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Returning to Public Worship 

Questions for members of the Knighton churches;                                       

St Mary Magdalen and St Guthlac. 

As you all know our church buildings have been closed due to the pandemic, but we 

are now being encouraged to make preparations to re-open for public worship, 

including on Sundays. We are still not able to meet for other purposes.  

This aim of this survey is to gauge your current feelings about the possibility of 

returning to regular church services under the current Government and Church of 

England guidelines. Your responses are anonymous (unless you choose to add your 

name) and will be kept confidential – although the collected results will be shared 

with our PCCs and wider congregations as appropriate. Please read the Background 

Notes before answering the questions. Your response can be made by email or by 

post (details at the end). 

BACKGROUND NOTES: 

Church Buildings 

In order to open either of our buildings for public worship we will need to implement 

the following guidelines in order to make them as “Covid-19 secure” as possible, and 

to implement the risk assessment recently agreed by the PCC: 

a. thoroughly spring clean the building after being closed for a prolonged period; 

b. mark out a one-way system where possible; 

c. introduce hand sanitiser stations on entry and exit; 

d. include 2 metre markings for queuing and moving around the building; 

e. indicate which seats can be used and which cannot, in order to accommodate 

social distancing  

f. display clear posters about hygiene and social distancing;  

g. tape off areas that are not to be used (including the kitchen and the toilets) 

and limit access to other certain areas; 

h. remove any books, Bibles, loose papers, pens, children’s toys, kneelers and 

other soft furnishings from around the building. 

Services 

When we do re-open for public worship we will need to follow strict guidelines. At 

the moment they mean: 

a. the singing of hymns or liturgy would not be possible, although we could have 

organ music; 

b. we would have single-use service sheets or words on the screen, but no 

books; 

c. we would have to maintain social distancing at all times, so there could be no 

exchange of the peace or physical contact, or refreshments; 
d. at Holy Communion services we would only be able to administer  

bread/wafers and not the wine;  
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e. there could be no kneeling at the altar rail and people would need to come 

forward one at a time to a central point to receive the bread. 

f. there may need to be some form of booking/ticketing system as  

the number permissible at any service is limited by social distancing 

restrictions; 

g. our ‘Virtual Worship’ service on a Sunday and midweek Compline would 

continue for those people who are still shielding or who don’t feel confident to 

return to the building, or who are in a vulnerable group.  

 

Questionnaire 

1. Please tell us which church you most frequently attend: 

 St Guthlac / St Mary Magdalen 

2. Are you completing this survey: 

a)   for yourself alone? 

b) for you and your partner? 

c) for your whole family? 

 

3.     Which statement best describes your attitude toward  

         returning to a worship service at a church in the benefice? 

 

a) I will return at the first opportunity we have; 

b) I will return at the first opportunity, but with concerns and precautions; 

c) I will wait several additional weeks; 

d) it may be quite a while before I return; 

e) I’m not sure. 

 

4.     In addition to the precautions indicated at the beginning  

         of this survey, what other ‘signals’ would you want to see   

         before you attend a service in a church building? Please  

         tick as many options as you feel appropriate for you.  

 

a) the number of daily infections reducing significantly;  

b) all social distancing measures being removed; 

c) the compulsory wearing of a face mask/covering; 

d) a vaccine has been found and is readily available to the public; 

e) none of these; 
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f) I’m not sure; 

g) something else (please state): 

 

5.      Given that we will continue with on-line worship and any    

          public worship in our buildings would be subject to the  

          above limitations and precautions, which of the following  

          options would you prefer until September? 

 

a) to have a simple Morning Prayer service on Sundays, and postpone Holy 

Communion services until we are all able to meet safely; 

b) to have a Holy Communion Service every Sunday for those able to attend 

(only bread permitted); 

c) to revert to our previous pattern of services across each month; 

d) to wait, and not open for public worship until September at the earliest.  

 

6.       There is guidance from the NHS about the various categories of risk   

          we may each be in:  

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/people-at-higher-

risk/whos-at-higher-risk-from-coronavirus/  

 

           If you are willing to share this information, please tell us which  

           category you consider yourself to be in: 

 

a) I am in the high risk group (“clinically extremely vulnerable”); 

b) I have been told to shield; 

b) I am in the moderate risk group (“clinically vulnerable”); 

c) I am not in either group, but I live with someone who is at high or moderate 

risk; 

d) I am not in either group; 

e) prefer not to answer. 

 

7.   Before lockdown were you a regular Church attender? 

a) Yes 

b) No 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/people-at-higher-risk/whos-at-higher-risk-from-coronavirus/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/people-at-higher-risk/whos-at-higher-risk-from-coronavirus/
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8. If you have been joining the on-line services and don’t normally 

come to services in our buildings, 

 a)   would you consider coming to church in the future? 

 b) would you prefer to continue with the on-line services? 

 

9.       When we re-open the church buildings we will need volunteers, who  

are not in vulnerable groups, to help get ready and act as stewards.    

(We will not be deep cleaning the buildings after each use since 

more than 72hours will elapse before they are used again.) 

          Please indicate below any roles that you would be willing and able  

          to take (and remember to add your name please!). 

 

• spring-cleaning before opening; 

• helping to mark out and prepare the building; 

• attending as a steward when the building is open for prayer; 

• attending as a steward when the building is open for public worship; 

• attending as a steward when the church is open for a wedding, baptism or 

funeral; 

• light cleaning and re-ordering after the church has been open. 

  

10. If you are willing to share this information, please tell us which age  

          group you are in:  

 

a) under 18 

b) 18-29 

c) 30-49 

d) 50-69 

e) 70+ 

f) prefer not to answer 

 

Thank you for completing this confidential survey. Please include below 

any final comments you have regarding the re-opening of our church 
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buildings and then return this questionnaire by email or post to the Revd 

Adrian Jones, or drop it through the Vicarage door: 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………… 

Rev’d Adrian Jones       adrian.jones@zoho.com 

The Vicarage, 
5 Church Lane, 
Knighton 

Leicester 
LE2 3WG 

 


