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  St Mary Magdalen Church, Knighton 

Double issue 

  Sunday 4th & 11th April 2021 

Easter Day & 2nd Sunday of Easter 

                                        

Join us in prayer and worship this Sunday  

and through the week 

  

Collect  

Lord of all life and power, 

who through the mighty resurrection of your Son 

overcame the old order of sin and death 

to make all things new in him: 

grant that we, being dead to sin 

and alive to you in Jesus Christ, 

may reign with him in glory; 

to whom with you and the Holy Spirit 

be praise and honour, glory and might, 

now and in all eternity. 

Amen. 
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 A Hymn for Easter – “Thine be the glory” 

 

Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son; 

endless is the victory, thou o'er death hast won; 

angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away, 

kept the folded grave clothes where thy body lay. 

 

Thine be the glory, risen conquering Son, 

Endless is the victory, thou o'er death hast won. 

 

Lo! Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb; 

Lovingly he greets us, scatters fear and gloom; 

let the Church with gladness, hymns of triumph sing; 

for her Lord now liveth, death hath lost its sting. 

 

Thine be the glory, risen conquering Son, 

Endless is the victory, thou o'er death hast won. 

 

No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of life; 

life is naught without thee; aid us in our strife; 

make us more than conquerors, through thy deathless love: 

bring us safe through Jordan to thy home above.  

 

Thine be the glory, risen conquering Son, 

Endless is the victory, thou o'er death hast won. 

 
                        words: Edmond Budry (1854-1932), tr. Richard Hoyle (1875-1939) 

 music: ‘Judas Maccabaeus’, George Frideric Handel (1685-1759) 
 

Edmond Budry was a Swiss hymn writer, and today is well known for 

writing the original French lyrics to the hymn "Thine Be the Glory" ("À toi 

la gloire"). For most of his working life, Budry was the pastor of the Free 

Church in the Swiss town of Vevey. Besides writing original hymns, he 

translated German, English, and Latin lyrics into French.  

JUDAS MACCABEUS is an arrangement of a tune initially used by Handel 

in his oratorio ‘Joshua’ (1747). He later transferred it to ‘Judas           

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Switzerland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hymn
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thine_Be_the_Glory
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Free_church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Free_church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vevey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/French_language
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Maccabeus’ in 1751 for "See, the Conquering Hero Comes."  

“This hymn perfectly displays the glory and brilliance of Christ’s           

resurrection. The first stanza discusses the power of the resurrection, the 

second verse tells Christ’s people to shed their doubt now that Christ has 

conquered the grave, the third verse tells us to quench our fear now that 

the Prince of peace reigns. The powerful lyrics and the universally-liked 

tune no doubt led to the hymns’ enormous popularity.” (hymnary.org) 

Easter Morning Vigil and Sunrise 

If you would like to join a 5.30am Holy 

Weekend Vigil and Easter Sunday Sunrise 

Fire and Celebration outdoors at St Mary's, 

please contact Matthew                           

revgough@gmail.com 07754961997.  

We are gauging commitment before       

confirming.  
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Listening to God's Word 

Our Bible readings for Sunday 4th April are:  

 

Acts 10.34-43 
34 Then Peter began to speak: ‘I now realise how true it is that God does 

not show favouritism 35 but accepts from every nation the one who fears 

him and does what is right. 36 You know the message God sent to the 

people of Israel, announcing the good news of peace through Jesus 

Christ, who is Lord of all. 37 You know what has happened throughout the 

province of Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John 

preached – 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit 

and power, and how he went around doing good and healing all who 

were under the power of the devil, because God was with him. 

39 ‘We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews and 

in Jerusalem. They killed him by hanging him on a cross, 40 but God 

raised him from the dead on the third day and caused him to be 

seen. 41 He was not seen by all the people, but by witnesses whom God 

had already chosen – by us who ate and drank with him after he rose 

from the dead. 42 He commanded us to preach to the people and to    

testify that he is the one whom God appointed as judge of the living and 

the dead. 43 All the prophets testify about him that everyone who         

believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.’ 

 

Mark 16.1-8 

Jesus has risen 

16 When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of 

James, and Salome bought spices so that they might go to anoint Jesus’ 

body. 2 Very early on the first day of the week, just after sunrise, they 

were on their way to the tomb 3 and they asked each other, ‘Who will roll 

the stone away from the entrance of the tomb?’ 

