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Sunday 14th June 2020 

First Sunday after Trinity    

                                        

Join us in prayer this Sunday   

and through the week 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             

 

 

 

 

 

After the Day of Pentecost the first Christians                                                      

began living as the first church: 

  

“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to 

the breaking of bread and to prayer.  Everyone was filled with awe at the 

many wonders and signs performed by the  apostles. All the believers 

were together and had everything in common. They sold property and 

possessions to give to anyone who had need. Every day they continued 

to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes 

and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying 

the favour of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily 

those who were being saved.”  (Acts 2. 47-49) 

 



How do we live as the Church now?  
 

‘They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching  …….” 
 

Last week I introduced my recent wonderings in the light of our    

coronavirus experiences…. wonderings about what specifically the 

church is here for and what we should be doing. As we are (still) a 

church without a building to use, what can we learn about what is key 

to our life together? What shape should the church begin to take after 

the lockdown?   

I suggested that a helpful starting point might be the very first 

church, formed among the first believers in Jerusalem after the Day of 

Pentecost.  In chapter two of the Book of Acts, Luke writes that         

together they practised what some have called ten ‘Holy Habits’ -  a 

way of life that reflected their Christian faith and put into action the 

same love for others that Jesus demonstrated in his life, teachings , 

death and resurrection.  

According to Luke the first of these ‘Holy Habits’ was  a commitment 

to learning more about God’s good purposes for the world :  ‘They 

devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching  …….”  The early      

chapters of Acts show us that this ‘apostles teaching’ began with a 

proclamation of the resurrection of Jesus and then showed how his 

death and new life had always been part of God’s rescue plan for the 

human race, as revealed to us through the Hebrew Scriptures that we 

call the Old Testament. The apostles then went on to teach the         

believers about the direct implications of this for their daily lives, and 

in particular their relationships with each other and then those       

outside the church.  This further teaching was eventually recorded for 

us in the New Testament. So ‘the apostles teaching’ is everything our 

Christian Bible has to tell us. 

 

The other significant words are “they devoted themselves”. We        

develop a Holy Habit of ‘devoting ourselves to the apostles’ teaching’ 

by paying loving attention to the whole of the Bible, wrestling even 

with the parts we do not like or find difficult. We listen, read, reflect 

and respond. We pray and put it into action. We deliberately practise 



all that until it becomes completely instinctive.  

In our time we have a huge advantage over the first church  -  Bibles are 

readily available, and  there are books, recordings and many internet    

resources to help us devote ourselves to Biblical teaching.  However,  we 

also have a huge disadvantage too. As a society and as a church we have 

become more distant and more disconnected from each other. Whereas 

the first believers learnt together, our tendency is to keep things private 

and individual.  

The Bible was written to share  - to  read together, so that it prompts us 

to tell our own stories, to give our reflections and insights, to shape our 

lives as a community and not just as distant individuals. So as we begin 

the difficult stage of moving out of lockdown and into a world shaped by 

coronavirus, as the church we need to find new ways  to read and share 

the Bible  together.; Sunday sermons  won’t be enough.  

As a beginning, can I invite you to join an online group in our benefice?

We will  take seven sessions together to look at the seven big themes of 

the Gospel of Mark—there are film clips and questions to consider before 

we meet and then plenty of time to discuss. The group is called 

‘Christianity Explored’ and we’ll ‘meet’ by using Zoom on Tuesday       

evenings.  It would be great to have lots of people joining in—do please 

let me know if you can and then we’ll set up our start date and send out 

more details. 

In the meantime, keep safe and stay well. 

Adrian 



When will our churches be re-opening?   
 

No doubt you will have heard in the news this week that churches and 

other places of worship have been given permission to open for private 

prayer and for funerals from 15th June —when all safety and hygiene 

precautions can be put in place.   Whilst this is very welcome news,  the 

proviso to these changes is extremely important. 

