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  St Mary Magdalen Church, Knighton 

 

  Sunday 9th May 2021 

6th Sunday of Easter 

                                        

Join us in prayer, worship and life together,  

this Sunday and through the week   

 

Collect  

God our redeemer, 

you have delivered us from the power of darkness 

and brought us into the kingdom of your Son: 

grant, that as by his death he has recalled us to life, 

so by his continual presence in us he may raise us 

 to eternal joy; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. 

Amen. 
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Sundays in May at St Mary’s  

Now that May is here we are restarting our regular  pattern of Sunday 

services, however, as you’ll appreciate, the covid restrictions are still   

having an impact on how we worship. Please be patient and kind to each 

other as we restart and inevitably there will be some ‘teething   troubles.’ 

Our first All Age service however will include a celebration of Holy    

Communion for all ages.  

 

Do also remind yourself of the precautions we have in place (see below), 

and in particular remember the need to keep social distancing both   

during our service and afterwards. Adrian 

 

First Sunday:   9am   Weekly Eucharist     

2nd May    10.30am All Age Worship & Communion 

 

Second Sunday:  9am  Weekly Eucharist (trad. language)       

9th May                     10.30am Sung Eucharist 

     

 

Third Sunday:  9am  Weekly Eucharist      

 16th May   10.30am Morning Worship 

 

Fourth Sunday:  9am  Weekly Eucharist (trad. language) 

 23rd May    10.30am Sung Eucharist      

 

Fifth Sunday:  9am  Weekly Eucharist 

30th May   10.30am Trinity Sunday Eucharist  

     

 

Please remember to phone the Church Office (0116 270 2705) to book 

your place at any service in the next two weeks. For the moment, all our 

services will follow these restrictions: 

 

 as you arrive please be ready to queue and maintain a distance of 2m 

from others; 
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 please wear a face covering all the time you are in the church;  

 

 you will be welcomed, asked to sanitise your hands, given a service 

sheet and directed to a seat  - please sit only in this place as we 

need to maintain distances and reduce movement; 

 

 we can only offer Communion ‘in one kind’, that is, the bread but not 

the wine. Rather than come to the altar rail you will be asked to make 

one line in front of the priest at the nave altar, spaced 2m apart, and 

then receive your wafer; 

 

  you should keep your face mask on until you have your wafer and then 

as you move away please consume the wafer moving your mask as 

little as possible; 

 

 the priest will take extra precautions through the service to ensure that 

the wafers are protected from possible contamination, and will wear 

a mask when social distancing is not possible; 

 

 after the service please keep your distance from others as you leave and 

do not linger in the building - sadly we can’t offer refreshments; 

 

 please leave your service sheets behind; 

 

 you will be asked to sanitise your hands as you leave; 

the toilets are available but please keep good hygiene standards;
 

 if you should feel unwell with any of the symptoms of  coronavirus in 

the two weeks following the service, as well as seeking medical      

advice, please leave a message at  the Parish Office so that we can 

inform others if need be. 
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Ascension Day worship - traditionally the church has met and shared 

Holy Communion to mark Ascension Day, 40 days after the resurrection, 

when Jesus rose up into heaven and disappeared from the sight of his 

earthly disciples. As our meeting together is still constrained by cleaning 

needs, this year we are offering a short, extra Virtual Worship for        

Ascension, that will be on the benefice Youtube channel early on    

Thursday, 13th. Do use it as a time for prayer and reflection at a time 

that is convenient for you. Adrian 

Christian Aid Week Service - to help us mark and support Christian 

Aid week our local service will be on Sunday 9th May, 6pm, at       

Christchurch, Clarendon Park Road. Everyone is welcome! Please wear a 

mask and respect social distancing as usual. 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Annual Meeting (APCM) – NEW DATE 23rd MAY 

Once again, many apologies that we had to postpone our Annual   

Meeting, originally planned for last Sunday, 25th April.  

