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From the Editor 
 

n the issue of the St Mary’s Magazine 
this time last year, I reported on a 
disaster which I had recently 

witnessed and which had captured the 
international headlines – the fire in 
Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris. Terrible 
though that was, it pales into 
insignificance compared to what the 
world has  experienced in recent 
months. 

Inevitably, therefore, this is very much a 
coronavirus edition. I am very grateful 
to all those who have responded to my 
request for their thoughts on and 
responses to the pandemic. I hope that, 
like me, you find the magazine 
encouraging and thought-provoking.  I 
hope it makes a small contribution to 
bringing us together until such time as 
our churches are unlocked and we are 
able to meet again in person. 

Nigel Siesage 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vicar’s Letter  

 
 

hen Ernest Hemingway 
famously wrote “For Sale: 
baby shoes, never worn'” he 

proved that an entire story can be told 
using just six words.  

In 2008, when writers Larry Smith and 
Rachel Fershleiser invited anyone from 
around the world to submit six-word 
memoirs, they showed that a whole, 
real life can be told this way too. The 
resulting book of six-word life-stories 
ranged from small sagas of bittersweet 
romance (“Found true love, married 
someone else.”) through profound life-
experiences (“Cursed with cancer. 
Blessed by friends.”) to the comic and 
assertive (“Wasn’t born a redhead: fixed 
that.”). Smith and Fershleiser entitled 
their resulting compilation book of life 
summaries, “Not quite what I was 
planning.” 

Looking back at 2020 so far, I imagine all 
of us would say “Not quite what I was  
planning.” 

It has been a challenging, disruptive and 
tragic few weeks and it looks certain 
that in the next few months, and 
perhaps for longer, life will continue to 
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feel very different from anything we 
have experienced before. We have all 
been plunged into living under 
restrictions and limitations, and with a 
level of isolation from each other that is 
desperately hard. On the television 
news we see those key workers who are 
working frantically, with such 
dedication and commitment to those 
they serve …. whilst many others of us 
feel rather stranded and useless at 
home. During these strange days it 
seems some of us are called to very busy 
and others to be very still.  

In order to make some sense of what we 
are experiencing, and to find some calm 
about the challenges facing us, we need 
to be connected to God more than ever. 
Only He has the entire picture of what is 
happening; only He knows what we 
each need and can give during this time; 
only He can bring us peace, whether we 
are currently called to be still or to be 
busy.  

I believe that our deepest connection to 
God and our deepest source of peace, 
now as always, is found in the person of 
Jesus. When Jesus described himself to 
his friends, at the turning point of his 
life, in the Upper Room, he used just six 
words. Jesus described himself as “the 
way, the truth, the life”. Six words that 
remind us to turn again to Jesus; when 
we feel lost, when we don’t know what 
to think, when we face illness and death 
– he is the source of our peace and we 
need a deep connection to him. As the 
Sunday School song tells us, in six 
words: “Read your Bible - pray every 
day.”   

I wonder which six words you might use 
to describe your life under lockdown? 
Or to describe your whole life thus far? 
Perhaps you’d like to take some time to 
pray as you think – to give your life, as it 
is now, over to Jesus and ask him to give 
you fresh direction, guidance and joy, 
even in these tough and challenging 
days. 

Life might have turned out to be “Not 
quite what I was planning” but Jesus 
says “Trust in God. Trust also in me.”  
With him we can find peace. 

One life. Six words. What's yours? 

Yours in friendship 

Adrian 

‘Not Quite What I Was Planning: Six-
Word Memoirs’, by Rachel 
Fershleiser and Larry Smith  (editors) 
Harper Perennial, 2008 

See also John’s Gospel, chapter 14,  
verses 1 and 6 

 

The Bible Speaks Today 

any Christians over the 
centuries have found that the 
Bible speaks profoundly 

about their own lives, and that through 
it God guides and shapes us to live his 
way. With this conviction I began the 
year intending to introduce a short Bible 
passage to you in each edition of the 
magazine, with a reflection on how it 
speaks to us today. Back in March when 
the last edition of the Magazine was 
published, none of us could have 
foreseen the events about to unfold and 

M 

https://www.amazon.com/Rachel-Fershleiser/e/B001I9Q6QO/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.com/Rachel-Fershleiser/e/B001I9Q6QO/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.com/Larry-Smith/e/B001I9N9SW/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_2
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the questions that they raise for our 
Christian faith and for our 
understanding of the Bible. 

Where is God in a Coronavirus world? 
Why is this happening? Will God protect 
us? Is it God’s judgement? Does sin 
cause illness? Are these the End Times? 
How should we respond? All these, and 
more, are important questions for 
people of any or no faith …. And if we 
believe that the Bible is God’s word to 
us, then we must be serious and straight 
about seeking some answers there. 

The Bible writers knew nothing about 
Coronavirus of course, and precious 
little about the causes and spread of 
illness, so we cannot expect a full-blown 
explanation. What the Bible does give 
us though is a framework, an 
understanding of the world and human 
beings, and most importantly of God’s 
character, personality and purposes. 
These things most certainly can help us 
to find answers to many of our 
questions. 

Rather than attempt the challenge of 
distilling the Bible’s views on our 
Coronavirus questions myself, I’d like to 
recommend the article that 
accompanies this edition of the 
magazine: “Decoding Coronavirus”. It is 
written by two associates of Tearfund, a 
Christian development and relief 
agency that works with the poorest 
communities across the world. It is a 
seven-minute read that I hope will 
persuade you that, even in these most 
strange, tragic and unnerving 
circumstances, the Bible speaks today, 
of a God who walks with us and shares 

our lives and deeply wants us to 
understand his loving purposes. 

