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       St Mary Magdalen Church, 

                      Knighton 

  Sunday 19th September 2021 

    16th Sunday after Trinity 

                                        

Join us in prayer, worship and life together,  

this Sunday and through the week   

Collect  

O Lord, we beseech you mercifully to hear the prayers of your people 

who call upon you; 

and grant that they may both  perceive and know what things they 

ought to do, and also may have grace and power faithfully to fulfil 

them; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

Alternative Collect 

Lord of creation, 

whose glory is around and within us: 

open our eyes to your wonders, 

that we may serve you with reverence 

and know your peace at our lives’ end, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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DIARY FOR THE WEEK 

Our October Service of Prayer for Healing with Communion will be on 

Friday 29th at 11am. 

 

Sunday Club, for children at primary school, meets during the 10.30am 

service on both the second and third Sundays of each month. Everyone is 

welcome even if it's your first time here! Just ask one of the Welcome 

Team to point out our leaders, and then say hello :) 

On the first Sunday we all stay together for All Age Worship, and on the 

fourth Sunday why not join us at 10.30 for the relaxed, cafe- style Church 

Club at St Guthlac's, Holbrook Road? 

 

Looking out for each other -  

continuing Corona Virus precautions at St Mary’s 

Whilst pandemic restrictions have been relaxed, we are continuing with 

precautions when we worship together on Sundays at St Mary’s so that 

Sunday 19th September 

16th Sunday after Trinity 

9.00am    Weekly Eucharist  

10.30am        ‘Fresh’ Service 

10.30am         Eucharist at St Guthlacs 

Monday 20th September  

Tuesday 21st September  

Wednesday 22nd September 7.15pm          Choir Practice in church 

8.00 pm         Compline on Zoom 

Thursday 23rd September 10.00am         Sound system training 

12 noon          Interment of Ashes 

6.45pm           Parish Players Rehearsal 

Friday 24th September 11.00am     Service of Prayer for Healing  

                      with Communion 

Saturday 25th September  

Sunday 26th September 

17th Sunday after Trinity 

9.00am    Weekly Eucharist (trad) 

10.30am       Sung Eucharist 

10.30am  Morning Prayer at St Guthlacs 
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we can play our part in protecting the most vulnerable members of our 

community. Please do   continue to act with courtesy and kindness       

towards others who may prefer to be more or less cautious than yourself. 

The key precautions for our worship together are: 

 we will keep  the side chapels  available as spaces for those who 

would prefer to continue sitting 2m apart; 

 we ask you to wear a face covering in church, and in particular whilst 

singing; 

 please continue using hand sanitiser as you enter and leave; 

 we will continue to offer communion as wafers only and from the 

chancel step. 

Our fellowship together as Christians is an important part of our spiritual 

health – please help us to encourage and support each other by          

following these simple points.            Revd Adrian Jones 

Church Family News 

 

Sad news: I'm very sorry to have to tell you that our friend Jeremy 

Macafee died on Thursday. Jeremy had recently come home from  

hospital, and although seriously ill, was still his usual gracious and 

kindly self, and his sense of humour was as sharp as ever.  

He will be sadly missed by many of us, and personally I shall miss his 

perceptive encouragement greatly. Please do remember Doreen in 

your thoughts and prayers, as well as Ian and Andrew.  Adrian  

 

Rex Wills 

It is great to hear that Rex is slowly progressing. Shirley would like to 

thank everyone for your prayers and telephone calls over the past year. 

 

Rest in Peace   

I'm sorry to have to report the death of the Very Revd Derek Hole    

earlier in the week. Derek was a former curate in Knighton and later 

became the Provost of Leicester Cathedral. He was very much a  

Leicester personality and will be missed by many. Derek’s funeral will 

take place at St James the Greater, Leicester on Saturday 

25th September at 11am. Adrian  
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Listening to God's Word 

Our Bible readings for Sunday 19th September are:  

 

Wisdom 1.16- 2.1, 12-22 

Life as the Ungodly See It 
16 But the ungodly by their words and deeds summoned death; 

considering him a friend, they pined away 

and made a covenant with him, 

because they are fit to belong to his company. 

