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B e n e f i c e  M a g a z i n e  

CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL IS OUTSTANDING SUCCESS 

 
 

t Mary’s church was packed with 
visitors, young and old, on  
Saturday and Sunday, 7 and 8 

December, for Knighton’s first ever 
Christmas Tree Festival.   

A conservative estimate indicated that 
1,500 people came to see over 60 
imaginatively decorated trees provided 
by a wide variety of local businesses, 
charities, schools and other 
organisations. 

 

£4,603 was raised, to be divided equally 
between the church spire appeal and  
the local Hope for Cancer charity. (Full 
report and more pictures, page 9). 

S 
Inside: Vicar’s letter, p2; The Bible 
speaks, p3; Questions, cake and 
compline, p4; Meet Katie Willis, p5; 
Faith Tucker, p6; Pioneering, p7; 
Christmas trees, p9; Reading, p14; 
Bazaar, p12; History, p15; Crib service, 
p17; Diary and Contacts, p20.  



KNIGHTON BENEFICE MAGAZINE 
 

 2 

Vicar’s letter  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friends, 

“What is a New Year’s Resolution? 
Something that goes in one year and out 
another!”  

ell it’s rather a corny joke but 
it does start us thinking 
about the value (or 

otherwise) of making New Year’s 
Resolutions. A report in the 
Independent newspaper suggested that 
12th January is the day when most 
people will give up on the resolutions 
made less than two weeks before – and 
failing motivation is the key factor. 
Working on your resolution together 
with other people, however, can 
increase the chances of sticking to your 
plan by nearly half.* 

As Christians, are we any more likely to 
stick to our New Year’s Resolutions? I 
don’t think so. Despite our good 
intentions and the positive, Godly 
nature (no doubt) of many of our 
resolutions, we see that the weaknesses 
of human psychology undermine us just 
like everyone else.  

The Church has often told Christians 
(and others too) to behave better, with 
the implication that if we only pulled 
our socks up, were more resolute or 
were really serious about matters, then 
we would be able to achieve a more 
holy life. This belief that we can and 
should strive for a holier, better life 
through or own efforts has in the past 
been used to justify the harsh treatment 
of others. It has also pushed some 
Christians into strange practices related 
to self-denial and even self-harm. 

This is not what God wants for us and it 
is not what the Bible teaches us. 

In St Paul’s letter to the Ephesians he 
writes “For it is by grace you have been 
saved, through faith—and this is not 
from yourselves, it is the gift of 
God— not by works, so that no one can 
boast.” (Ephesians 2.8-9) 

We cannot earn the favour of God or 
justify ourselves in his sight through a 
‘holy’ life. We cannot save or perfect 
ourselves through our own efforts – 
rather we need God’s help. Paul goes on 
to write that his prayer for the 
Ephesians is that “out of (God’s) glorious 
riches he may strengthen you with 
power through his Spirit in your inner 
being” . It is the work of the Holy Spirit 
in us that will truly change us.  

Paul adds that the key results of the 
work of God’s Spirit will be “that Christ 
may dwell in your hearts through faith” 
and that we will know the love of Christ 
in all its dimensions: “this love that 
surpasses knowledge—that you may be 
filled to the measure of all the fullness of 
God.”  (Ephesians 3.16-19) 

W 
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A changed life is possible – but at a truly 
deep and significant level only through 
the work of God’s Holy Spirit.  

Jesus told Nicodemus that he needed to 
be ‘born of the Spirit’ to find this new life 
(John 3). My prayer as we start 2020, is 
that this year we might discover this 
too; that inviting God himself to change 
us, through his Spirit, is the way to live 
as God wants, the way to ‘life in all it’s 
fullness’. (John 10.10) 

Yours in friendship 

Adrian 
 
* https://www.independent.co.uk/life-
style/quitters-day-new-years-
resolutions-give-up-fail-today-
a8155386.html 

 

The Bible Speaks Today 

any Christians over the 
centuries have found that the 
Bible speaks profoundly 

about their own lives, and that through 
it God guides and shapes us to live his 
way. With this conviction I’ll introduce a 
short Bible passage to you in each 
edition of the magazine this year, with a 
reflection on how it speaks to us today. 
This month the reflection is from the 
website “Pray as you go”, which offers 
Christian daily thoughts, music and 
prayers: www.pray-as-you-go.org   

Adrian Jones 

The First Letter of John, chapter 4, 
verses 7- 10  (1 John 4.7-10) 

7 Dear friends, let us love one 
another, for love comes from God. 
Everyone who loves has been born of 
God and knows God. 8 Whoever does 
not love does not know God, because 
God is love. 9 This is how God showed 
his love among us: He sent his one and 
only Son into the world that we might 
live through him. 10 This is love: not that 
we loved God, but that he loved us and 
sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for 
our sins. 

In this short passage, we hear what is 
probably the greatest single statement 
about God in the whole Bible: God is 
love. The greatest expression of God’s 
love was his sending of his Son into the 
world so that we might live through 
him. Think of the people you have met 
in the last few days or the people you 
are likely to meet today and tomorrow. 
How might God’s love be revealed 
through me? Through them? 

