 

 
Erosion over the years makes them 
difficult to read, but I wondered if 
these were the names of those who 
had crafted the original church 
stonework in times gone by and if 
Bruce had secretly signed off his 
work somewhere high up on the 
spire. 

I made my way down from the top 
lift of the scaffolding to visit Mary 
Magdalen, for one last time.  Her 
statue having received a ‘mini 
make-over’, making her more 
resplendent than ever as she stands 
snug and re-secured in her niche 

high above the East face of the 
tower.  As I gazed at her, she 
seemed to smile back at me when I 
thanked her for overseeing the 
work and ensuring all had been 
completed in an agreeable and safe 
manner.  I can’t be certain … but 
true to Leicester’s building tradition, 
when a job has been completed - 
well, I think I may have heard her 
whisper back to me … ‘Jobs a 
good’un!’  

 

May God richly bless Saint Mary 
Magdalen and our Church she is 
named after, as we move forward, 
post pandemic, into a new chapter 
of Christian witness within the 
Knighton community. 

Andrew Oldershaw 
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Celebrating Easter 
outdoors 

 
aster Sunday was always 
going to be different this year, 
as the church wasn’t open for 

worship for the second year running 
and Covid was still casting its 
shadow over St Mary’s.  However, 
Revd Matthew was not going to be 
deterred from organising something 
alternative and special.  He came up 
with the idea of an act of worship 
outside, beginning while it was still 
dark, in the early hours of Sunday 
morning, culminating in ‘Alleuia, He 
is risen’, just as the sun rose. 

The morning was perfect.  Fifteen of 
us arrived in the churchyard and a 
roaring fire was ignited in a firepit, 
fuelled by old service sheets that 
had accumulated in the vestry.  The 
atmosphere was wonderful, as the 
thick, sparkling frost lay on the 
ground and the moon shone 

brightly overhead.  Andrew began 
with the song ‘Light of the World - 
Here I am’, Matthew read a poem 
about Judas and then we processed 
to the bridge over the brook. There 
Matthew reminded everyone of 
their baptismal vows, as he took 
water from the brook and dripped a 
little into everyone’s cupped hands 
to make a sign of the cross on their 
forehead and pray.  

Lorna Pollard and Carolyn read from 
Exodus 14 and Romans 6, before 
everyone returned to the 
churchyard and gathered once again 
around the fire.  Andrew then led 
everyone in singing ‘Lord of the 
Dance’ and Revd Matthew, Lorna 
and Carolyn changed from their 
dark coats of night into their white 
robes of light.  Josh read our Easter 
gospel reading and then Revd 
Matthew dipped a small loaf of 
bread into wine, and the Eucharist 
was shared.  

 

E 
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Lorna then entered the church and 
brought out the large, decorated 
Pascal Candle, which represents the 
figure of Christ, and Revd Matthew 
lit it from the fire, using a small 
candle from Jerusalem as a spill.  By 
this time the birds had fully woken 
up, and as Andrew brought the 
service to a conclusion with, ‘You 
Shall Go Out With Joy’, they joined 
in with great gusto, just as the sun 
fully appeared in a blaze of light.  

The final memory, once Happy 
Easters had been exchanged and 
everyone took their own path 
home, was of a robed Rev Matthew, 
walking home through Knighton 

Green, with the biggest smile on his 
face and a large fire bucket in his 
hand! 

 

Carolyn Oldershaw 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ST MARY’S KNIGHTON SPIRE APPEAL 

AUCTION SALE 

Saturday 9 October 2021 at 2pm 
Knighton Parish Centre 

 

We are hoping for your help and support 
in finding Antiques and Collectables 

 
Minimum value £10.00  -  but no POSH TAT! 

Please look out items you have hidden away and the family don’t want! 

Ask your friends - and people moving house. 

We can collect and store items, which must be transportable by car. 

• PORCELAIN, GLASSWARE, GOLD and SILVER ITEMS, JEWELLERY 

• OLD BOOKS and POSTCARDS, CLOCKS, WATCHES 

• OLD COINS, MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS, ART DECO, ART NOUVEAU 

• MEMORABILIA,  SMALL FURNITURE 

Please - none of your cast-off pictures, unless they are a  valuable painting! 

 

Contact:        Michael or Lorna Kirk - Tel: 0116  2707843  
                       Email:   michaelkirk@btopenworld.com   
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Shaped by God TOGETHER 

From Adrian, the Vicar: 

It is no exaggeration to say that the future shape of our local churches could be 
radically different by the end of 2021. Shaped by God Together is the process 
that will lead to critical decisions at the Diocesan Synod in October. Bishop 
Martyn has asked that each local church and worshipping community in our 
diocese should get involved in this process and we will have our own ‘local 
conversation’ in the near future. In the meantime, can I encourage you to read 
this information from the Diocese, and perhaps explore the video resources on 
the Diocesan website? The shape of our local church – how our ministers, money 
and buildings are used – is going to change. Our first decision is simply whether 
we want to have a say in that change or not. 

From the Diocese of Leicester: 

What’s this all about? We’ve all experienced changes in how we exist as church 
communities recently. We recognise opportunities in what is happening but also 
long for the return of some elements of our pre-pandemic life. At the same time, 
we see that we will have to tackle some challenges ahead. ‘Shaped By God 
Together’ is a process of prayerfully and practically working out together how 
we live out our Everyday Faith in a new world.  

We want to explore together a new diocese-wide framework for our ministry, 
finance and buildings to establish ways of working that enable all to flourish 
despite the challenges we face.  