2 For they reasoned unsoundly, saying to themselves, 

‘Short and sorrowful is our life, 

and there is no remedy when a life comes to its end, 

and no one has been known to return from Hades. 
12 ‘Let us lie in wait for the righteous man, 

because he is inconvenient to us and opposes our actions; 

he reproaches us for sins against the law, 

and accuses us of sins against our training. 
13 He professes to have knowledge of God, 

and calls himself a child of the Lord. 
14 He became to us a reproof of our thoughts; 
15 the very sight of him is a burden to us, 

because his manner of life is unlike that of others, 

and his ways are strange. 
16 We are considered by him as something base, 

and he avoids our ways as unclean; 

he calls the last end of the righteous happy, 

and boasts that God is his father. 
17 Let us see if his words are true, 

and let us test what will happen at the end of his life; 
18 for if the righteous man is God’s child, he will help him, 

and will deliver him from the hand of his adversaries. 
19 Let us test him with insult and torture, 

so that we may find out how gentle he is, 

and make trial of his forbearance. 
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20 Let us condemn him to a shameful death, 

for, according to what he says, he will be protected.’ 

Error of the Wicked 
21 Thus they reasoned, but they were led astray, 

for their wickedness blinded them, 
22 and they did not know the secret purposes of God, 

nor hoped for the wages of holiness, 

nor discerned the prize for blameless souls; 

 

 

Mark 9.30-37 

Jesus Again Foretells His Death and Resurrection 
30 They went on from there and passed through Galilee. He did not want 

anyone to know it; 31 for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, 

‘The Son of Man is to be betrayed into human hands, and they will kill 

him, and three days after being killed, he will rise again.’ 32 But they did 

not understand what he was saying and were afraid to ask him. 

Who Is the Greatest? 
33 Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he 

asked them, ‘What were you arguing about on the way?’ 34 But they were 

silent, for on the way they had argued with one another about who was 

the greatest. 35 He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, 

‘Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all.’ 36 Then 

he took a little child and put it among them; and taking it in his arms, he 

said to them, 37 ‘Whoever welcomes one such child in my name wel-

comes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the one 

who sent me.’ 

 

Homily - from the Lincoln Homilies Project 

Many rivers have stepping stones. You might regard Jesus’ teaching of 

his disciples as a series of stepping stones bringing them nearer and 

nearer to being ready to take on His mission beyond Ascension and  

Pentecost. Sometimes that was direct teaching, sometimes Jesus used 

the opportunities thrown up by the conversations as they walked the 

roads of the Galilee. Our Gospel reading is an example of both. The 
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teaching, about his forthcoming death and resurrection was just too 

much to take in. It seems that that passed over their heads and they 

spent their time jockeying for position in this Kingdom that Jesus had 

talked a lot about. “We,” they thought, “are in a privileged position. We 

are in at the beginning; we will rule with Him.” To use a contemporary 

analogy, they were arguing about what Cabinet position they would 

hold. Who would be Home Secretary; who would be Chancellor? Who 

would have the most power? 

 

Stepping stones are also a good picture of how people come to faith. 

Few people come instantly to faith in a one-off conversion experience. 

For many it is a slow process. Research suggests on average it is four 

years – four years of knowing a Christian. That’s four years (or maybe a 

lot more) of being invited to various events, four years of conversations 

where faith comes up naturally, four years of a friend seeing what our 

faith means in our lives – our values, our life choices, the things we do for 

others - four years of getting to know us and what we stand for. These 

are all stepping stones that help others come to faith. 

 

If you’ve ever used actual stepping stones across a river I suspect you 

might have been a bit nervous that some of them might be a bit wobbly 

and end up pitching you into the water! Indeed, you might have had that 

experience. Or you have ever come across wide gaps where the stones 

had been washed away so you never actually get across at all? 

 

You might say that today’s readings from the New Testament, both our 

Gospel and Epistle, illustrate some of those wobbly stepping stones, or 

perhaps fallen trees or mud that stop people crossing to faith at all. We 

see the disciples trying to put themselves above each other, angling for 

the most privileged positions. In James we hear of church members 

showing “envy and selfish ambition.” Indeed, the situation in those 

churches might be more closely compared to a raging torrent that   

completely hides or washes away those stones – “disorder and          

wickedness… conflicts and disputes.” “Surely not,” we say, “that would 

never happen in our church!”  
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Perhaps not, but what is reported each time General Synod takes place? 

Conflicts and disputes. The tone of debate on the Christian 

‘Twittersphere’ too is anything but “peaceable” or “gentle.” How often are 

people “willing to yield” to a position different from their own. Over the 

next couple of weeks our Deanery Synod members and Clergy will be 

voting for new General Synod representatives. Let’s pray for wisdom as 

they votes and that those elected may be people of real wisdom       

themselves, people of careful reflection ,people who “make peace,” so 

that, as James says “a harvest of righteousness [might be] sown in 

peace.” 