 

Every  Vicar and PCC are being asked to carry out a careful Risk Assess-

ment of their church building and of the congregation’s capacity to put in 

place the social distancing and cleaning measures that will be necessary.  

As I write, on Friday, we are expecting guidance from the Church of Eng-

land that will clarify aspects of these precautions, in particular the need 

to have people in church to ‘supervise’ at all times when the building is 

open.   

 

Our priority of course, has to be ensuring that the risk of transmitting the 

virus is reduced to an absolute minimum, and that those who are more 

vulnerable are protected.  As an example, those who are aged 70 or over 

and those with any underlying health condition, or who are living with 

others in these groups, will not be able to join in the cleaning effort      

required after opening.  Another necessary precaution will be to record 

who visits each time, so that if a case of coronavirus is reported then all 

contacts can be traced. 

 

I hope you can begin to see that, although it sounds simple to  open our 

doors to those who want to pray, the process is not at all straightforward 

and needs to be carried out with care and attention to detail.  Funerals  

in church will require other, extra  precautions.  All of this means it is    

important for the PCC to have a full discussion based on a careful Risk 

Assessment, before any decision is made.  

 

Here at St Mary’s  we will begin our Risk Assessment when we have the 

promised guidance. The PCC will then meet, perhaps next week, with a 

view to considering what would be necessary to do in order to safely 

open the building.  I will continue to stress that we must only open when 



we can ensure adequate safety precautions are in place  — even if this 

means taking more time. If we cannot guarantee  that we will meet all 

safety requirements then we  will not be able to open the building.  This 

outcome would be extremely disappointing, but we must not            

compromise on anyone’s safety, particularly those who are more at 

risk from the effects of the virus.  

 

I will of course keep you updated on the progress of our Risk Assessment 

and PCC discussions, but in the meantime please do let me know (by 

email, phone or letter) if you have  views or ideas that would help us in 

this process. In particular I would welcome offers of help with cleaning or 

supervising open sessions in the church building, from anyone who is not 

in a vulnerable group. Without volunteers it seems unlikely that opening 

the building is realistic.  

 

Do pray for our PCC and Ministry Team as we try to find the best way 

ahead. 

 Adrian 

 

Help needed!  During the lockdown the patch of grass outside of the 

Parish centre has grown, not surprisingly… it now needs a good tidy up 

from a wiling volunteer. You could plug in a strimmer or mower in the 

Parish office if you have a long cable. If you can help please let Adrian 

know. 

 

Keeping in touch and sharing worship together remotely. 
 

On-line worship Each Sunday  we aim to have a short recorded, reflective 

act of worship by members of St Mary’s   congregation on both the   

website and our Facebook page—do  have a look and join in worship    

together.  

Wednesday Compline (Night Prayer) -  Each week we are meeting    

virtually for Compline at 8pm on Wednesday. It has proven to be a  

meaningful way to have fellowship and prayer together as well as being 

quite good fun, especially as we find our feet with the technology and 

with more people joining us every week. 



You can join by just phoning up and inputting the code or using 'Zoom'                             

online. It has been democratic with several voices joining in with a line                                       

of liturgy each. If you would like to participate with a speaking part,                                      

please do contact Matthew by 4pm on Wednesday. 

To join by phone only, call this number  0131 460 1196 and when  

prompted input Meeting ID: 746 767 4408  

To join by Zoom on the internet, go to this address and click ’Open 

Zoom’   https://leccofe.zoom.us/j/7467674408 

 

Please join our regular online  Coffee Morning on Thursdays, any-

time between 10am and 11am.  