4 But when they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, 

had been rolled away. 5 As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man 

dressed in a white robe sitting on the right side, and they were alarmed. 
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6 ‘Don’t be alarmed,’ he said. ‘You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, 

who was crucified. He has risen! He is not here. See the place where they 

laid him. 7 But go, tell his disciples and Peter, “He is going ahead of you 

into Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.”’ 

8 Trembling and bewildered, the women went out and fled from the 

tomb. They said nothing to anyone, because they were afraid. 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Our Bible readings for Sunday 11th April are:  

 

Acts 4.32-35 

The believers share their possessions 
32 All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any 

of their possessions was their own, but they shared everything they 

had. 33 With great power the apostles continued to testify to the           

resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And God’s grace was so powerfully at 

work in them all 34 that there was no needy person among them. For 

from time to time those who owned land or houses sold them, brought 

the money from the sales 35 and put it at the apostles’ feet, and it was 

distributed to anyone who had need. 

 

John 20.19-end 

Jesus appears to his disciples 
19 On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were 

together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came 

and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you!’ 20 After he said 

this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed 

when they saw the Lord. 

21 Again Jesus said, ‘Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am 

sending you.’ 22 And with that he breathed on them and said, ‘Receive the 

Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do 

not forgive them, they are not forgiven.’ 
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Jesus appears to Thomas 

24 Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not 

with the disciples when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, 

‘We have seen the Lord!’ 

But he said to them, ‘Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my 

finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not   

believe.’ 

26 A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was 

with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood 

among them and said, ‘Peace be with you!’ 27 Then he said to        

Thomas, ‘Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and 

put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.’ 

28 Thomas said to him, ‘My Lord and my God!’ 

29 Then Jesus told him, ‘Because you have seen me, you have believed; 

blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.’ 

30 Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, 

which are not recorded in this book. 31 But these are written that you 

may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by     

believing you may have life in his name. 

 

 

Easter Sunday Reflection       Mark 16  1-8 

In Mark’s account of the Resurrection we find three of the women who 

had been closest to Jesus, Mary Magdalene, Mary mother of James and 

Salome ,making their way to the tomb of Jesus in order to anoint his 

body. They wish to do belatedly what should have been done in      

preparation for burial, but was not possible as it was the Sabbath. It is 

out of devotion and grief that they come wanting to do the right thing 

for the departed. They come to the tomb worrying about what the  

power of God has already achieved. The stone sealing the tomb has 

been rolled away and a young man robed in white tells them that Jesus 
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is not here. He has been raised and has gone to Galilee where he will see 

his disciples, gone to Galilee where the story started , where Jesus        

offered hope and love to the poor and marginalised .No wonder the 

women have no words to describe these sensations and the fearful joy 

that fills them. 

 

Theodore would understand what this was all about. He sat in the sun 

and watched his twenty seven feet turn green. A breeze blew across the 

garden and made the leaves sway ,like a ship in a storm. Theodore could 

pretend that he was a pirate, the terror of the seven seas. He smiled to 

himself. He wasn’t much of a terror not even to the Gardner. Silas Slug 

could do ten times the damage to a cabbage plant in half the time. And 

wasn’t he being a bit careless sitting out here where the birds could pick 

him off quite easily. Theodore didn’t want to be some crow’s teatime 

treat. 

 

He moved cautiously over the leaf’s edge and settled on the underside. 

Strange - he must be getting old, he felt quite rheumaticky and another 

thing - he wasn’t hungry but caterpillars are always hungry. He must be 

off colour, he glanced again at his toes. They had turned a sort of mud 

colour . 

Could this be the end? Was this what happened to Crispin and           

Bartholomew? IT was most odd the way they had just disappeared. 

Sometime later, glued to the underneath of the cabbage leaf, Theodore 

felt turned to stone. He was not asleep , he was not hungry and worst of 

all , unable to move he was not a caterpillar. That night the wind got up 

and there was a strong gale. Theodore hit the earth but he was past   

caring now. His body has frozen, everything seemed to have 

stopped .But deep inside him, something was busy ,something whirred, 

buzzed like an engine. Time did not matter to Theodore now. He had no 

idea of days or weeks passing. He was just aware of coming slowly 

awake on just the sort of day he had fallen was it asleep. The sun was 

shining, he felt life stirring. New sensations ripped the poor old body 

case apart. And suddenly, dripping wet, gloriously beautiful, Theodore 

was a butterfly, engines purring, wings gently flapping, moving towards 
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the cabbage leaf, his runway ,and there were Crispin and Bartholomew. 

New life new sensations - this is the Easter message  - a contemporary, 

relevant, energising force, a living ,loving God who cares for us and will 

not let us go if we will let ourselves be found by him. 

