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Creatures of our God and King 
 
Pets and Animal Welfare Service 
 

s part of our season of Creationtide, 
we wanted to focus on the creatures 
which bring such joy and pleasure - our 

pets! It has been a long-standing tradition in 
many churches to offer Pet Blessing services, 
perhaps made most familiar through 
television’s The Vicar of Dibley.  

It has been particularly apparent during 
lockdown how much people have appreciated 
the companionship and focus of our pets. 

Of course, the animal kingdom also has our 
domesticated farm animals and wild animals 
to consider. With this in mind, we heard from 
Cosmo about the rainforest, Mizzmoo the 
dancing cow from Wistow, as well as a more 

serious presentation from Knighton Animal Welfare activist Bev 
Hart for Leicestershire Hedgehog Rescue. We learned the 
importance of feeding the right food (dog and cat food but not 
milk or biscuits) and how we can cut holes in our garden fences 
to allow thoroughfare. 

The biblical focus was on living sustainably, as commanded by the 
need to respect the Sabbath including resting animals and the 
land; and Mark's gospel commission to preach good news for the 
whole of creation. Restoration and redemption are not just for 

humanity but for all of God's creation.   (Continued on p 8) 
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Vicar’s Letter  

 
 
Friends 
 

’m sure you remember starting 
the new school year in 
September and being given the 

essay title “What I did during the 
summer holidays” ! Perhaps, like 
me, you found it rather a struggle to 
recall the details and then to 
rehearse them on paper in a way 
that the English teacher would find 
satisfying. 

With young children shaping our 
daily life at the Vicarage, we still 
find that the pattern of our year 
tracks very closely the school terms 
and holidays, and this summer it felt 
as if we needed our holidays more 
than ever. As the pandemic 
restrictions have eased and we have 
enjoyed the new freedom brought 
by the vaccines, it seems that 
people in all walks of life are weary 
and yet restless, feeling both 
battered and emptied. We urgently 
need places and times to reconnect 
with ourselves and with each other, 
to reflect and think through what 
has been happening to us all, and to 

drag some sense and perspective 
out of the last eighteen months. 

Thankfully, we were blessed with 
two weeks of glorious sunshine for 
our camping in Cornwall, and at the 
same time the chance to get to 
know our new-born granddaughter. 
It was a great way to begin the 
school break. 

Later, we enjoyed our usual stay at 
Scargill House in Wharfdale, North 
Yorkshire for the Summerfest 
holiday week. Surrounded by the 
loving care of a fun-loving Christian 
community, with worship, teaching 
and plenty of activities, I felt at last 
that I was beginning to unpack 
some of the anxiety, stress and 
gloom that has sat alongside the 
mutual support and moments of 
cheer of the pandemic months.  

God has certainly not been silent or 
inactive during the pandemic, and I 
sense his voice speaking again now. 
Perhaps first of all, he is reminding 
us to keep listening, as the 
temptation to immerse ourselves in 
a busy church life again grows 
strong. Perhaps he is also telling us 
to remember who we have lost, and 
that simply ‘getting back to normal’ 
would be the waste of a painfully-
gained opportunity to reshape the 
way that we share our lives as 
Christians and serve the world that 
God loves. I’m certain that he is 
telling us to take the time, and to 
make the effort, to reconnect with 
ourselves and each other. 

I 
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Before we begin the Christian year 
once more at the beginning of 
Advent, we have, more or less, 
three months for a season of 
listening, remembering and 
reconnecting. Can I urge you to use 
this season well?  

Before we move on too quickly, let’s 
encourage each other to tell our 
pandemic stories, as we listen with 
care and support. As we look back 
and remember the people and the 
opportunities that we have lost to 
the pandemic, let’s also remember 
the lessons we have learnt about 
the importance of everyone in the 
community. Finally, with other 
demands on us growing once more, 
let’s take this opportunity to 
reconnect, giving time to our 
relationships and also, importantly, 
to looking after ourselves. 

