
ST MARY MAGDALEN, KNIGHTON 
 

PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the meeting held at 7.30 pm on 
Thursday 13th SEptember 2018 

 
 

Present: Revd Adrian Jones (Vicar) (Chairman), Angelica Amoroso, Mary Britton, Simon Britton, Revd Neil 
Bullen, Revd Dave Hendra, Rosalind Matthew Carolyn Oldershaw, Celia Owczarek, Bob Rutland, Nigel 
Siesage (Acting Secretary), Anne Squires, David Stanyer, Tanya Willis. 
 
 
18/35 Prayers and reflection 

The Vicar led the meeting in prayers and a reflection on Ephesians 4. 

18/36 Faith for Life 

The leaflet drafted by the Vicar, outlining the proposed vision, mission and objectives arising from 

the period of consultation and the discussions at the previous meetings, had now been distributed. 

(Minute 18/24 refers). There had been limited feedback so far. It would be helpful to collect 

reactions to the new Morning Worship service on the third Sunday of the month after the first such 

service on 16 September. The fact that there was to be no choir on that day had been wrongly 

interpreted by some as indicating that Morning Worship would not normally involve the choir. 

There was some discussion of the best method of advertising this service to current non-members 

of the congregation. It was suggested that a banner might be commissioned, to go on the 

churchyard railings, with a panel which could be used to draw attention to different events and 

developments. Attention should also be given to the new service pattern in the Christmas leaflet. 

18/37 Churchyard 

The PCC received a paper by the Vicar, reviewing a number of issues relating to the churchyard. 

a) Churchyard maintenance. Discussions with the City Council over the summer had had a 

positive effect. Weeds on graves had been cleared and a number of undertakings had been 

received. It would be important to maintain the pressure. The PCC recorded its appreciation of 

the contribution made by Paul Bonnet in pursuing this issue. It noted that there had been no 

volunteer for the role of “Churchyard Champion” so far. 

b) South side path. In view of an accident which had occurred to a parishioner visiting the 

churchyard, the PCC agreed that a notice should be commissioned forbidding parking at the 

entrance to the path around the southern area of the churchyard. It was agreed that the 

surface of the path needed improvement. This might be the responsibility of the Council: the 

Vicar would check.  

Action: Vicar 

c) Friends. There was a preliminary discussion of the need to develop a Friends organisation, and 

whether it should be Friends of the Church, Friends of the Churchyard or Friends of both. It was 

agreed that the subject required a full discussion at the next meeting.  

Action: Vicar 
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d) Hut. Following the fire, the PCC confirmed its agreement (obtained by email consultation) that 

the hut should be demolished. A satisfactory insurance settlement had been achieved. It was 

agreed that the payment should be set to one side pending further discussion of the use of the 

site. 

e) Flagpole. An anonymous offer had been received to pay for the erection of a flagpole in the 

churchyard. The PCC acknowledged the generosity of this offer, but after discussion concluded 

that it should be declined, primarily for practical reasons. The Vicar would discuss with the 

potential benefactor whether there were other possible projects which might appeal, possibly 

in connection with Remembrance.  

Action: Vicar 

f) Floodlights. It was agreed that in view of the technical complexity of the project to 

repair/replace the floodlights, the architect should be asked to provide advice.  

Action: Vicar/Buildings Group 

18/38 Safeguarding 

The PCC noted the Anglican Church’s new guidelines on safeguarding. These would need to be 

taken into account in St Mary’s procedures. This would be a substantive item at the next meeting. 

There were no current matters to report. 

Resolved (nem con):  

That the terms of hiring of the Parish Centre should be adapted to ensure that hirers had 

safeguarding procedures in place and had acknowledged this obligation formally.  

Action: Buildings Group 

18/39 Finance 

The PCC received the financial report for the 6 months ending June 2018. It noted that income to 

date was below estimate. 

18/40 Legacies policy 

The PCC considered a draft legacies policy, to parallel the existing policy on non-financial gifts. 

Resolved (nem con):   

That the legacies policy be adopted, subject to minor amendments.  

Action: Vicar 

18/41 Knighton Remembers - Schools Facilitator 

The PCC considered proposed terms of appointment of a temporary Schools Facilitator to lead the 

Parish’s work with local schools in the events planned for the centenary of the First World War, at a 

cost of approximately £1k.  
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Proposed Mrs Oldershaw; seconded Mrs Britton: resolved (unanimously): 

That the appointment of a Schools Facilitator for the period proposed be approved; and that the 

Vicar identify a panel to carry out the interviews. 

Action: Vicar 

18/42 SEMP 

Arrangements to wind up the previous SEMP operations were noted. Any residual funds would be 

redistributed to the member parishes. The clergy would meet shortly to consider future 

arrangements for the mission partnership. 

18/43 Mothers’ Union 

It was noted that 2018 would be the 50th anniversary of Christingle. The Mothers’ Union would 

take the lead with the St Mary’s service, to be held on 9 December at 3.30pm. Collection boxes 

could be made available now. 

Action: Mrs Squires 

18/44 Tiny Tots 

It was noted that Tiny Tots was currently undersubscribed and would be suspended for the time 

being. The PCC expressed its appreciation to Coreen Hyde. 

18/45 Revd Neil Bullen 

The PCC congratulated Neil warmly on his appointment as vicar of a parish in Lincolnshire. It noted 

that his last service at St Mary’s would be on 30 September, and that his licensing would take place 

on 6 November. 

18/46 Minutes of the PCC 

The minutes of the meeting of the PCC held on 3 July 2018 were taken as read and approved. 

Progress on the action points identified at previous meetings was noted. 

18/47 Eucharistic Assistants 

With reference to minute 18/25, it was agreed that the approved list of Eucharistic Assistants 

should be displayed in church. 

18/48 Future meetings 

A revised schedule of meetings of the PCC and Standing Committee in 2019 was received and 

approved. 

18/49 Health and Safety 

With the exception of the matter reported under 18/37 (b) above, there were no incidents to 

report. The regular appliance testing had been scheduled. 
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18/50 Sub-groups 

a) Social and Fund-raising Group: the minutes of the meeting held on 23 July 2018 were received. 

b) Buildings Group: the minutes of the meeting held on 2 August 2018 were received. The minutes 

of 5 July 2018 would be circulated separately. 

18/52 Sound system 

It was agreed that it would be helpful to train more members of the congregation to adjust the 

sound system. 

Action: Mr Britton 

18/53 Next meeting 

 The next meeting would be held on Tuesday 13 November at 7.30pm in the Narthex. 

 

The meeting closed at 9.45pm with Grace. 

 

 

 

 

 


