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       St Mary Magdalen Church, 

                        Knighton 

    Sunday 28th November 2021 

1st Sunday of Advent 

                                        

Join us in prayer, worship and life together,  

this Sunday and through the week  

 

Collect  

Almighty God, 

give us grace to cast away the works of darkness 

and to put on the armour of light, 

now in the time of this mortal life, 

in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great humility; 

that on the last day, 

when he shall come again in his glorious majesty 

 to judge the living and the dead, 

we may rise to the life immortal; 

through him who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 
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DIARY FOR THE WEEK 

 

The date of the next Service of Prayer for Healing, with Communion, after 

November is yet to be confirmed. 

  

Sunday Club, for children at primary school, meets during the 10.30am 

service on both the second and third Sundays of each month. Everyone is 

welcome even if it's your first time here! Just ask one of the Welcome 

Team to point out our leaders, and then say hello :) 

On the first Sunday we all stay together for All Age Worship, and on the 

fourth Sunday why not join us at 10.30 for the relaxed, cafe- style Church 

Club at St Guthlac's, Holbrook Road? 

 

 

 

Sunday 28th November 

1st Sunday of Advent 

9.00am          Weekly Eucharist (trad) 

10.30am       Sung Eucharist 

10.30am  Morning Prayer at St Guthlacs 

6.30pm           Advent Evening Service 

Monday 29th November 

Parish Office closed 

7.30pm  Advent Meditation St Guthlac's 

Tuesday 30th November  

Wednesday 1st December 7.00pm          Choir Practice 

8.00 pm         Compline on Zoom 

Thursday 2nd December  

Friday 3rd December 7.00pm          Choir Practice ’extra’  

Saturday 4th December 10.00am      Christmas Tree Festival 

- 5.00pm 

Sunday 5th December 

2nd Sunday of Advent 

9.00am          Weekly Eucharist (trad) 

10.30am       All Age Worship 

10.30am         Eucharist at St Guthlac’s 

12 noon        Christmas Tree Festival 

5.00pm          Carols in the Trees 
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Looking out for each other -  

continuing Corona Virus precautions at St Mary’s 

Whilst pandemic restrictions have been relaxed, we are continuing with 

precautions when we worship together on Sundays at St Mary’s so that 

we can play our part in protecting the most vulnerable members of our 

community. Please do continue to act with courtesy and kindness         

towards others who may prefer to be more or less cautious than yourself. 

The key precautions for our worship together are: 

 we will keep  the side chapels available as spaces for those who 

would prefer to continue sitting 2m apart; 

 we ask that you wear a face covering when moving around in church 

and whilst singing, but please feel able to take it off when sitting 

down. 

 please continue using hand sanitiser as you enter and leave; 

 we will continue to offer communion as wafers only and from the 

sanctuary step. 

 

Our fellowship together as Christians is an important part of our spiritual 

health – please help us to encourage and support each other by          

following these simple points.            Revd Adrian Jones 

 

*********************************************** 

 

Confirmation Congratulations - Congratulations and all our best   

wishes to Matthew and Clare's daughter, Constance Gough, who will be 

confirmed by the Bishop of Leicester on Sunday 5th December, in a    

service at St Anne's in the evening. Do pray for Constance and, in the 

weeks to come, encourage her in her faith.  
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Rediscovering Advent, Reclaiming Christmas 

We often complain about the way in which Christmas has become    

commercialised and the true meaning of our celebration has been lost. 

One important way to counter this trend and to make sure that we     

ourselves are keeping the focus in the right place, is to rediscover      

Advent as an important season of the year, and in its own right. 

Advent marks the beginning of the Christian year and can be seen as a 

time of preparation in a similar way to Lent. The colour used in church 

changes to purple, as a sign of this ‘work of the heart’, the inward and 

spiritual preparation that we take on so as to be ready once again, for 

the celebration of Christ’s birth. 

This year Advent Sunday falls on 28th November and the choir will be 

leading us in a special Advent Service here in St Mary’s at 6.30pm. This is 

the best possible way to begin the journey towards Christmas, so do 

please join us. 

This year there will also be four weekly Advent Meditations open to 

everyone - each Tuesday, 7.30pm at St Guthlac’s (31st  November, then 

7th, 14th and 21st December). Each will be hosted by a member of our 

Ministry Team and will provide 45-60 minutes of prayers, reflections and 

music to help us keep hold of Advent as the pressures of the holiday  

season begin to take over. 