Adrian Jones 

 
Revd Dr Stephen Foster offers a 5-step 
plan for 

Praying in Lockdown! 
riends, as some form of social 
distancing seems set to continue 
for the foreseeable future, I have 

been rediscovering an easy way of 
praying alone which I used years ago 
and have found useful again. It is based 
on Ignatian Spirituality and of its titles, 
it is sometimes called the 'Simple' or 
'5'P' Method.'  

Taking 20 minutes or so per day, it uses 
'easy to picture' stories from the Bible 
(usually the Gospels) by placing 
ourselves as a character in a story and 
then seeing what spiritually transpires. 

So, using for example the Story of the 
Feeding of the 5,000 in John's Gospel, 
(John 6:1-14) and choosing to be 'the 
lad' in the story, this is how the method 
worked for me, as it might in a similar, 
but obviously different way, work for 
you. 

1) Prepare  

The night before, read the chosen 
passage a few times and then 'sleep on 
it.' Choose a character in the story. The 
next day at an 'aware' time for you and 
in your own 'quiet place' with a lighted 
candle, holding cross or icon, ask the 
Lord to 'come close' and be present with 
you. 

F 
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2) Picture  

In your quiet place, close your eyes and 
take a few minutes to picture the scene 
through the eyes of your chosen 
character.  

For me, I see a lot of adults crowding 
around me, but then I seem to be 
brought by others before this great 
Rabbi holding tightly onto my breakfast 
which I then hold up for Jesus to take. 

I disappear back into the crowd, as I 
don't like being on show. Then someone 
gives me some bread and fish and I see 
everyone else eating more than 
enough.  

3) Ponder 

Others see in me, 'little old me', 
possibilities. I have to trust that 
something so small as my life offered 
into the hands of the Lord may do some 
good. I have no control on what he will 
do with me. This is all I have, my very 
life. I will offer 'it'. I will offer my life to 
this man and disappear into the crowd 
again as quickly as possible and then see 
what happens. 

Somehow, in my trustful giving and in 
his grateful accepting, my life, and his 
life, will never be quite the same again.  

4) Promise  

I promise that whatever I can offer to 
the Lord, however small, I will do freely 
and willingly, with no sense of possible 
payback, trusting that he will make the 
best of it for the sake of the Kingdom.  

 

 

5) Pray 

I pray that I may discern those situations 
where my offering can be best made, 
and have the courage and spiritual 
strength to do so in faith and trust.  

This of course, is only one example of 
how we can 'meet the Lord' in this 
spiritual way. We may sometimes find 
our mind wandering. I find my mind 
strays into academics rather than this 
'plain view' of the story. We may feel 
close to the Lord or we may feel little. 
But I know that if I don't spend this little 
amount of time in personal prayer, my 
day is 'not quite right'.  

In these times of ample opportunity to 
be alone and quiet before God, I hope 
you find this simple method of spiritual 
benefit.  

SAF 

 

Zoom - democratic online 
church or exclusive cold 
technology? 
 

ive weeks ago few had heard of 
Zoom, let alone know how it 
worked. Now for some, they can 

spend five hours a day on it. Within the 
wider Anglican church, it has become 
the mainstay for communication and 
meetings. Planned Leicester Cathedral 
services for Maundy Thursday were 
abandoned but instead had more than 
200 clergy renewing their ordination 
vows via Zoom in a moving and precious 
service. 

F 
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Zoom-online video meetings can be 
exclusive though. We are acutely aware 
that not everyone has access to the 
internet. For those that do, navigating 
the hassles of creating accounts, 
passwords, log-in and hyper-links can be 
a foreign land. In this case, we need to 
be mindful in church community that 
we do not only cater for those with the 
most nimble button-pressing skills and 
fastest Broadbands. 

 

I admit to being initially overwhelmed 
and jealous seeing hi-tech skills rolled 
out from mega churches with a 
dominant demographic of the millennial 
generation. However, I think we now 
have the balance right in our Benefice 
for our congregations. The dominant 
communication remains the telephone. 
Who would have thought this now ‘old 

fashioned’ device enables the best 
conversations and connection? 
Uninterrupted 1:1 dialogue - quick and 
efficient to make contact, allowing an 
intensity that hurried and polite chatter 
in a church foyer can never match. 
Some benefits to pandemic social 
distancing? 

Several of us have enjoyed building up a 
regular Wednesday evening 
congregation as we share fellowship in 

Night Prayer/Compline together. A 
surprising delight has occurred due 
to the limits of Zoom. Zoom only 
permits one audio channel to be 
open at a time. This means that 
only one person can speak, 
otherwise an unbearable 
cacophony breaks out. So one 
really has to listen. Or, as we have 
done with Wednesday Compline, 
one can script parts in advance for 
each participant. I consider this as 
democratic liturgy unlike what we 
may experience in person. 
Common Worship daily prayer has 
the expectation that a leader 
(usually a priest) will do the 
majority of the talking with the rest 
of the congregation responding in 
chorus. Now all get to speak and 

equally participate. I think this matters 
in terms of ownership and engagement.  

