
1 

  St Mary Magdalen Church, Knighton 

 

  Sunday 27th September 2020 

 Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity    

                                        

Join us in prayer and worship this Sunday and through 

the week 

  

Collect 

O Lord, we beseech you mercifully to hear the prayers 

 of your people who call upon you; 

and grant that they may both perceive and know 

 what things they ought to do, 

and also may have grace and power faithfully to fulfil them; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 
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Welcome to our service –  

and please take care of yourself and each other! 

You are very welcome to our service today – but please remember 

some simple precautions in order to protect yourself and others 

too:  

 Please arrive early and be ready to queue as you maintain a   

distance of 2m from others.  

 Please wear a face covering as you queue and all the time you 

are in the church - we have some extras for those who cannot 

obtain their own. 

 When you are welcomed please sanitise your hands and then 

pick up a service sheet.  

 We have calculated the number of places that we can use in the 

church building safely whilst distanced from each other. Please 

only use one of the seats marked with a cushion and green tick.   

 We are using recorded music to help us praise God and reflect 

on what we are doing together. The words of the hymns are 

printed for you but please don’t sing (humming is fine!)  

 To receive Communion you will be asked to come towards the 

nave altar (at the moment only the bread) -please keep 2m 

spacing and keep your face mask on until you have your wafer. 

Then please consume the wafer as you move away, moving your 

mask as little as possible. 

 After the service please keep your distance from others as you 

leave and do not linger in the building - sadly we can’t offer   

refreshments. 
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 Please take your service sheet home with you and sanitise your 

hands as you leave. 

 If you should feel unwell with any of the symptoms of          

coronavirus in the two weeks following the service, as well as 

seeking medical advice, please leave a message at the Parish   

Office so that we can inform others if need be. 

 

Please don’t feel too put off by these necessary precautions – God is 

simply pleased that we are here together, worshipping and being 

shaped by the Holy Spirit.  

If you would like to attend our Harvest Festival on Sunday 4th      

October or the Eucharist on Sunday 11th October then please do 

phone the parish office (0116 270 2705) and leave a message which 

includes the names of any other people who will sit with you        

because you are in the same household or bubble. If you find that 

you can no longer attend, please let James in the Office know so 

that we can release this place to someone else.  

Best wishes,  

Adrian 
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Coming Soon! Our Annual Church Meeting (APCM):  Our Annual   

Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) this year will be on SUNDAY 11th  

OCTOBER at 11am, after the morning service, in the church building. 

This is an important occasion when we review together the year that has 

passed (2019!) and elect our PCC and Church Wardens for the next year 

– obviously, the meeting was postponed much earlier in the year. 

In order to make our Annual Meeting open to as many people as      

possible, you can take part through the internet by using a simple link to 

a Zoom meeting; we’ll put the link in the newsletter and on the website 

on October 4th, the week before the APCM. In the church building itself 

we will only have space for 40 individuals, households or bubbles, and it 

seems fair to give priority to those who do not have internet access at 

home. It is important therefore to leave a message at the Church Office 

if you would like to come to the service on 11th (Eucharist) AND/OR if 

you would like to come to the Annual Meeting in the building rather 

than online. 

IMPORTANT! The first part of our meeting will elect two Church    

Wardens – technically to serve until just after the next APCM (which 

should be in April or May 2021) but I would hope they could stay in post 

at least until the APCM in 2022.  

Many people don’t really understand the role of a Church Warden – it 

certainly is not all about going up ladders and cleaning gutters! Many 

people are also concerned that to be a Warden is to be responsible for 

everything and therefore to be criticised for everything! Certainly the 

role involves hearing different views and being part of decision making, 

but as the church is the body of Christ and needs all its parts working 

together in harmony, we will always want to be supportive and           

encouraging of each other rather than looking for disagreements. 
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In essence the key tasks of Church Wardens, working together and in a 

team with the clergy and PCC, are to: 

 care for and support the parish priest, providing feedback, as a 

‘critical friend’, as well as advice and support; 

 care for the congregation and encourage people in their Christian 

faith; 

 ensure that the routine ‘work and life’ of the church happens 

smoothly and as efficiently as possible; 

 act as points of connection between the congregation, clergy and 

the local community. 