 

To join by phone only call this number  0131 460 1196  and when 

prompted input    Meeting ID:  997  6372 8548 
To join by Zoom on the internet go to this address and click ‘Open 
Zoom’   https://leccofe.zoom.us/j/99763728548 

 

Listening to God's Word 

Our Bible readings for this Sunday are:  Exodus 19.2-8a  and Matthew 

9.35-10.8 

The workers are few—Jesus sends out the Twelve 

35 Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their         

synagogues, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and healing 

every disease and illness. 36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion 

on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a 

shepherd. 37 Then he said to his disciples, ‘The harvest is plentiful but the 

workers are few. 38 Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out 

workers into his harvest field.’ 

10 Jesus called his twelve disciples to him and gave them authority to 

drive out impure spirits and to heal every disease and illness. 

https://leccofe.zoom.us/j/7467674408
https://leccofe.zoom.us/j/7467674408


2 These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon (who is called 

Peter) and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his brother 

John; 3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; 

James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the Zealot and Judas    

Iscariot, who betrayed him. 

5 These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: ‘Do not go 

among the Gentiles or enter any town of the Samaritans. 6 Go rather to 

the lost sheep of Israel. 7 As you go, proclaim this message: “The       

kingdom of heaven has come near.” 8 Heal those who are ill, raise the 

dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, drive out demons. Freely you have 

received; freely give. 

 

Reflection: the Revd Canon Dr Stephen Foster 

'These are the names of the 12 Apostles...' 

I find Jesus' choosing of the 12 Apostles to be fascinating, especially    

because of both who he chooses, and how he chooses. To address the 

latter point first, according to this text from Matthew, Jesus' own ministry 

is centred on first of all...then in v 37-8 a more general sort of discipleship 

is mentioned, and then the one and only time the Greek word 'Apostoloi' 

appears in the Gospel, refers to the 12 who are almost immediately 'sent 

out'.  By contrast, in Mark, the 12 are chosen and then Jesus goes home! 

(3:20)  In Luke the sending occurs quite a while after the choosing. (9:1-6) 

Here, as already mentioned, in Matthew, choosing and sending is all of 

one piece, because 'the harvest is ready and labourers are few' .          

Furthermore, Matthew describes the Apostles as being sent to 'mirror  

image' the ministry of Jesus himself in both word and deed... a tall order 

indeed! 

Well, what about these twelve Apostles? A motley crew to be sure. One 

denys, one betrays, two of the inner ring of three decide to make the 

most of a seniority pecking order and another, Simon, is a zealot, a      

nationalistic  revolutionary who would have had no problem with sticking 

a knife into the back of any passing Roman soldier! 

In today's Church, the Lord still calls out 'Apostles' who are sent at       



various times and in various ways into today's harvest. As an ex Director 

of Ordinands and National Academic Selector I was utterly humbled by 

the vast array of candidates who felt themselves called to the ordained     

ministry or licensed lay ministry. My role was to help the Church discern 

and receive what was the 'intended' calling for each. Never easy, and 

sometimes I realised I had got it very wrong. To get alongside this person 

growing into the image of Christ and walking with them into their own 

futures feels as daunting now as it did then.  

But the Lord does 'call', and the Lord does 'send'. Part of the mission of 

the Church is to discern 'who' and 'how'... and eventually 'where'! 

So, as we approach what in any normal year would be the time for great 

services of Ordination in Cathedrals up and down the land, what better 

time for each of us to consider our own 'calling', and the calling of those 

who we know. Of course, we are all called to be disciples or followers of 

our Lord, and that in itself is a wonderful vocation. But what about a    

further call, a call to ministry, lay or ordained?  

In my own case, I was ordained very young indeed, after wrestling with 

this call to priesthood amidst much singing and academia...'priesthood' 

which was actually the last thing I myself wanted to be and to do. But the 

'nag' remained. So at 19, I was selected with no preliminaries required. 

The next five years were about finishing off one degree, doing another, 

teaching other Ordinands, singing professionally and being a monk! At 

24, whilst keeping my toes in much of the above, actually being ordained 

and enjoying being a priest on a huge council estate, by comparison 

seemed quite a relief! 