God continues to walk with us 
through these difficult times and he 
reaches out with his reassurance:  

“I have upheld (you) since your birth, 
and have carried (you) since you 
were born. Even to your old age and 
grey hairs, I am he, I am he who will 
sustain you. I have made you and I 
will carry you; I will sustain you and I 
will rescue you.” (Isaiah 46.3-4) 

Yours in friendship and Christ’s 
service, 

Adrian 

 

 

Blackberries and 
beyond… 

 
Why I read the Bible 

 
ow is reading the Bible like 
picking blackberries? Let me 
explain ... 

There are many good reasons for 
reading the Bible. It could be that 
you’re interested in the history of 
ancient Near-Eastern civilisations, or 
in the development of their law 
codes and moral values. It could be 
that you appreciate fine poetry or 
the inspiring wisdom of thoughtful 
people from past times. You might 
enjoy literary criticism and putting 
the text alongside other 
foundational scriptures and 
writings. 

You might read the Bible for the 
stories of heroes and villains, or for 
the intriguing, mysterious 
prophecies and visions. You might 
come to the New Testament 
specifically to discover more about 
the figure of Jesus, his life and the 
sayings attributed to him.  

You might read on because you 
want to understand how simple 
gatherings of believers in this man 
grew to become an international 
organisation of staggering power 
and influence in Western 
philosophy, politics, art and science 
for two thousand years.  

H 
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All of these things are fine, sound 
reasons for reading the Bible.  
Generations of Christians across 
history and around the world today 
will testify that the Bible provides all 
of this … but also much, much more; 
something unique and priceless.  

It is the reason that countless 
martyrs from Polycarp (died 155) to 
William Tyndale (died 1536), to 
Archbishop Janani Luwum (died 
1977) and beyond, have been 
willing to give up their lives. It is the 
reason that one group of Chinese 
Christians today is seeking 50,000 
Bibles for new believers.* It is also 
the reason why owning a Bible is 
either illegal or severely restricted 
in 52 countries around the world.** 

And this is also the reason that I 
read the Bible. 

Uniquely, the Bible gives us the 
whole story of God’s purpose and 
action, in the creation of all things 
and the rescuing of humanity 
through the person of Jesus. It 
reveals how all of human history is 
held in God’s hands – it is our story 
as well as God’s.  

The Bible has its centre of gravity in 
Jesus Christ – he’s the Saviour who 
fulfils the calling of God’s ancient 
people Israel, and opens up 
friendship with God to all of 
humanity. The Bible tells us that 
although we struggle to fix our own 
problems, let alone the 
environmental crisis and the needs 

of the world’s poor, God himself has 
entered our world in the person of 
Jesus, to turn it round. 

This story of Jesus, told through the 
many kinds of writing that make up 
the Bible, has the power to change 
and transform our lives.  Unlike 
other books, this one reads us when 
we read it. From its pages a living 
voice speaks and calls to us. As the 
Bible puts it: “All scripture is inspired 
by God”, and although it is 
influenced and shaped by the 
personalities and culture of the 
human writers, it is ultimately a 
message from God. *** 

Through it, God reveals himself and 
communicates with us. This 
understanding isn’t revealed to 
those who are clever or privileged, 
but to those who come to the Bible 
with a hunger to know God and 
with faith in his loving kindness. 

The Bible is the most read, loved 
and burned book of all time, and 
the world’s best seller. It is a 
limitless source of guidance and 
hope that is open to everyone, 
without restriction, and that is why 
the powers of evil in the world want 
to silence it. The Bible reveals to us 
the heart of God in Jesus, and 
through it, God reaches out to us to 
rescue and renew us. 

This is why I read the Bible. 

But like picking blackberries, some 
ways of reading the Bible are more 
fruitful than others. Some berries 
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are easy to reach, but some of the 
best need a more careful and 
considered approach. Experienced 
berry-pickers know what tools are 
helpful (stick, gloves, basket, steps), 
and the benefits of working with 
others. And even when you return 
to the same brambles, there are 
more berries to be picked, recently 
ripened or previously unnoticed.  

Picking blackberries can give you a 
nice crumble, but reading the Bible 
can change your life.  

Begin with the story of Jesus. Ask 
God to show you more of himself as 
you read. Talk with other Christians 
about what you discover. And get 
your life lined up with God’s good 
intentions for you. 

Find out more by following this link: 

https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/ex
plore-the-bible/new-to-the-bible/ 

or talk to one of the Ministry Team. 