I admit that I found most church 
services boring until I had an active role 
in them, whether it be as a server, 
intercessor, deacon or preacher. I 
appreciate that we are all wired 
differently, and some will engage well 
by reflective meditation and not need 
the activist role. However, so far so 
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good but still exclusive for the non-
Zoomer.  

We are all learning, and this last week I 
have been experimenting with the 
phone-in option. I am delighted to 
report that people can just use their 
phones to call into Zoom meetings and  

do not even need access to the internet. 
Do look out for the notice in the 
newsletters about joining by phone or 
by zoom. Of course, the phone lacks the 
visual and one cannot overestimate 
what a joy it is to see the faces of people 
one cares about and has not seen for 
several weeks. 

 

Finally, before the pandemic is over, I 
hope to persuade someone with the 
purse strings either in the Diocese or 
our parishes to combine our love for 

animal welfare and the novelty of zoom 
meetings. You may be aware that 
animal welfare charities have taken a hit 
with the lack of visitors to sanctuaries 
and a reduction in giving. Some 
innovative llama keepers are offering 
their llamas to join your Zoom meeting 
live. You send the keeper the join code 
and they put the laptop or smartphone 
in front of the animal to take up a 
screen. 

If the thought of a smiling llama 
spending time in a meeting with you 
does not convince you of the merits of 
zoom, nothing will … 

Despite my enthusiasm for embracing 
the technology, I look forward most to 
our sharing the peace, embracing one 
another and never taking Sunday 
services for granted ever again. 

Matthew  
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 “Neither Rashly nor Timidly” 
Building on the vision at St Mary’s 

 
hings often move slowly in Church life … it is partly due to our nature as an 
‘organisation’ chiefly of volunteers, partly due to the busyness of our seasonal 
pattern of activity, and partly due to an inertia that kicks in when change is 

discussed. 

However, the PCC at St Mary’s has agreed to discuss in more detail seven specific 
changes that could prove to be significant steps forward in our life together and in 
reaching out to others in our community ... but you may disagree!  

The goal is our vision of ‘Faith for Life’, and the five objectives we have: 

• to worship God well  

• to explore and follow the way of Jesus  

• to connect better with our community  

• to welcome everyone as equally valued  

• to share our faith in Jesus with others 
 
Each proposal will need much more detailed discussion and consultation with you all -  
there will rightly be lots of questions, and it is only together that we can discern, under 
God, the right way ahead.  
 
For the moment, let me describe the specific proposals and reassure you that there 
will be plenty of opportunities to give your feedback to me and the PCC…. 

Proposal One – to use a portable screen to improve worship and teaching in church 
by projecting words, songs and images, principally for All Age services and on the Third 
Sunday. The aim is to have a screen for trial by the end of April 2020. 

Proposal Two - to establish a new community garden on the site of the former 
‘gardener’s hut’ in the churchyard, for cultivation by local volunteers. The first aim is 
to form a group of those interested, from both local community and church, by Easter 
2020.  

Proposal Three – to employ a part-time Pioneer Children’s Worker to initiate and 
develop new ways for local children and families to explore the way of Jesus, both 
within and outside of traditional church life. The first step is to learn from the 
experience of other churches with similar workers. Then we would need to establish a 
working group to agree the scope of the project, a person specification, and to obtain 
a diocesan growth fund grant. 

T 
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Proposal Four – to create a flexible, comfortable ‘Prayer Space’ for prayer and small 
services in the All Souls Chapel. The first step is to clarify ideas and consult across the 
church family to identify objections and problems, by the end of the summer 2020. 

Proposal Five – to create a larger space at the west end of the church. This would 
allow us to do much more in the building. Again, the first step is to listen to everyone’s 
views about a detailed plan, which we would aim to do between July and October.   

Proposal Six – becoming an Eco Church, in line with the Diocesan challenge, by 
changes to our policies and everyday practices, and by raising awareness of the climate 
crisis within our congregations and community. This would begin with forming a small 
group to investigate how well we do now and what changes might be made, reporting 
to the PCC in September initially. 

Proposal seven – to review all our giving and support as a church for charities, mission 
groups and development agencies, with a view to adopting a fresh approach and more 
support for specific groups; to agree on how much the church should give financially 
to these groups. This would be principally a PCC discussion through the remainder of 
2020 in preparation for the 2021 budget. 

PLEASE NOTE! The PCC has agreed to discuss each proposal, seeing that they all have 
some merit, BUT agreement and decisions have not yet been taken. The new PCC will 
be elected at the Annual meeting – which has now been postponed. This offers you a 
greater opportunity to consider prayerfully who would make good PCC members and 
Church Wardens during this time in our life together – if you feel strongly about these 
proposals then perhaps it is you! 

Adrian Jones 

The Benefice Ministry Team during the pandemic 

During the coronavirus pandemic, the Benefice Ministry Team have met regularly 
online using Zoom to talk and to pray. Much of our time is taken checking that 
everyone in the two churches is well and safe, and thinking about the best ways to help 
us all stay connected and worshipping together in some way. We would love to hear 
from everyone else directly too: • if you feel isolated or would just like a chat then do 
please let us know; • if you are concerned about someone else then again please let 
us know; • please give us feedback about the ‘virtual services’ and the Reflections in 
the newsletters; • please let us know if there is something else you would find helpful- 
we are particularly interested to know if you would like a recorded Eucharist to follow 
at home; • and please pray for us! Leading is a strange and unfamiliar task in these 
strange days. Thank you. Adrian. 
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Letters from lockdown 

Angelica and Lara Amoroso 

 
 

ara and I have enjoyed the 
peacefulness and beauty of the 

churchyard and the church these past 
few days. Lara loves the beautiful cherry 
tree in blossom (see photo) because she 
says that it is full of the Holy Spirit.  