 

And let’s reflect on our own actions. The next time we hear gossip we 

might want to think twice about passing it on. The next time we are 

asked to sing some hymns we really don’t like might we think twice     

before complaining? And the next time we feel slighted by someone…? 

Jesus calls us to be servants of one another. In passages like the           

Beatitudes he calls us to be peacemakers. James (most likely Jesus’  

brother or perhaps his cousin) says the same. Many of Paul’s letters     

address similar issues, situations of conflict and bad feeling. Why is there 

so much teaching on this in the New Testament? Firstly, because people 

are people. And also, because the way we are with each other as       

Christians has a huge effect on our witness.  

 

We work so hard to build stepping stones to help people come to faith, 

to feel the love of Jesus - and then a bad news report about Synod or a 

cross word with someone at church washes them away. As a diocese we 

believe God can transform lives. As we seek to bring others to know 

God’s transforming love for themselves, we know that this has to start 

with us. 
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Creationtide 

 

 

 

 

Creationtide - September 5th - October 3rd will be celebrated by 

both St Mary's and St Guthlacs in common with other churches.  

This is particularly important this year as we seek Eco Church   

accreditation. Also, the UK hosts the important United Nations 

Climate Change Summit (CoP 26) in Glasgow this November.  

We hope that you will join in as much with our activities as well 

as those across the local area.  

We have a programme of local leading Environmentalist   

preaching in both churches as well as harvest festivals, All age 

and Outdoor Pets' Thanksgiving for all our 10.30am Sunday   

services.  

 

Our guest speakers and special services are- 

Canon Brian Davis-creator of York Course 'Caring for Creation', 

Chair of Eco Church Harborough and former Vicar of St Mary's 

Hinckley, the first medieval church to fit solar panels.  

 

St Guthlacs Sept 26th; St Mary's Sept 12th.  

Anne Scott-Pioneer leader of Greenlight and environmental    

focused Fresh Expression of Church, Leicester and head of Forest 

School at Overdale Juniors. St Guthlacs Church, October 3rd 

 



9 

Dr Miram Stoate-Environmental Scientist and Campaigner.     

Pioneer minister for Eco Youth and Outdoor Groups in the   

Launde Deanery. St Guthlacs Church, Sept 19th 

 

Rev. Andrew Quigley Vicar of St James the Greater and    

Leicester Diocese Environmental Officer. Andrew has no car, does 

not fly and cycles or runs most places! St Mary's Sept 26th  

 

Special Outdoor Pet Blessing Service, "Fresh!" with live music, 

St Mary's. Rev. Matthew Sept 19th 

 

Harvest Festivals September 12th St Guthlacs (Fiona and Tina) 

and October 3rd St Mary's (Rev. Adrian) 

 

******************************************************************** 

MESSY CHURCH / MESSY PLAY will be starting at Stoneygate Baptist 

Church on Friday 17th September at 3.30 pm, with further sessions on  

Fridays 8th October, 12th November and 10th December, for children of 

primary school age and their families. 

All very welcome, including any new volunteers. Eileen McKellican 

(see poster in newsletter) 
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HARVEST FESTIVAL :  SUNDAY  3rd  OCTOBER 2021 

We will be decorating St Marys from 2pm on Friday 1st October and 

continuing from 9.30am on Saturday 2nd. We look forward to         

welcoming  all  would like to help, no experience necessary.  If you’ve 

have not been along before, it would be helpful if you could let me 

know in advance. 

Donations of autumnal foliage, flowers, fruit and        

vegetables would be gratefully received on Friday. 

Thank you. 

 Deborah Martin:  0116  2707525 or deb-

smar@btinternet.com 
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Would you like to sing with the Knighton Parish Singers 

performance of the Requiem by Gabriel Faure? 

Rehearsals for this performance begin on Wednesday 

22nd  September at 8.00pm in St Mary’s. 

You would be more than welcome to join the choir for this performance.  

The performance will be on Wednesday 24th November. 

Further information from Revd Canon Dr Stephen Foster. 

Look forward to seeing you on 22nd September. 
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FINDING FAITH & HOPE AS WE FACE THE CLIMATE CRISIS  

1. ‘The time has arrived, the Kingdom of God is upon you. Repent 

and believe the good news.’ (Mark 1.15.)  

 

2. DEVELOPING A SUSTAINABLE LIFE-STYLE –A WHOLE WAY OF LIFE - 

How we spend our time, our money, -everything. 

 

3. ‘If any of you want to become my followers, you must forget 

yourself, take up your cross, and follow me. For those who want to 

save their life, will lose it; but those who lose their life for my sake 

and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. (Mark 8. 34-38)  

 

4. Meister Eckhart (13C): ‘You may call God goodness, you may call God 

love, but the best name for God is Compassion’.  

