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                   St Mary Magdalen Church, Knighton 

 

                  Sunday 2nd August 2020 

                     Eighth Sunday after Trinity    

                                        

Join us in prayer this Sunday   

and through the week,  

  

Collects 

Almighty Lord and everlasting God, 

we beseech you to direct, sanctify and govern 

both our hearts and bodies 

in the ways of your laws 

and the works of your commandments; 

that through your most mighty protection,  

both here and ever, 

we may be preserved in body and soul; 

through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen 

 

Lord God, 

your Son left the riches of heaven 

and became poor for our sake: 

when we prosper save us from pride, 

when we are needy save us from despair, 

                                that we may trust in you alone;                                                                 

        through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

                            Amen. 
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The Leicester Lockdown -                                                                        

what are the implications for churches now?   
  

The news is good! Following the Government review this week many of 

the restrictions on Leicester are to be eased, and for us the prospect of    

moving towards re-opening our churches is once again realistic. When 

our PCC met some weeks ago we agreed the steps we need to take and 

we know what we need to do to prepare.  

 

Thank you for all your responses to our questionnaire about re-opening. 

Your feedback has indicated that the majority of our congregation       

favour a gradual re-opening, with services from September at the       

earliest.  Through August therefore we will continue to make            

preparations  and adaptations in the building, as well as thinking ahead 

to an autumn of socially distanced worship -  Harvest  Festival will be 

our first challenge!  We are also scheduled to have our Annual Meeting 

in the autumn but details  from the Diocese of how we should do this 

are still sketchy. 

 

No doubt this will be a strange autumn, just as we have had a uniquely 

difficult and sobering spring and summertime.  Our Christian forebears 

knew the impact of suffering, isolation and persecution (as do Christians 

in other parts of the world today) so we are not alone. The Bible         

encourages us:  

“Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, 

let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily        

entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for 

us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith…..       

Consider him ….so that you will not grow weary and lose heart. 

“ (Hebrews 12.1-3) 

 

 Adrian 
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How do we live as the Church now?                                       

Gladness and Generosity 

 “Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They 

broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere 

hearts, praising God and enjoying the favour of all the people. And the 

Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved. “ (Acts 

2.46-47)   

  

When the first Christians began meeting together as the first ‘church’ 

they developed a pattern of life described for us by Luke in Acts chapter 

2, verses 42-47, and which we might say is characterised by ten ‘holy 

habits’.  I’ve been reflecting on each of them and what they might have 

to say to us about the shape of the church on ‘the other side’ of our pan-

demic lockdown.  

The eighth ‘holy habit’ is meeting and eating together “with glad and sin-

cere hearts”, or as another translation has it ‘with glad and generous 

hearts.’ 

The church was born in gladness; gladness for what God had done 

through the life, death and resurrection of Jesus, and gladness at the out-

pouring of the Spirit at Pentecost. The first Christians were glad every-

where; at home, in the temple and out on the streets. It was gladness 

that was more than a fleeting feeling, but was rooted in a profound joy at 

the knowledge that God is good, strong and active, and that the way of 

Jesus is the Way of Life for everyone.   
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Gladness will find a natural expression in celebration but can also be a 

light shining brightly in the darkest of times. It is not that gladness pre-

vents us from seeing or feeling suffering; rather that it reflects and nour-

ishes faith in the God who can draw good things from evil times and who 

never gives up on us. 

Luke also notes that the first church embodied the extravagant Generosi-

ty that is at the heart of God’s own character. In the face of avarice and 

greed all around, Christians are called to reflect the grace we have re-

ceived from God by being generous with all we are and have, not just our 

money.  

Gladness and generosity go together in this Holy Habit because they are 

inextricably linked; giving gives rise to a cheerful nature, and joy naturally 

wants to lift others too.  

I wonder if our neighbours in Knighton see us, the church on their corner, 

as people who are both glad and generous?  Do our celebration and 

sharing provoke outsiders to take a second look at our faith and life? 