God is love - we are not being told 
something abstract. God is love tells us 
what God does. Love is an activity, not a 
quality. Saying that God is love suggests 
an active, engaging God, someone who 
wants to be in relationship with us – not 
a remote, “hands-off”, intellectual 
concept. God creates lovingly, God 
saves lovingly, God judges lovingly. Are 
there ways I can engage with God more 
openly? more actively? more lovingly? 

Love can be expressed in many ways. 
Love is made real in what we say and in 
what we do, and how we treat other 
people. Read the passage again. Notice 
how many times the root word “love” 

M 

https://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/quitters-day-new-years-resolutions-give-up-fail-today-a8155386.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/quitters-day-new-years-resolutions-give-up-fail-today-a8155386.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/quitters-day-new-years-resolutions-give-up-fail-today-a8155386.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/quitters-day-new-years-resolutions-give-up-fail-today-a8155386.html
http://www.pray-as-you-go.org/
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appears in different forms in these few 
verses. 

“This is love, not that we loved God but 
that he loved us and sent his Son” – it is 
God who takes the initiative, all we can 
do is try to respond. So at times when I 
feel weary and godless, remember it is 
God’s saving action, not my effort that 
really counts. How might I want to 
respond to the God of Love now?   

© 2020 Jesuits in Britain  

 

Questions, Cake and 
Compline 
 

ate on a Sunday afternoon in 
October, approximately 20 people 
from around the Benefice met in St 

Guthlac's to begin a series of quarterly 
discussion evenings. A few weeks earlier 
the PCC at St G's had invited questions 
from the churches and local community, 
that could be considered in friendly and 
open discussion.  These could be about 
aspects of the bible, of faith, or how the 
church had developed or was 
developing. Nine questions were 
submitted, and one was chosen to start 
the series. On arrival, we were 
welcomed, plied with tea or coffee, 
fuelled with cake (this being St G's, after 
all!), and sat expectantly at 3 
tables.  The question (circulated 
beforehand) addressed was:   
 
We live in an age of rapid technological 
changes. In the next 20 years, we will 
probably know if there is life on other 
planets; be able to gene edit against 

diseases, but also perhaps for "designer 
babies"; whilst desperately avoiding or 
perhaps ignoring global warming.  
 
Question: Is our scientific and 
technological advancement in support 
of, or a contradiction of our faith?  
 
Earnest and lively discussion ensued, 
with both commonality and diversity of 
opinion. Each table had someone noting 
the views expressed, and prompts for 
aspects to be considered, if needed 
(generally they weren't).   After 45mins 
or so, each table gave a brief report, and 
Rev Matthew valiantly prepared a 
summary on a flip chart. Generally, we 
welcomed scientific and technological 
advances, but found that they can be 
used for good or ill - that was up to 
mankind. Our faith certainly helps us to 
address the moral and ethical questions 
that arise, guiding us to use such 
advances for good. We completed the 
meeting with the short service of 
Compline led by our Reader, Fiona. She 
explained that the service of Compline 
is named from the Latin completorium 
meaning 'completion'; as it is a service 
of quietness and reflection at the end of 
the day. 

We left St G's feeling refreshed: in mind 
- glad to have tackled an interesting 
subject, in body - the tea and cake (!), 
and in spirit (the calming influence of 
Compline).  Come and join us next time 
we meet on 2nd February at 4.00pm at 
St Guthlac’s. Our aim is to consider 
questions related to ‘Faith and 
Politics’ in a way relevant to our faith, 
whilst hearing and understanding the 

L 
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views of others, in a companionable 
manner.  

Chris Bullough 

People 

Katie Willis 

atie Anne Hope Willis was born in 
March 1989 at Leicester General 
Hospital with an Atrioventricular 

Canal Defect – a serious congenital 
heart condition which allows mixing of 
blood from the left to the right side of 
the heart causing increased blood flow 
to the lungs and other potential 
complications. It is common in Down’s 
Syndrome. 

Her parents, Mark and Claire, were 
faced with the difficult decision, 
knowing that Katie had only a 50-50 
chance of survival. When Katie was only 
18 months old the decision was made to 
go ahead with the operation, which was 
carried out by paediatric heart surgeon, 
Mr Richard Firmin. 

I remember the morning well, as both 
Katie’s grandmothers spent the 
morning at St Mary’s church praying. 
Katie’s parents were married at St 
Mary’s and Katie was baptised there. 
After her operation – at the old Groby 
Road Hospital – Fr Chris Allen was to be 
seen pushing her pushchair round the 
hospital grounds. She had lots of other 
visitors and she continued to grow 
stronger.  

Katie attended Randles Nursery School 
in Wigston with her brother, Joseph and 
cousins Charlotte, Hannah an Jordan. 
She went on to Glenmere Primary and 

Junior schools, and then to Ellesmere 
College, a specialist school in Leicester.  

At Leicester College she studied for the 
City and Guilds in cooking – she makes a 
mean Victoria Sandwich – and was a 
prize-winner in a cake baking 
competition at Evington in 2011. 

Katie is an enthusiastic sportswoman. 