We are all well and trying to stay 
connected with God the best we can. 
Thanks and best wishes, 

Angelica & Lara 

Carolyn Oldershaw 
 

e live on the corner and at the 
junction of two roads in 

Knighton.  The back gardens cluster 
around, like spokes in a wheel, so that 
when you are at the bottom end, you 
can see or hear a lot of activity in several 

directions.  During the last few weeks, a 
holiday atmosphere has taken over in 
these gardens.  The children, three 
doors down, have been playing football, 
making us wonder how long before 
their fence keels over; and the little boy 
from next door but one has been having 
many deep and meaningful 
conversations with his pet rabbit. DIY 
has gained momentum, with sanders, 
saws, hammers and the odd expletive, 
telling us that someone’s back-bedroom 
is having that long-promised make-
over; and pruning, trimming, weeding 
and lawn mowing have gathered pace in 
the beautiful sunshine.   

These are worrying times for so many, 
with the threat of illness and financial 
uncertainty, but wonderful little 
moments of kindness and pleasure are 
taking place.  The two doctors who live 
next door have found time to bake 
cakes for various neighbours, to thank 
them for their Thursday claps of NHS 
appreciation at the gate.  Neighbours, 
that have just been a wave and a hello 
in the past, have come out each week at 
8pm with spoons and pans, as well as 
their hands, to make a joyous noise; we 
even had someone dressed as a dragon, 
running a lap of the road on St. George’s 
Day! Afterwards, immediate 
neighbours, reluctant to go straight 
back in, talk over their front fences, to 
share their worries and concerns about 
what is happening. 

In our own bubbles of lovely weather 
and home activity, it has been easy to 
forget for a while the reason that we’re 

L 
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all here, confined behind our own gates, 
able to talk at a distance but not enter 
into each other’s space.  Some people in 
the road have had the virus and so far 
they have all recovered well, but we 
know it so easily could go another way 
at another time.  

 

Like so often in life, pain and suffering 
go ‘hand in hand’ with simple joys 
rediscovered and appreciated.  Our 
church community have come into our 
homes via the internet, to keep us 
grounded in the message of Easter time, 
with wonderful words and music to feed 
our faith, and those without computers 
know that any of us are just a phone call 
away.  So, whilst our garden gates stay 
shut, the words of Jesus in John, chapter 
10, tell us that “I am the gate; whoever 
enters through me will be saved.  They 
will come in and go out and find 
pasture.” 

Carolyn x 

Revd John Gates 

Behold, I stand at the door and knock.  

e have our groceries brought to 
our door from Sainsbury’s. 

Having been an Amazon customer for 
many years and now with Amazon 

Prime, we get most of our other needs 
delivered by them. Being over 70 and 
both with health problems, we’ve taken 
seriously the need for self-isolation in 
the wake of the Covid-19 pandemic. It 
has been far from easy. 

We live in a tenth-floor studio flat, the 
product of two bereavements twenty 
years ago after normal homes. Going 
out has been an essential element in 
coping with our limited 
accommodation, but since the 
beginning of lockdown that has been 
taken away from us. Eating out too has 
been a regular event, providing both 
food and contact with the outside 
world, but now no longer. We’ve 
listened with enthusiasm to ministerial 
broadcasts, hoping for an easing of the 
situation and being allowed a waiting 
cuddle from grandchildren. The much-
used phone and internet have met 
some of the need, but it is not the same 
as the intimacy of face to face  
conversations.  

We are aware the luxury of our situation 
is dependent on a whole host of 
essential workers who make self-
isolating possible. Solitude has allowed 
reflection and also time for prayer. As 
we think of many facing fear and the 
unknown, we hold them in our thoughts 
and commit them to God in their daily 
tasks. We think particularly of those 
who wrestle to find an end to this world-
wide disaster, aware for each of us life 
will never be the same again. 

I’m glad I don’t have to face this 
situation alone. Grateful for the 
companionship of Babs over 16 years 

W 
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and our life together. The present 
situation has asked much of love. My 
thoughts go out to those for whom self-
isolation has meant solitude and 
loneliness. It returns me to my text I 
started with. 

“Behold I stand at the door and knock. If 
anyone hears my voice and opens the 
door, I will come in and eat with them 
and they with me" Revelation ch3 v20 

It speaks of the risen Jesus standing at 
the door of each of our lives, in all its 
drama and detail. It calls for an 
individual personal response of allowing 
him to come in. And it contains a 
promise of love based on the backdrop 
of the pain of Good Friday and Calvary. I 
believe it is a permanent experience 
when we become Christians, but it is 
also a daily experience as we allow 
Christ to share the reality of daily living. 
For many the day will be hard and 
demand much. Jesus comes to share it 
with us and give us hope in all the 
darkness. 

JG 

Hope Siesage 

Take a moment  

This piece was originally published on the St 
Mary’s website. 

nstead of alongside the River Derwent 
at Epworth House [HQ of Methodist 

Homes in Derby, where Hope works in 
normal times], I write this from my new 
workspace - the summerhouse in my 
parents’ garden in Knighton; where I’m 
sure I’ll be joined by my mum (a 
teacher) in the coming days. (At the 

time of writing – 24 March - she is still in 
school). 

