
    St Mary Magdalen Church, Knighton 

 

           Sunday 24th May 2020 

                Sunday after Ascension   

                                        

    Join us in prayer this Sunday   

         and through the week 
 

 

Collect 
 

O God the King of glory, 

you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ 

with great triumph to your kingdom in heaven: 

we beseech you, leave us not comfortless, 

but send your Holy Spirit to strengthen us 

and exalt us to the place where our Saviour Christ is gone before, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

Post Communion 

Eternal God, giver of love and power, 

your Son Jesus Christ has sent us into all the world 

to preach the gospel of his kingdom: 

confirm us in this mission, 

and help us to live the good news we proclaim; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 



Healing in Tough Times 

“Jesus lifted up his hands and blessed them. While he was blessing 

them, he left them and was taken up into heaven. Then they                     

worshipped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy.” (Luke 

24.50-52) 

During these tough times we have been focussed on stories of sick-

ness, sometimes followed by death, sometimes followed by healing. 

We find death difficult to talk about but we also find healing a difficult 

thing. This is partly because when we pray for healing, the answer 

does not always come in the shape that we want.  

In fact, health and wellbeing themselves do not come in the shape 

that we want. Human beings are very happy to have fit and healthy 

bodies – because then we feel less challenge to look to the health of 

our hearts and minds. In essence, we can avoid thinking about our 

deeper, more significant sickness if physically we are well. 

Healing in tough times is not just about keeping safe and taking the 

advice and treatment recommended – although this is critically im-

portant. In tough times, when many of our usual supports and dis-

tractions are taken away, we have the chance to let the Great Physi-

cian examine us….. and to heal us. 

In this sonnet, (next page) the poet Malcolm Guite reminds us that at 

his ascension Jesus ‘took us with him to the heart of things’ – having 

redeemed humanity he takes us into heaven too. There we find the 

heart of God himself now restored and hear a new song of healing 

‘that rises out of weakness’. This is now our song too, the song of 

hope and healing in a broken and sick world, through the risen, as-

cended Christ. 

Keep safe and stay well. 



“ Ascension  by Malcolm Guite 

 We saw his light break through the cloud of glory 

 whilst we were rooted still in time and place, 

 as earth became a part of Heaven’s story 

 and heaven opened to his human face. 

 We saw him go and yet we were not parted, 

 he took us with him to the heart of things; 

 the heart that broke for all the broken-hearted 

 is whole and Heaven-centred now, and sings, 

 sings in the strength that rises out of weakness, 

 sings through the clouds that veil him from our sight. 

 Whilst we ourselves become his clouds of witness 

 and sing the waning darkness into light, 

 his light in us, and ours in him concealed, 

 which all creation waits to see revealed. 

 

Ride+Stride 2019 

Last year’s Ride+Stride was a great success thanks to the hard work of all  

the church and area organisers, helped by lovely warm and sunny   

weather for participants and welcomers. Over £42,600 was raised across  

city and county, an amazing 20% increase on the previous year. 

Individual churches receive half of all money raised each year, with the 

other half given out by the Trust in grants to churches and chapels for  

repairs and improvements.  . 

Ride+Stride 2020 

For this year’s Ride+Stride the coronavirus situation is being monitored 

carefully.  Normally at this time of year, registration forms would have 

been sent out for this year’s Ride+Stride, registration is postponed until 

the situation becomes clearer.   

http://audioboo.fm/boos/373594-ascension-day-sonnet
https://anglican.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=636069b749b52b6445d4ebe93&id=5bbbe8f5c8&e=de9b927dd9


No change to lockdown restrictions for churches soon 
 

Once again, my thanks to everyone who has done their own bit to keep 

us all in touch with each other, and to provide support for each other 

during the coronavirus pandemic. These are challenging times indeed 

and it has never been more important to be part of the fellowship of the 

church.  
 

The lockdown restrictions that apply to church services have not changed 

however. Although one authorised person, normally the vicar, can now 

enter the church building to say prayers and celebrate the Eucharist on 

behalf of the whole congregation, there are no immediate plans to allow 

the people of the church to gather.   We are at ‘Stage One’ of easing 

lockdown restrictions and there is no thought about any church services 

happening until at least ‘Stage Three’.  