Adrian Jones 

 

* https://www.asiaharvest.org/are-
there-enough-bibles-in-china-today 

** https://lovepackages.org/bibles-
dangerous-illegal-covert/ 

***https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/e
xplore-the-bible/ 

 

 
 

All Creatures Great and 
Small – pets, nostalgia 
and Christian virtues 
 

 expect that, by the time you are 
reading this, our ‘Pet Blessing’ 
service on 19th September will 

have come and gone and hopefully 
been a success. 

As one of the musicians involved, 
for me the planning of this 
particular piece of superb music by 
Johnny Pearson led to a lot of 
nostalgia over the original tv series, 
which ran from 1978 to 1990. The 
first three series cover the three 
years before WWII and follow a fish-
out-of-water theme – the ‘fish’ in 
this case is newly-qualified vet 
James Herriot, who comes to 
practise in the unfamiliar 
surroundings of the Yorkshire Dales 
(in fictional ‘Darrowby’). It triggers a 
kind of double-nostalgia in me: I 
remember enjoying watching those 
early series with my parents and 
sister as I was studying for O-Levels; 
and also feeling nostalgia for the 
pre-war time when it was set.  

Having bought the DVD complete 
set recently and slowly immersed 
myself in it, it has had the same 
effect on me now. Of course, I never 
lived through that period, but my 
much-loved grandparents and 
elderly aunts and uncles were 
shaped by it; so it is very tangible 
for me. 

I 
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Knighton Players Presents 

The Sword In The Stone 

By Ian Jones 

 

Saturday 9th October 1.30 pm & 6.00 pm 

St Mary’s Church Brinsmead Rd, Leicester  

Tickets: Adult £7.00 Children £5.00 

Available from Tanya Willis & Ann Swanson 

Or contact knightonplayers@ntlworld.com 

Profits in aid of  MENPHYS (supporting Leicestershire children and young people 

with disabilities for over 50 years) 

 

 
Please be aware, due to Covid precautions, we would ask you to 

observe social distancing and wear a face covering where possible? 

Although there will be a short interval, refreshments will not be 
available and there will not be a raffle. 

Toilets are available in the church. 

Knighton Players apologise for these measures but feel that they will 
be in the best interests of all present. 

 



KNIGHTON BENEFICE MAGAZINE 

 
 

7 

That inter-war period was a time of 
huge changes. There was great 
economic and political instability, 
culminating in the inevitable 
military conflict. Motor vehicles and 
roads were re-shaping the 
environment in both towns and in 
rural settings. And breakthroughs in 
molecular medicine began to offer 
real hope of combatting diseases 
which were hitherto uncurable in 
both people and animals.  

Yet, if there was one relatively 
constant factor throughout all this, 
it was the underpinning of the 
Church in people’s lives. I think this 
is one reason why I’m attracted to 
this period. I find it hard to imagine 
what it must be like growing up in a 
community where almost everyone 
attends Church and where Church is 
at the centre of everyone’s life, not 
just a loyal minority. In the last 
century, Anglican church 
attendance actually peaked around 
1930 and has been in slow decline 
ever since. * 

When All Creatures Great and Small 
first aired in 1978, I was just 14. God 

didn’t seem to me to be at the 
centre of my life then. I had 
attended strong C of E schools up to 
the age of 12 but then entered a 
secular comprehensive school; and 
my parents didn’t attend church. 
When I came to look at this series 
again some 43 years after I first saw 
it, I was seeing it in a fresh light and 
was particularly interested to see 
whether the integration of the 
Anglican church in the lives of the 

vets and people of Darrowby 
was properly considered by 
the makers of the series.  

I am happy to report that it is, 
although it is quite subtle. We 
occasionally see our troupe 
coming back from church on a 
Sunday morning; the local 
vicar appears in the pub and 
organizing local activities; and 
copious biblical quotation is 

present in the script, as the people 
of the time would likely have used 
it. Perhaps above all, the storylines 
often revolve around the virtues of 
selfless helping of neighbours and 
trusting that God will provide all we 
need, even when money just isn’t 
coming in. 