Now we’re ready to try again! The new date is:  

Sunday 23rd May  at 11.30am 

 immediately following the second Eucharist. 

The most recent Church of England guidelines allow us, by this date, to 

have a ‘live’ meeting combined with a Zoom connection for those folk 

who would prefer to stay at home (see the invitation below). Sadly, this 

still won’t include everyone, but it is the best that we can do in the      
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circumstances and before the deadline for holding an Annual Meeting. 

Please book a place for the service and the meeting in the usual way 

with James in the Church Office (0116 270 2705). 

All of our papers for the meeting that have the original date on them are 

still applicable so we won’t send out any fresh paper copies, but if you 

would like some then, again, please do contact James.  

As before, if you have any questions that you know you would like to ask 

at the meeting then please do let me know in advance so that we can 

give you the fullest possible answer. 

We are still looking for a new member of the Church Council (PCC) who 

will serve for two years and act as one of our representatives to the 

Leicester gatherings of Church of England parishes (the City Deanery 

Synod, which meets three times a year) – if that could be you then please 

do speak to me before the meeting!  

Best wishes,  

Adrian  

Adrian Jones is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 

Topic: St Mary Magdalen APCM 

Time: May 23, 2021, 11:30 a.m. 

Join Zoom Meeting: 

https://leccofe.zoom.us/j/99731740618?

pwd=Tll6NEx2S3QrT2VkdFkyMm9tZGZRdz09 

Meeting ID: 997 3174 0618     Passcode: 057140  

 

For phone participation (at a local charge) dial 0330 088 5830 and when 

prompted enter the Meeting ID: 997 3174 0618 and Passcode: 057140. 

 

https://leccofe.zoom.us/j/99731740618?pwd=Tll6NEx2S3QrT2VkdFkyMm9tZGZRdz09
https://leccofe.zoom.us/j/99731740618?pwd=Tll6NEx2S3QrT2VkdFkyMm9tZGZRdz09
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Outdoor service 16th May 

Please note seating will be provided. To ensure we have enough safe 

seating space, please park any cars on the road on that Sunday morning 

rather than the drive in front of the church. Thank you. 
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Listening to God's Word 

Our Bible readings for Sunday 9th May are:  

 

Acts 10.44-end 

Gentiles Receive the Holy Spirit 
44 While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard 

the word. 45 The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were 

astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on 

the Gentiles, 46 for they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling 

God. Then Peter said, 47 ‘Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing 

these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?’ 48 So he 

ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invit-

ed him to stay for several days. 

 

John 15.9-17 
9 As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 10 If 

you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have 

kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. 11 I have said 

these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may 

be complete. 

12 ‘This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved 

you. 13 No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s 

friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command you. 15 I do not 

call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what 

the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made 

known to you everything that I have heard from my Father. 16 You did not 

choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, 

fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in 

my name. 17 I am giving you these commands so that you may love one 

another. 
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No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s 

friends… 

 

This week’s gospel reading are some of the most beautiful words we find 

in the gospels, ‘love one another’. Inspirational. They set an ideal for us 

all. Jesus words allude to his own literal laying down of his life for us, his 

friends, his disciples, those who follow him. However, they inform how 

we too should aim to live, if not literally dying for others, at least setting 

aside our own desires and wishes and putting others before ourselves. 

Making sacrifices. 

 

I wonder if like 13 million other members of the nation you have been 

gripped by Line of Duty and its finale last week? This intriguing drama 

set in a fictionalised West Midlands Anti Corruption police force, AC-12 

has become the BBC’s most popular drama running for nine years. I think 

what has partly made it so successful is its basic questioning of morality 

and sacrifice and what motivates decent people to become corrupt. The 

three main anti-corruption characters themselves have their own        

morality, faithfulness and integrity tested and challenged. Most of the  

series the spotlight of suspicion has focused on one of them as being the 

elusive mastermind codenamed ‘H’ pulling the strings of ‘bent coppers’ 

and organised crime. 