Our Advent Fellowship Group will also meet on three Thursday      

mornings at the Vicarage, 5 Church Lane – 2nd, 9th and 16th December 

from 10-11.30am. Each week we will be looking at some of the different 

names of Jesus from the Bible, and sharing stories, prayers and coffee & 

cake! Everyone is welcome but please sign up first by using the list at the 

back of the church or by leaving a message on the Vicarage                 

answerphone (0116 270 4268). 

There are also many books and resources online to help you take a few 

minutes for daily reflection and prayer through Advent. You might like 

to take a look, for example, at the Archbishop of York's Advent Book for 

2021 – “Music of Eternity: Meditations for Advent with Evelyn Underhill”  

by Robyn Wrigley-Carr - which comes highly recommended. It’s available 

from Christian Resources at St Martin’s House in the city centre (0116  

261 5222).  

https://www.hive.co.uk/Search/Search?Author=Dr%20Robyn%20Wrigley-Carr
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Tearfund are offering daily email devotions called ‘Christmas in your 

global neighbourhood’ at   
https://www.tearfund.org/forms/advent-email-sign-up-form?tf_source=209720 

Alternatively you might like to use a book that I have found particularly 

helpful:  “Waiting here for you – an Advent journey of hope” by Louie   

Giglio. I have seven copies, each available for free or for a donation to 

Tearfund – just ask! 

I hope you’ll be able to rediscover Advent and so reclaim Christmas this 

year. 

Adrian 

************************************************ 

Looking ahead - your next step in Christian faith? During this season 

of Advent you may be thinking about how to take the next step forward 

in your Christian faith. If you are not already baptised then please do talk 

to Adrian about this important marker of commitment and God's grace. 

Our next service of baptism at St Mary's will be on Sunday 6th February 

2022. If you are baptised but not yet confirmed, then, again, please talk 

to Adrian or Matthew about the significance of receiving God's blessing 

through this special service. 

 

‘Come, Lord, Come’  

Advent readings, music and prayers  

in expectation of the coming of  

Jesus, the Son of God 

Advent Sunday 28th November 

2021   

                        Evening Service at 6.30pm  

                        St Mary Magdalen Church 

https://www.tearfund.org/forms/advent-email-sign-up-form?tf_source=209720
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Listening to God's Word 

Our Bible readings for Sunday 28th November are: 

 

Jeremiah 33.14-16  

 
14 ‘“The days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will fulfil the good 

promise I made to the people of Israel and Judah. 

 
 

Luke 21.25-36  

 
25 ‘There will be signs in the sun, moon and stars. On the earth, nations 

will be in anguish and perplexity at the roaring and tossing of the 

sea. 26 People will faint from terror, apprehensive of what is coming on 

the world, for the heavenly bodies will be shaken. 27 At that time they will 

see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great                

glory. 28 When these things begin to take place, stand up and lift up your 

heads, because your redemption is drawing near.’ 

29 He told them this parable: ‘Look at the fig-tree and all the 

trees. 30 When they sprout leaves, you can see for yourselves and know 

that summer is near. 31 Even so, when you see these things happening, 

you know that the kingdom of God is near. 

32 ‘Truly I tell you, this generation will certainly not pass away until all 

these things have happened. 33 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my 

words will never pass away. 

15 ‘“In those days and at that time 

    I will make a righteous Branch sprout from David’s line; 

    he will do what is just and right in the land. 
16 In those days Judah will be saved 

    and Jerusalem will live in safety. 

This is the name by which it[c] will be called: 

    The LORD Our Righteous Saviour.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah+33&version=NIVUK#fen-NIVUK-19792c
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34 ‘Be careful, or your hearts will be weighed down with carousing,  

drunkenness and the anxieties of life, and that day will close on you   

suddenly like a trap. 35 For it will come on all those who live on the face of 

the whole earth. 36 Be always on the watch, and pray that you may be 

able to escape all that is about to happen, and that you may be able to 

stand before the Son of Man.’ 

Get more out of the sermon! Sometimes we all need a little help to 

get the most out of the Sunday sermon or talk, and for some people 

learning through listening only is a particular challenge. To help out, 

we now have some useful cards that give us a hand in spotting the 

themes and key points of each talk. They look like this: 

 

We intend to keep a small pile of the cards at the back of church, so do 

please pick one up whenever you feel it will be helpful. It’s for your use 

only – the preacher doesn’t need to know how you use it! Adrian 
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More cake! If you still have time & energy after baking for the church 

bazaar, we'd love to have some more of your baking for the Christmas 

Tree Festival on 4th/5th December. If at all possible, please use Fairtrade 

ingredients (sugar, chocolate, etc) and please add a note if they include 

nuts of any kind. We can collect from you if that helps. Thanks!             