These are important tasks but all are best done by several people    

working as a team. I hope therefore to have a team of Wardens and    

Assistant Wardens who can share responsibilities according to their skills 

and experience.  One person has already said that they would join such a 

‘Warden Team’ if others would too.  

Please consider prayerfully if you might be the person to join this team, 

or perhaps there is someone else you can see has the right sort of   

qualities - a good sense of humour and a willingness to bear with each 

others weaknesses and foibles are very useful!    We have a useful leaflet 

for anyone thinking this through, called “Support and Caring – being a 

Church Warden at St Mary Magdalen”. Please do ask me for a copy.   

At the APCM we also hope to fill some of the   

vacancies for Church Council (PCC) members – 

please see the ‘advert’ for further information and 

ask James in the Church Office for a  nomination 

form.  

Adrian 
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Listening to God's Word 

Our Bible readings for Sunday 27th September are:  

Ezekiel 18.1-4, 25-end 

The one who sins will die 

18 The word of the LORD came to me: 
2 
‘What do you people mean 

by quoting this proverb about the land of Israel: 

‘“The parents eat sour grapes, 

    and the children’s teeth are set on edge”? 

3 
‘As surely as I live, declares the Sovereign LORD, you will no longer 

quote this proverb in Israel. 
4 
For everyone belongs to me, the parent 

as well as the child – both alike belong to me. The one who sins is 

the one who will die. 

25 
‘Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is not just.” Hear, you Israelites: 

is my way unjust? Is it not your ways that are unjust? 
26 

If a righteous 

person turns from their righteousness and commits sin, they will die 

for it;       because of the sin they have committed they will die. 
27 

But 

if a wicked person turns away from the wickedness they have     

committed and does what is just and right, they will save their 

life. 
28 

Because they consider all the offences they have committed 

and turn away from them, that person will surely live; they will not 

die. 
29 

Yet the Israelites say, “The way of the Lord is not just.” Are my 

ways unjust, people of Israel? Is it not your ways that are unjust? 

30 
‘Therefore, you Israelites, I will judge each of you according to your 

own ways, declares the Sovereign LORD. Repent! Turn away from all 

your offences; then sin will not be your downfall. 
31 

Rid yourselves of 

all the  offences you have committed, and get a new heart and a new 

spirit. Why will you die, people of Israel? 
32 

For I take no pleasure in 
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the death of   anyone, declares the Sovereign LORD. Repent and live! 

Matthew 21.23-32 

The authority of Jesus questioned 
23 

Jesus entered the temple courts, and, while he was teaching, the 

chief priests and the elders of the people came to him. ‘By what    

authority are you doing these things?’ they asked. ‘And who gave 

you this authority?’ 

24 
Jesus replied, ‘I will also ask you one question. If you answer me, I 

will tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 
25 

John’s   

baptism – where did it come from? Was it from heaven, or of human 

origin?’ 

They discussed it among themselves and said, ‘If we say, “From   

heaven”, he will ask, “Then why didn’t you believe him?” 
26 

But if we 

say, “Of human origin”– we are afraid of the people, for they all hold 

that John was a prophet.’ 

27 
So they answered Jesus, ‘We don’t know.’ 

Then he said, ‘Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing 

these things.  

The parable of the two sons 

28 
‘What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. He went 

to the first and said, “Son, go and work today in the vineyard.” 

29 
‘“I will not,” he answered, but later he changed his mind and went. 

30 
‘Then the father went to the other son and said the same thing. He   

answered, “I will, sir,” but he did not go. 

31 
‘Which of the two did what his father wanted?’ 

‘The first,’ they answered. 

Jesus said to them, ‘Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the      
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prostitutes are entering the kingdom of God ahead of you. 
32 

For 

John came to you to show you the way of righteousness, and you 

did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes did. 

And even after you saw this, you did not repent and believe him. 