 

She is a regular at a netball club, and in 
2009 she took part in the Special 
Olympics National Games when they 
were held in Leicester. She has also 
been to Scotland with the Leicester Club 
for Special Olympics, winning several 
medals. 

Readers will know Katie as a server at St 
Mary’s for many years. She is also an 
enthusiastic artist, takes part in 
aerobics, and for the last two years has 
been going to Slimming World. Katie is 
conscious of the need to look after her 
heart, and has successfully lost 4.5 
stone. 

K 



KNIGHTON BENEFICE MAGAZINE 
 

 6 

On top of all this, Katie volunteers at 
Wigston Age UK, and is a fund-raising 
committee member for Marie Curie. 

Katie is now 30 years old, and 
celebrated her birthday last March with 
a party at Victoria Bowls Club for family 
and friends. 

Shirley Willis 
Very proud grandmother 

 

Music 
 

Faith Tucker in concert 
 

 

he people of St. Mary’s and their 
friends and neighbours were able 
to attend so many wonderful 

services during Advent and Christmas 
time, see more Christmas trees than 
you could throw a snowball at, and 
listen to some fantastic music by the 
choir and guest singers.   

Friday, 13th December proved anything 
but unlucky, as a wonderful young 
singer, the aptly named Faith Tucker, 
entertained an audience of 200 in the 
church.  Faith offered to sing for us after 
she used the church as the location for 

a video made for the TV programme, 
‘Songs of Praise’. 

 
Meeting the fans  

This amazingly talented teenager, just 
turned 19, wowed the judges on 
Britain’s Got Talent 2019.  David 
Walliams said “We have just witnessed 
a future global superstar”.  Well, so did 
we and the audience loved the variety 
of operatic favourites, mixed with more 
contemporary songs - so much so, that 
they gave Faith a standing ovation at the 
end and queued for signed photos!   

 
Standing ovation  

£2,319 was raised for the Spire Fund 
and this concert wouldn’t have 
happened without the fantastic 

T 
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organisational abilities of Aileen and 
John Orme, who even came home early 
from their holiday to be at the concert! 

Carolyn Oldershaw 
 

Knighton singers 

 
bout a year ago, the two choirs 
of St Mary's and St Guthlac's 
joined together for a short 

weekly rehearsal of regular Sunday 
repertoire.  

Then they were joined by 'friends' who 
then altogether rehearse more 
demanding music for occasional 
devotional services and concerts.  

We learn vocal and musical techniques, 
which are then applied to performing a 
compilation of Passiontide music, a 
Choral Evensong, a liturgical rendering 
of Faure' s Requiem and, most recently, 
two Carol Services.  

With up to 40 singers at any one time, 
and with very accomplished 
accompanists, the overall standard of 
singing and 'performance' has become 
really impressive and much 
appreciated.  

The 'MD' (!) works the choir very hard, 
but with much fun and humour, making 
rehearsals very enjoyable. 

We are always looking for enthusiastic 
singers of any voice and ability. 

We are beginning rehearsals for a 
March Concert of beautiful European 
music at St Guthlac's on 15th January. 
(Benefice Choir 1930hrs joined by 
friends at 2000hrs for just one hour.) 

If you would like to join us, you are most 
welcome.  

Simply come along on a Wednesday as 
above, or for more details please 
contact Stephen (safpta6@gmail.com). 

The singers work hard, enjoy the art and 
produce commendable results. 

Why not be a part of it? 

Stephen Foster 
 

Outreach 

What is Pioneering? 

hat do Progressive Rock 
Music in Coalville, Overdale 
Spinney and allotments in 

Market Harborough have in common? 
They all host Fresh Expressions of 
Church or FxC.  

Each fresh expression church seeks to 
be missional, reaching communities 
beyond the traditional church service of 
'inherited church'. FxC are led by one or 
several 'Pioneers' and meets at least 
monthly, is church for its members and 
is life changing in some way. The 
Diocese of Leicester has been a leading 
light in Fresh Expressions over the last 
five years, partnering with The Church 
Army investing in the growth of FxC 

A 

W 

mailto:safpta6@gmail.com
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(see https://www.youtube.com/watch
?v=Fsb9wrq24Xk).  

Fresh Expressions have proved 
themselves by engaging with people as 
regular worshipers who report that they 
would otherwise not come to Church. I 
see that FxC are essential to 
complementing existing parish 
congregations and can work well 
together to grow God's Kingdom with 
each having respective strengths.  

I was the Pioneer for Wigwam (Wigston 
with a Mission) for seven years and in 
that time we partnered with our local All 
Saints Parish Church, where they 
graciously lent us their building for 
events and we collaborated by 
providing a diverse and family oriented 

congregation when required, such as for 
24/7 prayer initiatives like Thy Kingdom 
Come 
(see https://www.youtube.com/watch
?v=v7Fq7qcjgp4&t=90s). 

I now work one day a week in my curacy 
for the Diocese's City Deanery to 
support Pioneer Initiatives. The new 
area which my work will focus on is 
helping Pioneering Missional Activity. 
This is where fledgling missional activity 
may be taking place but may not be a 
fully-fledged FxC. I see that we have 
several potential missional activities 
which could develop into Fresh 
Expressions - the Sunday Club at St 
Guthlac’s, the Pop Up Deli, The Sunday 
afternoon Questions and Compline.  