 

Sunday night’s final episode finally revealed the identity of ‘H’ (SPOILER 

ALERT). Fans were on the whole whole bitterly disappointed and angry 

with the writer, Jed Mercurio. ‘H’ had been responsible for untold     

numbers of deaths and ruined lives. Most seemed to expect some       

sinister genius mastermind exotic James Bond type villain. Instead, it was 

a familiar overlooked character, a mediocre work-shy dullard with a thick 

Brummie accent everyone assumed was too banal to be ‘H’ at the heart 

of organised crime and police corruption. 

 

Is not this way with evil and the unholy temptations of life? We may think 

adultery, gambling, drunkenness, drugs have some kind of exotic appeal. 

In reality being in the grip of a vice is often grubby and diminishing. 
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Mercurio’s Line of Duty makes claim that the root of corruption coming 

simply from having low standards and not caring about basic decency. 

However, ‘H’ does not have the final word. Despite their failings,        

Hastings, Kate and Steve show faithfulness and integrity in their loyalty 

to one another and their job. After nine years of witnessing trauma they 

are debriefed. Kate shares with her therapist ‘I don’t know how I would 

have coped without him. Steve has kept me going’. There is nothing  

sexual or exploitative about their relationship, just pure friendship 

against the odds. A holy truth apparent in sacrificial love.  

 

Few of us will literally be killed for our friends as Jesus was. I wonder 

what we have done which is sacrificial? Church currently is opening up. 

For new freedoms to be enjoyed by all, all have to compromise a little of 

their liberty-distancing, face-coverings, limiting contact. Even if             

individually we may not be personally at risk, we do it for one another. 

We set aside our entitlements for the wellbeing of our friends. Can we, 

against the odds, show love and lay down the fullness of our lives in   

loyalty to others and uphold a holy line of duty? 

 

Revd Matthew 
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Pop Up Deli & Celtic Meditation Return! 

 

Re-fresh the School Run Pop Up Deli and Celtic Morning Prayer re-

turns to St Mary's Outdoors for May. 

 

Each Wednesday 8.45-10am in May we will be serving    freshly 

roasted coffee with Hambleton bakery products. 

 

We will be blessing those on the school run and local     community. 

If you would like to help offer and share the hospitality and wel-

come, please contact Matthew. 

To encourage you….. “I can do all this through him who 

gives me strength” (Philippians 4.13)  

Life is offering us all challenges now. “Don’t try to ignore 

or avoid difficult situations, if you can. If you are faced 

with an adverse situation, take action in response. It can 

be helpful to face up to issues rather than detach yourself 

from them in the hope they will be resolved on their own.” 

Be determined to take action. 

(from “World of Difference” by Tearfund, the UK Christian  

charity that works with developing communities around 

the world). 
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Church Family News: Shirley Wills 

Shirley recently celebrated her 80th birthday                                        

and we would like to offer our best wishes and                                     

we hope that she was able to celebrate this                                          

wonderful occasion. Happy birthday Shirley!                                      

From all your friends at St Mary’s. 

 

 ---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Church Family News: Janet Aldridge 

Some of you will remember Janet, who was a church member for a long 

time, although not able to attend recently. She used to help and        

volunteer at the Day Club in the Parish Centre. Sadly, Janet passed away 

this week.  Please remember Janet and her family in your prayers. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 

 

James Gutteridge, our Parish Administrator, has been appointed by the 

Royal School of Church Music as Area Team Leader for Leicestershire. 

This means that James will lead a team of people to organise RSCM 

events for Leicestershire, including chorister exams, and festivals, and of 

other educational resources. 

The RSCM has been re-launched this year.                                               

A new and fresh start.  

If you’d like to find out more about the                                               

work of RSCM, please visit their website                                                  

at rscm.org.uk  

(or have a word with James) 
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Monday Midday Prayer on Zoom  

Every Monday 12 noon for up to 15 minutes. 