 

Reflection for Matthew 23, 13-32 

The duplicity of politeness versus reluctant virtue 

Power. Authority. Status. Religion. Jesus, like an dazzling torch bursts   

onto the Jerusalem scene exposing and disrupting status quo     

privileges which come with belonging to the establishment 

Those in authority amongst the Jews-the elders, the high priests, 

those most important in the ancient society-those who control and 

make the laws-question Jesus. 

Who is this threatening our way of life? Who is this pointing to an        

authority away from the rules and rituals we have built up and       

established which we can expertly navigate? 

Jesus does not answer. He rather replies with a question and then a     

parable. The parable of the two sons not only challenges the elders 

but has discomfort for us today. 

Two sons in the vineyard. Often Jesus uses the metaphor of the   

vineyard as God’s harvest, his kingdom, his work that he calls his 

children to   complete.  

The older and younger brother sibling rivalry is often used by Jesus 

as the allegory to distinguish those who should know better. The 

prodigal son exposes the mean spiritedness of the older brother. The 

older  brother, those who should be closer to the father. The older 
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brother trusted with the privileges of being chosen. The Jewish       

religious like the older chosen ones distinguished from the            

unrighteous, the outcast, the second class of the younger brother 

with no entitlements. 

I see warnings here for those of us in church. More is expected of us. 

Those of us Christians, easy to hide behind the label. A warning to 

not pay polite lip service to God. Making a show of being seen to say 

the right thing, but our hearts not being unwilling to be open. 

It is easy to say the right things. Notice the older brother shows 

great reverence, refers to his father as ‘sir’. Unlike the lower status 

outcast clumsily honest about his unwillingness to visit the vineyard. 

The older brother smooth talker, polished, behaves superficially as 

the good boy. Virtue signaling?  

When it matters and actually doing what has been asked. It was the      

reluctant, the unwilling, the unexpected person of low status who did 

the right thing. Jesus is saying it is better to be resistant to his will 

and yet do the right thing in God’s eyes than pretend, and go 

through the motions but  do nothing.  

Alongside the challenge, I find hope here, I find it realistic because 

often I find it hard to love and do the right thing. But Jesus seems to 

accept this. He prefers it to the outward show and pretense of        

respectability. The charade of being right with God but having no 

love, no regard for his will, his mission, his kingdom or his people. 

Sometimes I worry that this focus on God’s standards can breed   

cynicism. ‘It’s too hard. I don’t want to be a hypocrite so I won’t try’. 

In this parable we are comforted that we do not have to always be 

willing or have the perfect motivation, or even a heart of sweetness 
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 of light. What matters is to realise what God wants and to do it      

anyway. Whether it be helping others, when we don’t feel like it.    

Being generous with giving. God is a gracious, relational God-a God 

that wants us close and real. Not distant, polite, and religiously      

respectable. 

Jesus uses extreme language-the socially immoral-the tax collector, 

the prostitute-those degraded and outside of social decency have 

more in common with Jesus than the religious leadership. Constantly 

Jesus points that the benefit of the degraded, broken and least in 

society, they are more aware of there shortcoming. They know their 

need for God’s grace. God works through our weakness and         

humility. 

For the self-sufficient, the perfect or ‘sorted’ in their own eyes, they 

have no need or room for God. Perhaps status and outward          

appearance has become their God. 

Let us guard our hearts against pride and squashing the need for 

God. Confess our sins, know who we are before God and enjoy the 

freedom and grace, he gives. AMEN. 

Revd Matthew 

 

Shaped By God-deadline 30th Sept 

Shaped By God (https://www.leicester.anglican.org/news/we-want-to

-hear-about-your-experience-of-lockdown.php), whereby we con-

sider what have been the main lessons about how to do church  

ministry differently? Do consider contributing to this exercise via the 

link as it will hopefully inform how the Diocese manages decisions 

about the future direction of ministry that the pandemic may have 

altered forever. 
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Where have you gained spiritual nourishment during this time? What 

story would you tell? See weblink, email or phone- 

https://leicester.anglican.org/about-us/sbgt/gathering-stories--

generating-insights.php 

josh.crickdeboom@leccofe.org   or   0116 270 8985.     