FxC and Pioneering is messy 
but exciting and demoralising 
at the same time. It requires 
dependency on God and 
holding in tension uncertainty 
about faith. I am convinced 
that FxC is vital for the health 
of the Parish system. It is not 
THE answer, but it is a means 
to show God's love in ways 
with people with a flexibility 
that a fluid transient society 
requires.  

Matthew 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
This may be a shameless piece of 
marketing by a well-known 
restaurant chain, but the Editor 
found it irresistible. Lucky Bishop 
Martyn. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fsb9wrq24Xk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fsb9wrq24Xk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v7Fq7qcjgp4&t=90s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v7Fq7qcjgp4&t=90s
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St Mary's Christmas Tree Festival 2019

fter a number of meetings, the 
agreement of our vicar, Adrian 
Jones, and the hard work and 

enthusiasm of the Christmas Tree 
Festival team, the weekend of 7th 
December 2019 finally arrived. 

The planning had been going on for 
many months.  

First: Should we have one? What was 
the aim? Who would arrange it? Who 
would come? 

Some answers were easy: 

Yes, of course we should. There was 
nothing similar in the immediate vicinity 
and St Mary's church is a great size to 
lend itself to such an event.  

The aim was to be community-focused, 
an event which would engage various 
groups in our diverse community and 
encourage people to come into our 

church building, and meet our church 
family. The first step into a church is 
often the hardest; if it is a social, 
welcoming event it is less formidable. 

Lastly it would be a fundraising activity, 
with monies divided between a local 
charity, HOPE Against Cancer and the 
church spire fund. 

 
Seasonal decorations were for sale 

I presented a written proposal outlining 
the idea to St Mary's Social Committee 
and was given the go ahead to try and 
organise one. 

Sue Bonnett and Ida Stanyer 
immediately said they wished to be 
involved. Sue to lead a refreshments 
team. Ida to lead on publicity. From this 
small beginning the teams grew with 
members expertise being utilised.  Co-
ordinating lists, vision regarding fabric 
draping and local contacts discussed as 
to who to approach to display a tree. 

One member of our team learned a new 
skill - pyrography. Much appreciated, 
Alison. 

A not so local school participated by 
supplying the beautiful woodcuts 
displayed on the pillars of the church 

A 
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over the Christmas period, and some of 
the smaller wooden baubles with 
names engraved. 

As in all things initial plans develop. A 
special thanks goes to Andrew 
Oldershaw who came to us with very 
practical suggestions. We did not follow 
them all, but most of them! 

 
The Laura Centre choir 

As the year progressed a Ward Fund 
Grant was applied for. I estimated 700 
people would attend, and we were 
pleased to receive a sum of money 
which allowed us to fund 2 banners, 
plus part payment of the design and 
distribution of a leaflet, part hire cost of 
the trestle tables, a Christmas tree and 
some decorations. 

Businesses, local schools, groups and 
individuals were all approached 
throughout the year, first to see if they 

were interested in displaying a tree, 
later in the year booking forms were 
distributed. Special thanks to Beverley 
Jarrom, who kept meticulous lists.  

 

Two social meetings were held which 
had a number of participants, under the 
guidance of Deb Martin, making paper 
trees. We had the added bonus of 
having our local community police also 
attend. Whilst we all ate cake, drank 
tea, and socialised we also received 
personal security information. 

Our new curate arrived during our 
planning phase. A big thank you to 
Matthew for agreeing to dress in such a 

Crowds at the Festival’s concluding carol service 
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flamboyant Christmas suit. All who saw 
it will always remember it. It was 
marvellous as an ice breaker for 
conversations. 

The set up for 
the CTF began 
on Tuesday 
3rd December 

following 
morning 

worship. A 
hive of activity 

commenced. 
Two pews 

were 
removed, 

temporarily, 
and trestles 
were placed, 

on top of foam pew protectors, in a pre-
planned pattern. 

Drapes were placed and tweaked, 
thanks to the indefatigable Sue 
Sansome and Alison Palmer.  On 
Wednesday the first of the trees 
arrived. 

This is 
where we 
found that 
a tree 
booked to 

be 
displayed 

does not 
necessarily 

fit the height description. Many four-
foot trees were taller than me (5ft 2" on 
a good day). 

A not insignificant amount of 
rearranging took place over the 
placement days. 

The weekend arrived, the doors opened 
and people arrived. With the addition of 
the Laura Centre Choir, who sang both 
days for 2 hours, a joyful atmosphere 
was tangible in our church. 

Children did a treasure hunt for "St 
Mary's lost sheep". A fantastic hand 
tree was "grown" over two days. 
Christmas cards were coloured in and 
taken home. The modern depiction of 

the Nativity scene was viewed and 
admired. Seasonal gifts and raffle 
tickets were bought. Light refreshments 
were consumed and enjoyed. 

Sunday morning services were 
conducted amongst 60 plus trees. My 
thanks to all, of both congregations, for 
their forbearance. It was then time to 
open our doors again. 