Some celebrations we can plan into our life together, such as Christmas, 

but perhaps we also need to discover other occasions to celebrate both 

in the church and community (achievements, anniversaries, working to-

gether etc). We can organise our generous giving of money, to the 

church and to charities, but perhaps we also need to discover ways to 

share our time, our homes, our possessions more freely, and to be less 

afraid of what we might lose in the process. 

The habit of gladness and generosity comes with real challenges for us. 

Perhaps we should be praying now for the profound change of heart in 

us that will make them a natural expression of a deep trust in a God of 

joy, hopefulness and self-giving. 

  In the meantime, keep safe and stay well. 

Adrian 
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Church Family News  

 

Thank you  to the thirty or so people who gathered , appropriately     

distanced, outside St Mary’s on Wednesday morning as the hearse      

carrying Ray Wood’s coffin to his funeral paused  outside the building 

and community he loved.  

As we prayed together for the first time in many weeks, it seemed        

appropriate that it should have been Ray who had brought us together. 

 

Brian Small :  Last week we heard from his family that Brian Small had 

also died, just six weeks after his wife Veronica. Brian, like Veronica, was a 

real fixture of the life of St Mary's and his contribution over the years was 

inestimable - he was a member of the PCC until just two years ago and 

his wise and perceptive counsel, mixed with a hint of mischief, was valued 

by all the recent vicars.  

 

Brian died at home surrounded by his family, just as he had              

wanted. Please remember Helen, Stephen and Judith and their families in 

your prayers this week. Brian’s funeral will be on Friday 14th August and 

we hope to hold a joint service of thanksgiving for him and Veronica in     

October. 

 

Moving News:  Paul and Sue Bonnett  have moved north!  Having 

completed the complications of paperwork during lockdown, Paul and 

Sue have now  made their long-awaited move to Lancashire.—you may 

have seen their farewell interview in last week’s Virtual Worship.  

 

Many of you were kind enough to make a contribution towards their pre-

sent, as an expression of our appreciation for them as friends and valued 

church members over many years.  We’ve also compiled a special book 

of all the messages and memories that you’ve sent and I’ll post this onto 

them as soon as they are settled.     

 

Paul and Sue, with our thanks and love, we wish you all the very best, and 

God’s blessing in this next season of life.  Adrian 
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Josie Childs:  news of Josie, who is very unwell,  comes from  Gill       

Tordoff, who writes:   

“ I met Josie in 1973 and we have been good friends ever since. She was 

in the choir at St James Aylestone Park - since demolished .Josie became 

involved with St Mary’s producing and helping put on productions with 

the children for many years. Josie moved to Groby and being a            

non- driver found it difficult to keep up her connection with St Mary’s. 

However, there are still members of the congregation who will remem-

ber her... 

 

Josie has lung cancer and has been in Glenfield hospital. She is now very 

unwell and is due to go home soon as no more treatment is viable.   

Should anyone wish to send Josie a “Thinking of you” card - her address 

is  2A Poplars Close, Groby, Leicester LE6 OFQ” 
 

 

Knighton Benefice Magazine—The July/August edition of the Maga-

zine is now available and has been sent out by email. Those of you who     

normally receive our church information by post should receive your 

copy very soon—please bear with us as we print and post! The maga-

zine can also be seen on the church website. Many thanks to Nigel 

Siesage and all the contributors for another excellent issue. 

 

 

Could you help local Somali children? 

With the pandemic forcing school closure, those whose families do not 

have English as a first language are most at risk of falling behind in their 

learning. I have been approached by our nearby Somali community   

asking for help for primary and secondary aged  children to assist with 

tutoring, either online or, when appropriate, in person. If you have any 

subject, or English language, skills that you may wish to share, please do 

think about whether you could spare an hour a week or fortnight, 

thanks.   Matthew 
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Listening to God's Word 

Our Bible readings for this Sunday, for the feast of St Mary Magdalen, 

are:  Isaiah 55.1-5 and  Matthew 14.13-21   

Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand 

13 When Jesus heard what had happened, he withdrew by boat privately 

to a solitary place. Hearing of this, the crowds followed him on foot from 

the towns. 14 When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compas-

sion on them and healed their sick. 
15 As evening approached, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a 

remote place, and it’s already getting late. Send the crowds away, so they 

can go to the villages and buy themselves some food.” 
16 Jesus replied, “They do not need to go away. You give them something 

to eat.” 
17 “We have here only five loaves of bread and two fish,” they answered. 
18 “Bring them here to me,” he said. 19 And he directed the people to sit 

down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking 

up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke the loaves. Then he gave them 

to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the people. 20 They all ate 

and were satisfied, and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of      

broken pieces that were left over. 21 The number of those who ate was 

about five thousand men, besides women and children. 
 