 

A thankyou from your new priest! 

Counter-intuitively, being ordained in a time of pandemic has felt 

more precious. Having a stripped back occasion has meant more   

focus on meaningful commitment than the pomp and celebration of 

the ceremony. The delay and eventual ordination has been intense 

and I have physically sensed the power of prayer supporting me. I 

have been so blessed by the countless number of cards and I am so 

grateful for your kind words and tokens of support. It is humbling 

and I am looking forward to using your generous financial gift to 

getting a couple of    seasonal stoles designed and a visiting      

communion set for me to use in my ministry going forward which 

will always remind me of my time in Knighton. Matthew 
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Our Harvest Festival on Sunday 4th October 

Next Sunday sees our Harvest Festival and there are several ways 

that we can all join in.  

 

Firstly, there will be a service for all of us in the benefice, at St Mary’s 

at 10am. This will have a traditional feel, with Harvest hymns, prayers 

and readings, and will end with a shortened Eucharist.  

 

Alternatively you can choose a service of Morning Prayer at St    

Guthlac’s at 10.30am, and there will also be a recorded, all age 

‘Virtual Harvest’ for you to watch online. 

 

There will also be activities for everyone to do at home, including an     

alternative ‘Harvest Supper’ – details will be included in the       

newsletter mailings and on the website. 

 

As usual you will have the opportunity to be generous to others in       

response to God’s generosity to us. Firstly, donations of tinned food 

to the local ‘Open Hands’ charity can be made in the blue collecting 

bin at St Mary’s. Open Hands supports the most vulnerable and    

disadvantaged people of Leicester through practical help, advice and 
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training. 

 

Secondly, next week there will be details of how to make a financial     

donation to support the ‘Growing Hope in Egypt’ harvest project of 

Christian charity Embrace the Middle East (formerly ‘Biblelands’).         

Embrace works with local Christians through the Salaam Centre in 

Cairo, helping the one million people of the Ezbet el Nakhl area, 

many of whom live in desperate poverty on the city’s rubbish 

dumps.  

 

We have much to be grateful to God for this Harvest time, and being 

grateful can grow hope at home and abroad. Do join us.   Adrian 

 

 



14 

Wanted! 

 

 

New Church Wardens  
 

Essential Qualities 

 a heart for St Mary’s Church – the people and the  building –         

and  our community 

 a belief that God’s future for us is bright 

 the ability to work with others (inc. the Vicar!) 

 a commitment for 1-3 years. 

 

It could be YOU! 

Don’t be put off by: 

 your age or gender 

 being a ‘newcomer’ 

 being an ‘old hand’ 

 not being ‘practical’ 

 not being ‘spiritual’. 

 

What to do next 

 talk to God 

 talk to your friends 

 talk to any previous Warden or to Adrian. 
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Our Annual Meeting to elect Church Wardens and Church Council (PCC) 

members is scheduled for Sunday 11th October at 11.00am in the 

Church—God willing!  

The PCC is the main decision making body in the parish and a portion of 

it’s members are elected every year, usually for a three year term. It’s 

chief responsibility, along with the minister, is to promote the mission of 

God in our community, through outreach, service, worship and care for 

the buildings and resources entrusted to us. 

At this point in the growth and development of St Mary’s, with the   

challenges that we face following the pandemic, it is important that we 

have Church Council members who can reflect all the views and          

experiences of our  congregation and wider church family. You do not 

need to be an expert in anything but you do need to have the best     

interests of the church and the community at heart, being willing to    

listen, discuss and make key decisions. 

Please consider if this might be God’s calling to you, or to someone you 

know.  To stand for the PCC you will need to be nominated and second-

ed by two other church members – forms are available from James in 

the Church Office.  If you haven’t been on the Electoral Roll for six 

months yet then speak to Adrian about the possibility of being            

co-opted rather than elected. 