Ministry: Over recent years, our patterns of ministry have seen some significant 
changes including the development of pioneers and other lay ministers, and the 
establishment of fresh expressions of Church, Resourcing Churches, and Inter-
cultural Worshipping Communities. We have also explored the rural and urban 
relationship within our diocese, and the need to consider the changing social 
landscape we live in. Through our ‘Ministry Group’ we are asking questions 
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about how we might organise and further release our ministry across the whole 
diocese, exploring the ways in which we shape our ministry for local 
contexts. (Adrian’s note: this means questions about how ordained ministers 
and others are shared around and between parishes) 

Finance: For some years the gap between receipts of Parish Contribution and 
the cost of ministry (in our Diocese) has been around £1million. A number of 
other income sources have been used to subsidise that gap, but this was already 
becoming unsustainable and the gap was growing, even before the impact of 
the pandemic. As part of the Shaped By God Together process, we want to 
explore a different approach to how we use our resources to enable ministry 
across the diocese. This approach is one of “Ministry Investment” and would be 
focused around our diocesan vision and priorities. To support this approach to 
our shared diocesan finances we need to adapt and strengthen our Parish 
Contribution system, developing a clear link with the cost of providing different 
forms of ministry. (Adrian’s note: this means questions about changing the way 
that parishes contribute money to the diocese, and inevitably, how much we 
contribute)  

Buildings: The care of a church building is the responsibility of the local PCC and 
this can be a significant burden in relation to people’s time and energy and the 
financial resources of the local church. As part of the Shaped By God Together 
process, we want to explore a number of possible options for how we might 
provide additional support to PCCs. These include a type of Service Level 
Agreement regarding basic maintenance and preparatory work for repair 
projects that would complement the quinquennial inspection report process, 
and a form of Diocesan Church Buildings Trust.  

Alongside this, an approach to Seasonal Churches is being explored, drawing 
from experience in other dioceses of different forms of festival churches. 
“Seasonal Church” is a suggested missional category of church, which may 
include use of the church building as a community hub.  We also want to test 
out a flowchart to guide parishes through the various options and to explain how 
they might be accompanied and enabled to have good conversations about 
significant building challenges. (Adrian’s note: this means considering a range of 
different options for the care and use of all our church buildings) 

Local Conversations:  We are asking every church and worshipping community 
to hold a prayerful Local Conversation in May/early June. These will be led by 
local leaders and will introduce Shaped By God Together to as wide a group of 
people as possible and enable all to explore three possible ministry models 
together. From that session, we will be collecting your collective feedback on 



KNIGHTON BENEFICE MAGAZINE 

 
 

9 

the various options for the way we shape our future ministry by Monday 21 
June.  

Adrian’s note: I hope that you can see how important this Shaped by God 
Together process is going to be! Please look out for details of our own Local 
Conversation and have your say on the ideas that are being discussed – the 
decisions will be made by the Diocesan Synod in October. 

__________________ 

River of Stones  

Continued from p 1 

Each day, more stones were added - 

flowers, bees, butterflies, trees, ladybirds, 

sheep, rabbits, birds, owls, rainbows and a 

painted hedgehog. Here is another story, a 

young man appeared with a large box and 

we thought ‘more stones’ ... But no, in it 

was a hibernating hedgehog: where could 

it be taken safely? Knighton Wild came to 

the rescue, knowing of a local lady who 

cared for such creatures.  

So much pleasure has been given to 

everyone who stopped for a moment to 

count and delight in these 200 ingenious 

works of art. 

Lorna Kirk 

Our poet in residence, Flick Titley, was moved to write these lines: 
                                              

The Stone Path 
 

The Stone lined path displays 
The loving care and tenderness 

of those who, pen or brush in hand 
Created happy visions of a brighter world 

May we who  walk among them 
Feel the hope, embrace the beauty 

and enjoy the spring 
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Caring for all of God’s creation

he challenges facing humanity 
from the change in the earth’s 
climate as a result of human 

activity has hopefully not escaped 
the notice of readers of this 
magazine.  On a daily basis, there 
are reports of the issues relating to 
the sea of plastic in our oceans, the 
threat of global temperature rise 
resulting in sea level rise and 
temperatures that make existence 
unbearable, and the over-
consumption by the wealthy north 
directly affecting the lives of people 
in the global south.  These are all 
complex issues, but they must be 
tackled – so what are we the church 
in Knighton doing about it? 

During Lent this year Matthew, our 
curate, led a five-week course, 
“Caring for Creation” 
(https://www.yorkcourses.co.uk/pr
oduct/caring-for-creation) in which 
we explored the Christian 
imperative to care for creation.  
Genesis 1:26-28 speaks of humans 
being given “dominion” over all of 
creation.  Sadly, too often dominion 
has been taken to mean power (and 
thus exploitation), but as the course 
progressed it became clear to those 
attending that this dominion was 
more (much more) than simply 
power over creation.  It means that 
we all have a responsibility to care 
for all of creation as part of our 
Christian life and witness. We are 
reminded in 1 John 3:18 to love, not 

in word or speech but in truth and 
action.  But a course that awakens 
awareness can only go so far: action 
is needed if we are truly to show 
our love for the world as Christ 
loves us.  So, what is happening 
within Knighton Benefice, you ask: 