However, the series has its flaws. 
The first three series are certainly 
the best. When the cast returned 
after an 8-year hiatus, much was 
changed (including the cast 
themselves) and many storylines get 
recycled. 
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If you too feel a hankering for a 
dose of nostalgia and veterinary 
science in the context of Christian 
lives well-lived, I recommend this 
series. By all means borrow the 
DVDs from me if you don’t have 
access to it over a streaming 
platform like Netflix (yes, I barely 
know what this is either). As an 
addendum, I’d also like to add how 
much I enjoyed Pearson’s incidental 
music for this series – it isn’t just the 
theme tune that is worth listening 
to, as outstanding as it is. 

Sian Howard 
1 https://www.christian-
research.org/reports/archives-and-
statistics/uk-church-overview/  

 

Pets and Animals service 
(from page 1) 
We had many beautiful calm dogs, 
Morris the donkey, who was very 
well behaved, a hen, a cat and a 
number of stuffed animals! Several 
people came to church for the first 
time, and some commented that 
they had always wanted to bring 
their dog to church. 

I am very grateful to the band, 
Michael, Andrew, Sian, Charles and 
Julie, for their willingness to change 
plans at the last minute when the 

congregation voted with their feet 
against the wet weather to come 
indoors. Despite the soggy 
outdoors, there was such a sense of 
joy and celebration with our animal 
friends: our duty to care and protect 
them was made more apparent 
through their gentle demeanour, 
and we worshipped alongside them. 

Let's do this again soon ... 

Matthew 

 

Going Eco as community 
mission 
 

his September, our Benefice 
churches are marking 
Creationtide (September-

October). We will celebrate God's 
creation and focus on the part we 
play in harming as well as cultivating 
our environment.  

T 
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The community beyond the church 
is motivated about Climate Change - 
or Climate Emergency to be more 
up-to-date and realistic - like never 
before. 

Locally, partnering with Knighton 
Wild has meant joining in their fun 
day with hosting a duck race in the 
Wash Brook, which was great fun, 
with 70 toy ducks competing.  

 
The pictures show our stall selling 
ducks, promoting Eco Church and 
one of the winners of the race. 
Funds raised will provide 
birdfeeders in the St Mary's church 
yard with Knighton With and looked 
after by Sir Jonathan North School's 
Eco Club. 

As covered in this magazine before, 
the Womble litter pickers are 

proving incredibly fun, worthwhile 
and popular. We benefited from 
them targeting Knighton one 
evening in August. 

We joined in, and between us 
collected 25 bags of rubbish 
including two from the church yard 
at St Mary's. Knighton was spotless, 
for at least one evening! Look 
around our area and country lanes: 
are the highways cleaner with less 
litter? The South Leicestershire 
Wombles, pictured here, claim that 
once they have targeted an area, it 
stays tidier for longer with thee 
being less litter or fly tipping to add 
to. 

Think this Creationtide, what is our 
impact on the natural world for 
good or bad? Pray for government 
and corporate actions to be carried 
out following the Glasgow 
November climate summit. At 
harvest, let's share and enjoy God's 
goodness together. Come and hear 
the interesting Leicestershire 
speakers we have leading sermons 
at the services. 

Revd Matthew 
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Save the Date  
 

 
 
The Christmas Tree Festival team 
have thought long and hard about 
the feasibility of holding a Christmas 
Tree Festival this year and decided, 
although it is still in the planning 
stage, that we will be open on 
December 4th and 5th to the public.  

We are hoping to extend the 
opening dates when we will invite 
residents in care homes, and 
possibly other identified groups.  

The times are to be decided, and 
things may change if there is new 
Government guidance. 

Individuals, families, businesses, 
charities, community groups, and 
schools will be welcome to 
showcase their creative flair and 
decorate, or create, a tree.  

It will be a great opportunity for 
local organizations/businesses to 
support what was a popular 
community event in 2019. If you 
remember, we had over 1000 adults 

and 500 children visit us at St 
Mary’s in 2019.  The Christmas Tree 
Festival team were immensely 
grateful to everyone who helped 
make the event possible. 

People worked tirelessly supporting 
the event - moving pews, setting up 
and draping the tables; not 
forgetting helping to sell raffle 
tickets, making beautiful artefacts 
to sell, collecting admission, baking 
cakes, serving tea and organizing a 
children’s activity. There were even 
two craft sessions where we made 
small trees.  The list goes on, and I 
apologize to any not mentioned.  

