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Work begins on spire repairs 
 

he long-awaited work to restore 
St Mary’s spire and tower has now 
begun. The difficult work of 

scaffolding has taken place over the 
past two months and work is currently 
proceeding on schedule, with an 
estimated completion in Spring next 
year. 

As reported in the previous issue of the 
Benefice Magazine, the St Mary’s PCC 
agreed that the repairs should proceed, 
despite the impact of the pandemic, 
which had adversely affected plans for 
fund-raising, both from the community 
and from national trusts and 
foundations. It has become clear that 
relevant charities are now focusing their 
resources on the consequences of the 
pandemic. 

Despite the tremendous success of the 
church in raising more than the initial 
local target of £40,000, fund-raising 
efforts will therefore continue, as the 
outstanding cost of the spire project can 
only be met – at the expense of other 
necessary and worthwhile objectives - 
from what remains of the parish’s 
reserves. 

  

 

 
Once regilded, the weather cock will 
preside again over St Mary’s  spire. 
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A virtual Christmas? 
 

Benefice responds to challenges of pandemic 
 

he ending of the second 
national lockdown on 2 
December means some 

resumption of services, but these 
will inevitably still be limited. 

Adrian, Matthew and the other 
members of the benefice team, in 
consultation with the two PCCs, have 
made imaginative plans for Advent 
and Christmas which will maintain – 
in a modified form - the most 
important aspects of the season, 
embracing the wider community of 
Knighton who are not often seen in 
church at other times.  

Some details are still being 
developed and will be announced 
through newsletters and on  web 
sites, but (in addition to regular 
Sunday Eucharists) they will include: 

‘Virtual Carols from Knighton’ 
available online – a mix of carols, 
readings and prayers  

A virtual online Christingle 

Distribution of ‘Christmas in a Bag’ to 
all our children/families contacts. 
Each bag will contain a Christmas 
booklet, card, chocolate, activity, 
and small gift. 

Distribution of ‘Christmas 
Communion at Home’ booklets for 
those without internet 

 

 

“O Zoom All Ye Faithful” – live online 
crib service/nativity, later released in 
edited and improved form on 
restricted You Tube link 

Release on Christmas Eve of pre-
recorded Christmas Eucharists from 
St Guthlac’s and St Mary’s  

Live services on Christmas Eve and 
Christmas Day (subject to any 
regulations) are planned to be 

• Christmas Eucharist at St 
Guthlac’s at 8pm on Christmas 
Eve 

• Celebration Eucharist for All at St 
Mary’s at 10am on Christmas 
Day 

In addition, a leaflet, Comfort and 
Joy, will be distributed to all 
households in the benefice, with the 
message, Christmas is not cancelled. 

T 
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Vicar’s Letter  

 
Friends, 

 have a vivid boyhood memory of 
a particular scene in the 1959 film 
version of Jules Verne’s “Journey 

to the Centre of the Earth”. The 
intrepid explorers, following an 
ancient manuscript, have descended 
through a volcano into an unknown 
world below the Earth’s surface. 
Having avoided the perils of not-
extinct dinosaurs they find 
themselves on a small raft caught in 
a terrifying whirlpool that spins them 
around and around, and threatens to 
pull them to oblivion. Dramatic stuff 
for a nine year-old! Perhaps it came 
to mind recently because of the 
continuing and overwhelming news 
about the pandemic…. 

Although our current challenges 
could be the plot of a novel, we live 
in the real world and we need a real 
faith to deal with the serious 
complexities of life in 2020 (and 
probably 2021 too). A situation of 
threat and potential danger can 
reveal if the roots of our own faith 

really do go deep. A crisis can 
highlight the things we have 
previously taken for granted or 
uncritically assumed, and the 
questions that we never really faced 
when times were more comfortable. 

In the face of a seemingly relentless 
virus, you may have questioned  
what Christianity has to say to the 
bereaved and the suffering. In the 
face of loneliness and isolation you 
may have questioned the church’s 
effectiveness in caring for others. In 
the face of our powerlessness you 
may have questioned God’s 
purposes or even his existence.  

Such questions are not wrong or 
bad. To look squarely at difficult 
questions is to seek truth, and this is 
a Christ-like task. Jesus tells us that 
he is ‘the way, the truth and the life’ 
himself.  

The pandemic shows us again that 
we need a real faith; a faith that is 
not afraid to ask difficult questions 
and that can hold uncertainty while 
it waits for more understanding and 
growth. Nurturing such a faith is the 
task of a lifetime, a journey to the 
centre of life (rather than the Earth), 
and we should expect that it will 
bring adventure and disturbance as 
much as peace and joy. 