Although I don’t feel 100%, and anxious 
thoughts have peaked and troughed for 
me over this period of change, within 
this moment I feel a real sense of 
gratitude. Now, don’t worry, I’m not 
trying to be all ‘holier than thou’ and 
suggest ‘you too should be feeling 
grateful, you just need to think 
differently!’. No, not at all. Because it’s 
difficult to adjust to new surroundings 
and change, and it’s likely I’m not going 
to stay grateful consistently over the 
coming months. However, for now, in 
this moment, I’m grateful as I look out 
of the window, as the Spring sun shines 

and the birds chirp and nibble away at 
the feeder that Dad so diligently tops 
up. I’m grateful for a space separate 
from the house, to allow for a mental 
shift from work and worrying to home.  

For this moment I’m at peace. And 
these are the moments, I would 
encourage, that we should seek and 
hold onto each day. To take a minute: a 
minute to breathe, to soak up nature, to 

I 
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listen to calming music or to just be still. 
If it feels like you are too busy to ‘take a 
moment a day’, let me steer you 
towards a quote that is said to be from 
Martin Luther - “I have so much to do, 
that I shall spend the first three hours in 
prayer.” This may sound contradictory 
but if we take that moment, then we 
should have more time to be pastoral 
and productive in our work.  

Psalm 57:1 says “I will take refuge in the 
shadow of your wings until the disaster 
has passed”. I love this image and it’s 
something I’ve kept coming back to this 
week. As well as meditating on this 
verse, maybe within those moments 
that we take, we can remember those 
things that still stay the same: God 
hasn’t changed, and love and nature all 
remain the same. Archbishop Justin 
Welby stated that we must try to be 
“hopeful and rooted in the offering of 
prayer and praise and overflowing in 
service to the world.” He also refers to 
another lovely psalm, Psalm 46: “God is 
our refuge and strength, an ever-
present help in trouble”. 

The following is an adapted hymn that I 
thought might help with reflection, 
from the Methodist Church website, 
inspired by Psalm 18: 

When life is shaken to its core, 
when clouds and storms arrive, 
we find it difficult to know 
God present in our lives. 
Yet there’s no misery or grief, 
pain, doubt, or emptiness, 
that is not known by the divine 
and filled with tenderness. 

When we are tempted to give up, 
and purpose drains away, 
where is the God of hope and joy? 
Can peace replace dismay? 
God, in the centre of our pain, 
makes of our dark a tent, 
a holy place of tearfulness 
as life splits and fragments. 

We need to learn to trust and know 
God in our lives, God here 
hidden within the clouds and storms, 
one with our doubts and fears. 
This is our peace: that in the depths 
of our adversities 
we find a God who shares our pain 
and life’s cruel miseries 

Hope  

Flick Titley 

Musings of a Teletubby 

ell, no actually, it's the musings of 
Flick, but I now realise I was a 

Teletubby in a former life, as I really 
miss the  “Big Hugs”! There is plenty of 
time for musings at the moment and I 
have appreciated and enjoyed the 
writings of all the clergy in the 
newsletters, which have given me 
plenty of food for thought. A few 
comments on Stephen's input this time. 
Next time? Who knows? 

 It is interesting to speculate whether 
the unnamed companion of Cleopas 
might be a woman. Dr James Boice and 
other commentators have suggested 
she may have been his wife. If so, it 
might be assumed by the listeners that 
it would be her with him (!) so no need 
to name her. There is also evidence in 
the Gospels that many of the women 

W 
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round the disciples  are not named, 
which might be another pointer. Muse 
on it. 

On Palm Sunday, Stephen asked, “why a 
donkey?” 

I mused that there would be nothing 
else that could be ridden to give Jesus 
height to be seen by the crowds as well 
as to fulfil the prophecy. A friend once 
said to me it was silly to take the foal as 
well as it would be too young to be 
ridden. They were not country born and 
bred, or they would have known that, if 
you separate a donkey from her foal, 
the resulting braying would have 
drowned out all the hosannas! And 
anyway, they stacked the coats on it – 
or some of them. More puzzling to me is 
which disciples had to go back to 
Bethphage to return the animals. 

Someone had to do a lot of trudging 
around.  

Finally, a word of thanks to Stephen. 
Last Palm Sunday, he urged us to listen 
to the long Gospel reading we know so 
well and find something new in it. I was 
very sceptical but tried to remain 
receptive. Then we reached the climax 
in the Garden when Judas and the 
soldiers came to arrest Jesus. 

He calmly steps forward. “I am He 
whom you seek.”  What a thought for 
the day – for the times. 

I find it a great help and comfort. 

Here end the musings – for now! 

Flick  

Anne Squires 
 

ur Mothers’ Union Branch is 
obviously temporarily closed 

during the lockdown, and we would 
have had our Gardens visit for our May 
meeting.  As it's bluebell season, no 
doubt we would have been enjoying 
their presence, too. Traditionally, there 
have been Bluebell Services at 
Swithland Woods for many years, but I 
am not sure whether these will go 
ahead this year. I wrote this poem some 
years ago and hope it might bring some 
pleasure to readers. 
 