 

5. We may need to live more simply, that others may simply live.  

 

6. ‘Look how the wild flowers grow: they do not work or make 

clothes for themselves. But I tell you that not even King Solomon 

with all his wealth had clothes as beautiful as one of these flowers’. 

(Matt.6. 28)  

 

7. Martin Luther said, ‘The Gospel is not only found in the pages of the 

Bible but is written in the trees and the flowers, in nature all around us.’  

 

SUMMARY :  

• The good news that God is with us, and that nothing can separate 

us from his love.  

• We will experience God’s love, his presence with us when we wake up 

and face reality – what is happening to our planet.  

• When we repent, change our ways and find a new Christian life-style 

based on sustainable living.  

• When we die to self, allowing the selfish, self-centred part of us to die, 

so that God’s new life can blossom and grow in us.  

• When we show real love, and compassion for all those already suffering 
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the effects of the climate crisis; and in showing compassion we will come 

closer to God who is compassion.  

• And when we reconnect with God’s creation, his life-giving Spirit – in 

the sights and sounds of nature all around us.  

• When we do all this, God is there with us. And God becomes real 

once again in our lives. And we can live in hope.  

There will be a midweek Eucharist with prayer for    

Healing at St Mary’s on Friday September 24th at 11am. 

This is a gentle service providing the opportunity to 

pray for healing for ourselves, for those on the church’s 

Prayer List, for situations in the world. All are welcome .If you would 

like us to pray for someone please contact the Vicar, Revd   Adrian 

0116 2704288 or Revd Janet  0116 2889646.    Thank you. Revd  Janet 

‘A new direction’ for the Rev Canon Dr Stephen Foster 

For the last few years, since his retirement from the University         

Chaplaincy, our parishes in Knighton have benefitted tremendously from 

the ministry of the Rev Canon Dr Stephen Foster – but after a time of 

prayerful wrestling and re-evaluation, Stephen has decided that his   

ministry should take a new ‘direction’ and to do that he needs to step 

back from the support that he has been giving here. 

 

Personally, I am deeply grateful for the time, energy and gracious      

wisdom that Stephen has contributed here – and I know that many of us 

have good reason to thank God for his pastoral care and concern as well. 

Whilst understanding how he has come to this ‘turning point’, I will miss 

the extra dimension that Stephen has brought to our shared life.   

 

I’m pleased to say that Stephen will continue presiding and preaching 

for us, and in his musical leadership, until just before Advent, and then 

we will say a fuller ‘thank you’ and wish him well in new ventures. 

Adrian 
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Please Pray for the Next Stage of Shaped By God Together 

Bishop Martyn has written a letter to clergy to share across our diocese 

as we reach a significant moment in the life of the diocese with key   

decisions on how we are being ‘Shaped By God Together’, and asking 

our churches and communities to pray for the next stages of the     

process. 

  

A key date for our prayers is 9th October when our Diocesan Synod 

meets to approve a new framework or structure for the diocese.      

Following that every person in our worshipping communities will be 

able to take part participate in making the new framework take shape 

in our own local contexts.   

 

In his letter, Bishop Martyn stresses that the church will always need 

lay ministers, deacons, priests and bishops, just as we will always need 

and cherish parish churches which serve every person living in that 

parish. But how our ministers and parishes operate will start to look 

different in the coming years. 

 

You can read the letter from Bishop Martyn on the notice board at the 

back of church, or by following this link:  

 

https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/5f3ffd8a9f6aa/content/pages/

documents/bp9529-pastoral-letter-from-bishop-martyn-sept-21-.pdf?

utm_source=Diomail&utm_campaign=3d8f71a6be-

EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_03_25_10_27_COPY_01&utm_medium=email

