
ST MARY MAGDALEN, KNIGHTON 
 

PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the meeting held by Zoom at 7:30pm on 
 13th May 2021 

 
Present: Sian Howard (Church Warden; in the Chair), Revd Matthew Gough, Angelica 
Amoroso, Josh Crick de Boom, Michael Kirk, Andrew Oldershaw, David Palmer, Lorna 
Pollard, Judith Rudd, Bob Rutland, David Stanyer (Treasurer) and Ida Stanyer. 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Revd Adrian Jones and Nigel Siesage. 

21/39 PRAYERS AND REFLECTION 

Revd Matthew led the meeting in prayers and reflection. 

21/40 SHAPED BY GOD TOGETHER 

Revd Matthew presented a video by the Bishop addressing a forthcoming turning 
point in our Church’s history, indicating that it had to evolve in response to 
diminishing financial resources and changing social approaches resulting in reduced 
church attendance both within our diocese and nationally.  

The video outlined three future systems for consideration: Minister churches; 
Mission Areas; and Network churches. In June, after parishioners have been briefed 
about the issues, the Vicar would be expected to provide our parish feedback to the 
Diocesan Synod.  

After some discussion, the PCC agreed that there was a great deal to consider; only a 
basic proposal has been provided, with the principles and details not yet formulated. 
It would help to have access to the video and further information to enable 
members to evolve constructive thoughts and opinions. The following points were 
also made: 

 A strong core non-stipendiary team would be essential.  

 Models 1 and 2 models could be overseen by a minister.  

 The parish’s existing ministry model has elements of all three proposed 
models 

 The benefice was blessed with several retired clergy, in addition to  vicar and 
curate, who in total give us the ability to respond very flexibly. 

21/41 APPOINTMENT OF TREASURER 

Mr Stanyer reported that Amanda Beck had volunteered to take over from him as 
Treasurer.  
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Her background is as follows: she has been a member of St Mary’s Church for 35 
years and has two daughters who attended Tiny Tots and Sunday School. She spent 6 
years of her early working life at Barclays Bank starting as a cashier and progressing 
to the securities & foreign debt sections. She left Barclays to bring up her children 
and then helped her husband with his textile business, taking over bookkeeping, 
invoicing etc. They subsequently started a craft kit manufacturing business which has 
been going for 30 years. Amanda is its finance director. She volunteered because the 
church has been a big part of her life and she now wants to give something back.  

On the proposal of Mr Stanyer, seconded by Mrs Pollard, the PCC unanimously 
resolved: 

(i) that Amanda Beck be appointed Treasurer from 23 May 2021 (at the APCM)  
(ii) that the PCC co-opt Amanda onto the PCC from that date  
(iii) that Amanda be appointed as cheque co-signatory on all PCC Bank, deposit & 

investment accounts from that date  
(iv) that Mr Stanyer remain cheque signatory during the handover period and 

then as backup  
(v) that the final formal handover provisionally be set for 31 October 2021 when 

Mr Stanyer would stand down from the PCC  
(vi) that Mr Stanyer continue to support Amanda through to the year end.  

Members expressed their appreciation of all Mr Stanyer’s long service as Treasurer. 

21/42 OTHER FINANCIAL MATTERS 

Mr Stanyer reported the establishment of revised arrangements for banking cash 
contributions. This would now take place once per week (instead of twice) with a 
team of 4 people on a fortnightly rota organised by Sian Howard with Josh Crick de 
Boom, Lorna Pollard and Beryl Bonfield. Regarding the Parish Centre, Linda Bilham 
was voluntarily part of the letting team with Mark and Steph who have been off 
Furlough since 1st May and are cleaning the centre and taking bookings.  

Finally, Mr Stanyer reported success in winning a grant of £5,000 for the Parish 
Centre. 

21/43 SPIRE APPEAL 

The PCC considered a proposal by Mr Siesage to close the spire appeal in the 
Autumn, around the second anniversary of its launch. This would allow some events 
which had been postponed because of the pandemic to go ahead, and would to a 
limited extent reduce the impact of the works on parish reserves. If possible, the 
conclusion of the appeal could involve an episcopal blessing. The celebration of the 
completion would also provide an opportunity to acknowledge all donors to the 
appeal and announce the establishment of a ‘Friends of St Mary’s’ fund, repurposing 
the CAF donate site. This was proposed by Mr Stanyer (in Mr Siesage’s absence), 
seconded by Mr Kirk and unanimously approved. 
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21/44 ECO-CHURCH UPDATE  

Revd Matthew reported positive progress within the Eco-church working group. The 
surveys were not yet complete, but good progress had been made for both 
churches. It was likely that they would currently achieve bronze status with little or 
no changes to current methods and policies; but both would need to adapt their 
procurement policies for goods and services to make further progress (e.g. to 
achieve silver level).  

21/45 MINUTES 

The minutes of the meeting of the PCC meeting held on 30th March 2021 were 
approved. The Action list was reviewed and updated. 

21/46 SAFEGUARDING 

There had been no matters to report. 

The PCC noted that PCC members could update their training online when this 
became necessary. There were three levels of training and the lowest level (Basic 
Awareness, C0) is required for all PCC members, so new members would need to do 
this. Churchwardens must also do C1 foundation level online training. Sian Howard 
agreed to distribute the relevant information to PCC members in cooperation with 
the Vicar 

Action: SH, AJ (and new/recently appointed members). 

21/47 BUILDINGS/HEALTH AND SAFETY 

PCC noted that Mr Britton had identified possible rainwater ingress in the tower 
through the mesh windows and was investigating this in cooperation with the 
architects/builders responsible for the renovation. 

Mr Oldershaw reported finding a gardening firm that might help with the upkeep of 
the Memorial Garden and Parish Centre grounds. The business, Oldman & Sons, 
specialises in community-based gardening. He had obtained a detailed quote for 
both a ‘tidy-up’ and regular gardening maintenance which could enhance both the 
Eco-church project and the community Friends of St Mary’s potential development. 
This would be considered by the Buildings Group next week. 

21/48 MATTERS FOR FUTURE DISCUSSION 

 The following were noted (no date specified for consideration): 

 Pastoral care of the church, the clergy and others in positions of responsibility.  

 Communication of absences on holiday of clergy and PCC members  

 Awareness on the part of the welcoming team of when a member of the 
congregation has died. 
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21/49  NEXT MEETING 
 

The next meeting would be held on 8 June 2021 at 7:30 pm. The PC awayday would 
be rescheduled to later in the year. 

 
The meeting closed with Grace. 
 
 
 
 
Chairman 
 
 
 
 
 