Alison Roche' 
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TELLING A NEW GENERATION 

    We will tell the next generation the praiseworthy deeds of the LORD, 

    his power, and the wonders he has done. 

…..he commanded our ancestors to teach their children, 

so the next generation would know them, 

    even the children yet to be born, 

    and they in turn would tell their children. 

(Psalm 78, verses 4 and 6) 

The Church Council (PCC) has committed to the creation of a new paid 

post called the Pioneer Children and Families Worker.  We know that 

children and their families should be key parts of the church today and 

in the future, and we know that  just doing ‘more of the same’ won’t  

help us make the local connections with them that we need—so this 

fresh approach is  urgently needed. 

 

Please pray with us in these next weeks: 

 that we would all ‘catch the vision’ for this new thing God may be 

doing among us; 

 that the PCC and others involved will have wisdom and good        

understanding as we make plans and seek advice; 

 that all the money and support we need will be provided; 

 that, even now, God might be preparing the way for us to find the 

right person. 

 

Please talk to myself, Matthew or anyone on the PCC to find out more. 

Adrian 
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Searching for good Christmas gifts? If you're on the hunt for Christmas gifts that 

are both meaningful and make a difference, then you might like to look at the 

range of 'alternative gifts' from one of the charities that we support as a church, 

Send-A-Cow.  

 Just £5 will pay for a 'Cool Cockerel' for an African family so that they can     

breed chicks and start their own small business. 

 £18 provides a 'Super-Hero Kid' - a young goat that will eat vegetable waste, 

grow to provide nutrition through milk and eventually allow the family to pass a 

kid on to others too.  

 £14 supplies the family with everything they need to make a keyhole garden 

and grow enough food for three meals a day, even in the face of an extreme      cli-

mate and poor soil. 

And there are lots more to choose from! You could even 'send a (local) cow' for 

£210. 

The Send-A-Cow gift catalogue is available at the back of the church - please take 

one and browse. Adrian 

 

Eco-Tip of the week  
 

How to green your laundry habits 

Laundry is one of those routine chores most of us do without even thinking about. Clothes, towels and 

bedding pile up. We throw them in the washer, slosh some detergent on top, then toss them in the dryer 

when they’re done. 

But laundry can make a big impact. There’s the amount of water and energy it takes to run a washer and 

dryer. There’s the impact of detergents on waterways and the plastic waste from laundry product con-

tainers and dryer sheets. And did you know that every time you wash fabrics made from synthetic mate-

rials (typically 60% of our laundry items) they shed countless microplastics that drain with the water and 

end up in rivers, lakes and the sea? 

Here are some ways to reduce the environmental impact of doing your washing: 

 Wash your clothes less often! This will extend the life of your clothes as well as saving energy and 

water. Use your eyes and nose to indicate whether an item really needs to be washed, and spot 

clean where this can avoid having to wash the entire garment. Hang clothes up to air after wearing 

rather than automatically putting them in the laundry basket after a single use. 

 Wash full loads only and use a cool setting  

 Air dry your laundry whenever you can 

 Choose an eco-friendly detergent and try to avoid additional laundry products such as tumble drier 

sheets, softeners and scented ironing water which are heavily marketed but can be done without 

 Choose natural fibres when buying new items 

 Consider buying a mesh bag designed to catch microfibres (eg Guppyfriend Bag) 
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New Bishop of Loughborough announced. 

The Queen has approved the nomination of the Reverend Malayil     

Lukose Varghese Muthalaly (known as Saju), as the new Suffragan  

Bishop of Loughborough. He succeeds the first-ever Bishop of     

Loughborough, the Right Revd Dr Guli Francis-Dehqani who became 

Bishop of Chelmsford earlier this year. 

 

Bishop-elect Saju said: “It is an honour and a joy to                              

be invited to    become the next Bishop of                                     

Loughborough and I am looking forward to getting to                    

know the people of Leicestershire. 

 

“My priorities in ministry are profoundly relational.                                 

If I have felt anointed in anything, it is in forming friendships,          

gathering God’s    people, and creating hospitable and loving spaces in 

which people can grow in faith, hope, justice and love. 

 

“I have a deep desire for the flourishing of all people, particularly the 

poor, those at the margins of our world. I grew up in a leprosy hospital 

in the city of Bangalore, India, where my mother worked as a nurse. 

From my earliest memory, my heart has bent towards those who live in        

poverty.”  

