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KNIGHTON PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL S11 MEETING 
 

Minutes of the meeting held on 24th May 2016 in the Narthex. 
 
Present: Revd Richard Worsfold (Area Dean, Chairman), Revd Prof Richard 

Bonney, Mary Britton, Simon Britton, Revd Neil Bullen, Patrick Holligan, 
Susan Holligan, David Hunt, Prof Tina Jarvis, Lorna Kirk, Bob Rutland, 
Brian Small, David Stanyer, Doreen White. 

 
Apologies: Rosalind Matthew, Lorna Pollard, Nigel Siesage (post meeting). 
 

1.  Welcome: 
 Patrick Holligan welcomed the Area Dean and representatives of St Guthlac’s Church 

and invited Neil Bullen to open the meeting with a prayer. 
  

2.  Purpose of the meeting: 
 The Area Dean outlined the statutory purpose of the meeting which was to approve a 

statement describing the parish (Parish Profile), appoint representatives to the 
selection panel and determine how the position should be advertised. 

  
3.  Parish Profile: 

 The profile had been drafted by a panel consisting of Patrick Holligan, Bob Rutland, 
David Stanyer, Lorna Pollard, Lorna Kirk and Revd Neil Bullen with specific assistance 
on the ‘Challenges’ and ‘Personal Profile’ sections from Susan Holligan, Nigel Siesage 
and Simon Britton.  The section describing St Guthlac’s had been approved by the St 
Guthlac’s PCC.  The profile, therefore, reflected the whole benefice.  The Area Dean 
thanked everyone for their contributions. 
 
The following specific amendments and clarifications were proposed to the draft: 

 1. The position being advertised should be described as ‘Vicar of the benefice of 
Knighton’. 

 2. Introduction 3rd para. add ‘St Guthlac’s is a separate parish within the benefice 
of Knighton as detailed later’. 

 3. There should be initial reference to ‘St Mary Magdalen’ so as to clarify the later 
abbreviation ‘St Mary’s’. 

 4. The section on ‘Our Community’ should be amended to describe the location 
and facilities of the benefice consistently and the specific environment of St 
Mary’s. 

 5. ‘Our Church Life’ should become ‘Our Church Life at St Mary’s’. 
 6. Reference to SEMP in the section on the Diocese and Deanery should be 

amended to refer to ‘seven churches’ in place of ‘six parishes’. 
 7. Add to ‘Our Organisation’ a section on the PCC: ‘The PCC comprises the 

clergy, two churchwardens and twelve lay members and it meets on average 
eleven times each year’. 

 8. It was felt that the comments proposed by the Archdeacon in ‘Our Challenges’ 
were not in keeping with the style of the document as a whole but that it would 
be helpful to have a reference to the considered use of the resources of the 
parish; both financial and personal.  It was proposed that the wording ‘who will 
help us harness the abundant resources of the parish to grow God’s Kingdom 
at the appropriate time’ was more suitable. 

 9. After discussion it was agreed that the addition of a requirement for a ‘good 
sense of humour’ in the ‘Who are we looking for?’ section was better 
addressed by requesting that the interview panel explore how candidates 
handled conflict and challenging situations. 

 Acceptance of the Parish Profile subject to the above amendments 1-9 was proposed 
by Lorna Kirk, seconded by David Stanyer and agreed unanimously on a show of 
hands by the members of St Mary’s PCC. 
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4.  Representatives of the Parishes and Benefice: 
 The shortlisting and selection panel would consist of the Bishop, Archdeacon, Area 

Dean, and three parish representatives.  Each party had the right of veto although the 
parish representatives could only operate their veto collectively.  It was suggested that 
St Mary’s PCC should consider electing a reserve panel member. 
Revd Prof Richard Bonney (St G), Patrick Holligan (St M) and Ros Matthew (St M) 
were proposed as representatives of the parishes by Bob Rutland, seconded by Mary 
Britton and agreed unanimously on a show of hands by the members of St Mary’s 
PCC. 

  
5.  Advertisement: 

 It was suggested that an advertisement for the position should be placed with the 
Church Times (£1,100 for two insertions with the option of a third if required).  Printing 
of the Parish Profile by Soar Valley Press would take approximately one week and 
cost approximately £300 including the production of a PDF version.  It was proposed 
by Brian Small and seconded by Lorna Kirk that a budget of up to £2,000 should be 
allocated by St Mary’s for the advertising and printing and that a sub-group consisting 
of Patrick Holligan, David Stanyer and Simon Britton should produce the 
advertisement.  The proposals were agreed unanimously on a show of hands by the 
members of St Mary’s PCC. 

  
6.  The Area Dean closed the meeting with a prayer. 

 
 
 
 

Signed: Revd R Worsfold (by email) Date: 26th May 2016 

 