Both churches’ PCCs have 
committed to the EcoChurch 
programme, which is an award 
scheme managed by the A Rocha 
organisation 
(https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk), 
endorsed by many leading charities 
such as Christian Aid and Tearfund 
to name a couple.  A Rocha UK 
(ARUK) is a Christian charity working 
for the protection and restoration of 
the natural world and committed to 
equipping Christians and churches 
in the UK to care for the 
environment.  The EcoChurch 
scheme provides a manageable, 
stepwise approach to what might 
otherwise seem the daunting task of 
reviewing ‘where we are now’ and 
deciding what action we need to 
take. Leicester Diocese is also 
registered as an Eco Diocese, 
needing 40% of all parishes in the 
Diocese to become Eco Churches. 
The EcoChurch Framework asks us 
as a worshiping community to 
consider the following areas of our 
lives: 

• Worship and teaching 

T 

https://www.yorkcourses.co.uk/product/caring-for-creation
https://www.yorkcourses.co.uk/product/caring-for-creation
https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/
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• Community and global 
engagement 

• Lifestyle 

• Management of church land 

• Management of church 
buildings 

We will evaluate what we are 
presently doing in these areas using 
a multi-question survey.  In the first 
instance a group from each of our 
churches will assess “where are we 
now” and look at ideas of how 
increase our activity in each of these 
areas.  But this is not a tick box 
exercise to be carried out by a few 
people to make our churches look 
good.  Whilst the scheme provides 
accreditation and awards, and so is 
something to strive for, the awards 
are not the aim.  The aim is to 
ensure we look after, protect and 
conserve all of God’s creation – the 
air, the water, the land, and the 
people. The aim is to bring about 
real change in us, in our actions and 
our environment:  to support and 
encourage all in our community to 
make and campaign for the changes 
needed; to build relationships and 
through them work together to 
tackle climate change and social 
injustice.  The approach ensures 
that we don’t just focus on our 
buildings but also our lifestyles, our 
community and global engagement 
and how we use our land.  It 
challenges us to think about our 
worship and whether that 

encourages us to be disciples of 
Christ, to love our neighbours as 
ourselves by loving our world.  It 
also supports the work we already 
do with organisations like Christian 
Aid and Fairtrade. 

This journey is not just for a small 
group from our churches, it is one 
for our whole church family to show 
love for all of God’s creation, not 
only by changing our habits and 
lifestyles to reduce our impact on 
the world, but also by working 
together with people locally and 
more widely to bring about the 
changes needed to help those most 
affected by climate change.  Many 
of you will already actively be 
contributing to protecting creation 
and fighting social injustice and we 
thank God for that.  What this 
approach aims to do is share that 
experience and to work together for 
greater impact.  The issues of 
climate change are not a problem to 
be left to the young people – we all, 
regardless of age or mobility, have a 
part to play.  Please get involved 
where you feel able, because we are 
stronger together.   

In the meantime, we would 
encourage you to consider 
registering with EcoChurch, as an 
individual, and joining either St 
Guthlac’s Church or St Mary 
Magdalen, so that you may follow 
progress and engage with the 
survey for the five areas.  You can 
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sign up via this 
link https://app.ecochurch.org/login 

The Frequently Asked Questions link 
gives a useful tutorial to joining 
(https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/fr
equently-asked-questions/).  

Keep an eye out in the newsletters 
for updates.  But please get involved 
in some way. 

Fiona Wingate / Matthew Gough 

 

 

 

CLIMATE CHAOS 

 

Droughts are now more frequent and 
more intense due to the climate crisis. 

Millions of people in Kenya, are struggling to get enough food and water. 

Your gift could help a community build an earth dam, so when the rains do 
come, they will have the water they need to live. Every last drop of water is 
needed to survive the drought. 

Climate chaos is one of the greatest injustices we face. Together we can 
STOP this climate crisis. 

Every envelope. Every gift. Every challenge can change lives. 

This year St Mary’s will not be organising a house-to-house envelope collection 
for Christian Aid Week. However, envelopes will be put out in church so that 
you can still support this very worthy charity. 

There are, of course, other ways that you can donate even if you are not able 
to attend church. 

 If you go to the link below you can donate directly to the Christian Aid week 
website:                                                                       
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/key-appeals/christian-aid-week 

Alternatively, you can do something a little different. This year Christian Aid 
are inviting people to:  

Walk 300,000 steps this May whilst getting fit and raising vital funds. 

• It’s simple: take 300,000 sponsored steps across the month of May to 
raise vital funds for communities battling the worst of this climate crisis.  

https://app.ecochurch.org/login
https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/frequently-asked-questions/
https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/frequently-asked-questions/
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/key-appeals/christian-aid-week
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• Our steps challenge clocks in at just under 10,000 steps a day and you 
can do the challenge alone or with a team, supporting each other to 
reach your goal. Whether you decide to walk, jump, skip, hop or run 
your steps is completely up to you! 

• The next step is to join our 300,000 steps in May Facebook group. You’ll 
find lots of people who are also taking on the challenge, get access to 
top tips, a support network and lots of motivation. 

• If you’re not a Facebook user, don’t worry, you can still join in the fun 
using a JustGiving page to collect in your sponsorship, you’ll find a handy 
guide here.  

• Once you sign up through the form below, we will send you your very 
own Christian Aid t-shirt.      

• You can find our FAQs here, and if you need further support please get 
in touch at hello@christian-aid.org.  

• Challenge yourself and walk 300,000 steps in May for Christian Aid 
• Thank you for stepping up and raising funds to support the world’s 

poorest people.  
 