 

“So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything has become 

new”  2 Corinthians 5 v 17 

 

Rev Janet Gasper 

 

 

Coming soon - our Annual Meeting. 

Although it seems such a short while since our last Annual Meeting, this 

year we have been asked to stick to the usual timetable, which means 

holding the Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) once again in the 

spring.  

This year then, our meeting, looking back at 2020, will be on Sunday 

25th April at 11am. As we will have started meeting again for Sunday 

Worship in the church building, the meeting will take place 'live' in the 

church and also on Zoom - this does mean that some folk will find it  

difficult to take part. However, we will send all those without internet  

access a paper copy of the Annual  Report and Accounts ahead of time 

so that you can ask any questions you may have or make comments, all 

of which will be included in the   official minutes and record of the 

meeting.  You can also take part in the meeting by phone. Everyone on 

the email list will receive an electronic copy of the Report and other   

papers, but a paper copy will be available from the Parish Office.  

This is not ideal but seems to be the best we can do - thank you for your 

patience and understanding. For those who are on the internet we will 

publish a Zoom link in a week or two. Adrian Jones on behalf of the PCC. 
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Welcome back to Sundays at St Mary’s 

At our meeting this week, the PCC agreed unanimously that now is the 

time to begin planning for ‘live’ Sunday services again at St Mary’s, and 

that we should open the doors once more on Sunday 18th April.  

I know that this is long-awaited for many of you, whilst others will feel 

much more cautious about returning just yet. You must feel free to set 

your own pace, and please be assured that whenever you join Sunday 

worship we will have all the necessary precautions in place. It is very   

likely, for instance, that by the 18th we will still need to socially distance 

and wear a mask in church, and as yet there is no news on the              

resumption of singing. More guidance will be sent to everyone after 

Easter but ahead of the 18th. 

PLEASE NOTE that we are starting services again at the new times 

agreed by the PCC before Christmas. This means that the ‘early service’ 

of Holy Communion will be at 9am. This Weekly Eucharist will use   

traditional language on 18th and 25th April and then move to the pattern 

detailed below. 

The second change is that our ‘main service’ of Sung Eucharist will be 

at 10.30am.  On both the Sundays of 18th and 25th April we will celebrate 

the Eucharist together at 10.30 (albeit without singing), and after that we 

will move to the usual pattern of services across the month, detailed    

below as a reminder.  

Our midweek Communion service will also restart soon, once we have 

Sundays underway. 

The following article from the Parish magazine (“Looking ahead in hope: 

Worship”) gave the explanation for these changes and I’m glad that your 

feedback to me since then has been positive. Even if you have             

reservations, can I please ask you to give the changes a chance? And 
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please do continue to give me feedback as the weeks pass; it may be a 

while until things feel something like ‘normal’ once again. 

In the meantime, we will need volunteers to spring clean the church. If 

you can give some time to join our team on the mornings of either 

Wednesday 14th or Thursday 15th (anytime 9.30-11.30am), then please do 

let me know by phone or email. Thank you!   Adrian 

 

Looking Ahead in Hope: Worship at St Mary’s                                                       

(an extract from the Parish Magazine, November 2020) 

One of the Objectives for our life together as St Mary’s, agreed by the 

PCC after our consultation back in 2018, is to worship God well – using 

traditional and new ways, so that everyone can encounter God and grow 

in faith. We wanted to recognise how precious our traditional forms of 

church services are, as well as to mark the need to change and innovate, 

so providing worship that is attractive to those currently outside of our 

church family. 

As the pandemic began all our services were stopped of course and we 

made the shift to online ‘Virtual Worship’, and we’ve continued this even 

when actual services are permitted again in the church building. This 

break in ‘normal service’ has also given us the opportunity to think afresh 

about what would make a good and sustainable pattern of worship as we 

move out of the pandemic but into a world where people are both more 

wary of meeting together, but also recognise more deeply our need for 

companionship and connection with each other. 

As a result, the PCC recently had a discussion about the future shape of 

worship and church services at St Mary’s, and affirmed some important 

points. 

Firstly, it may be some considerable time before we can meet together in 

our usual numbers on a Sunday, and some people will be reluctant to 

come back soon. It will be important therefore to maintain an online     

element to our worship and to be prepared for smaller regular numbers 

in church.   
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Secondly it feels as if the 8am ‘traditional language’ Communion service 

will struggle to get restarted, especially as the congregation has sadly 

shrunk now. However we want to retain a place for both quieter,           

reflective worship and some in traditional language.  