All Welcome 

+ 

Wednesday evening Compline on zoom 

Every Wednesday at 8.00pm 

All Welcome 

Same online joining details below for both: 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://leccofe.zoom.us/j/7467674408?

pwd=NHRQZ2F0Mmt5Wk5sd2NMc1JtREpaUT09 

 

Meeting ID: 746 767 4408 

Passcode: hope 

Or Phone In 0131 460 1196 United Kingdom  

Live Streaming Services 

As we begin to re-open St Mary's and St Guthlac's buildings for worship, 

we would like to trial live streaming as some people have requested.    

To participate and watch the service live, you will need a Facebook  

account. We have a step by step guide for how to set up a Facebook   

account currently available on St Mary's Website under Corona             

Virus Support 'Social Media-staying connected', or on request from 

Matthew. The live recording will be available on the website later that 

day. For Sunday 9th May, a livestream will be broadcast on St Mary's 

Facebook page for the 10.30 service and available later on the   

website www.stmarysknighton.co.uk. If successful, we hope to offer 

live streaming at St Guthlacs too. This will complement the in-person and 

pre-recorded services. 

http://www.stmarysknighton.co.uk
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Giving thanks for our vaccines in Leicester – and helping others 

around the world 

As more of us, our family, friends, and neighbours receive our Covid   

vaccine, we give thanks to God and are both joyful and relieved.       

However, I’m sure that you’ll have heard about the many poorer       

communities around the world that will only have very limited access to 

vaccines, despite being the hardest hit by Covid-19. These vulnerable 

communities also lack the basics they need to protect themselves, like 

clean water for handwashing. 

As a mark of appreciation for your own vaccination, why not help     

someone overseas in a high-risk, poorer community to get vaccine    

protection too?  

You can specifically support vaccination programmes overseas through 

Christian Aid (Leicester) at 

 https://giving.tapsimple.org/online/christian-aid/

leicestercag 

 

or through Unicef at 

https://www.unicef.org.uk/donate/coronavirus/ 

 

Thank you for your support.  
 

https://giving.tapsimple.org/online/christian-aid/leicestercag
https://giving.tapsimple.org/online/christian-aid/leicestercag
https://www.unicef.org.uk/donate/coronavirus/
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CLIMATE CHAOS 
 

 

 
 

Droughts are now more frequent and more intense due to the climate crisis. Millions of  
people in Kenya, are struggling to get enough food and water. 
 
Your gift could help a community build an earth dam, so when the rains do come, they 
will have the water they need to live. Every last drop of water is needed to survive 
the drought. 
 
Climate chaos is one of the greatest injustices we face. Together we can STOP this cli-
mate crisis. 
Every envelope. Every gift. Every challenge can change lives. 
 

This year St. Mary’s will not be organising a house-to-house envelope collection for 

Christian Aid Week. However, envelopes will be put out in church so that you can still 

support this very worthy charity. 

There are, of course, other ways that you can donate even if you are not able to attend 

church. 

If you go to the link below you can donate directly to the Christian Aid week website:                                                                     

  

https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/key-appeals/christian-aid-week 

Alternatively, you can do something a little different. This year Christian Aid are        

inviting people to:  

Walk 300,000 steps this May whilst getting fit and raising vital funds. 

 It’s simple: take 300,000 sponsored steps across the month of May to raise vital 
funds for communities battling the worst of this climate crisis.  

 Our steps challenge clocks in at just under 10,000 steps a day and you can do the 
challenge alone or with a team, supporting each other to reach your goal. Whether 
you decide to walk, jump, skip, hop or run your steps is completely up to you!   

 The next step is to join our 300,000 steps in May Facebook group. You’ll find lots of 
people who are also taking on the challenge, get access to top tips, a support    
network and lots of motivation.   

 If you’re not a Facebook user, don’t worry, you can still join in the fun using 
a JustGiving page to collect in your sponsorship, you’ll find a handy guide here.  

 Once you sign up through the form below, we will send you your very own Christian 
Aid t-shirt.      