 

REFLECTION:  Signposts and Pebbles - the Revd Adrian Jones  

Did you know that the clothes fashion trend for Summer 2020 is “the 

capsule wardrobe”? Apparently “we are all looking for clothes that will 

have a lasting impact” and we have “a focus on classic legacy buys rather 

than whimsical and artistic creations.”  

Although I have never claimed to be ‘on trend’ myself, I’m interested to 

know that the buzzwords for fashion week in September are "realistic" 

and "wearability", as this is what I’ve always looked for in my clothes!  

Scepticism about miracles, even amongst Christians, has been in fashion 

for quite a while – the trend has been to dismiss these ‘violations of the 

laws of nature’ as either fabrications or illusions. It is easy for those who  
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exalt one type of logical thinking above all other routes to understand-

ing, to explain away the miracles we read about in the Gospels because 

they don’t fit the way that they see the world. But that is precisely the 

point of the miracles …. they are events that don’t fit our usual expecta-

tions. 

And we mustn’t fall into the temptation of thinking that people of        

previous generations were simpler or more gullible than we sophisticated 

modern types. The Gospel writers and the readers of previous centuries 

knew exactly what the miracle stories of Jesus implied and how             

extraordinary they are.  

It might help us if we thought of them first as signposts, and then as 

pebbles…. 

This particular miracle story – the feeding of the five 

thousand – features in all four of the gospels. So we can         

assume that it has something very important to tell us. In 

Matthew it follows on from the scepticism of the folk in 

Nazareth when they hear Jesus teaching, and the alarm 

of Herod the tetrarch as he fears John the Baptist is back 

from the dead – this miracle acts as a signpost to point us dramatically 

to who Jesus really is.  

Feeding more than five thousand people with so little food demonstrates 

that, beyond the physical world which has been so disturbed by this     

miracle, Jesus is the source of everything  we truly need for life to be    

satisfying and full. He can meet all our deepest human needs, with so     

little from a human point of view – just himself. 

 

The miracle also acts as a pebble …. just like a stone thrown into water, it 

causes disturbance and ripples. The miracle disturbs our rational logic, 

our assumptions that we know how the world works, that we know what 

is and what isn’t possible, and that our knowledge gives us the control.  

The ripples from this pebble disturb our calm sense that 

we know what God must be like too. What happens as 

the bread and fish are shared is preposterous, irrational,    

nonsensical, but it’s also outrageously generous,         

inclusive and compassionate. The miracle is meant to  
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disturb us and give us a fuller view of what God is doing in the world 

through Jesus, and what the Kingdom of God is like. 

I find it hard to believe that last year the people of the UK spent nearly 

£61 billion on clothing – it’s staggering isn’t it? The miracles of Jesus are 

staggering too, because they point to the reality of who Jesus is and they 

disturb our comfortable view of the world and of God. The good news is 

that Jesus doesn’t need you to be fashionable …. He will do the              

remodelling if you let him. 