But here’s the thing – we need help 
again this year. There is a job for 
everyone who is able to help make 
this year’s festival another success. 
If you feel you can do anything, no 
matter how small you think your 
contribution would be, please get in 
touch with one of us: 

Sue Holligan email:   
s.holligan@hotmail.co.uk   

Alison Palmer email: 
ajmp9@hotmail.com  Tel. 0116  
2706055 

Ida Stanyer email :   
ida.stanyer49@gmail.com  

We look forward to hearing from 
you.  

 

Sue Holligan 
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Travellers’ Tales 

An unusual dedication 

 
During the summer, Sue and I have 
walked several stretches of the 
lovely Norfolk Coast Path, taking in 
(not all in the same walk of course) 
such places as Brancaster, Holkham, 
Wells-next-the-sea and Stiffkey 
(famous for its naughty rector, but 
that’s a story for another article). I 
am sure there are many readers 
who share our fondness for the 
unspoilt beauty and variety of the 
north Norfolk coast. 

Our most recent walk took us from 
Cromer to the village of 
Trimingham, where we discovered a 
that the parish church had a 
particularly unusual dedication – to 
St John the Baptist’s Head. Not to 
the Baptist himself, but to his head. 

Before the reformation, Trimingham 
was a place of pilgrimage. Amiens 
cathedral in France was among the 
places claiming to have the real 
head of John the Baptist. 
Trimingham apparently did not 
make that claim, but it had a life-

sized alabaster carving of the head, 
which attracted pilgrims unable to 
make the longer journey to France. 
 
Sadly – but not surprisingly – the 
Trimingham head did not survive 
the reformation, though the rood 
screen, much of which has been 
saved, does include a carving of the 
Saint’s head on a platter.  
 
Nigel Siesage 
 

The power of a well-
chosen hymn 

y father was a member of 
an RAF ground crew 
working in North Africa 

during WW2. He made his way from 
Algeria across to the Persian Gulf 
between 1942 and 1946 as the 
battle against Rommel’s forces was 
waged across the desert. He spoke 
little of his wartime experiences, 
although, being a keen amateur 
photographer, he left me with 2 
beautifully organised photo albums 
recording his time in Africa, the 
friends he made there and the 
places he visited.  But apart from 
these albums and the bare facts 
gleaned from his demob papers and 
RAF records, I had little by way of 
understanding what this wartime 
experience meant to him.  I could 
only speculate on the effect my 
father’s first overseas visit ever had 
on him – a man brought up in a 

M 
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small village just to the north of 
Durham city. 

Then during lockdown, as I was 
using the time to sort out a 
cupboard full of family papers 
untouched for years, I found a cache 
of letters my father wrote to my 
mother as they were ‘courting’ 
during 1951.  In among these was 
his account of what happened on 
Sunday evenings when he was 
stationed in a place called Setif in 
the North African desert, so far 
from home.  I found this story very 
moving, and it might strike a chord 
(forgive the musical pun) with some 
of you also.  

On Sunday mornings, the C of E 
chaplain attached to my father’s 
unit (‘a very decent chap’) held a 
morning service along traditional 
Anglican lines, which he attended.  
But as a lifelong Methodist, he was 
delighted to learn that in a 
neighbouring camp there was a 
Methodist army chaplain who had 
organised a ‘Free Church’ evening 
service.  So he and a group of about 
2 dozen Methodists, Baptists and 
other like-minded friends 
approached their camp adjutant 
and asked if they could have 
transport for Sunday evenings to 
take them to the service.  He 
agreed, and they drove over in a 
lorry.  He doesn’t give many details 
of the content of these services, 
although he says they were inspiring 
(‘I felt their real worth’) but what 

struck me was that each week they 
sang what was known as the ‘Eight 
to Eight hymn’.  Why?  Well, the 
little service in North Africa always 
ended at 8pm with the singing of a 
certain hymn, and the chaplain had 
arranged with his home church in 
England that they would also sing 
this hymn at the same time each 
Sunday and remember the 
servicemen fighting in the desert.  
Hence it was the ‘Eight to Eight’ 
hymn – a musical and spiritual 
bridge between home and overseas 
for those missing their loved ones.  
My father’s letter says, ‘there is no 
need to try and describe one’s 
feelings while singing – the whole 
hymn is a prayer.’ 