Forty two years later, I feel as called as I did so long ago, for which I am 

very, very thankful.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Thank you for caring at home and in our community” : this is 

the message of appreciation that,  as St Mary’s and St Guthlac’s        

churches,  we want to send loud and clear to the staff of our  local care 

homes and to all those carers who have been supporting clients, friends 

and relatives in their own homes during the pandemic. We are                      

particularly conscious that we have at least nine care homes in our                  

benefice, and that the staff will have been under extraordinary strain and 

pressure over the last two months—often, it seems, unappreciated by 

those who make key decisions, and perhaps also by ourselves, until now. 

To express our appreciation to these care home workers we are aiming 

to give a gift to as many as possible—probably a gift token to be            

redeemed when times are easier and leisure seems possible again. We 

have a  generous grant from our Ward Councillors to start things off, but 

if each gift is really to convey true appreciation then we want to add to it       

substantially through our own generosity.  LATEST TOTAL raised is 

£1,400—many thanks to everyone who has contributed so gener-

ously! 

Please do make a contribution to our Carers Fund to show your           

appreciation. We are collecting money through the St Guthlac’s bank   

account, so please make a cheque payable to ‘St Guthlacs PCC’ (no cash 

please) . Alternatively you can pay by Direct Transfer:  

  Sort code 20-49-08   

 account  53861341   

 Reference "Carers" 

You can send a donation by post or drop your envelope through the 

door of 62 Elms Road (Matthew), 5 Church Lane (Adrian) or the St Mary’s 

Parish Centre, Church Lane (but not at St Guthlac’s Church please!). 

Thank you, in anticipation, for helping us thank our care staff. 

Adrian 



InSPIREd 

The campaign to save our spire 

UPDATE and GOOD NEWS! 

Thanks to the generosity and fund-raising efforts of 

so many people in the St Mary’s and the wider  

benefice community, by the end of May we had 

raised £40,489 towards the cost of repairing the 

spire. This means that we have achieved our initial 

target, despite the very unusual circumstances, in 

only about 8 months! This certainly exceeds our  

expectations - but we cannot rest on our laurels.  

Our plans have been based on the assumption of substantial contribu-

tions from charitable trusts and foundations. Applications have been sub-

mitted, but their success is not guaranteed, particularly in these very un-

certain times, So if you have been meaning to donate but just haven’t got 

round to it, please give now. Details are on the St Mary’s website,.   

We look forward to emerging from the lockdown hibernation so that we 

can resume our programme of social and fund-raising events. 

Best wishes and thanks, 

Nigel Siesage, Chair of the Appeal Group 

Adrian Jones, Vicar 

 



St, Mary's Away Day : Having 

been in contact with the     

Warden at The Stable House it 

has been decided it would be 

advisable to cancel the        

Quiet Day Away planned 

for September 26th. We have 

however booked another date, 

Saturday May 8th. 2021.  

We hope that you will be able 

to join us then.—do put the 

date in your diary for 2021! 

Thank you. Doreen White. 

A simple prayer to bring to God at this time: 

 

Father God, we thank you for the gift of relationship and community. 

We pray that this crisis will bring people together, not drive them apart. 

To those of us who are anxious, grant peace.  

To those of us who are sick, grant healing.  

To those of us caring for others, grant strength.  

To those of us who are lonely, grant comfort.  

To those of us who are not lonely, grant us to see those who are, and 

help us to reach out to them in whatever ways we can.  

We pray that this crisis will bring about renewed trust in your goodness. 

In Jesus’ name we pray.  

Amen. 

 

(adapted from a prayer from Tearfund) 

 



“Accommodation wanted:  Hilary is an ordained  C of E minister but  

currently without a parish. She is urgently looking to rent or buy a two 

bedroom house in this part of the city. If you know of anything that 

might be suitable please get in touch with Adrian. 