Thirdly, the desire for regular, weekly Eucharistic worship is still strong, 

and perhaps even more so in these uncertain times. It is also, however, 

critical to keep developing All Age Worship and opportunities for those 

who prefer not to come to Communion services, with a special focus on 

those people ‘outside’ who have been troubled and shaken by the     

pandemic and now want to find deeper purpose in their lives.  

 Holding these priorities together is our challenge and expecting to just 

‘go back to normal’ seems unrealistic. The PCC agreed therefore that as 

we come out ‘on the other side’ of the pandemic, and after wider        

consultation, we should move to strengthen our worship with a different 

pattern for the Sundays of each month. 

 

The PCC has agreed:  

 

to support and strengthen the early Holy Communion service by  

moving the time from 8am to 9am, so allowing a new group of  

people to feel able to come, whilst keeping a relatively early start 

for those who prefer it; 

 

to enhance this ‘weekly Eucharist’ at 9am by the greater use of       

seasonal provisions, the addition of music, and extra participation 

for the congregation through readings and prayers, and to ensure a 

traditional language service twice a month; 

 

to move our second service of the day to 10.30am and to support the 

pattern of forms of worship that we are used to; 

 

to seek joint worship with St Guthlac’s on any fifth Sunday in the 

month. 
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The regular pattern of services will therefore be: 

 

        First Sunday:     9am     Weekly Eucharist     

  10.30am   All Age Worship 

 

Second Sunday:  9am     Weekly Eucharist (traditional language) 

        10.30am    Sung Eucharist 

 

Third Sunday:      9am     Weekly Eucharist      

          10.30am    Morning Worship 

 

Fourth Sunday:     9am     Weekly Eucharist (traditional language) 

         10.30am    Sung Eucharist 

 

Adrian Jones (Vicar) on behalf of the PCC 

 

 

REVISION OF ELECTORAL ROLL: the Church Electoral Roll will be        

revised on Saturday 10th April 2021 and applications for inclusion on the 

Roll must be received by then. Forms can be obtained by email from the 

Parish Office or from Eileen McKellican, 37 Knighton Church Road, to 

whom they should be returned. If you are unsure as to whether your 

name is on the Roll - it needs to be, if you wish to vote at the APCM on 

25th April or stand for the PCC or any other office - please call me on 

2700714. Eileen McKellican (Electoral Roll Officer) 

MARMALADE etc: new flavours now available.  

Seville marmalade and Orange with Ginger marmalade now available  

together with the usual flavours at £1.75 per jar.  

Also some pickled onions, chutney and jams still available.  

Call 2881306 or email judiandbernard@talktalk.net to place your order. 

 All proceeds to the Spire Fund. 
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Worship for Holy Week and Easter 

Despite still not being able to meet together for our regular worship, we 

can still mark Holy Week and celebrate Easter. 

To help you remember the profound moments leading up to the        

crucifixion we will send everyone a simple guide to praying through 

Holy Week. 

Then on Maundy Thursday you can join our special Eucharist at Home, 

at 7.30pm, by following this Zoom link:  

https://leccofe.zoom.us/j/92186073163?

pwd=UmkyVzNNTWlmMUZPRktDQ2lzUWoydz09 

or phoning 0330 088 5830, using Meeting ID: 921 8607 3163 and 

Passcode: 814346 

 

On Good Friday you can share in our Reflection at the Cross through the 

Youtube link that will be on the Church website.  

 

On Easter Day itself we will have a special Virtual Worship, accessed as 

usual through the website or the YouTube link sent by email. Those who 

receive their newsletter by post will also receive special Easter Day    

prayers in printed form. 

These special days are the heart of our Christian faith, so please do plan 

to mark and celebrate them in whatever way you can.  

Together we can affirm confidently the transforming power of all that  

Jesus accomplished through his suffering and through the triumph of the 

resurrection – the hope that the world needs so much today. 