 

The most hopeful  timetable puts this date into July, and there would  

certainly be very many restrictions and precautions surrounding any      

re-opening of churches: we would have to maintain social distancing,   

refrain from singing and from using paper or books, take a register of all 

present, guarantee hand cleaning on arrival and departure, as well as 

deep clean the building afterwards.  You will see that there are still very 

many hurdles to cope with before anything like Sunday worship as we 

know it could resume. Whilst this is disappointing it is wise and under-

standable caution of course.  

 

I will endeavour to keep you updated with any changes.  

Adrian 

 

Benefice Magazine—May Edition : If you haven’t received your 

copy of the magazine, either by email or post, and can’t see it on 

our Church website, then do please let me know and I’ll make 

sure it gets through. Adrian 

 

 



Keeping in touch and sharing worship together remotely. 
 

On-line worship This Sunday, 24th May, we aim once again to have a 

short recorded,   reflective act of worship by members of St Mary’s      

congregation on both the website and our Facebook page—do  have a 

look and join in worship together.  

Wednesday Compline (Night Prayer) -  Each week we are meeting    

virtually for Compline at 8pm on Wednesday. It has proven to be a  

meaningful way to have fellowship and prayer together as well as being 

quite good fun, especially as we find our feet with the technology and 

with more people joining us every week. 

You can join by just phoning up and inputting the code or using 'Zoom'                             

online. It has been democratic with several voices joining in with a line                                       

of liturgy each. If you would like to participate with a speaking part,                                      

please do contact Matthew by 4pm on Wednesday. 

To join by phone only, call this number  0131 460 1196 and when      pro-

moted input Meeting ID: 746 767 4408  

To join by Zoom on the internet, go to this address and click ’Open Zoom’   

https://leccofe.zoom.us/j/7467674408 

 

 Please note there is no  

 Coffee Morning  

 on Thursday 28th May . 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://leccofe.zoom.us/j/7467674408


Listening to God's Word 

Our Bible readings for this Sunday are:  

Acts 1. 6-14 and John 17.1-11  

Jesus Prays  

17 After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed: 

“Father, the hour has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify 

you. 2 For you granted him authority over all people that he might give 

eternal life to all those you have given him. 3 Now this is eternal life: that 

they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have 

sent. 4 I have brought you glory on earth by finishing the work you gave 

me to do. 5 And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I 

had with you before the world began. 

6 “I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They 

were yours; you gave them to me and they have obeyed your 

word. 7 Now they know that everything you have given me comes from 

you. 8 For I gave them the words you gave me and they accepted them. 

They knew with certainty that I came from you, and they believed that 

you sent me. 9 I pray for them. I am not praying for the world, but for 

those you have given me, for they are yours. 10 All I have is yours, and all 

you have is mine. And glory has come to me through them. 11 I will       

remain in the world no longer, but they are still in the world, and I am 

coming to you. Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name, the 

name you gave me, so that they may be one as we are one. 

 

Reflection: “What Next?” by Adrian Jones 
 

I hope and trust that you’re still keeping well now that we’re entering the 

tenth week of our ‘lockdown’.  

Two things in particular will stay with me when we get to ‘the other side’. 

The first is the opportunity that many of us have had to be closer and 

more connected to the natural world….to hear birdsong more clearly, to 

appreciate our gardens. 



The second is the ingenuity and creativity that lies innate in all of us and 

has had the chance to bubble up while we’ve been so much less busy 

(with apologies to key workers who have been so exceptionally busy on 

our behalf!). This creativity has shown itself in many ways, from the boom 

in home baking, to jokes and photographs on social media, to facemasks 

fashioned at home from scraps of material. 

Significantly there has also been a recognition that now we need creative 

thinking as we start to look ahead…. not to a return to the life we knew 

before but to a ‘new normal’ where social distancing and a raft of health 

precautions will shape our Christian life together. 

In our Gospel reading Jesus stirs us into new creative thinking about our 

life as the church in ‘the new normal’. 

In the first three verses, Jesus clearly understands that his mission was to 

glorify God and make God known in the world. How can we keep our   

focus on this primary purpose as the church? – to glorify God and make 

him known in the world?   

