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If you were on trial for being a Christian, would 
there be enough evidence to convict you?  
The question should make us all stop and 
think. What facts would my prosecutors try to 
rally if I were in the dock? Who would they call 
to testify for the prosecution, persuading the 
judge that I really am a follower of Jesus 
Christ? Perhaps more disturbingly, would they 
find anyone who would say that they had 
noticed that my life stood out as somehow 

different from the lives of the other folk living and working around me? In 
most detective stories the guilty suspect is finally identified on the basis that 
they had means, motive and opportunity for the crime.  
 
In 21st Century Britain, the means to be a Christian are freely available; we 
don’t have to go far to find a church to worship in, a bookshop to sell us a 
Bible, and many hundreds of websites that want to hook us into their own 
stream of Christianity. However, the motive may be much weaker than in 
previous generations; thankfully we have let go of much of the guilt that may 
formerly have driven people to their knees, and our material needs are, 
generally speaking, well met. Comfortable living may shield us from spiritual 
challenge and weaken our feeling of need for God.  
 
Again, the opportunity may also feel as if it is slipping away from us. Younger 
families are under increasing pressure to use the weekend for sports clubs, 
homework, housework, and leisure activities to balance the frantic pace of life 
Monday to Friday. As we age, we find that active faith can be undermined by 
tough life experiences and the attractions of the lifestyle presented to us by 
the advertisers. We may find it increasingly difficult to summon the energy or 
the mobility we need to make it to church as we once did.  
 
How do we remain distinctively and faithfully Christian in the face of such 
changes to society and the way we live our lives today?  
 
In a new message to the Diocese, Bishops Martyn and Guli are calling us, quite 
simply, to an ‘Everyday faith – every day’. Their leaflet called “Shaped by God 
Everyday” says: ‘Everyday faith is all about how we express our Christian faith 
every day in everyday situations. It reminds us that God is interested in more 
than our buildings, our money, our church services.’ It is a call to embrace our 
new ways of life and live authentically as Christians through them. The Bishops 



point to three simple and specific ways in which we can all live out an everyday 
faith every day:  
 
Everyday Prayer – Like a child speaking to a loving parent, prayer can and 
should happen at any time and in any place and particularly through carefully 
crafted liturgy and the silence that refuses to let the noise and clutter of the 
world overwhelm us.  
 
Everyday Witness – having the courage to start simple conversations where we 
ask questions and tell stories about God in our own lives and in other’s lives.  
 
Everyday Action - We all have opportunities every day to show kindness to 
people around us. Every act of Christian kindness reflects Jesus’s teaching that 
we should love our neighbours, and plants a seed that can grow into 
something much bigger.  
 
The ‘Shaped by God Everyday’ leaflets are available at the back of the church, 
and I would commend the Bishop’s message to you. Our vision at St Mary’s is 
of ‘Faith for Life’, summed up in five words:  
 
Worship – we want to worship God well  
 
Follow – we want to explore and follow the way of Jesus  
 
Connect – we want to connect better with our community  
 
Welcome – we want to welcome everyone as equally valued  
 
Share – we want to share our faith in Jesus with others.  
 
Clearly the Christian life of the future will look different from that of the past, 
but only in expression and form, while our core faith remains constant and 
centred om Jesus. Not many of us will be ‘major league criminals’ if we’re ever 
on trial as Christians, but we should all aim to be guilty everyday of having a 
transforming faith for life.  
 
Yours in friendship and Christ’s service  
 
Adrian 