&utm_term=0_3b79945ade-3d8f71a6be-87825889  

https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/5f3ffd8a9f6aa/content/pages/documents/bp9529-pastoral-letter-from-bishop-martyn-sept-21-.pdf?utm_source=Diomail&utm_campaign=3d8f71a6be-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_03_25_10_27_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_3b79945ade-3d8f71
https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/5f3ffd8a9f6aa/content/pages/documents/bp9529-pastoral-letter-from-bishop-martyn-sept-21-.pdf?utm_source=Diomail&utm_campaign=3d8f71a6be-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_03_25_10_27_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_3b79945ade-3d8f71
https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/5f3ffd8a9f6aa/content/pages/documents/bp9529-pastoral-letter-from-bishop-martyn-sept-21-.pdf?utm_source=Diomail&utm_campaign=3d8f71a6be-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_03_25_10_27_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_3b79945ade-3d8f71
https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/5f3ffd8a9f6aa/content/pages/documents/bp9529-pastoral-letter-from-bishop-martyn-sept-21-.pdf?utm_source=Diomail&utm_campaign=3d8f71a6be-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_03_25_10_27_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_3b79945ade-3d8f71
https://d3hgrlq6yacptf.cloudfront.net/5f3ffd8a9f6aa/content/pages/documents/bp9529-pastoral-letter-from-bishop-martyn-sept-21-.pdf?utm_source=Diomail&utm_campaign=3d8f71a6be-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_03_25_10_27_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_3b79945ade-3d8f71
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PLANNED GIVING SCHEME 

Regular giving is an integral part of our church life   supporting our day 

to day costs, ministry and mission.   A good way to achieve this is 

through a weekly envelope or a monthly bank standing order as part of 

our Planned Giving Scheme. Scheme  details can be obtained from Lorna 

Pollard, Planned Giving Scheme Secretary: telephone 01162704272 or   

email:   stmarysknighton.giving@gmail.com. If you are 

a taxpayer and gift aid your giving, our church can 

claim an additional 25%.    
 

During the current Coronavirus pandemic please put aside your 

weekly offerings ready to bring to church when things return to 

something like normal.  The costs of the church are largely            

unchanged even though we cannot meet, so your regular giving is 

extremely important to our collective 'health' and the mission of 

God here.  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------                                       

Thank you 

We would like to thank everyone at St Mary's who came to Keith's     

funeral service. Special thanks to Revd Matthew for his care and     

support both before and on the day, and for the services he conducted 

at the church and at the crematorium. 

We also wish to express our appreciation for the cards and the kind 

words from Keith's friends in the church, and for the donations to the 

Rainbows Hospice in Loughborough. This was a cause very dear to 

Keith's heart and he would have been delighted that we received a    

total of £236.20. 

Keith loved being part of the congregation at St Mary's, and often 

spoke of how he was always made to feel very welcome and cared for. 

He missed it very much when he was no longer able to attend the   

services.  

Martyn and Sally Dewsbury (Keith's son and daughter-in-law) 
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Contact details:   

 Vicar: Adrian Jones          0116 270 4268 or 07919 262399 

  adrian.jones@zoho.com (rest day normally Friday) 

 Curate: Revd Matthew Gough     07754 961997 

 revgough@gmail.com   (rest day  normally Friday) 

 Revd Aphro McCullough     0116 283 7887   

 aphro.mccullough@btinternet.com 

 Revd Canon Dr Stephen Foster   07966 376905 

 safpta6@gmail.com     

 Revd Janet Gasper       0116 288 9646 

 jgasper925@gmail.com   

 Lay Reader: Fiona Wingate    07515 752954 

 fiona.wingate@talktalk.net 

 Churchwarden: Sian Howard    07932 557646  

 sian.howard@tiscali.co.uk     

 Churchwarden: Beryl Bonfield         0116 2702202   

       berylbonfield1945@gmail.com 

 Parish Administrator: James Gutteridge  0116 270 2705                                                    

 office@knightonparish.co.uk 

 

 The Parish Office is open from 9.30am until 2.30pm, Tuesday to            

 Friday. The Parish Office is closed on Mondays. 

mailto:berylbonfield1945@gmail.com
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A PRAYER FOR THE WORLD 

Let the rain come and wash away 

the ancient grudges, the bitter hatreds 

held and nurtured over generations. 

Let the rain wash away the memory 

of the hurt, the neglect. 

Then let the sun come out and 

fill the sky with rainbows. 

Let the warmth of the sun heal us 

wherever we are broken. 

Let it burn away the fog so that 

we can see each other clearly. 

So that we can see beyond labels, 

beyond accents, gender or skin colour. 

Let the warmth and brightness 

of the sun melt our selfishness. 

So that we can share the joys and 

feel the sorrows of our neighbours. 

And let the light of the sun 

be so strong that we will see all 

people as our neighbours. 

Let the earth, nourished by rain, 

bring forth flowers 

to surround us with beauty. 

And let the mountains teach our hearts 

to reach upward to heaven. 

Amen. 

 

Rabbi Harold S. Kushner 

 

Please also pray this week for all those who are unwell, whether in body, 

mind or spirit, and in particular for Jason Griffin. 

Please ask for God’s blessing of comfort and hope within their grief, for 

the family and friends of those who have died recently: Derek Hole, 

Philip Thake. 