Yours in friendship and Christ’s service, 

Adrian 

https://leccofe.zoom.us/j/92186073163?pwd=UmkyVzNNTWlmMUZPRktDQ2lzUWoydz09
https://leccofe.zoom.us/j/92186073163?pwd=UmkyVzNNTWlmMUZPRktDQ2lzUWoydz09
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Online Compline Night Prayer from 8pm each Wednesday 

and from Monday 12th April Midday Prayer 

All Welcome 

Same online joining details below for both: 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://leccofe.zoom.us/j/7467674408?

pwd=NHRQZ2F0Mmt5Wk5sd2NMc1JtREpaUT09 

 

Meeting ID: 746 767 4408 

Passcode: hope 

Or Phone In 0131 460 1196 United Kingdom  

Contact details:   

 Vicar: Adrian Jones       0116 270 4268 or 07584 954414 

 Email: adrian.jones@zoho.com (day off normally Friday) 

 Assistant Curate: Revd Matthew Gough  07754 961997 

 Email: revgough@gmail.com   (day off normally Friday) 

 Revd Aphro McCullough    0116 283 7887   

 Email: aphro.mccullough@btinternet.com 

 Revd Canon Dr Stephen Foster  07966 376905 

 Email: safpta6@gmail.com     

 Revd Janet Gasper      0116 288 9646 

 Email: janet.gasper@hotmail.co.uk   

 Churchwarden: Sian Howard   07932 557646  

 sian.howard@tiscali.co.uk       

 Parish Administrator: James Gutteridge  0116 270 2705                                                    

 Email: office@knightonparish.co.uk 

 The Parish Office is now closed to the public during the lockdown.   

 Please feel free to phone or to email. Thank you. 
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Online Worship and Reflection 

We continue to produce a short act of Virtual Worship each week and if 

you haven’t had a look yet can we encourage you to try it out?  

Ahead of each Sunday those of you with email will receive the link to 

watch directly and the video is available on the website, YouTube    

Channel and Facebook pages. The link to our Youtube channel is  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UChYDSfNmiB2Zamsaz_EdZSg or  

access via www.stmarysknighton.co.uk 

UPDATE - Church Finance is a Team Sport! 

You’ll know by now that our Church Treasurer, David Stanyer, is stepping 

down later this year. David has done an amazing and very professional 

job and we are so grateful to him - there are few people who could fulfil 

the role of Treasurer in the same way. David is currently assisted by a 

small and faithful team of volunteers – but they are stretched. 

With this in mind, we are now looking for a team of people who could 

carry the Treasurer’s roles and responsibilities between them. We need 

people who are willing to join our Finance Team, and in particular,   

working with others, to take one or more of these roles: 

counting and banking our weekly collection; 

helping to run our Giving Scheme and make Gift Aid claims; 

handling book-keeping tasks; 

drawing up end of year accounts. 

Training and support will be provided to everyone joining our Finance 

Team, and you will know that you are making an important contribution 

to the life and health of the church and its service of our community. 

Please do speak to David or myself if God stirs you to think more about 

these roles. Adrian  

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UChYDSfNmiB2Zamsaz_EdZSg
http://www.stmarysknighton.co.uk
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Giving thanks for our vaccines in Leicester – and helping others 

around the world 

As more of us, our family, friends, and neighbours receive our Covid   

vaccine, we give thanks to God and are both joyful and relieved.       

However, I’m sure that you’ll have heard about the many poorer       

communities around the world that will only have very limited access to 

vaccines, despite being the hardest hit by Covid-19. These vulnerable 

communities also lack the basics they need to protect themselves, like 

clean water for handwashing. 

As a mark of appreciation for your own vaccination, why not help     

someone overseas in a high-risk, poorer community to get vaccine    

protection too?  

You can specifically support vaccination programmes overseas through 

Christian Aid (Leicester) at 

 https://giving.tapsimple.org/online/christian-aid/leicestercag 

 

or through Unicef at 

https://www.unicef.org.uk/donate/coronavirus/ 

 

Thank you for your support.  
 

https://giving.tapsimple.org/online/christian-aid/leicestercag
https://www.unicef.org.uk/donate/coronavirus/
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Important Notice:–  

St Mary’s Church Path & Churchyard, Temporary Closure 

After careful planning and preparation, the essential repairs to the 

church tower and spire have now commenced, with completion           

expected in April 2021. 

Unfortunately, for everyone’s safety, for the whole contract period, the 

footpath through the churchyard, between Brinsmead Road and Church 

Lane will be closed.   To prevent damage to the gravestones, the older 

part of the churchyard on the North side of the driveway, up to the lych 

gate, will also be temporarily fenced off. 

Access into this area to visit graves and for internments will still be    

possible, but only by prior arrangement with James Gutteridge in the 

Parish Office or Revd  Adrian Jones or Revd Matthew Gough. 

The contractors, MSM, and the PCC, apologise for any inconvenience or 

upset this may cause, but hope that everyone will understand that the 

safety of all is of paramount importance during this complex             

construction project. Thank you. 