We will only be able to meet together under difficult restrictions, but we 

have to remember that the point of our meeting is firstly to worship and 

glorify God, not as the branch of a social club. And to make God known 

in the world we will need to remember that our every conversation with 

our friends and neighbours carries a message about what is really        

important to us – is it self-focussed regret or God’s loving care and     

purposes for us all? 

In verse 6, Jesus shows he understands that the people he met, the peo-

ple whose lives touched his, were each given to him by God. How will we 

respond in ‘the new normal’ to the people who are God’s gift to us?   

Are we ready to listen, to support, to encourage, to pray? To weep with 

those who weep and struggle with those who struggle? And at the same 

time can we recognise and nurture joy and hope when they spring forth 

anew? Each person is God’s gift to us – and therefore infinitely precious 

and worthy of our time and care. 

And then in verse 7, Jesus recognises that everything he was given in this 

world was given to him by God. Can we hold on to the truth that the 



church itself – the buildings, the money, the community of people – is 

given to us by God? It doesn’t belong to us and God has a bigger       

purpose for the church than our own small ideas. Let’s take this            

opportunity to let go of our possessive and controlling tendencies, and 

instead be more thankful, generous and outward looking as a church. 
 

Jesus prays for us…. let’s pray for each other as well. Let’s pray that we 

might be people of worship, people who share God’s love with others, 

people who value other people, people whose life together as the church 

is a message of hope to the world. 

Amen 

Church Family News:  

Greetings & good wishes come to us all from Gill and Derek Atkinson, 

who are both well and thinking of us back in Knighton. They enjoy our 

Virtual Worship on the church website.  

 

Jean Bilney died on 7th May after a short illness. She was a member of 

the congregation along with husband Ken for many years before he was 

ordained.  Jean moved to be near her son David in Manchester in 2015 

but kept links with a number of people at St Marys. She continued to live 

independently until two weeks prior to her death in Wigan Infirmary. 

Jean’s ashes will be interred with Ken’s at St Mary’s later in the year. 

 

Mary Davies, 92, died early on 9th May in the LRI, but having tested         

negative for the coronavirus. Mary was a regular Sunday morning      

worshipper until just a few years ago when increasing mobility issues 

kept her at home. She had continued to live independently despite some 

health scares. Her son Tony has confirmed that her funeral will be on 

Thursday 28th May at Great Glen crematorium, but current restrictions 

mean that most of us cannot attend. We hope to have a memorial      

service and interment of ashes at St Mary’s later in the year. 

 

We’ve  also had the sad news of the death of Wendi Stevens, wife of our 

former Bishop, Tim Stevens, after a long illness, Please do remember  

Bishop Tim and their son Adam in your prayers. 



 “Thank you for caring at home and in our community” : this is 

the message of appreciation that,  as St Mary’s and St Guthlac’s churches,  

we want to send loud and clear to the staff of our  local care homes and 

to all those carers who have been supporting clients, friends and relatives 

in their own homes during the pandemic. We are particularly conscious 

that we have at least nine care homes in our benefice, and that the staff 

will have been under extraordinary strain and pressure over the last two 

months—often, it seems, unappreciated by those who make key          

decisions, and perhaps also by ourselves, until now. 

To express our appreciation to these care home workers we are aiming to 

give a gift to as many as possible—probably a gift token to be redeemed 

when times are easier and leisure seems possible again. We have a     

generous grant from our Ward Councillors to start things off, but if each 

gift is really to convey true appreciation then we want to add to it       

substantially through our own generosity.   

Please do make a contribution to our Carers Fund to show your           

appreciation. We are collecting money through the St Guthlac’s bank   

account, so please make a cheque payable to ‘St Guthlacs PCC’ (no cash 

please) . Alternatively you can pay by Direct Transfer:  

  Sort code 20-49-08   

 account  53861341   

 Reference "Carers" 

You can send a donation by post or drop your envelope through the 

door of 62 Elms Road (Matthew), 5 Church Lane (Adrian) or the St Mary’s 

Parish Centre, Church Lane (but not at St Guthlac’s Church please!). 

Thank you, in anticipation, for helping us thank our care staff. 