• Sign up today 

 

A different approach to biblical criticism

o begin an article by saying 
that what follows is wholly in 
the realm of academic biblical 

criticism and more especially within 
the part of the above called 'form 
criticism', that is in part, how things 
are 'formed' as they are ... you 
might think it better 'to make a 
cuppa', miss this out altogether, and 
go straight to the next 'offering'! 

Well... please stick with it, and 
although you might not think of 
yourself as a theologian or a biblical 
scholar, see how, in a very simple 
way, such things, when applied to 
the Gospel according to Mark, make 
things fascinatingly 'light up'. I 

became interested as a teenager... 
and 50 plus years later ... !!! 

Mark’s is almost certainly the first 
written Gospel based on THE Gospel 
or THE Good News of Jesus Christ. 
Mark is a Gospel written about 
70AD and one used slightly later by 
the writers we call Matthew and 
Luke, all having their titles attached 
to them when already in circulation 
towards the end of the second 
century. 

There are many models that 
scholars have used to describe 
wholly, or in part, the 'form' of 
Mark. Some of these are really 

T 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/300000StepsInMay
https://www.justgiving.com/christianaid_
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/sites/default/files/2021-02/How%20to%20fundraise%20for%20Christian%20Aid%20using%20JustGiving.pdf
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals-key-appeals-christian-aid-week/events/christian-aid-week-challenge-yourself-faqs
mailto:hello@christian-aid.org
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insightful and helpful - and some 
are not!  

To date, I know of over 60 
'possibles' of the former ,which 
have provided me with food for 
thought over the years. 

Presently, I am investigating an idea 
which aligns the form of Mark (as 
we have it) with that of a Classical 
Greek Tragedy. I say 'as we have it', 
as it is the case with all the Gospels, 
that what we have may indeed be 
somewhere close to its original 
form, but to call it 'the original' is 
taking something of a risk.  

In reading around someone like 
Aristotle and others, I discovered a 
literary analysis of Classical Tragedy 
by one Gustav Freytag, a 19th 
century German novelist and 
playwright. 

The more I delved into his model of 
a 'pyramid', which is in part, a 
pictorial description of how many a 
Classical Tragedy and more modern 
novels are constructed, quite by 
accident, it struck me... 

'Hold on ... this pyramid model 'fits' 
very well with how Mark appears to 
me in terms of its own form.' 

The more I delved into this has not 
put me off thinking that there is 
more than a 'little something' in 
this.  

There are five parts to Freytag's 
Pyramid ... and in this article I will 
name them and explain how, it 

seems to me, two of them 'fit' the 
Gospel according to Mark rather 
well. 

The five parts of Freytag's Pyramid 
which correspond to the order and 
form of a Greek Tragedy are as 
follows: 

Exposition ... Inciting Incident. 

Rising Action 

CLIMAX 

Falling Action  

Resolution ... 
(Catastrophe)        DENOUEMENT 

The two parts in capitals are now 
explained in general terms and then 
applied to Mark's gospel. 

Climax  

Halfway through the Tragedy, the 
Climax is the turning point in the 
story. This is where the protagonist, 
the main character, relates to 
his/her fate along with his/her 
adherents. This is where the central 
conflict is addressed, and which 
then cannot be 'undone'. 

Relating this to St Mark, the Climax 
finds itself expressed at Caesarea 
Philippi (Mark 8:27-33). 

This is textually halfway through the 
Gospel, where the whole character 
of the Gospel and even the 
geographical direction changes. In 
the first half Mark has Jesus giving 
the disciples all the clues they 
should need as to who he is. 
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Teaching, healings, conflicts, nature 
miracles,  exorcisms: these are 
mostly all in the first part of the 
Gospel as Jesus moves 
geographically northwards, ending 
up in Caesarea Philippi. 

At the Climax, finally the 'penny 
drops' for Peter and he 'gets it right' 
and, as the main voice of all the 
disciples, recognises Jesus as the 
Messiah. 

But then Jesus relates what his 
Messiahship actually means - the 
fate of the Cross which cannot be 
undone, a Cross that his disciples 
are asked to share. Also from there, 
Jesus geographically turns round 
and starts his return to Jerusalem. 
The miracles now largely 'dry up' 
and much space is given as to HOW 
they are to be the real disciples of 
the Messiah. 

The whole character of the story 
changes from this point, the CLIMAX 
of the drama. 

Dénouement 

This 'coda' at the end of a drama 
ties up the loose ends which remain 
as a coda to the final 'catastrophe': 
a term used by Freytag as the last 
parts of his pyramid. 

With Mark, the Crucifixion is not 
followed by any resurrection 
appearances, but the promise from 
the empty tomb that Jesus is risen 
and is going before them to Galilee, 
where he would be seen. In 16:8, 
the women run away from the tomb 

in fear...and the curtain comes 
down. 

This convinces me that, in terms of 
its form, Mark fully intended to end 
the Gospel at that verse and in this 
dramatic fashion ... the extra pieces 
being added by another or others 
sometime later. 

Stephen Foster 

The stones of St Mary’s 
spire 
 

t Mary’s Church was built in 
the 13th century, with the spire 
being added in the early 15th 

century.  It is 34 metres high and is 
crowned by the golden cockerel 
weathervane. 

Major alterations were carried out 
to the Church in 1860 and 1894, and 
it was enlarged extensively in 1962.   
There is no evidence of repairs to 
the spire. 

The restoration of the spire was 
completed in April 2021 at a cost of 
£150,000. 

Some of the original stones which 
have been  replaced have been 
saved. 