PLANNED GIVING SCHEME 

Regular giving is an integral part of our church life   supporting our day 

to day costs, ministry and mission.   A good way to achieve this is 

through a weekly envelope or a monthly bank standing order as part of 

our Planned Giving Scheme. Scheme  details can be obtained from Lorna 

Pollard, Planned Giving Scheme Secretary: telephone 01162704272 or   

email:   stmarysknighton.giving@gmail.com. If you are a taxpayer   and 

gift aid your giving, our church can claim an additional 25%.    

 

During the current Coronavirus pandemic please put aside your 

weekly offerings ready to bring to church when things return to 

something like normal.  The costs of the church are largely  

unchanged even though we cannot meet, so your regular giving is 

extremely important to our collective 'health' and 

the mission of God here.                                        
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Prayers on Easter Day. 

 

On this Resurrection Day, we pray to Jesus, who is now  

present with us to eternity…. 

 

Jesus, light of the world, 

bring the light and peace of your gospel to the nations … 

Jesus, Lord of life, 

in your mercy, hear us. 

 

Jesus, bread of life, 

give food to the hungry … 

and nourish us all with your word. 

Jesus, Lord of life, 

in your mercy, hear us. 

 

Jesus, our way, our truth, our life, 

be with us and all who follow you in the way … 

Deepen our appreciation of your truth 

and fill us with your life. 

Jesus, Lord of life, 

in your mercy, hear us. 

 

Jesus, Good Shepherd who gave your life for the sheep, 

recover the straggler, 

bind up the injured, 

strengthen the sick 

and lead the healthy and strong to new pastures. 

Jesus, Lord of life, 

in your mercy, hear us. 

 

Jesus, the resurrection and the life, 

we give you thanks for all who have lived and believed in you … 
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Raise us with them to eternal life. 

Jesus, Lord of life, 

in your mercy, hear us, 

accept our prayers, and be with us always. 

Amen. 

(Church of England ‘Times and Seasons’) 

 

Gracious God, 

We praise you for the light of new life 

made possible through Jesus. 

We praise you for the light of new life 

that shone on the first witnesses of resurrection. 

We praise you for the light of new life 

that continues to shine in our hearts today. 

We pray that the Easter light of life, hope and joy, 

will live in us each day; 

and that we will be bearers of that light 

into the lives of others. 

Amen. 

(The Methodist Church UK) 
 

'Signs of spring, signs of hope': It seemed a shame to have to take 

down the Virtual Christmas Tree Festival photos from the church website 

recently but it was time! I have another idea, however - how about we 

share photos of signs of spring as we go about our gardens, balconies or 

local neighbourhood? It could be something spectacular, or just      

watching the unfurling of an indoor spring bulb. All to remind us, and 

others, that God always manages to bring new life out of difficult times, 

even if we are finding it hard to see the shape of the future. We'll put the 

photos on the website for all to see, and credit your name unless you tell 

us otherwise!  Please send your photos to 

KnightonSpring21@gmail.com Alison Roche. 
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Please pray….. "And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of    

prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on 

praying for all the Lord’s people. "  (Ephesians 6.18)    

 

Praying for the World: please pray for refugees across the world - for 

all who have been forced to leave their homes because of war,             

oppression, famine or economic need. Pray that they will find safety and 

protection - and that global international solutions will be found that  

enable them to return home or forge a new life.  

 

Praying for the Church: Please pray for persecuted Christians across the 

world - for all those who have to hide their faith or who cannot celebrate 

this Easter time for fear of the repercussions. Pray for a lessening of the 

fear and distrust that leads to persecution, and for deeper understanding, 

tolerance and acceptance across religions and ideologies.  

Praying for the Parish: Please pray for the peace and well-being of all 

those who live on Elms Road, Knighton Drive, Knighton Road,          

Northcote Road, Newstead Road. 

Praying for those in need: 

We pray for all those who are unwell at the moment, whether in body. 

mind or spirit, and all those with troubling investigations and diagnoses. 

We especially pray for Anne Squires, Andrew Gough, Jason,            

Jean Arnison, Rex Wills, and Trevor Gutteridge. We pray for all those 

on our parish 'Continuing Prayer' list. May they know the power of God's 

healing love at work in their lives today. 

 

We give thanks for those who have been healed and restored. 

 

We remember those who have died recently and pray for their families 

and friends. We remember all those whose anniversaries fall at this time.  

 

Jesus said “Come to me, all you who are weary and carrying heavy      

burdens, and I will give you rest.” Matthew 11.28. 