Anne Squires 
 
BLUEBELLS AT SWITHLAND 
 
A haze of blue 
(But can the eye discern 
The true colour - 
Purple, or mauve, or violet even?) 
Carpets the woodland floor 
Highlighting areas never yet seen 
Supporting a canopy of sunlit green 
 
On, on they beckon 
Deeper into shade 
But still they maintain 
Their luminosity 
How curious! 
When all around begins to fade 
 
Their domestic use long ceased 
Of starch, or glue, 
But even now their presence hallowed 
And revered 
When people gather one Sunday 
afternoon 
To sing their praises 

O 
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A threat looms large from a foreign 
land - 
The Spanish Armada! 
Their ammunition invades our native 
flowers 
Though their heads be bowed 
‘Neath swan like necks 
And thrusts its own identity upon them 
 
May the fleet crash before Scotland’s 
shores 
Lest the graceful bluebell be lost 
To flamenco skirted stalks of 
Pink, White, and blue Forget-me-not 
Defend yourself, dig deep your roots 
Prevail forever, whate’er the cost 
 
 
Knighton past 
 

Major Harry Brodie of 
Carisbrooke Avenue 

he Editor wants to know what 
we’re doing in the ‘lockdown’.  
Well, apart from an assault on a 

seriously overcrowded garage which 
hasn’t seen a car in it since about 1990, 
I’ve been continuing research into the 
history of interwar Knighton, and I’ve 
found someone really interesting living 
at number 6, Carisbrooke Avenue. 

Major Brodie was obviously a bit of a 
character.  His name cropped up in the 
trade directories as Major Harry 
Campbell Brodie, MBE, and when you 
have someone like that on the radar, if 
you’re like me, you want to know more.  
Was he a Scot, with a name like that?  
Which regiment did he serve in, and 

why was he given an MBE?  And what 
was he doing living in a new road in the 
growing suburb of leafy Knighton, far 
from any military establishment?  

 

A bit more digging around revealed that 
in 1939 he was Secretary of the Old 
Comrades Association and had served 
with the Leicestershire Regiment, and 
he had been living in Carisbrooke 
Avenue since the building of his house 
(probably 1928).  Like many local 
residents, he had a ‘motor house’ built 
– indicating car ownership by 1930.  His 
wife, Pamela, is mentioned in the 1939 
electoral register, but no other family 
members were listed as living at 
number 6. 

So what next?  Well, the regimental 
magazine, ‘The Green Tiger’, was an 
obvious place for more background 
information on Major Brodie.  At one 
time, you had to go to the Record Office 
in Wigston to consult this journal, but 
now it’s available online and a quick 
search brought up plenty of 
information.  He was the Editor of ‘The 
Green Tiger’ for 17 years, and once he 
became Secretary to the Old Comrades 

T 
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in 1930, he served it faithfully for 16 
years.  It was said ‘He probably knew 
more members of the Regiment and 
was known by more than any officer 
then living’.  But this was his 
‘retirement’ – what about his early 
career? 

He was a career soldier and the 
Leicestershire Regiment was his life.  He 
joined in 1893, spending most of his 
active soldiering with the 2nd Battalion.  
During the First World War he served in 
what was then called Mesopotamia 
(modern-day Iraq) and was severely 
wounded and invalided home in 1916. 
On his recovery he was posted to the 
War Office under General Sir Clive 
Liddell and was awarded the MBE for his 
war service.  At the end of the war, he 
resumed his soldiering with the 1st 
Battalion in Ireland, and then he was 
posted to the Depot at Glen Parva, 
where he remained until his retirement 
in 1946.   

So I’d answered some of the questions I 
started with – after all, Carisbrooke 
Avenue, although not on the doorstep 
for his working days, was in easy 
motoring distance of the Depot.  But to 
find out more about his family life, I 
returned to the internet, and the 
wonders of Google.  There I found a 
Brodie family website, and made 
contact with Claire, Major Brodie’s 
great great niece, who provided some 
more clues as to why he enlisted into 
our local regiment and ended up in 
retirement in Leicester. 

Brodie’s father, William John, a Scot, 
was also a career soldier, serving in 

India, perhaps also with the Leicesters.  
Harry was the youngest of 4 children, 
the only one not born in India –the 
family returned to Leicester in the 
1870s, living first in Oxford Street, with 
his father described as ‘miitia 
paymaster’s clerk’.  Harry enlisted when 
only 15, in 1893, but by then his father 
had left the family and his mother had 
died.  

Harry married Pamela in Egypt in 1901 – 
apparently she was also involved in 
army life, as an army school teacher.  
They had 2 children, Douglas, who 
emigrated to Canada, and Jessie, who 
married an Irishman, James Bland, and 
one of Jessie’s sons is Sir Christopher 
Bland, who among other positions 
became Chairman of the BBC.  

Major Harry died on 26 Aug 1968 age 93 
at the home of his daughter Jessie in 
Newcastle, Ireland having, as his 
obituary says, given ‘53 years of loyal 
and devoted service’ to the regiment. 

Now I wonder if anyone reading this 
remembers Major Brodie and his wife, 
living in Knighton for so many years 
before and after the Second World War.  
His picture shows him in retirement, 
probably taken in his final years in 
Ireland.  Do you recognise him?  Please 
let me know so that more can be added 
to the story of 6 Carisbrooke Avenue. 

Margaret Bonney 
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VE Day in Knighton 

 
 

omewhat belatedly I realised it 
would have been interesting to 
find out if any readers had 

memories of celebrating VE Day in 
Knighton. 
 