There are 31 stones weighing 
between 5kgs and 25kgs.  They 
measure 16cms x 14cms to 40cms x 
33cms and are available as a 
souvenir. They could be 600 years 
old!  They would make a good 
rockery feature for any garden. 

S 
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If you would like to acquire one by 
making a donation according to size, 
they can be viewed at 46 Shirley 
Road by ringing 2707843. 

A viewing, together with a Plant 
Sale 

will take place at 46 Shirley Road 

on Bank Holiday Monday, 31 May  
2021 

2.00pm  -  5pm 

Teas will be served 

All proceeds in aid of the spire 
appeal fund. 

 

Local history 

Kenwood Pool 1934 -1947 

he 1920s and 30s saw a huge number of outdoor swimming pools built, 
often with extensive lawned areas for sunbathing. Living in Knighton 
since 1976, I had heard tales of Kenwood Swimming Pool, though by the 

time I arrived it had been demolished and replaced by the development of 
Arreton Close. There were stories it had been built by a Mr Ken Wood from the 
Isle of Wight – which is only partly correct – and even the exact year it opened 
was debatable. Driven by the boredom induced by lockdown and the recent 
availability of digital copies of a local newspaper on the subscription website 
findmypast.co.uk, I decided to investigate Kenwood’s history. 

The online files are of the Leicester Evening Mail, a rival to the Leicester 
Mercury until it ceased publication in 1963. The first mention I found in the 
archive is dated 8 May 1934 and reports workmen were preparing land close 
to Carisbrooke Road for an open-air swimming pool. Next to a photograph of 
the workmen it reports, ‘The man behind the proposals is Mr. E. H. Crinage, of 
Ventnor, Isle of Wight, and the plans are similar to those of the Kenpas 
Swimming Pool at Coventry, another of Mr. Crinage’s ventures’. This explains 
the link to the Isle of Wight, where there was a company called E H Crinage 
Coaches that also had a haulage business in Coventry.  

T 
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By July the Mail was reporting a trial event to be held in the Kenpas Pool prior 
to the opening ceremony of Kenwood Pool in August. The building work clearly 
progressed quickly as the opening event took place on the evening of 2 August 
1934. The Mail reported the following day that ‘lowering skies and a biting 
wind made conditions none too pleasant’ for the participants and ‘a crowd of 
over 1,200 people’. Local dignitaries, including the Lord Mayor and Chief 
Constable, attended the ceremony and watched the subsequent races and 
water polo match. 

The pool closed towards the end of September and reopened on Saturday 1 
June 1935 with admission charges of 6d and 1s (2.5p and 5p) and 6d for 
spectators. The manager of the pool at that time was Mr J Newton, who must 
have been busy as the Mail reported on 24 June there were nearly 2,000 
bathers and ‘queues of people, ready stripped, waiting their turns to get in the 
water’. The pool had been constructed with sufficient depth below the diving 
boards that allowed a top board 5 metres above the water, which enabled 
them to put on a demonstration of diving later in the season by Pete Desjardin. 
Though he had been born in Canada, Ulise Joseph ‘Pete’ Desjardins was an 
American diver and Olympic champion, winning two gold medals in 1928.  

‘YOU’VE NEVER SEEN DIVING IF YOU HAVEN’T SEEN PETE’ shouted the pool’s 
advert of 24 June. Admission was 1s 6d and 1s (7.5p and 5p), children 9d and 
6d (3.75p and 2.5p). The advertising campaign clearly worked as Pete was 
pictured on the Mail’s front page of 28 August performing a backward swallow 
dive before a ‘packed house’. From August 1935 the pool’s regular adverts in 
the Mail boasted that the café was now open. As the outdoor swimming 
season drew to a close, an advert in mid-September noted ‘Last Two Weeks, 
Season ends September 29th’. 

The pool was 
approached by a path 
from Carisbrooke Road, 
with a car park on what 
is now Kenwood Road 
and then was called 
Knighton Church Road 
West. It seems the pool 
hadn’t gone down well 
with all its neighbours. 
Under the headline 
‘Nuisance Allegation 
Withdrawn’ on 22 
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October was the following: ‘An action for damages for alleged nuisance to 
residents in the neighbourhood of Kenwood Swimming Pool, Leicester, was 
withdrawn at Leicester Assizes this afternoon. Both parties had agreed to bear 
their own costs, but the defendant, it was stated, had offered to pay a 
contribution towards the plaintiff’s costs. The action was brought by Nathan 
Alton, of Carisbrooke-drive, Leicester, against Edward Henry Crinage, of 
Ventnor, Isle of Wight.’ The reference to Carisbrooke Drive must be an error as 
a slightly later directory shows Nathan Alton lived at 105 Carisbrooke Road, a 
property that backed onto Kenwood pool. 

In 1936 the pool opened on Sunday 17 May and Pete Desjardins returned in 
June. He was not tall and was described as ‘The little bronze statue from 
Florida – the world’s greatest diver’. It was a wet evening, and it was later 
reported that only a couple of hundred spectators attended. This was also the 
year when the city’s other outdoor pool, Humberstone Lido, opened in May. 
Owned by Mr Bert Cole, it was on the east side of the city close to 
Humberstone Park and behind the Trocadero cinema, now the site of a filling 
station. Very few adverts appeared for Kenwood in 1937, perhaps an indication 
it was so popular there was little need to advertise. 