At this time, we are in the centre of 
the whirlpool and the way ahead 
seems uncertain and perilous. We 

I 
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each have choices though about how 
we respond and whether or not we 
take this as an opportunity to stretch 
our understanding of God and our 
faith. Real faith in the real world 
faces the tough questions, seeks 
answers and also, critically, seeks 
practical action that tests and 
demonstrates its integrity.  

Can I encourage you then, firstly to 
remember that God travels with us 
through these challenging times – 
we are not alone. Secondly, can I 
encourage you not to dismiss the 
feelings, thoughts and questions 
that the pandemic produces in 
yourself or in others, but to explore 
them and find new understanding 
and deeper faith.* Then thirdly, can I 
encourage you to find practical ways 
to put into practice the Christian 
faith that has ‘love your neighbour’ a 
close second to ‘love God’, because 
every small act of care changes 
someone’s world.  

In another film of adventure and 
journey, “The Fellowship of the Ring” 
(and indeed in the book itself) two of 
Tolkien’s characters have this 
exchange: 

“I wish it need not have happened in 
my time,” said Frodo. “So do I,” 
said Gandalf, “and so do all who live 
to see such times. But that is not for 
them to decide. All we have to decide 

is what to do with the time that 
is given us.” 

May God strengthen you for the 
challenges of these days and make 
you a blessing to others, even as 
your faith questions and grows. 

Yours in friendship 

Adrian 

* I can recommend two excellent 
and accessible books about Christian 
understanding and response to the 
pandemic: “Virus as a Summons to 
Faith: Biblical Reflections in a Time of 
Loss, Grief and Uncertainty” by 
Walter Brueggemman, and “God and 
the Pandemic: a Christian Reflection 
on the Coronavirus and its 
Aftermath” by N.T.Wright. 

Black History is for 
everyone? 

 had the recent privilege of being 
invited to contribute to an event 
marking Black History Month 

hosted at St James the Greater's Hall. 
I am aware that some white people 
can feel alienated from Black Lives 
Matter and Black History Month. I 
see that people can feel 'preached 
at' with 'fashionable causes' 
demanding one's allegiance whether 
you identify with the movement or 
not. 

I 
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However, I would like to make a case 
that Black History has appeal to all, 
black, BAME and white. 

I found it fascinating to learn that the 
Government debt for slave owner 
compensation was only paid off as 
late as 2015. When this information 
was made public, the University of 
Central Lancashire has produced a 
database of the land estates which 
benefitted from the compensation 
payments which you can search 
yourself: 
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs/estates/.  
 
I was intrigued to discover that one 
of my favourite places, Wistow Hall 
was our nearest legacy estate. I feel 
a particular affinity here as Wistow 
has an important Christian heritage 
being 'the holy place of Wistan', an 
Anglo Saxon Saint who's pilgrimage I 
have enjoyed reestablishing over the 
last few years. 
Each year in the Church Times, The 
Tobias Rustat Trust from Jesus 
College, Cambridge advertises itself 
to invite application from Clergy 

families for help with childcare costs. 
I benefitted from this last year, 
helping pay for the girls' termly bus 
passes. I began the process again this 
year and was shocked to see the 
College's transparency about the 
funding of The Rustat Trust. Tobias 
Rustat was a 17th Century 
Leicestershire son of a clergy man. 
His altruism towards clergy children 
is a commendable virtue. However, 
the College revealed that his fortune 
and legacy were made from being a 
major shareholder in a prolific slave 
trading enterprise, the Royal African 
Company. I could not in all 
conscience proceed with the 
application for this year and wrote to 
Jesus College informing them of this. 

Of course, Black History is not all 
about slavery which several of the 
key contributors to the St James's 
Hall event were keen to point out. 
We had to acknowledge and 
question why such composers as 
Samuel Coleridge-Taylor had 
become air brushed out of musical 
cultural history when in their time, 
they were leading the way in 
classical music. 

My own contribution to the event 
focused on the work of Creole 
woman, Jean Rhys. Towards the end 
of her life in the 1960s, Rhys wrote a 
corrective to the excellent novel 
Jane Eyre. Charlotte Bronte was an 
early feminist and had a hard life in 
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Yorkshire with her sisters and 
brother. I admire her family greatly. 
However, Rochester's 'dark skinned' 
wife is given no voice beyond being 
the 'mad wife' in the attic. Jean Rhys 
remedies Bronte's voiceless 
character and her novel, 'Wide 
Sargasso Sea' provides a beautiful 
context and compassion for the 
madness of Antoinette Cosway, 
tricked into marrying Rochester. 