To mark the 75th anniversary of the 
event, the Leicester Mercury carried a 
number of pictures of street parties and 
marches, one of which had the caption, 
“Knighton Church Rooms, Clarendon 
Park Road”, which I found rather 
confusing. You can see this and other 
pictures at  
https://www.leicestermercury.co.uk/n
ews/leicester-news/gallery/ve-day-75-
24-wonderful-4112133 

 
Lorna Kirk tells me she remembers her 
father (who worked at police HQ in 
what is now Hendon Grange) bringing 
fireworks for a celebration at her 
childhood home in Knighton, though it 
seems improbable that Lorna had even 
been thought of in 1945. She has no 

recollection of a church party. I imagine 
Major Brodie (above) would have been 
prominent in the city’s celebrations. 

I’d be delighted to hear from any 
readers with any memories of that time 
or a clarification of that “Knighton’ 
event. 

Nigel 

 

Fundraising news 
 

Aileen is an octogenarian! 
  

ileen Orme has just celebrated 
her 80th birthday under 
‘lockdown’ and when she 

opened her cards she discovered that 
some of her friends had very kindly 
made their gifts as donations to St 
Mary’s Spire. This came to the 
outstanding total of £1,030. 
 

 
 
Aileen felt she wanted to spread the 
good news and include a photograph of 
her cutting her birthday cake -- a 
chocolate sponge that she had made! 
 
Many happy returns, Aileen. 

S 
A 
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Christian Aid Week  

 
 
Love never fails. Coronavirus impacts 
all of us. But love unites us all. 
 

hristian Aid goes virtual. Christian 
Aid week began on 10 May. 
Unsurprisingly it looks a little 

different this year. You can still get 
involved in various different ways - to 
see how, visit their website: 
www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/key-
appeals/christian-aid-week or click the 
link on the St Mary’s website. 

 
Lent Lunch 2020 
 

pproximately 40 people sat 
down to home-made soup and 
fresh bread, followed by cheese, 

crackers and chutney. This simple meal 
ended with tea and coffee. It was a very 
happy occasion and raised £320 for our 
Lenten Appeal. 

Since last year the school in India to 
whom we have been sending the 
proceeds from our Lent Lunches 
became self-supporting and thus self-
sufficient. So the Social Group made a 
decision to send this year’s, and 
hopefully, subsequent years’ proceeds 
to “Send a Cow”. 

This charity was set up originally by 
Sandra Herbert and her husband and is 

now a much wider charity with its 
headquarters in Bath. 

The charity works in Burundi, Ethiopia, 
Kenya, Rwanda, Uganda and Zambia. 
They provide long term training in three 
core areas:  

Sustainable farming 
Gender equality 
Business skills 
 
Our support helps to eradicate poverty. 
So far “Send a Cow” has helped over 2 
million people to build resilient 
communities who are in charge of their 
own futures. 

*£650 can provide a dairy cow which 
can provide over 3,000 litres of milk a 
year. The manure is an excellent 
fertiliser for use on the land. 
*£8 can provide a chicken which will 
provide high protein food through their 
meat and eggs 

*£12 can provide a donkey which will 
help to get their produce to market. 

*£5 can provide a cockerel – an asset for 
those with a hen! 

*£24 can provide a piglet …. and so on. 

The charity provides seeds, tools and 
education. The seeds and tools help 
crops to grow and education helps to 
improve the yield. The crops, seeds and 
knowledge are then shared. 
Communities can develop and prosper. 

The Social Group would like to 
commend this charity to you all. We 
would like to continue to send our Lent 
Lunch donations to “Send a Cow” with 
your blessing. 

C 

A 
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Many thanks for your generous support 
for our Lent Appeal. 

The Social & Fundraising Group  

More information: www.sendacow.org  

 
An InSpired book sale? 

 am notoriously reluctant to get rid 
of a book, even the lightest 
paperback holiday read. But 

redecoration of the dining room 
(another long-postponed duty suddenly 
rising to the top of the lockdown priority 
list) has forced my hand.  

It struck me that with second-hand 
bookshops closed, there might be a 
demand which could be turned to 
advantage in the cause of saving the 
spire. 

 

A couple of dozen books of different 
categories were put out at the end of 
our path with an invitation to take one 
and donate. And over the beautiful 
sunny days of 8 and 9 May, passers-by 
contributed £21.50. It doesn’t quite 

match Aileen’s £1,000 (see above) but it 
may pay for a little mortar. 

One unexpected downside was that 
kind people seem to have donated one 
or two of their unwanted books to the 
collection! Well intentioned, I’m sure, 
but not very helpful to my shelf 
clearance exercise. 

If despite that you think you might be 
able to raise some funds by selling 
unwanted books or bric-a-brac from 
your front garden or drive, I will be 
happy to forward the poster I made for 
my sale. 

And you can still contribute to the 
appeal, and so help us to be ready to 
start this essential work when normal 
business is resumed. Just click on the 
InSpired link on the St Mary’s 
homepage: 
www.stmarysknighton.co.uk. 
 

Nigel Siesage  

 

 

Services and events 

ll normal services are of course 
suspended during the lockdown, 
but the Bishop has authorised 

one person, normally the vicar, to enter 
a church building to say prayers and 
celebrate the Eucharist on behalf of the 
whole congregation, and Adrian will do 
this at both St Mary’s and St Guthlac’s. 

I 

A 
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See the newsletters and church 
websites for access to the regular online 

recordings of reflective worship on 
Sundays, and for details of how to sign 
up for the Wednesday services of 
Compline; not to mention the new 
virtual coffee mornings – and for any 
other ideas our ever ingenious ministry 
team may come up with. 
 