Kenwood’s 1938 season opened on Sunday 1 May. The Mail’s leading story 
later in the month was that Leicester’s municipal open-air bathing stations at 
Bedehouse and Abbey Meadows were to be closed permanently. This followed 
tests that found serious pollution at both sites and warnings of a typhoid 
epidemic if they continued to be used. The newspaper made clear that the 
decision ‘does not affect either the Kenwood pool or the Leicester Lido at 
Humberstone, both of which are run by private enterprise’. In August thieves 
broke into Kenwood and stole ‘more that 1,000 cigarettes, a large quantity of 
chocolates and bottles of mineral water’. The manager, J H Fletcher, reported 
the thieves found no money on the premises, though they did drink several 
bottles of ginger beer. 

The 1939 season, the last before the Second World War, started on Saturday 
29 April. In August the hot weather was attracting crowds to Kenwood as 
illustrated by several photographs during the month. With the outbreak of 
war, it is quite likely the pool’s season ended early as even cinemas were 
closed for a couple of weeks. However, the war does not appear to have 
affected the pool as it reopened for the 1940 season in May, with a note that 
members of HM Forces in uniform were charged a reduced price.  

In 1941 it opened on Saturday 10 May with the adult price of 1s (5p), 
spectators 6d (2.5p), season £2 2s (£2.10), monthly 12s 6d (62.5p), book of six 
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tickets 5s (25p). Despite newspapers being slimmer during the war, Kenwood 
advertised frequently in 1941. Visitors were invited to spend Whitsun at the 
pool with its ‘650,000 Gallons of Filtered, Purified, Chlorinated Water’. 
Business must have been good as they had to advertise in June that due to 
overcrowding no half price tickets would be issued on Saturdays and Sundays. 

In June 1942 Kenwood advertised that it used ‘Filtered and Purified Water. 
Samples taken regularly by the Public Analyst. All reports quite satisfactory up 
to date’. This may indicate there were rumours circulating about the pool or 
lingering worries from the earlier closure of municipal bathing stations. At the 

end of August, a brief heatwave saw 
the temperature soar to 93F (34C) 
and the attendance at Kenwood was 
2,400 on Friday 28. By June 1943 the 
entrance prices had all doubled, but 
the pool vanishes from the Mail’s 
archives after that and only 
reappears at the start of the 1946 
season in May of that year. In 1947 
prices settled at 1s 6d (7.5p) for 
swimmers and 1s (5p) for spectators. 

The pool remained popular for 
another twenty years, but as 
continental holidays became more 

popular and Britain suffered a few cool summers, its appeal dwindled. It 
reportedly carried on until 1971 and was subsequently demolished to make 
way for housing. The year 1971 is probably correct as outline planning 
permission was sought by E J Crinage for redevelopment of the pool’s site in 
May 1972. Detailed planning for what was to become Arreton Close was 
received by Leicester City Council from Sherriff Construction Co Ltd in 
December 1972 and approved in April 1973. Humberstone Lido clung on 
slightly longer, finally closing its doors to swimmers in 1975. 

Mike Ratcliff  
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Goroth and the dog 

Continuing the story of Goroth the 
Wingless Dragon, by Revd John 
Gates 

The Dog called Pat 

ragons and gold go together 

all over the world, but on 

this particular morning 

Goroth was broke, without a penny 

in his pocket. His friends had said 

they would help, but he didn't like 

to ask them. What was he going to 

do? Sitting in the garden of Janet 

and John's, he began to worry. 

Suddenly he sat upright and 

wondered what was happening. 

Something furry was rubbing his leg. 

He could feel his scales becoming 

itchy. Looking down he saw a small 

brown animal called a dog. I keep 

forgetting that some of you may 

never have seen one before. They 

are really like a cow, but smaller and 

normally with fur all over. 

"Do you mind not doing that?" said 

Goroth, feeling his leg getting rather 

wet. 

"Oh, I am sorry," said the dog "I 

thought you were a tree." 

"I know," said Goroth. 

Dragons understand dogs. So after 

the first misunderstanding, they sat 

and talked for most of the morning. 

Goroth told Pat, for that was the 

dog's name, what his problem was, 

and wondered what he should do. 

Pat had lots of bright ideas, like 

going into the bone business. He 

thought there were lots of dogs 

who were hungry, himself included 

and that there was money to be 

made. Goroth wasn't so sure. He 

didn't know a lot about dogs, but he 

had never seen one with a wallet or 

a purse. Pat said there was no 

problem as often their owners had 

money, and it was them they 

needed to reach with the 

marketing. Goroth wasn't 

convinced, and although he enjoyed 

talking to the scruffy little mongrel, 

he still looked for a better answer to 

his problem. 

"Can you paint?" said Pat. "I've got 

lots of friends who've made a nice 

little earner out of the old painting 

and decorating. With your long legs 

and arms, you should be able to do 

the ceilings easily. I could do the 

skirting boards. Perfect partnership 

eh?" 

Goroth had this picture of himself 

covered in paint spots from head to 

foot. As you know dragons are 

meticulous about cleanliness, so 

Goroth wasn't impressed with that 

idea. 

D 
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"How about being a security guard? 

We could call ourselves the Dog and 

Dragon Insurance Company. We 

could stand outside an office and 

look all fierce". 

Goroth being shy and rather timid 

thought of the robber with the gun, 

and summoning up his courage said 

"No". Pat waffled on, going from 

one idea to another, and Goroth's 

mind drifted further and further 

away. It seemed as though he had 

left his body and was watching the 

dog, the dragon, the garden, the 

house and even the whole world 

from a great height. It was as 

though the dragon without wings 

was flying. 

"So" said Pat "what do you think?" 