Britain's cultural, historical and 
physical landscape has Black history 
sewn into its fabric whether we 
choose to see it or not. When we 
scrape the surface, we find 
surprising and sometimes ugly 
truths. I have been surprised at how 
relevant and close Black history has 
been to my own journeying both in 
time and place. How may it have 
direct relevance for you? 

Revd Matthew 

Remembrance 

The season of remembrance in 2020 
was not marked by the normal 
services and parades, but it was an 
occasion to note the centenary of 
two important monuments in the 
Benefice.  

Happy 100th Birthday, 
Holbrook Hall!  

ne of the sad things about 
the present restrictions on 
our lives is that we won’t be 

able to celebrate Holbrook Hall’s 
centenary, as we had hoped to do 
earlier in the year. Ever since its 
official opening, on Saturday 23 
October 1920, it has been a focal 
point for community life in South 
Knighton, bringing people together 
for a wide variety of educational and 
social events. And as such it has 
triumphantly repaid the hopes and 
aspirations of all those who 
contributed to its construction.  

Local builder, Mr H 
M Dudgeon*, was 
given the job of 
constructing the 
hall, and the cost 
was about £5,000 
– mainly raised by 
local subscription. 

Contemporary 
newspapers 

record the 

O 
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opening of the ‘quaintly-built and 
commodious hall’ adjoining St 
Guthlac’s church by the Lord Bishop 
of Peterborough, Dr Woods, on that 
Saturday afternoon. A large number 
of parishioners gathered to hear 
speeches made by the Vicar of 
Knighton, Revd R E Roberts, who said 
‘they were particularly grateful to 
several Nonconformists who had 
been kind enough to subscribe to the 
fund’ and also to the large number of 
contributions received from 
‘subscribers who had never 
attended either of their churches’. 
So this hall was truly ecumenical 
from the outset! But more seriously, 
it was to be a war memorial ‘worthy 
of those who served them so 
faithfully and fell so gallantly in the 
Great War’. There were high 
ambitions for the use of the hall: it 
would ‘serve as a social centre and 
for the stimulation of intellectual 
interests – not to deteriorate into a 
mere billiard or dancing saloon’! The 
curate, Mr Mallory, had ‘some 
excellent schemes’ in mind, and Mr 
Oram had offered to start a library 
with 100 first-class books.  

However, it was the bishop who set 
Holbrook Hall in the context of 
community cohesion: ‘every hall like 
that should be the workshop in 
which people of various social grades 
and various outlooks in life and 
various schools of thought should be 

able to meet on terms of equality’. 
‘There were many things the Church 
needed to try to teach other people, 
and indeed learn herself, but there 
was no greater task … than the 
teaching of true neighbourliness, 
and he believed that hall would 
prove a powerful instrument for 
carrying out that task (Applause)’. 
And so Holbrook Hall continues 
(when restrictions are lifted) to bring 
people of all ages and backgrounds 
and interests together – whether it 
be for botanical painting, for yoga, 
for ballet or lectures, talks, concerts 
or exhibitions, for wedding 
celebrations and funeral eats – the 
hall is there for us all to enjoy and 
use now, 100 years on. Happy 
birthday, Holbrook Hall, and long 
may you continue to bring our local 
community together!  

Margaret Bonney 

* Mr Dudgeon built many of the 
houses in the area, for instance on 
Knighton Church Road and the 
bottom of Elms Road – Editor 
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The Knighton War 
Memorial 
 

unday 24 October 1920, the 
day following the inauguration 
of Holbrook Hall, saw the 

unveiling in St Mary’s of the plaque 
commemorating the citizens of 
Knighton who had died in the Great 
War (as it was then 
known). As at the 
memorial hall, the 
dedication was 
conducted by the 
Bishop of 
Peterborough, Dr 
Woods. It was also 
attended, presumably as a 
representative of the armed forces, 
by Lt Col Shirley Toller DSO. He had 
served with valour in the war, and 
between 1921 and 1926 was Lt 
Colonel of the 1/5th Battalion of the 
Leicestershire Regiment. He had 
strong local connections, having 
been born in Knighton in 1878, and 
his parents having been married in St 
Mary’s four years earlier. 

At this time, Walter Godfrey 
Whittingham, who had been vicar of 
Knighton until 1917, was 

Archdeacon of 
Oakham. He was 
subsequently to 
become Bishop of 
St Edmundsbury 
and Ipswich. It is 
very likely he would 
have attended the 

service, especially as his eldest son 
Lieutenant Thomas Whittingham, 
was among those named on the 
plaque. Unfortunately, the closure of 
the Record Office prevented me 
researching the old Leicester 
Mercury publications to clarify this. 
It would, I am certain have been a 
well-attended and moving 
ceremony. 