Sunday afternoon was just as busy as 
Saturday. In total the team counted 
over 1094 adults and 425 children who 
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joined us over 
the weekend. 
This number 
does not 
include the 
people who 
came to our 
"Carols among 
the trees" 
service. Over 
160 people 
came to a 
service which was led by Matthew 
Gough. I was surprised to be given a 
thank-you present at the service. A 

Christmas tree no less - it 
has pride of place at 
home. Thank you.  

My grateful thanks to all 
of the many un-named 
individuals who 
unstintingly gave their 
time, expertise and good 
humour to this 
undoubtedly successful 

event. Some, but not all are 
in the photograph. 

So shall we do another one next year? 

Sue Holligan

St Mary’s Christmas Bazaar 

n a very cold sunny, bright and dry day, St. Mary’s held their Christmas Bazaar 
in the Parish Centre. The stalls looked marvellous and extremely inviting. There 
was something of interest for everyone and to top it all, lovely hot bacon and 

sausage buns, delicious cakes and hot drinks. There was a queue waiting for the doors 
to open and as it was so chilly they were allowed in early!!  

Participants in the St Mary’s bazaar. A modest prize will be awarded for the best 
suggestion of a collective term for Christmas jumpers. Submissions to the Editor by 12 

February. 

The conversation was lively and the selling was brisk, and soon goods were being 
snapped up. It is thought that this was one of the best years and the total confirmed it 
- £2,181 for our spire appeal. A lot of hard work goes into this event, but it certainly is 
worthwhile. Thanks to everyone involved for a very happy event.  

O 

The CTF team 
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Books 

Recommended theological 
reading for a beginner 

everal several questions were 
submitted for discussion for the 
series of Cake and Compline at St 

Guthlac’s. These will all be addressed 
over the next 18 months. One of the 
questions asked for recommended 
theological reading for a beginner. In 
order to respond to this request 
members of the clergy team have 
offered their suggestions.  

Adrian said that he always found it 
easier to deal with theology when it 
comes in a story, so his 
recommendations are: 

Ragman and Other Cries of Faith 
(2003) Walter Wangerin, an 
American Lutheran Pastor, published 
by Zondervan. 

The Secret Flower: and other stories 
(2014) Jane Tyson Clement, a 
member of the Bruderhof community 
in New York State, published by 
Plough Publishing House. 

Stephen considers that both these 
books are good and give ideas in each 
section for further reading: 

Dictionary of Christian Theology 
(1969) Ed. Alan Richardson published 
by SCM- Canterbury Press. 

Principles of Christian Theology 
(1979) John McQuarrie published by 
SCM Press. 

Aphro suggests a book that was her 
starting point with theology as it 
provides a simple way into the topic. 

The Duffer’s Guide to Theology (1997) 
Josephine Laffin. Published by 
Marshall Pickering.  

Janet suggests three specific books for 
people with different levels of 
confidence. She also says that anything 
by Richard Rohr is good as he has a 
wonderful vision of the universality of 
God. 

Theology, A Very Short Introduction 
(2013) David Ford, published by OUP. 

Tokens of Trust: A Introduction to 
Christian Belief (2007) Rowan 
Williams published by Canterbury 
Press. Janet says the book has some 
lovely examples of Rowan William’s 
beliefs and why he believes. 

Faith Seeking Understanding: An 
Introduction to Christian Theology 
(2014) Daniel Migliore, published by 
Eerdmans. Janet says this is a more 
complex book for people who are 
more confident. 

Matthew also recommends a book by 
Richard Rohr and two others: 

Falling Upward: A Spirituality for the 
Two Halves of life (2011) Richard 
Rohr, published by John Wiley & 
Sons. Rohr offers a distinct and well-
developed understanding of a 
Universal Christ embracing 
protestant theology yet going beyond 
it which many have found incredibly 
liberating and challenging. 

S 
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Christian Theology: An Introduction 
(2016) Alister McGrath, published by 
Wiley-Blackwell. Matthews says that 
the book provides a very structured 
clear overview of the development of 
Christian thought with a focus on 
each of the main thinkers from the 
ancient church fathers to the present 
day. Each of the main areas of 
theological discourse are covered in 
depth eg Christology, Salvation etc 

What the Bible Really Teaches: A 
challenge for fundamentalists (2004) 
Keith Ward, published by SPCK.  

 

Our history 

St Guthlac’s 

What’s in a name? 

This short extract from Margaret 
Bonney’s history of St Guthlac’s is the 
first of several we hope to publish.  

ocal people were encouraged to 
submit suggestions to the Bishop 
for the name of South Knighton’s 

new church. St Guthlac was preferred 
over St Cuthbert, St Aidan and St 
Clement because, it was said, of the 
local association with the old county 
administrative division, the Hundred of 

Guthlaxton, in which Knighton lies, 
which also gave its name to the 
adjoining Rural Deanery.  