And what was this hymn which 
meant so much to him and the 
other men at these services?  It was 
number 916 in the ‘old’ Methodist 
hymn book, under the section 
‘Travellers & Absent Friends’, sung 
to the tune ‘Cairnbrook’, and my 
father brought a copy home with 
him.  The words are as follows, and 
can be used (as I now do) as a 
prayer for those dearly missed who 
are no longer with us: 

 
Holy Father, in Thy mercy,  
Hear our anxious prayer;  
Keep our loved ones, now far 
distant,  
‘Neath thy care.  
 
Jesus, Saviour, let Thy presence 
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Be their light and guide; 
Keep, O keep them, in their 
weakness, 
At Thy side. 
 
When in sorrow, when in danger, 
When in loneliness,  
In Thy love look down and comfort 
Their distress. 
 
May the joy of Thy salvation  
Be their strength and stay; 
May they love and may they praise 
Thee 
Day by day. 
 
Holy Spirit, let Thy teaching  
Sanctify their life; 

Send Thy grace that they may 
conquer 
In the strife. 
 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit,  
God, the One in Three, 
Bless them, guide them, save them, 
keep them 
Near to Thee. 

 
(Isabel Stephana Stevenson, 1843-
90) 
 
Margaret Bonney 
 

 

 

 
People 
A comparatively new face 
in the Knighton Benefice 
 

 year ago, Michal Kmet 
arrived in our benefice on 
placement from the Parish of 

St. Mary de Castro in Leicester, 
helping to discern direction of his 
service within the Church of 
England.  Living in Leicester for 11 
years, Michal is anxious to improve 
his ability in speaking English. 

Born in Slovakia, Michal has an 
older sister and a twin brother, 
fireman Miroslav. Their mother, a 
carer, travels fortnightly to a home 
in Austria.  Grandad was a 
committed organist. 

Michal graduated with a Master’s 
degree in teaching Religious 
Education, plus at a later date  

A 
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Ecology/Environmental Science.  His 
hobby is History.  As a teaching 
assistant during a gap year, he 
helped children with hearing 
problems. 

Brought up as a Roman Catholic and 
eventually joining the Church of 
England, he has experienced serving 
at St. Mary de Castro and also at St. 

Thomas’ Church, South Wigston as 
one of their bell ringers. 

His time with us during the 
pandemic has been fraught with 
lack of meeting people and 
participating in services; however, 
he has witnessed the restoration of 
St Mary’s steeple and our 
endeavours to be an Eco Church 
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which he supports and prays for its 
successful journey. 

Weekday employment is at Blanson 
Engineering company in 
Narborough, manufacturer of cast 
acrylic items for a medical 
profession. 

Michal really appreciates our 
weekly zoomed Compline services, 
seeing twenty and more people 
happily meeting together for 
conversation and night prayer.  He 
also joined the discipleship group 
Living Waters. 

At the heart of the Bible he finds the 
150 Psalms comforting in all phases 
of life:  joy, sorrow and nature. 
Many have a musical reference and 
this leads to his favourite hymn: 

All people that on earth do dwell,  
Sing to the Lord with cheerful 
voice, 

Him serve with fear, his praise 
forth tell,  

Come ye before him and rejoice’. 
 
Another placement will soon be 
decided but Michal will leave with 
the blessings of  our Benefice, 
assuring him of a warm welcome in 
future years. 
 
Lorna Kirk 
 

Planned giving 
egular giving is an integral 
part of our church life, 
supporting our day-to-day 

costs, ministry and mission. These 
needs are not lessened during the 
pandemic. A good way to achieve 
this is through a weekly envelope or 
a monthly bank standing order as 
part of our Planned Giving Scheme. 
Scheme details can be obtained from 
the Planned Giving secretaries of 
each parish (see Contacts pages). If 
you are a taxpayer and gift aid your 
giving, our churches can claim an 
additional 25%.