Barry Whitehead  

Getting to know … 

St Mary’s new church 
warden, Sian Howard 

 

orn in Windsor, Sian hails 
from North Berks. and has 
family in Somerset, Oxford, 

Southampton, South Wales, Italy … 
in fact, almost everywhere except 
Leicester. She is unmarried 
(applications on a postcard please). 
Her sister Sally is a social worker, and 
she has a niece (Jessica, 26) and 
nephew (Matthew, 22). Covid-
permitting, she tries to see as much 
of them as possible.  

S 

B 
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After seven years study at 
Birmingham University in the 1980s, 
she worked as an academic 
chemistry researcher and (later) 
Senior Lecturer at universities in 
many places (at the risk of sounding 
like a perfume advert - London, 
Cardiff, Warsaw, Sydney, Adelaide, 
Kassel, Guildford, Bath and latterly, 
Leicester). These days she does no 
research but teaches, mostly at 
sixth-form level – she’s also a 
qualified schoolteacher – while 
running her own private tuition and 
proofreading business. Occasionally, 
she finds time to stop working and 
indulge in her passion in composing 
and recording electronic-based 
music. She is a life-long keen cyclist 
and distance cycling is her main way 
of keeping (slightly) fit. 

She has been an irregular 
churchgoer for much of her life since 
her student days and only became a 
very regular one in 2016 after her 
mother passed away. Under Revd 
Adrian’s guidance, she was 
confirmed in April 2019. She is 
eternally grateful to her dear friend 
Flick Titley for introducing her to St 
Mary Magdalen’s church just after 
she arrived in Leicester.  

Commenting on her election as 
church warden, Sian said: “When 
Robert E. Lee accepted command of 
the Confederate army in 1862 he 
said (forgive the paraphrase) he 

‘wished that this duty had fallen on 
an abler man’. I would like to echo 
this sentiment. But I am very happy 
that our Lord is calling me to serve a 
part of the Knighton Christian 
community in this small way and I 
know that you will give me all the 
support and encouragement I need 
to make the very best of it.” 

Pastures new 

n Sunday 25th October the 
Revd Keith Magee, former 
Vicar of St. Mary Magdalen, 

Knighton, and his wife Ruth and 
family said ‘Good Bye’ to the 
Benefice of St. Peter Braunstone 
Park, Leicester, to go to pastures 
new.  

 

Keith is to become the Team Rector 
of Dorchester and the 
Winterbournes in the Diocese of 
Salisbury. We waited to see them 
after their final Service, Keith said it 
is a beautiful area to move to and  
Ruth and he were looking forward to 
the challenge.    

Aileen & John Orme 

O 



KNIGHTON BENEFICE MAGAZINE 

 
 

11 

Ordination Gifts 
evd Matthew wanted to 
thank everybody who kindly 
donated for his September 

Ordination. The Benefice raised 
enough funds to purchase seasonal 
stoles and a home/ outdoor 
communion set.  

The green/ ordinary time stole 
depicts sunflowers to indicate our 
commitment to following Christ. 
How the sunflower head follows the 
journey of the sun as it moves 
through the day, always facing the 
light, so we are reminded to fix our 
eyes on the Son, the light of the 
world.   

The purple stole is for Advent, Lent 
and funerals, depicting waiting and 
preparation for the hope to come. 
The stole has the scripture from 
Matthew 16, 'the gates of hades will 
not prevail'. In full context, Jesus is 
telling his disciples that they will 
build his church and that even the 
power of death will be defeated by 

the body of Christ. This 
points to the eternal hope 
which is at the heart of 
Christ's resurrection where 
the defeat of death is the 
destination of an advancing 
Church.  

The home communion set is 
earthenware pottery which 
will be invaluable 
particularly for outdoor 
worship, sharing God's 
symbolic gifts of life and 
sacrament. 

  

R 
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Looking Ahead in Hope: 
Worship at St Mary’s 

ne of the objectives for our 
life together as St Mary’s, 
agreed by the PCC after our 

consultation back in 2018, is to 
worship God well – using traditional 
and new ways, so that everyone can 
encounter God and grow in faith. We 
wanted to recognise how precious 
our traditional forms of church 
services are, as well as to mark the 
need to change and innovate, so 
providing worship that is attractive 
to those currently outside of our 
church family. Through 2019 our All 
Age Worship, and Morning Worship 
on the third Sunday, began to attract 
people who preferred a different 
style of worship to the traditional 
Sung Eucharist. 