St Guthlac’s history is not particularly 
well-known, but he lived from about 
673 to 714, serving as a soldier in his late 
teens, but giving everything up in his 
early 20s to devote his life to God. He 
became a hermit, then entered the 
monastery at Repton, Derbyshire, for 
two years before going to Crowland in 
the Fens near Peterborough, where he 
built a small oratory and received many 
visits from pilgrims. A three-thonged 
whip is his emblem, used, it is said, in his 
attempt to drive away evil spirits. In the 
medieval period, a large church with 
adjacent monastery was constructed on 
this site at Crowland, and it is the 
‘mother church’ for the small collection 
of churches, mainly in the East 
Midlands, which are dedicated to this 
saint.  

Margaret Bonney 

 

• Margaret adds that very little 
documentation survives for the early 
years, and she would be glad to hear 
from anyone who has anything to 
add. 

 

  

L 
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Knighton Players Present 
 

The Sword In The Stone 
By Ian Jones 

 

 

 

Friday 27th March 7.30 pm 

Saturday 28th March 2.30 pm & 7.30 pm 

At Knighton Parish Centre, Church Lane, Knighton, LE2 3WG 

Tickets: Adult £7  Children £5 

Available from Tanya Willis & Jane Wright 

Or contact knightonplayers@ntlworld.com 

Profits in aid of MENPHYS 

(supporting Leicestershire children and young people with disabilities  

for 50 years) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:knightonplayers@ntlworld.com
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Crib Service 2019 

SURPRISE! 

e began, as usual, after half term in October. Forms came back slowly, and 
I thought we were going to have great difficulty in amassing a group of 
children and young 

people to stage the Crib Service this 
year. Gradually names came in 
and we had a small cast, big 
enough to cover the major parts! 
Then, bit by bit, new names 
came in right up to the day of the 
rehearsal. So eventually 
there was a cast of just over 20 
including narrators and readers for 
the prayers. It was a bit of a worry as 
we approached Christmas Eve 
to think the “host of angels” 
amounted to just 2!! But on the 
day there were 5, thanks partly to 
Alison and Adrian’s niece and 
nephew from South Africa. A long 
way to come to be in St Mary’s 
Crib Service. 

The rehearsal began as rather chaotic but the more we 
concentrated and worked at it the more it came together. 
Finally, with Michael Relph at the organ, we had a great 
final run through. 

On the day all was going well until “the surprise” was 
slightly late. Adrian stepped in and discussed with the 
assembled congregation the fact that the number 1 song 
for Christmas was about a - sausage roll. He was looking 
slightly worried at this point, as were the rest of us who 
were in on the surprise – but – there she was – the lovely 
Mabel. Mabel the donkey arrived just in time to walk 
round the church with Joseph and Mary and bring them 

finally to the stable where Jesus was born.  

Mabel then waited outside to be patted and loved after the performance celebrating 
the birth of Jesus had finished. She certainly was a “surprise” well worth waiting for. 

W 
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Special thanks must go to our narrators and the readers of prayers who had to keep an 
eye on what was going on the stage. Well done. Other “Thank Yous” to Margaret Roff, 
Ros Astles, Teresa Bowdrey and Matthew Gough who was able to initiate – for the very 
first time – the visit of Mabel the donkey.  

Mabel wanted to come back into church after everybody had gone home just to make 
sure she had met all the children and adults who were her adoring public. We hope 
she can come again next year, but, we are not promising anything! 

Thank you to all those in the congregation who helped to return the staging to the 
Parish Centre – it makes the evening so much easier with your help. 

Judi Stone 

 
From the Registers 

 
Marriage blessing 
 
21.12.19 Ben and Serena Castleman 

 
 
 
Funerals 
 
18.11.19 Alice Bayless 
17.12.19 A. Peter Smith 
 
Memorial Service 
 
07.11.19 Johnathan Young 
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Photo roundup 
 
Harvest  
 

 
Overdale Junior School Harvest 
Assembly with Rev Matthew Gough and 
Leicester South Foodbank. A generous 
tonne of donations was made by the 
children to help those across the City 
and South Leicester struggling to make 
ends meet. 
 
Youth Group 
 

 
Knighton Youth Group enjoy roasting 
their marshmallows after Matthew's 
burnt offerings at the annual autumn 
barbeque. Thank you to Julie, Tina and 
Angela for all your creative hard work in 
supporting the fortnightly group of 
about 20 teenagers which meets in the 
autumn and summer at St Guthlac’s. 
 

 

 

 

Pop-up Deli 

 

Adrian was one of the first to sample the 
delights of the experimental pop-up deli 
in St Mary’s on Wednesday mornings 
during November. About 20 people 
attended each day. 

 
Sing Christmas  
 

 
Over 40 people came from the local 
Christian Partnership and beyond, 
including St Mary's, St Guthlac’s, St 
Thomas More, Christ Church Clarendon 
Park and WigWam (Wigston with a 
Mission). We had a joyful Carol Service 
using Radio Leicester's Sing Christmas 
broadcast, with a bucket collection 
raising about £110 split between the 
Spire Fund and the local charity chosen 
by the Aberdale  - 20-20 Voice Cancer. 
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From the Editor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

elcome to this first edition of 
the magazine under the 
masthead of the Benefice. I 

hope it is reasonable to make the 
perennial appeal of editors the world 
over for more contributions. With what 
I hope is a wider readership, there 
should be more of you capable of 
lending a hand to the valiant efforts of 
the clergy and the small band of trusty 
regular lay contributors. The only 
criteria (apart of course from decency) 
are that articles should be of interest to 
our readership and relevant in the 
broadest sense to the work of our 
churches. 