Goroth jumped wakened from his 

dream. "I don't know Pat" he said, 

"Let me think about it", though he 

wasn't at all sure what he was to 

think about. 

"Well let me know. It's a prime 

opportunity waiting to be grasped. 

I'd better be off. See you around. 

Bye". With that the scruffy mongrel 

climbed through the hole in the 

hedge and was gone. Alone Goroth 

felt the gloom begin to gather again. 

The problem was not solved. 

Grandpa's history lessons 

Sitting eating lunch with Janet and 

Jennifer, Goroth was still deep in 

thought. As they sat drinking coffee, 

he decided to talk to Janet. 

"I know you and John have been 

very, very kind, but now Jennifer is 

to have the twins, I think I should 

look for a job. Have you any ideas?" 

Janet thought for a moment. "Have 

you any suggestions?" she said. 

"No not really, Pat the dog who I 

was talking had lots but nothing 

really grabbed me". 

"How about being a writer? You 

know how you love stories. Why 

don't you write the history of the 

dragons?"  [I have always hated 

when writers write about writers. 

Perhaps they seek the sympathy of 

the reader. Nepotism reigns for 

their characters.] But for Goroth 

there appeared few other serious 

suggestions, or so it seemed. 

So on the following morning, armed 

with a small tape recorder sitting in 

the garden, feeling the sun's rays 

touching him, smelling the sweet 

smell of the blossoms all around, 

and the hearing the buzz of gentle 

creation, he began to tell again the 

stories of life, told to him when he 

was small. They were never the 

stories of heroes, of great victories 

or of vast adventures. Rather they 

were often the gentle stories of 

dragons caught in the backdrop of 

the rainbow of existence. His 

grandfather often told him there 
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were never any great dragons. It 

was just that in the calendar of time 

ordinary dragons were called to 

greatness, to hold on when all 

seemed to be gone, to believe in 

horizons beyond even the heavens 

where dragons soared. So Goroth 

told their stories of Torin the Bold, 

who died in the Great War, of 

Darina the woman of the moor, of 

Mitko the miner whose life was 

filled with mystery and many more. 

The days passed and the pile of 

tapes grew. Often Pat, Goroth's 

friend would come to listen, to 

sometimes ask astute questions, but 

more often than not to fall asleep 

curled up in a ball, entangled in the 

dragon's tail. 

The Launch 

It was Janet, who took the tapes 

and forged them into the first of the 

now famous "Dragon Epistles". As 

you know Goroth wrote thirteen 

which were translated into many 

languages. On a Wednesday 

morning a parcel arrived from the 

printers addressed to Goroth. 

Surrounded by his friends Janet and 

John, Pat and Jennifer. He undid the 

wrappings and saw the first copies 

of the book. 

"How wonderful," cried Janet and 

all agreed. Goroth was quiet. 

"What's wrong Goroth" asked 

Jennifer, "Aren't you pleased?" 

"Oh very, it's just that I feel a little 

funny." Goroth explained at length 

later that he had been embarrassed. 

He wonder if as in youth he would 

face rejection, that no one would 

like what he had felt were so 

precious. 

Several days later at the Balloonist 

Annual Conference, Goroth 

launched his first book, and every 

copy of the first printing was sold. 

Goroth's hand became very sore, 

from writing things like "To 

Twiddles with love from Goroth". 

He found it strange as he had not 

met many of the people before. 

 

Author's Note 

Money inspires many people to 

action. It is not greed that 

dominates rather the need to 

survive. For many it means the 

surrendering to slavery. To the 

privileged few it leads them on in 

the pilgrimage. 

 

Atheism - the original non-

prophet organization.
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Planned giving 

egular giving is an integral 
part of our church life, 
supporting our day-to-day 

costs, ministry and mission. These 
needs are not lessened during the 
pandemic. A good way to achieve 
this is through a weekly envelope or 
a monthly bank standing order as 
part of our Planned Giving Scheme. 
Scheme details can be obtained from 
the Planned Giving secretaries of 
each parish (see Contacts pages). If 
you are a taxpayer and gift aid your 
giving, our churches can claim an 
additional 25%.

Contacts and Who’s Who

Benefice Ministry Team 

Vicar 

Revd Adrian Jones 

(day off normally Friday) 

 

0116 270 4268 
or 07584 
954414 

 

adrian.jones@zoho.com 

Assistant Curate 

Revd Matthew Gough  

(day off normally Friday) 

 

07754 961997 

 

Revgough@gmail.com 

R 

All glory, laud and honour 

Our old friend Mabel the donkey 

attracted a lot of attention as she 

accompanied Revd Matthew and 

David Ardley between the two 

churches on Palm Sunday morning, 

reminding the neighbourhood of the 

significance of the day. 
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Revd Aphro McCullough 0116 283 7887 aphro.mccullough@btinternet.c
om 

Revd Canon Dr Stephen Foster 07966 376905 safpta6@gmail.com 

Revd Janet Gasper 0116 288 9646 janet.gasper@hotmail.co.uk 

Reader 

Fiona Wingate 

 

07515 752954 

 

Fiona.wingate@talktalk.net 

St. Guthlac’s 

Church Wardens 
David Hunt, Tina Jarvis 
churchwardens@stguthlac-
knighton.co.uk 
 
Parish Administrator 
Jane Wright 
administrator@stguthlac-
knighton.co.uk 
 
Deanery Synod  
Fiona Wingate 
 
PCC Secretary 
Lesley Meakin 
 
PCC Treasurer 
David Hunt 
 
Sacristan  
Steve Bowyer 
 
Parochial Church Council 
The Vicar, the Associate Priest, the 
Church Wardens, the PCC Secretary, 
the PCC Treasurer, The Deanery 