 You can find our FAQs here, and if you need further support please get in touch 
at hello@christian-aid.org.  

 Challenge yourself and walk 300,000 steps in May for Christian Aid 
Thank you for stepping up and raising funds to support the world’s poorest people.  
 

Sign up today 

https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/key-appeals/christian-aid-week
https://www.facebook.com/groups/300000StepsInMay
https://www.justgiving.com/christianaid_
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/sites/default/files/2021-02/How%20to%20fundraise%20for%20Christian%20Aid%20using%20JustGiving.pdf
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals-key-appeals-christian-aid-week/events/christian-aid-week-challenge-yourself-faqs
mailto:hello@christian-aid.org
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Contact details:   

 Vicar: Adrian Jones       0116 270 4268 or 07584 954414 

 Email: adrian.jones@zoho.com (day off normally Friday) 

 Assistant Curate: Revd Matthew Gough  07754 961997 

 Email: revgough@gmail.com   (day off normally Friday) 

 Revd Aphro McCullough    0116 283 7887   

 Email: aphro.mccullough@btinternet.com 

 Revd Canon Dr Stephen Foster  07966 376905 

 Email: safpta6@gmail.com     

 Revd Janet Gasper      0116 288 9646 

 Email: janet.gasper@hotmail.co.uk   

 Churchwarden: Sian Howard   07932 557646  

 sian.howard@tiscali.co.uk       

 Parish Administrator: James Gutteridge  0116 270 2705                                                    

 Email: office@knightonparish.co.uk 

PLANNED GIVING SCHEME 

Regular giving is an integral part of our church life   supporting our day 

to day costs, ministry and mission.   A good way to achieve this is 

through a weekly envelope or a monthly bank standing order as part of 

our Planned Giving Scheme. Scheme  details can be obtained from Lorna 

Pollard, Planned Giving Scheme Secretary: telephone 01162704272 or   

email:   stmarysknighton.giving@gmail.com. If you are a taxpayer   and 

gift aid your giving, our church can claim an additional 25%.    

During the current Coronavirus pandemic please put aside your 

weekly offerings ready to bring to church when things return to 

something like normal.  The costs of the church are largely  

unchanged even though we cannot meet, so your regular giving is 

extremely important to our collective 'health' and 

the mission of God here.                                        
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Please pray….. "And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of    

prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on    

praying for all the Lord’s people. "  (Ephesians 6.18)    

 

Praying for the World: URGENT! Please Pray.... for India as the whole 

country struggles in the grip of a vicious wave of the Coronavirus          

pandemic. In particular pray for our partner diocese of Trichy- Tanjore, for 

it's people, medics, clergy and decision-makers. Pray for generosity in the 

more developed nations and for equipment, medicine and vaccines to be 

shared freely and easily.  

 

Praying for the Church: please pray for the response of Christians across 

all churches to Christian Aid Week. Pray that we might be generous in    

giving both time and money to support the cause of the world's poorest 

people. Pray that our lives will be changed beyond this one week, and 

come to reflect the generosity of God towards all of us. Pray for the work of 

Christian Aid and partners across the world.  

Praying for the Parish: Please pray for the peace and well-being of all 

those who live on Knighton Lane East, Pendlebury Drive, Larchwood Close, 

Chadderton Close, Dawson Way. 

Praying for those in need: 

We pray for all those who are unwell at the moment, whether in body. mind 

or spirit, and all those with troubling investigations and diagnoses.          

We especially pray for Keith Dewsbury, Anne Squires, Jason Griffin and 

Rex Wills. We pray for all those on our parish 'Continuing Prayer' list. May 

they know the power of God's healing love at work in their lives today. 

 

We give thanks for those who have been healed and restored. 

 

We remember those who have died recently and pray for their families and 

friends: Adrian Abrahams and Janet Aldridge 

 

We remember all those whose anniversaries fall at this time.  

Jesus said “Come to me, all you who are weary and carrying heavy burdens, 

and I will give you rest.” Matthew 11.28. 