 

For the last seven years, Bishop-elect Saju has been the vicar of St 

Mark’s and St Mary’s Island, Gillingham, in the Diocese of Rochester, 

Kent. He will be moving, with his wife and four children, to the diocese 

in the spring. 

 

Bishop of Leicester, the Rt Revd Martyn Snow said: “We are delighted 

that Saju is coming to join us in the Diocese of Leicester where we 

cherish the wide diversity of our worshipping communities and are 

looking to strengthen parishes and help them do more with their local 

schools. We look forward to the energy and enthusiasm Saju brings, 

knowing that he will be a Bishop who is first and foremost a disciple 

committed to listening and learning as he joins us in our vision of  

seeking the Kingdom of God.”  
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A huge thank you 

Whilst really wanting to slip away unnoticed last Sunday and last      

evening, it didn't seem to work out like that! 

The reason being that folk were extremely kind both in their words,   

messages and in what I was given... all of which I really don't think I     

deserve! 

I have always felt, either in a Parish, University or Cathedral, that lovely 

folk are so difficult to say goodbye to. At the end of the Faure Requiem 

on Wednesday, tears were welling up and I was glad I was facing a    

wonderful choir rather than the congregation! 

Anyway, as my life necessarily takes a new direction, I am still around 

and I would ask for your prayers in the coming weeks and months. So 

many thanks for your generosity in the words and in what I was so 

kindly given. 

 

Love and prayers, 

Stephen 
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PLANNED GIVING SCHEME 

Regular giving is an integral part of our church life   supporting our day 

to day costs, ministry and mission.   A good way to achieve this is 

through a weekly envelope or a monthly bank standing order as part of 

our Planned Giving Scheme. Scheme  details can be obtained from Lorna 

Pollard, Planned Giving Scheme Secretary: telephone 01162704272 or   

email:   stmarysknighton.giving@gmail.com. If you are 

a taxpayer and gift aid your giving, our church can 

claim an additional 25%.    
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Contact details:   

 Vicar: Adrian Jones          0116 270 4268 or 07919 262399 

  adrian.jones@zoho.com (rest day normally Friday) 

 Curate: Revd Matthew Gough     07754 961997 

 revgough@gmail.com   (rest day  normally Friday) 

 Ordinand: Cecilia Adjadje    07425 705221  

 cadjadje@yahoo.com   (Wed, Thurs, Sat, Sun)   

 Revd Aphro McCullough     0116 283 7887   

 aphro.mccullough@btinternet.com 

 Revd Canon Dr Stephen Foster   07966 376905 

 safpta6@gmail.com     

 Revd Janet Gasper       0116 288 9646 

 jgasper925@gmail.com   

 Lay Reader: Fiona Wingate    07515 752954 

 fiona.wingate@talktalk.net 

 Churchwarden: Sian Howard    07932 557646  

 sian.howard@tiscali.co.uk     

 Churchwarden: Beryl Bonfield         0116 2702202   

       berylbonfield1945@gmail.com 

 Parish Administrator: James Gutteridge  0116 270 2705                                                    

 office@knightonparish.co.uk 

 

  

mailto:berylbonfield1945@gmail.com
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Please pray….. "but you, dear friends, by building yourselves up in your 

most holy faith and praying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in God’s 

love as you wait for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to bring you to 

eternal life. "  (Jude, 20-21)    

 

Praying for the World: Please pray for all those who feel forced to leave 

their homes for far-off destinations because of conflict, oppression and 

poverty, in search of a better life. Pray that those of us who know safety 

and plenty would also know how to respond generously and kindly to 

migrants, refugees and asylum seekers.  

 

Praying for the Church: Pray that this season of Advent would be a time 

when the whole church learns to listen better to God, and prepare      

ourselves for the new things he is doing - just as we listen to the old   

stories and prepare ourselves for Christmas celebrations.  

 

Praying for the Parish: Please pray for the peace and well-being of all 

those who live on Kingsmead Road, Northfold Road, Eastcourt Road, 

Westgate Road, Lynholme Road, Deancourt Road. 

 

Praying for those in need: 

We pray for all those who are unwell at the moment, whether in body. 

mind or spirit, and all those with troubling investigations and diagnoses.          

We especially pray for all those with long-term ailments, including        

Judi Stone, Jennifer Clarke, Andrew, and Jenny C. 

 

We pray for all those on our parish 'Continuing Prayer' list. May they 

know the power of God's healing love at work in their lives today. 

We give thanks for those who have been healed and restored. 

 

We remember those who have died recently and pray for their families 

and friends. Bryan Harpin 

 

We remember all those whose anniversaries fall at this time.  