I have chosen to continue the previous 
numbering of the volumes of the 
magazine, rather than start from 1 and 
disregard what seems to be a century of 
publication for the whole Knighton 
Anglican community.  

Adrian has kindly allowed me to use 
rather more colour in this issue than is 
usual. Future editions may seem rather 
more monochrome. My thanks also go 

to all contributors, to James for the 
production, and to those involved in 
distribution. 

Copy for the next edition should reach 
me by St David’s Day (that’s 1 March to 
the saesneg).  
 
Nigel 
www.stmaryknighton.magazine@gmai
l.com 
 

Diary 
 

2 February Sunday 4.00pm  
Questions, Cake & Compline: Faith & 
Politics, St Guthlac’s 
7 February Friday 10.15am  
Community Café, St Guthlac’s 
14 February Friday 1.30pm  
Memory Café, St Guthlac’s 
16 February Sunday 10.00am, 7.30pm 
Climate Emergency? What shall we do? 
(See p13) 
18 February Tuesday 7.00pm  
Tea & Talk: Film, Tea with Mussolini, St 
Guthlac’s 
26 February Wednesday 7.30pm  
Ash Wednesday Service, St Guthlac’s 
28 February Friday 11.00am 
Service of Prayers for Healing, with 
Holy Communion, St Mary’s 
4 March Wednesday 7.30pm 
Concert of sacred music, St Mary’s 
6 March Friday  
10.15am Community Café, St Guthlac’s 
2.00pm World Day of Prayer service, St 
Mary’s 
13 March Friday 1.30pm  
Memory Café, St Guthlac’s 
15 March Sunday 10.00am, 7.30pm 
Fake News or False Truths? (See p13) 

W 



JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2020 
 

 21 

17 March Tuesday 7.00pm 
Tea & Talk: A Taste of Buddhism, St 
Guthlac’s 
22 March Sunday 10am 
Mothering Sunday – Communion for 
all, St Mary’s 
27 March Friday 7.30pm  
28 March Saturday 2.30pm & 7.30pm 
Sword in the Stone: Knighton Players, 
Parish Centre 
3 April Friday 10.15am  
Community Café, St Guthlac’s 
5 April Sunday 10.00am 
Palm Sunday All Age Worship, St 
Mary’s 
9 April Thursday 7.30pm  
Maundy Thursday service, St Guthlac’s 

Maundy Thursday Communion, St 
Mary’s 
10 April Good Friday  
10.30am All Age Service, St Guthlac’s 
2.00pm Meditation, St Mary’s 
7.30pm Reflection, St Mary’s 
12 April Easter Day 
10.00am Celebration and Sung 
Eucharist, St Mary’s 
Open Church, St Mary’s 
17 April Friday 1.30pm  
Memory Café, St Guthlac’s  
18 April Saturday 
Musicathon, St Mary’s 
21 April Tuesday 7.00pm  
Tea & Talk, St Guthlac’s 

 

 

Contacts and Who’s Who  

Benefice Ministry Team 
Vicar 
Revd Adrian Jones 
(day off normally Friday) 

 
0116 270 4268 
or 07584 
954414 
 

 
adrian.jones@zoho.com 

Assistant Curate 
Revd Matthew Gough  
(day off normally Friday) 
 

 
07754 961997 

 
Revgough@gmail.com 

Revd Aphro McCullough 0116 283 7887 aphro.mccullough@btinternet.c
om 

Revd Canon Dr Stephen Foster 07966 376905 safpta6@gmail.com 

Revd Janet Gasper 0116 288 9646 janet.gasper@hotmail.co.uk 

Reader 
Fiona Wingate 

 
07515 752954 

 
Fiona.wingate@talktalk.net 
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St. Guthlac’s 
 
Church Wardens 
David Hunt, Tina Jarvis 
churchwardens@stguthlac-
knighton.co.uk 
Parish Administrator 
Jane Wright 
administrator@stguthlac-
knighton.co.uk 
Deanery Synod  
Fiona Wingate 
PCC Secretary 
Lesley Meakin 
PCC Treasurer 
David Hunt 
Sacristan  
Steve Bowyer 
Parochial Church Council 
The Vicar, the Associate Priest, the 
Church Wardens, the PCC Secretary, 
the PCC Treasurer, The Deanery Synod 
representative; and Steve Bowyer, 
Chris Bullough, Yolanda Courtney, Jean 
Gabbar, Peter Lakin, Brenda Lee, Ann 
Swanson, Jane Wright 
Children and Vulnerable Adults 
Advocate  
Tina Jarvis  
Child Protection/Safeguarding Adults 
Co-ordinator 
Anne Hunt  
safeguarding@stguthlac-
knighton.co.uk 
Diocesan Safeguarding Officer  
Rachael Spiers 
0116 2616341  
rachael.spiers@leccofe.org 
Planned Giving Scheme 
David Hunt 
Electoral Roll 
Jane Wright 