New  PCC members 

Wanted! 



16 

ELECTORAL ROLL: the revised Roll (showing names only) which is now 

closed until after the APCM on 11th October, is on display on the notice 

board at the back of the church, so that any inaccuracies can be  

corrected. Please let me know [Tel. 2700714  

eileenmckellican@tiscali.co.uk] of any necessary amendments.  

Many thanks, Eileen McKellican Electoral Roll Officer. 

 

THANK YOU to all who have sent messages of support, to both myself 

and Patrick over the past few weeks. Your messages, prayers and words 

of encouragement are very much appreciated. Sue Holligan.   

 

RIDE AND STRIDE UPDATE: Flick thanks her generous sponsors who 

have helped her raise £95 so far. There is still time to contribute if you 

wish - even if she did only manage 12 churches! Half the money raised 

comes back to St Mary's, the other half goes to  Leicestershire Historic 

Churches Trust. Flick   (2702810) 

 

ONLINE SERVICES - NOW LIVE As we begin to worship again in our 

church buildings on Sundays, we are switching from pre-recorded online  

services to 'live streaming'. This means that you can watch the 10am  

service at St Mary's live on our YouTube channel, or watch the recording 

later on YouTube or from our church website. The YouTube link is  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ryrtNMrUv3U   

When St Guthlac's returns to Eucharistic services we will make sure that 

both churches feature in our live streaming. Last week a technical hitch 

meant that live viewing wasn't possible - many apologies! Please bear 

with us as we sort out teething troubles. 

 

We are still working on making sure that we can access a live or recorded 

version of a worship service this Sunday. Currently we still have a few 

sound glitches to improve. Please check and visit  https://

www.stmarysknighton.co.uk or our Facebook pages on Sunday.  
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CHURCH FAMILY NEWS 

THE REVD MATTHEW GOUGH - PRIEST! Many thanks to everyone who  

supported Matthew in their prayers on Sunday 13th as we ordained into 

the priestly ministry at our Cathedral, and to all who came to church on 

Wednesday evening as he presided at Holy Communion for the first 

time. Your generosity has also meant that we are giving Matthew the gift 

of some especially designed and hand made priests stoles - as they are 

unique it will be a while before they are ready but he has promised to 

show the off to us all when they arrive! Adrian 

FAREWELL TO ROS MATTHEW: It was with real sadness, but also    

gratitude, that we said farewell to Ros last Sunday morning. As Ros has 

written in the Benefice Magazine, the time has come for here to return to 

her     beloved Antigua for good, and finally she has been able to wind 

up   everything here in the UK to make it possible. Ros has been part of 

St Mary's for many years and has done sterling work as Church Warden, 

with her calm organisation and welcoming persuasive smile.  Personally 

I'm very grateful for the unstinting support she's shown to me since 

2017. We sent Ros off with our prayers and good wishes, and gave her 

some small gifts on behalf of everyone. Travel well Ros and enjoy being 

'at home'. Adrian 

MUSICATHON POSTPONED ONCE MORE: With great regret the PCC 

decided this week that under the current and frequently changing     

Government restrictions we ought not to go ahead with the Musicathon 

in aid of the Spire Appeal. The Guidance is not explicit about such events 

in churches, but as the spirit of the restrictions on our common life is 

clearly to reduce the number of informal, social gatherings wherever 

possible, and given that the number of people contracting the corona  

virus at the   moment is rising, we thought it best to postpone once 

again. The PCC are very grateful to Lorna Kirk the organiser, for her    

persistence and determination to make this event happen and to raise 

money for the Spire Appeal, and for the energy and time that she has  

already put into the Musicathon. We all look forward to better times in 

the future when we can resume such gatherings once more. Adrian 
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 Contact details:   

 Vicar: Adrian Jones       0116 270 4268 or 07584 954414 

 Email: adrian.jones@zoho.com (day off normally Friday) 

 Assistant Curate: Revd Matthew Gough  07754 961997 

 Email: revgough@gmail.com   (day off normally Friday) 