 
Services 
 
New regular pattern of Sunday worship at St Mary’s 
 
1st Sunday  9am   Weekly Eucharist (contemporary language) 
  10.30am  All Age Worship 
2nd Sunday 9am   Weekly Eucharist (traditional language) 
  10.30am  (Sung) Eucharist 
3rd Sunday 9am   Weekly Eucharist (contemporary language) 
  10.30am  “Fresh” Morning Worship 
4th Sunday 9am   Weekly Eucharist (traditional language) 
  10.30am  (Sung) Eucharist 

R 
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Forthcoming Sunday services at St Guthlac’s 
 
26th September  10.30  Morning Prayer  
3rd October  10.30  Eucharist  
10th October  10.30  All Age Worship  
17th October  10.30   Eucharist 

 
Contacts and Who’s Who

Benefice Ministry Team 
 
Vicar 
Revd Adrian Jones 
(day off normally Friday) 

 
0116 270 4268 
or 07584 
954414 

 
adrian.jones@zoho.com 

Assistant Curate 
Revd Matthew Gough  
(day off normally Friday) 

 
07754 961997 

 
Revgough@gmail.com 

Revd Aphro McCullough 0116 283 7887 aphro.mccullough@btinternet.c
om 

Revd Canon Dr Stephen Foster 07966 376905 safpta6@gmail.com 

Revd Janet Gasper 0116 288 9646 janet.gasper@hotmail.co.uk 

Reader 
Fiona Wingate 

 
07515 752954 

 
Fiona.wingate@talktalk.net 

 
 
St. Guthlac’s 
Church Wardens 
David Hunt, Tina Jarvis 
churchwardens@stguthlac-
knighton.co.uk 
 
Parish Administrator 
Jane Wright 

administrator@stguthlac-
knighton.co.uk 
 
Deanery Synod  
Fiona Wingate 
 
PCC Secretary 
Lesley Meakin 
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PCC Treasurer 
David Hunt 
 
Sacristan  
Steve Bowyer 
 
Parochial Church Council 
The Vicar, the Associate Priest, the 
Church Wardens, the PCC Secretary, 
the PCC Treasurer, The Deanery 
Synod representative; and Steve 
Bowyer, Chris Bullough, Yolanda 
Courtney, Jean Gabbar, Peter Lakin, 
Brenda Lee, Ann Swanson, Jane 
Wright 
 
Children and Vulnerable Adults 
Advocate 
Tina Jarvis  
 
Child Protection/Safeguarding 
Adults Co-ordinator 
Anne Hunt  
safeguarding@stguthlac-
knighton.co.uk 
 
Diocesan Safeguarding Officer  
Rachael Spiers 
0116 2616341  
rachael.spiers@leccofe.org 
 
Planned Giving Scheme 
David Hunt 
 
Electoral Roll 
Jane Wright 
 
Flower Rota    
Cheryl Brewer 

 
Church Group    
Lesley Meakin 
 
Youth Group    
Tina Jarvis 
 
Knighton Players   
David Hunt 
 
Memory Cafe    
Tina Jarvis 
Community Cafe   
Lesley Meakin 
 
Tea and Talk     
Tina Jarvis 
 
Organ studentship co-ordinator 
Yolanda Courtney 
 
Holbrook Hall Caretakers & 
bookings 
Mark & Steph  
 
 

St Mary’s 

Church Wardens  
Sian Howard 
07932 557 646 
sian.howard@tiscali.co.uk 
 
Beryl Bonfield 
0116 270 2202 
berylbonfield1945@gmail.com 
 
Parish Administrator 
James Gutteridge 
office@knightonparish.co.uk  
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Deanery Synod  
Bob Rutland  
David Stanyer  
 
PCC Secretary  
Nigel Siesage 
07910 850 198 
nigel.siesage@gmail.com  
(Magazine business to 
stmaryknighton.magazine@gmail.com 
please) 
 
PCC Treasurer 
Amanda Beck 
07732 020 023 
adb567@hotmail.com 
 
Sacristan 
David Ardley 
0116 221 9604 
 
Parochial Church Council 
The Vicar, the Curate, the Church 
Wardens, the PCC Secretary, the 
PCC Treasurer, The Deanery Synod 
representatives; and Josh Crick 
deBoom, Michael Kirk, Andrew 
Oldershaw, David Palmer, Lorna 
Pollard, Judith Rudd, David Stanyer, 
Ida Stanyer  
 