Amen. 

https://www.whowhatwear.co.uk/spring-summer-fashion-trends-2020 

https://www.statista.com    

 

!  

https://www.whowhatwear.co.uk/spring-summer-fashion-trends-2020
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Contact details:   

 Vicar: Adrian Jones     0116 270 4268 or 07584 954414 

 Email: adrian.jones@zoho.com (day off normally Friday) 

 Assistant Curate: Revd Matthew Gough  07754 961997 

 Email: revgough@gmail.com   (day off normally Friday) 

 Revd Aphro McCullough:     0116 283 7887   

 Email: aphro.mccullough@btinternet.com 

 Revd Canon Dr Stephen Foster 

 Email: safpta6@gmail.com    07966 376905 

 Revd Janet Gasper 

 Email: janet.gasper@hotmail.co.uk  0116 288 9646 

 Reader: Fiona Wingate 

 Email: Fiona.wingate@talktalk.net  07515 752954 

 Churchwarden: Rosalind Matthew  

 

 Parish Office (currently closed)             0116 270 2705                                                    

 Email: office@knightonparish.co.uk 

Please note that Matthew and family are ‘on holiday’ this week., and Adrian 

and family take some time off at the end of the week.  

Please contact others in the Ministry Team in case of urgent need. 
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PLANNED GIVING SCHEME 

Regular giving is an integral part of our church life   supporting our day to day 

costs, ministry and mission.   A good way to achieve this is through a               

weekly envelope or a monthly bank standing order as part of our Planned Giving 

Scheme. Scheme  details can be obtained from Lorna Pollard, Planned                 

Giving Scheme Secretary: telephone 01162704272 or   email:   

stmarysknighton.giving@gmail.com. If you are a taxpayer   and gift aid your giving, 

our church can claim an additional 25%.    

 

During the current Coronavirus pandemic please put aside your weekly         

offerings ready to bring to church when things return to something like     

normal.  The costs of the church are largely  unchanged even though we      

cannot meet, so your regular giving is extremely important to our collective 

'health' and the mission of God here.                                        

 

Keeping in touch and sharing worship together remotely. 
 

On-line worship Each Sunday  we aim to have a short recorded, reflec-

tive act of worship by members of St Mary’s  congregation on both the          

website and our Facebook page—do  have a look and join in worship    

together.  

Wednesday Compline (Night Prayer) -  Each week we are meeting    

virtually for Compline at 8pm on Wednesday. It has proven to be a  

meaningful way to have fellowship and prayer together as well as being 

quite good fun, especially as we find our feet with the technology and 

with more people joining us every week. 

You can join by just phoning up and inputting the code or using 'Zoom'                             

online. It has been democratic with several voices joining in with a line                                       

of liturgy each. If you would like to participate with a speaking part,                                      

please do contact Matthew by 4pm on Wednesday. 

To join by phone only, call this number  0131 460 1196 and when  

prompted input Meeting ID: 746 767 4408  

To join by Zoom on the internet, go to this address and click ’Open 

Zoom’   https://leccofe.zoom.us/j/7467674408 

https://leccofe.zoom.us/j/7467674408
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Please pray….. "And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of 

prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on 

praying for all the Lord’s people. "  (Ephesians 6.18)      

Praying for the World: Please pray for all those  who have lost jobs,  

businesses or livelihoods because of the pandemic. Pray that good      

support will be available for them and that they will have hope and         

reslieince as they try to build a new future. Pray that we would all            

remember  to support our local businesses.  

 

Praying for the Church:  Please continue to pray for all those in the     

national church and in the Diocese who seek to provide leadership and  

guidance to our churches in this time. Pray for their wisdom, clear       

thinking, compassion and refreshment.  Pray especially for Bishops  

Martyn and Guli ,and for our Archdeacons Claire and Richard. 

 

Praying for the Parish: Please pray for the peace and well-being of all 

those who live on  Welford Court, The Cedars, Muston Gardens, Wyndale 

road, Brinsmead Road. 

Praying for those in need: 

We pray for all those who are unwell at the moment, whether in body. 

mind or spirit, and all those with troubling investigations and diagnoses.  

Please do continue to pray for Josie Childs, Gary Joynes, Anne Squires, 

Ed Groves and their  families. We pray for all those on our parish 

'Continuing Prayer' list.  May they know the power of God's healing love 

at work in their lives today. 

 

We give thanks for those who have been healed and restored. 

We remember those who have died recently and pray for their families 

and friends: Ray Wood and Brian Small. 

 

Jesus said “Come to me, all you who are weary and carrying heavy      

burdens, and I will give you rest.” Matthew 11.28. 