 Revd Aphro McCullough:     0116 283 7887   

 Email: aphro.mccullough@btinternet.com 

 Revd Canon Dr Stephen Foster 

 Email: safpta6@gmail.com    07966 376905 

 Revd Janet Gasper 

 Email: janet.gasper@hotmail.co.uk  0116 288 9646 

 Reader: Fiona Wingate 

 Email: Fiona.wingate@talktalk.net  07515 752954 

 Churchwarden: Rosalind Matthew  

 Parish Administrator: James Gutteridge  0116 270 2705                                                    

 Email: office@knightonparish.co.uk 

 The Parish Office is now open again from 9.30am until 2.30pm,     

 Tuesday to Friday. Please feel free to phone James or to email. If you 

 need to visit the Office, please let James know you’re coming and 

 wear face coverings as per the Government guidelines. Thank you. 
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PLANNED GIVING SCHEME 

Regular giving is an integral part of our church life   supporting our day 

to day costs, ministry and mission.   A good way to achieve this is 

through a weekly envelope or a monthly bank standing order as part of 

our Planned Giving Scheme. Scheme  details can be obtained from Lorna 

Pollard, Planned Giving Scheme Secretary: telephone 01162704272 or   

email:   stmarysknighton.giving@gmail.com. If you are a taxpayer   and 

gift aid your giving, our church can claim an additional 25%.    

 

During the current Coronavirus pandemic please put aside your 

weekly offerings ready to bring to church when things return to 

something like normal.  The costs of the church are largely  

unchanged even though we cannot meet, so your regular giving is 

extremely important to our collective 'health' and the mission of 

God here.                                        

 

Keeping in touch and sharing worship together remotely. 
 

Wednesday Compline (Night Prayer) -  Each week we are meeting    

virtually for Compline at 8pm on Wednesday. It has proven to be a  

meaningful way to have fellowship and prayer together as well as being 

quite good fun, especially as we find our feet with the technology and 

with more people joining us every week. 

You can join by just phoning up and inputting the code or using 'Zoom'                             

online. It has been democratic with several voices joining in with a line                                       

of liturgy each. If you would like to participate with a speaking part,                                      

please do contact Matthew by 4pm on Wednesday. 

To join by phone only, call this number  0131 460 1196 and when  

prompted input Meeting ID: 746 767 4408  

To join by Zoom on the internet, go to this address and click ’Open 

Zoom’   https://leccofe.zoom.us/j/7467674408 

https://leccofe.zoom.us/j/7467674408
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Please pray….. "And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of 

prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on 

praying for all the Lord’s people. "  (Ephesians 6.18)      

Praying for the World: this week please pray for those people suffering 

and bereaved by Corona Virus in those parts of the world where the 

health services clearly have no way of responding effectively. Pray for 

comfort and peace, and a resolve amongst leaders and people           

everywhere to make healthcare a future priority.  

 

Praying for the Church: please pray for all those church members who 

feel cut off from their friends and community, and perhaps fearful of     

re-joining worship on Sundays. Pray that churches will have imagination 

and creativity in reaching out to and supporting all those who are part of 

our congregations and wider church family. 

Praying for the Parish: Please pray for the peace and well-being of all 

those who live on Palmerstone Way, Link Road, Ryde Avenue, Shanklin 

Drive, Shanklin Gardens, Shanklin Avenue. 

Praying for those in need: 

We pray for all those who are unwell at the moment, whether in body. 

mind or spirit, and all those with troubling investigations and diagnoses.  

Please do continue to pray for Gil Parsons, Charlotte Muddimer,     

Anne Squires, Bob Newell and their  families. We pray for all those on 

our parish 'Continuing Prayer' list.  May they know the power of God's 

healing love at work in their lives   today. 

 

We give thanks for those who have been healed and restored. 

We remember those who have died recently and pray for their families 

and friends. We remember all those whose anniversaries fall at this time.  

 

Jesus said “Come to me, all you who are weary and carrying heavy      

burdens, and I will give you rest.” Matthew 11.28. 