 

 

 
Contacts and Who’s Who  

Benefice Ministry Team 
Vicar 
Revd Adrian Jones 
(day off normally Friday) 

 
0116 270 4268 
or 07584 
954414 
 

 
adrian.jones@zoho.com 

Assistant Curate 
Revd Matthew Gough  
(day off normally Friday) 
 

 
07754 961997 

 
Revgough@gmail.com 

Revd Aphro McCullough 0116 283 7887 aphro.mccullough@btinternet.c
om 

Revd Canon Dr Stephen Foster 07966 376905 safpta6@gmail.com 

Revd Janet Gasper 0116 288 9646 janet.gasper@hotmail.co.uk 

Reader 
Fiona Wingate 

 
07515 752954 

 
Fiona.wingate@talktalk.net 

St. Guthlac’s 
 
Church Wardens 
David Hunt, Tina Jarvis 

churchwardens@stguthlac-
knighton.co.uk 
Parish Administrator 
Jane Wright 

mailto:churchwardens@stguthlac-knighton.co.uk
mailto:churchwardens@stguthlac-knighton.co.uk
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administrator@stguthlac-
knighton.co.uk 
Deanery Synod  
Fiona Wingate 
PCC Secretary 
Lesley Meakin 
PCC Treasurer 
David Hunt 
Sacristan  
Steve Bowyer 
Parochial Church Council 
The Vicar, the Associate Priest, the 
Church Wardens, the PCC Secretary, 
the PCC Treasurer, The Deanery Synod 
representative; and Steve Bowyer, 
Chris Bullough, Yolanda Courtney, Jean 
Gabbar, Peter Lakin, Brenda Lee, Ann 
Swanson, Jane Wright 
Children and Vulnerable Adults 
Advocate  
Tina Jarvis  
Child Protection/Safeguarding Adults 
Co-ordinator 
Anne Hunt  
safeguarding@stguthlac-
knighton.co.uk 
Diocesan Safeguarding Officer  
Rachael Spiers 
0116 2616341  
rachael.spiers@leccofe.org 
Planned Giving Scheme 
David Hunt 
Electoral Roll 
Jane Wright 
Flower Rota    
Cheryl Brewer 
Church Group    
Lesley Meakin 
Youth Group    
Tina Jarvis 
Knighton Players   
David Hunt 

Memory Cafe    
Tina Jarvis 
Community Cafe   
Lesley Meakin 
Tea and Talk     
Tina Jarvis 
Organ studentship co-ordinator 
Yolanda Courtney 
Holbrook Hall Caretakers & bookings 
Mark & Steph are on furlough during  
the pandemic 

St Mary’s 

Church Warden  
Rosalind Matthew  
07531 505 637  
Parish Administrator 
James is on furlough during the 
pandemic. Adrian is monitoring emails 
office@knightonparish.co.uk  
Deanery Synod  
Bob Rutland  
David Stanyer  
PCC Secretary  
Nigel Siesage 
07910 850 198 
PCC Treasurer 
David Stanyer 
0116 291 4625 
Sacristan 
David Ardley 
0116 221 9604 
Parochial Church Council 
The Vicar, the Curate, the Church 
Wardens, the PCC Secretary, the 
PCC Treasurer, The Deanery Synod 
representatives; and Angelica 
Amoroso, Mary Britton, Sian Howard, 
Michael Kirk, Andrew Oldershaw, Anne 
Squires and Tanya Willis  
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Children and Vulnerable Persons 
Advocate 
John Astles 
07976 391 558  
Child Protection/Safeguarding Adults 
Co-ordinator 
Cora Paul 
0116 367 8954  
Bell Ringers  
Jane Salt 
0116 270 6293 
Planned Giving Scheme  
Lorna Pollard 
0116 270 4272  
Envelope Secretary  
Helen Long 
0116 270 7781  
Electoral Roll 
Eileen McKellican 
0116 270 0714 
Flower Guild 
Deborah Martin 
0116 270 7525  
Magazine Editor 
Nigel Siesage 
07910 850 198 
stmaryknighton.magazine@gmail.com 
Magazine Distribution 
Bernard Stone 
0116 288 1306 
Thursday Morning Club  
Mavis Mason 
0116 229 5760  
Mothers’ Union 
Anne Squires 
0116 210 2504 
Social Committee 
Cora Paul 
0116 367 8954  
Instrumentalists  
Beverley Jarrom 
0116 212 8331 

Sunday Club 
Judi Stone 
0116 288 1306  
Rainbows 
Gill Gates 
0116 220 3643  
Beavers, Cubs and Scouts  
Sue Parsley (Co-ordinator)  
0116 271 6071 
Brownies (Monday)  
Megan Thomas  
07732 042 216  
Brownies (Wednesday)  
Gill Gates 
0116 220 3643 
Guides (Monday) 
Anne Hunt 
0116 271 6991 
Guides (Wednesday) 
Gill Gates 
0116 220 3643 
Caretakers & Bookings 
Mark & Steph are on furlough during  
the pandemic. 
 
 

 

 

 
The Benefice Magazine 

Articles do not represent the opinions 
of the Parochial Church Council of 
either church. Typographical and 
other errors (and the occasional 
omission) are the Editor’s 
responsibility.  

The closing date for copy for the next 
issue is 1 July 2020. 

Please send your contributions, 
preferably in Word, to 
stmaryknighton.magazine@gmail.com 
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