Church Family News:  

Sad news: Last week we reported the sad news that our friend Veronica 

Small had died.  We now know that veronica’s funeral will be on Friday 

19th June, with a memorial service at a future time at St Mary’s.  Brian 

and family are extremely grateful for all the cards and good wishes they 

have received.     

 

Apologies for the typographical error last week which resulted in the 

Collect being printed twice.  

Happy Birthday! Many happy returns to Keith Dewsbury who was 90 

years young on Saturday, 13th, and to Margaret Young who recently 

turned 80. Congratulations to both of you! 

 

BENEFICE MAGAZINE : from the Editor, Nigel Siesage 

 

The next issue of the magazine will be published in early July. Please sub-

mit any items for inclusion by Tuesday 30 June 

to stmaryknighton.magazine@gmail.com. Please share your thoughts 

about anything of relevant to our Benefice community - including your 

reflections on and experiences of lockdown. 

 

As many readers will be aware, I had hoped to organise a Knighton Open 

Gardens event for the spire appeal this summer. As that is clearly impos-

sible, I would like to let people into our gardens through a photo feature 

in the magazine. Please send me photos of your summer gardens, with 

or without yourselves in the picture. 

 

NS 

mailto:stmaryknighton.magazine@gmail.com


Contact details:   

 Vicar: Adrian Jones     0116 270 4268 or 07584 954414 

 Email: adrian.jones@zoho.com (day off normally Friday) 

 Assistant Curate: Revd Matthew Gough  07754 961997 

 Email: revgough@gmail.com   (day off normally Friday) 

 Revd Aphro McCullough:     0116 283 7887   

 Email: aphro.mccullough@btinternet.com 

 Revd Canon Dr Stephen Foster 

 Email: safpta6@gmail.com    07966 376905 

 Revd Janet Gasper 

 Email: janet.gasper@hotmail.co.uk  0116 288 9646 

 Reader: Fiona Wingate 

 Email: Fiona.wingate@talktalk.net  07515 752954 

 Churchwarden: Rosalind Matthew  

 

 Parish Administrator: James Gutteridge 0116 270 2705 

 Email: office@knightonparish.co.uk 
 

The Parish Office is currently closed to the public.  

 

PLANNED GIVING SCHEME 

Regular giving is an integral part of our church life   supporting our day 

to day costs, ministry and mission.   A good way to achieve this is 

through a  weekly envelope or a monthly bank standing order as part of 

our Planned Giving Scheme. Scheme  details can be obtained from Lorna 

Pollard, Planned Giving Scheme  Secretary: telephone 0116 2704272 or   

e mail:  stmarysknighton.giving@gmail.com. If you are a taxpayer   and 

gift aid your giving, our church can claim an additional 25%.    

 

During the current Coronavirus pandemic please put aside your 

weekly offerings ready to bring to church when things return to 

something like normal.  The costs of the church are largely             

unchanged even though we cannot meet, so your regular giving is 

extremely important to our collective 'health' and the mission of 

God here.                                        

 



Please pray….. "Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all  

circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus."              

( 1 Thessalonians 5.16-18) 

We pray for all those who are unwell at the moment, whether in body. 

mind or spirit, and all those with troubling investigations and diagnoses.  

Please do continue to pray for Ed Groves and all his family. 

 

We pray for all those on our parish 'Continuing Prayer' list.  May they 

know the power of God's healing love at work in their lives today. 

 

We give thanks for those who have been healed and restored. 

 

We remember those who have died recently and pray for their families 

and friends:   Pam Whinnett, Brian Pinder., Bill Webster, Veronica 

Small. 

 

Jesus said “Come to me, all you who are weary and carrying heavy      

burdens, and I will give you rest.” Matthew 11.28. 

Collect 

O God, 

the strength of all those who put their trust in you, 

mercifully accept our prayers 

and, because through the weakness of our mortal nature 

we can do no good thing without you, 

grant us the help of your grace, 

that in the keeping of your commandments 

we may please you both in will and deed; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 