Adrian 

 

 



Thy Kingdom Come!” - volunteers wanted for 24 hours of prayer 

For the last 3 years, the Church of England has led a global prayer ini-

tiative between Ascension Day and Pentecost - 11 days of      contin-

uous prayer. The focus of prayer is two fold:  

• to bring more people to faith, growing the Kingdom of God, and 

• to deepen the spiritual life of the Church as we remember the 

coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.  

This year we want our benefice to join in praying ‘Thy Kingdom 

Come!’ Will you commit to pray? Please sign up very simply by click-

ing below or contact Matthew for more information 0775 496 1997 

revgogh@gmail.com 

http://www.24-7prayer.com/signup/9e7297    

You can pray alone at home but we also want to encourage people to 

pray together online through Zoom—more details to follow for those 

who are interested. We aim to pray through the night , which is par-

ticularly great for those who struggle to sleep. Our 24 hours  starts at 

7pm on Wednesday May 27th (an hour before our Compline at 

8pm—open to all) and will finish at 7pm on Thursday 28th with an 

online service. Matthew  

 

ENVELOPES  OR  STANDING ORDER ?   ☺ ☺ ☺        

Have you considered paying by monthly standing order  

instead of envelopes? 

If you would like to do this, please contact Lorna Pollard :  

by telephone  0116 2704272  

or e mail at stmarysknighton.giving@gmail.com 

http://www.24-7prayer.com/signup/9e7297


Contact details:   

 Vicar: Adrian Jones     0116 270 4268 or 07584 954414 

 Email: adrian.jones@zoho.com (day off normally Friday) 

 Assistant Curate: Revd Matthew Gough  07754 961997 

 Email: revgough@gmail.com   (day off normally Friday) 

 Revd Aphro McCullough:     0116 283 7887   

 Email: aphro.mccullough@btinternet.com 

 Revd Canon Dr Stephen Foster 

 Email: safpta6@gmail.com    07966 376905 

 Revd Janet Gasper 

 Email: janet.gasper@hotmail.co.uk  0116 288 9646 

 Reader: Fiona Wingate 

 Email: Fiona.wingate@talktalk.net  07515 752954 

 Churchwarden: Rosalind Matthew  

 

 Parish Administrator: James Gutteridge 0116 270 2705 

 Email: office@knightonparish.co.uk 
 

The Parish Office is currently closed to the public.  

 

PLANNED GIVING SCHEME 

Regular giving is an integral part of our church life   supporting our day 

to day costs, ministry and mission.   A good way to achieve this is 

through a  weekly envelope or a monthly bank standing order as part of 

our Planned Giving Scheme. Scheme  details can be obtained from Lorna 

Pollard, Planned Giving Scheme  Secretary: telephone 0116 2704272 or   

e mail:  stmarysknighton.giving@gmail.com. If you are a taxpayer   and 

gift aid your giving, our church can claim an additional 25%.    

 

During the current Coronavirus pandemic please put aside your 

weekly offerings ready to bring to church when things return to 

something like normal.  The costs of the church are largely             

unchanged even though we cannot meet, so your regular giving is 

extremely important to our collective 'health' and the mission of 

God here.                                        

 



Please pray….. "Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all  

circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus."              

( 1 Thessalonians 5.16-18) 

 

Give thanks: for the World Health Organisation, and all those across the 

nations who are working for a co-ordinated international response to the 

pandemic.  

 

A prayer for the Coronavirus outbreak 

Keep us, good Lord, 

under the shadow of your mercy, 

in this time of uncertainty and distress. 

Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, 

and lift up all who are brought low; 

that we may rejoice in your comfort 

knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 

in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

We pray for all those who are unwell at the moment, whether in body. 

mind or spirit, and all those with troubling investigations and diagnoses.  

 

 In particular we pray for  Ed Groves, Gary Joynes, Trevor Gutteridge, 

all those with the symptoms of Coronavirus infection, and all those 

on our parish 'Continuing Prayer' list.  May they know the power of God's 

healing love at work in their lives today. 

 

We give thanks for those who have been healed and restored. 

 

We remember those who have died recently and pray for their families 

and friends:   Mary Davies, Jean Bilney, Wendi Stevens, Pam Whinnett 

Brian Pinder. 

 

Jesus said “Come to me, all you who are weary and carrying heavy      

burdens, and I will give you rest.” Matthew 11.28. 