Flower Rota    
Cheryl Brewer 
Church Group    
Lesley Meakin 
Youth Group    
Tina Jarvis 
Knighton Players   
David Hunt 
Memory Cafe    
Tina Jarvis 
Community Cafe   
Lesley Meakin 
Tea and Talk     
Tina Jarvis 
Organ studentship co-ordinator 
Yolanda Courtney 
Holbrook Hall Caretakers & bookings 
Mark & Steph  
07525 000 511 

St Mary’s 

Church Warden  
Rosalind Matthew  
07531 505 637  
Parish Administrator 
James Gutteridge 
0116 270 2705 
office@knightonparish.co.uk  
Deanery Synod  
Bob Rutland  
David Stanyer  
PCC Secretary  
Nigel Siesage 
07910 850 198 
PCC Treasurer 
David Stanyer 
0116 291 4625 
Sacristan 
David Ardley 
0116 221 9604 
Parochial Church Council 
The Vicar, the Curate, the Church 

mailto:churchwardens@stguthlac-knighton.co.uk
mailto:churchwardens@stguthlac-knighton.co.uk
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Wardens, the PCC Secretary, the 
PCC Treasurer, The Deanery Synod 
representatives; and Angelica 
Amoroso, Mary Britton, Sian Howard, 
Michael Kirk, Andrew Oldershaw, Anne 
Squires and Tanya Willis  
Children and Vulnerable Persons 
Advocate 
John Astles 
07976 391 558  
Child Protection/Safeguarding Adults 
Co-ordinator 
Cora Paul 
0116 367 8954  
Bell Ringers  
Jane Salt 
0116 270 6293 
Planned Giving Scheme  
Lorna Pollard 
0116 270 4272  
Envelope Secretary  
Helen Long 
0116 270 7781  
Electoral Roll 
Eileen McKellican 
0116 270 0714 
Flower Guild 
Deborah Martin 
0116 270 7525  
Magazine Editor 
Nigel Siesage 
07910 850 198 
stmaryknighton.magazine@gmail.com 
Magazine Distribution 
Bernard Stone 
0116 288 1306 
Thursday Morning Club  
Mavis Mason 
0116 229 5760  
Mothers’ Union 
Anne Squires 
0116 210 2504 

Social Committee 
Cora Paul 
0116 367 8954  
Instrumentalists  
Beverley Jarrom 
0116 212 8331 
Sunday Club 
Judi Stone 
0116 288 1306  
Rainbows 
Gill Gates 
0116 220 3643  
Beavers, Cubs and Scouts  
Sue Parsley (Co-ordinator)  
0116 271 6071 
Brownies (Monday)  
Megan Thomas  
07732 042 216  
Brownies (Wednesday)  
Gill Gates 
0116 220 3643 
Guides (Monday) 
Anne Hunt 
0116 271 6991 
Guides (Wednesday) 
Gill Gates 
0116 220 3643 
Caretakers & Bookings 
Mark & Steph 
07525 000 511 
 

 

 

  
The Benefice Magazine.  

Articles do not represent the 
opinions of the Parochial Church 
Council of either church. 
Typographical and other errors (and 
the occasional omission) are the 
Editor’s responsibility. The closing 
date for copy for the next issue is 1 
March 2020. 
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How you can help 

 

 
 
 

I would like to help save the spire of St 
Mary Magdalen, Knighton by making a 
gift to the InSpired fund. 
 

I wish to give the sum of  
  
 
 I have paid online via the parish website: 

www.stmarysknighton.co.uk 
(This also provides for Gift Aid). 
 

 I am paying by BACS direct to Knighton 
Parochial Church Council 
Sort code: 20-49-17   
A/c no: 80264997  
Give reference: Spire fund (Complete and 
return the form opposite if you want to 
add Gift Aid). 
 

 I enclose a cheque made payable to 
Knighton PCC, marked on the back ‘Spire 
fund’. Send to address below left. 
(Complete and return the form opposite 
if you want to add Gift Aid). 
 

Cash donations are also welcome. Please 
use the blue envelopes marked Spire Fund in 
church or collections at special events. 

 
You can boost your donation by 25p of Gift 
Aid for every £1 you give. St Mary’s is a 
charity (Knighton PCC, Charity no 1130923) 
and we can reclaim Gift Aid on the tax you 
pay for the current tax year. Please 
complete the form on the left. (If giving 
online, this process can be completed 
there).  

 
 
 

£ 

Gift Aid Declaration 

I want to Gift Aid my donation of         
£__________  to Knighton PCC 
(Charity no. 1130923). I am a UK 
taxpayer and understand that if I 
pay less Income Tax and/or Capital 
Gains Tax in the current tax year 
than the amount of Gift Aid 
claimed on all my donations, it is 
my responsibility to pay any 
difference. 

Full name:  

Address: 

 
Postcode: 

Signature: 

Date: 

 
Return to Administrator, Knighton 
Parish Office, Parish Centre, 
Church Lane, Leicester LE2 3WG. 
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