Children and Vulnerable Persons 
Advocate 
John Astles 
07976 391 558  
 
Child Protection/Safeguarding 
Adults Co-ordinator 
Cora Paul 
0116 367 8954  

 
Bell Ringers  
Jane Salt 
0116 270 6293 
 
Planned Giving Scheme  
Lorna Pollard 
0116 270 4272  
 
Envelope Secretary  
Helen Long 
0116 270 7781  
 
Electoral Roll 
Eileen McKellican 
0116 270 0714 
 
Flower Guild 
Deborah Martin 
0116 270 7525  
 
Magazine Editor 
Nigel Siesage 
07910 850 198 
stmaryknighton.magazine@gmail.com  
 
Magazine Distribution 
Bernard Stone 
0116 288 1306 
 
Thursday Morning Club  
Mavis Mason 
0116 229 5760  
 
Social Committee 
Cora Paul 
0116 367 8954  
 
Instrumentalists  
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Beverley Jarrom 
0116 212 8331 
 
Sunday Club 
Judi Stone 
0116 288 1306  
 
Rainbows 
Gill Gates 
0116 220 3643  
 
Beavers, Cubs and Scouts  
Sue Parsley (Co-ordinator)  
0116 271 6071 
 
Brownies (Monday)  
Megan Thomas  
07732 042 216  
 
Brownies (Wednesday)  
Gill Gates 
0116 220 3643 
 
Guides (Monday) 
Anne Hunt 
0116 271 6991 
 
Guides (Wednesday) 
Gill Gates 
0116 220 3643 
 
Caretakers & Bookings 
Mark & Steph. 
 

The Benefice Magazine 
 
The closing date for copy for the 
next issue is 1 November 2021, for 
publication in mid-November. All 
contributions are appreciated. 
Please send your contributions, 
preferably in Word, to 
stmaryknighton.magazine@gmail.co
m.  
 
Articles do not represent the 
opinions of the Parochial Church 
Council of either church. 
Typographical and other errors (and 
the occasional omission) are the 
Editor’s responsibility. 
 

The Walrus and The 
Carpenter  

(The sound engineer’s lament) 

"The time has come," the Walrus 
said, 
"To talk of many things: 
Of mics--and sound--and T-
switches-- 
Of speakers--and settings-- 
And why the system squeals a bit-- 
And how to reach the wings." 

"But wait a bit," the Oysters cried, 
"Before we have a snooze; 
For some of us are quiet of voice, 
Not all are in the pews!" 
"No hurry!" said the Carpenter. 
They thanked him for that news. 
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"Plenty of time," the Walrus said, 
"Is what we chiefly need: 
Projection and annunciation besides 
Are very good indeed-- 
Now if you're ready, Oysters dear, 
We can begin to read." 

"But not by us!" the Oysters cried, 
Turning a little blue. 
"Turn up the amps; that would be 
A better thing to do!" 
"The amps are fine," the Walrus 
said. 
"You hear them in the loo!” 

"It was so kind of you to come! 
And you are very nice!" 
The Carpenter said nothing but 
"Speak up a slice: 
I wish you were not so quiet-- 
I've had to ask you twice!" 

"It seems a shame," the Walrus said, 
"To make them speak at all, 
After we've brought them to the 
front, 
And made them read such scrawl!" 
The Carpenter said nothing but 
"The words are just a drawl!" 

"I weep for you," the Walrus said: 
"I deeply sympathize." 
With sobs and tears he sorted out 
Those with the loudest cries, 
Holding the radio microphone 
Before their creening ayes. 

"O Oysters," said the Carpenter, 
"You've had a pleasant run! 
Shall we be turning you off again?” 
But answer came there none-- 
And this was scarcely odd, because 
They'd beaten every one. 

Simon Britton (with sincere 
apologies to Lewis Carrol) 

 

 

 
 

 

ST MARY’S KNIGHTON SPIRE 
APPEAL 

AUCTION SALE 

Saturday 16 October 2021  
at 2pm 

 
Knighton Parish Centre 

 
Antiques and Collectables 

 
Minimum value £10.00 

NO POSH TAT! 
 

Contact:   
Michael or Lorna Kirk. Tel: 0116  
2707843   Email:   
michaelkirk@btopenworld.com   

 