Synod representative; and Steve 
Bowyer, Chris Bullough, Yolanda 
Courtney, Jean Gabbar, Peter Lakin, 
Brenda Lee, Ann Swanson, Jane 
Wright 
 
Children and Vulnerable Adults 
Advocate 
Tina Jarvis  
 
Child Protection/Safeguarding 
Adults Co-ordinator 
Anne Hunt  
safeguarding@stguthlac-
knighton.co.uk 
 
Diocesan Safeguarding Officer  
Rachael Spiers 
0116 2616341  
rachael.spiers@leccofe.org 
 
Planned Giving Scheme 
David Hunt 
 
Electoral Roll 
Jane Wright 
 
Flower Rota    

mailto:churchwardens@stguthlac-knighton.co.uk
mailto:churchwardens@stguthlac-knighton.co.uk
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Cheryl Brewer 
 
Church Group    
Lesley Meakin 
 
Youth Group    
Tina Jarvis 
 
Knighton Players   
David Hunt 
 
Memory Cafe    
Tina Jarvis 
Community Cafe   
Lesley Meakin 
 
Tea and Talk     
Tina Jarvis 
 
Organ studentship co-ordinator 
Yolanda Courtney 
 
Holbrook Hall Caretakers & 
bookings 
Mark & Steph are on furlough 
during  the pandemic 
 
 

St Mary’s 

Church Warden  
Sian Howard 
07932 557646 
sian.howard@tiscali.co.uk 
 
Parish Administrator 
James Gutteridge 
office@knightonparish.co.uk  
 
Deanery Synod  
Bob Rutland  

David Stanyer  
 
PCC Secretary  
Nigel Siesage 
07910 850 198 
 
PCC Treasurer 
David Stanyer 
0116 291 4625 
 
Sacristan 
David Ardley 
0116 221 9604 
 
Parochial Church Council 
The Vicar, the Curate, the Church 
Warden, the PCC Secretary, the 
PCC Treasurer, The Deanery Synod 
representatives; and Angelica 
Amoroso, Josh Crick deBoom, 
Michael Kirk, Andrew Oldershaw, 
David Palmer, Lorna Pollard, Judith 
Rudd, Ida Stanyer  
 
Children and Vulnerable Persons 
Advocate 
John Astles 
07976 391 558  
 
Child Protection/Safeguarding 
Adults Co-ordinator 
Cora Paul 
0116 367 8954  
 
Bell Ringers  
Jane Salt 
0116 270 6293 
 
Planned Giving Scheme  

mailto:sian.howard@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:office@knightonparish.co.uk
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Lorna Pollard 
0116 270 4272  
 
Envelope Secretary  
Helen Long 
0116 270 7781  
 
Electoral Roll 
Eileen McKellican 
0116 270 0714 
 
Flower Guild 
Deborah Martin 
0116 270 7525  
 
Magazine Editor 
Nigel Siesage 
07910 850 198 
stmaryknighton.magazine@gmail.co
m  
 
Magazine Distribution 
Bernard Stone 
0116 288 1306 
 
Thursday Morning Club  
Mavis Mason 
0116 229 5760  
 
Mothers’ Union 
Anne Squires 
0116 210 2504 
 
Social Committee 
Cora Paul 
0116 367 8954  
 
Instrumentalists  

Beverley Jarrom 
0116 212 8331 
 
Sunday Club 
Judi Stone 
0116 288 1306  
 
Rainbows 
Gill Gates 
0116 220 3643  
 
Beavers, Cubs and Scouts  
Sue Parsley (Co-ordinator)  
0116 271 6071 
 
Brownies (Monday)  
Megan Thomas  
07732 042 216  
 
Brownies (Wednesday)  
Gill Gates 
0116 220 3643 
 
Guides (Monday) 
Anne Hunt 
0116 271 6991 
 
Guides (Wednesday) 
Gill Gates 
0116 220 3643 
 
Caretakers & Bookings 
Mark & Steph are on furlough 
during the pandemic. 
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The Benefice Magazine 

The closing date for copy for the next 

issue is 1 July 2021, for publication in 

mid-July. All contributions are 

appreciated. Please send your 

contributions, preferably in Word, to 

stmaryknighton.magazine@gmail.co

m. Articles do not represent the 

opinions of the Parochial Church 

Council of either church. 

Typographical and other errors (and 

the occasional omission) are the 

Editor’s responsibility.  

Nigel Siesage 
 
Polite Reminder 
 
Your Magazine subscription is now 
due. 

As you know, due to the pandemic, 
subscriptions were not collected last 
year. 

The cost remains the same at £5 per 
year. The amount payable for last 
year and this is £10. 

Social distancing restrictions remain 
in place. Because of this may I ask 
that you send a cheque payable to: 

"Knighton PCC" to 

Bernard Stone 
66 Aberdale  Road 
LE2  6GA 
 

With my continued thanks. 

Bernard 

________________________ 

 

 

 

 A German cowboy walks into a 
car showroom and says "Owdy". 

 

 Mother, “How was school today, 
Patrick?”  

Patrick, “It was really great 
mum! Today we made 
explosives!”  

Mother, “Ooh, they do very fancy 
stuff with you these days. And 
what will you do at school 
tomorrow?”  

Patrick, “What school?” 
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