As the pandemic began all our 
services were stopped of course and 
we made the shift to online ‘Virtual 
Worship’, and we’ve continued this 
even when actual services are 
permitted again in the church 
building. This break in ‘normal 
service’ has also given us the 
opportunity to think afresh about 
what would make a good and 
sustainable pattern of worship as we 
move out of the pandemic but into a 
world where people are both more 
wary of meeting together, but also 
recognise more deeply our need for 
companionship and connection with 
each other. 

As a result, the new PCC recently had 
a discussion about the future shape 
of worship and church services at St 
Mary’s, and affirmed some 
important points. 

Firstly, it may be some considerable 
time before we can meet together in 
our usual numbers on a Sunday, and 
some people will be reluctant to 
come back soon. It will be important 
therefore to maintain an online 
element to our worship and to be 
prepared for smaller regular 
numbers in church.   

Secondly it feels as if the 8am 
‘traditional language’ Communion 
service will struggle to get restarted, 
especially as the congregation has 
sadly shrunk now. However we want 
to retain a place for both quieter, 
reflective worship and some in 
traditional language.  

Thirdly, the desire for regular, 
weekly Eucharistic worship is still 
strong, and perhaps even more so in 
these uncertain times. It is also, 
however, critical to keep developing 
All Age Worship and opportunities 
for those who prefer not to come to 
Communion services, with a special 
focus on those people ‘outside’ who 
have been troubled and shaken by 
the pandemic and now want to find 
deeper purpose in their lives.   

Holding these priorities together is 
our challenge and expecting to just 
‘go back to normal’ seems 
unrealistic. The PCC agreed 

O 
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therefore that as we come out ‘on 
the other side’ of the pandemic, and 
after wider consultation, we should 
move to strengthen our worship 
with a different pattern for the 
Sundays of each month. 

The specific proposals are:  

to support and strengthen the early 
Holy Communion service by moving 
the time from 8am to 9am, so 
allowing a new group of people to 
feel able to come, whilst keeping a 
relatively early start for those who 
prefer it; 

to enhance this ‘weekly Eucharist’ at 
9am by the greater use of seasonal 
provisions, the addition of music, and 
extra participation for the 
congregation through readings and 
prayers, and to ensure a traditional 
language service twice a month; 

to move our second service of the 
day to 10.30am and to support the 
pattern of forms of worship that we 
are used to; 

to seek joint worship with St 
Guthlac’s on any fifth Sunday in the 
month. 

The proposed regular pattern of 
services would therefore be: 

First Sunday:  
9am  weekly Eucharist     
10.30am All Age Worship 
 

Second Sunday:  
9am weekly Eucharist (traditional 
language) 
10.30am Sung Eucharist 
 
Third Sunday:  
9am weekly Eucharist      
10.30am Morning Worship 
 
Fourth Sunday:  
9am weekly Eucharist (traditional 
language) 
10.30am Sung Eucharist 
 
As you’d imagine, given our current 
restrictions on meeting together and 
the uncertain future, nothing will 
change quickly! The PCC were keen 
however that everyone should know 
what is being discussed and that 
everyone should be reassured that 
there will be opportunities to give 
your own feedback about the 
proposals. In the meantime if you’d 
like to make a quick and informal 
response then do please put it in 
writing for me, so I won’t have to 
trust to a rusty memory later in 
2021.  

Adrian Jones (Vicar) on behalf of St 
Mary’s PCC 
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Goroth the Wingless 
Dragon 
Introduction 

Goroth has been with me a long time 
- since the late 80s when I was 
teaching YTS computing  to the hotel 
and catering trade. He travelled with 
me to Bulgaria, and featured in the 
Sofia Western News. I was working 
as a journalist/paper boy. It was a 
time of rampant inflation when two 
zeroes was taken off the Leva. It was 
originally written for teenagers but I 
hope each of you enjoy the story of 
“a dragon born without wings.” 

Revd John Gates  

 

 

The History 

hen Goroth first broke 
the shell of life and 
entered the outside 

world, it was obvious that he was 
different. 

His mother was the first to notice. 
She had lived with the hope that her 
baby, waited for, for so long, would 
be the most perfect child ever. She 
had not worried whether it was a 
boy or girl, as long as it was healthy 
and whole. So when Goroth wasn't, 
it came as rather a shock. 

Dr. Furnace had been so kind as he 
tried to explain what was wrong. But 
as the truth came out, Goroth's 
mother became very still and quiet. 
It was later that she prayed that 
Goroth had died in infancy. It was 
later that she had wished his 
disability was less obvious, like a hole 
in the heart or something people 
could not see. It was later that she 
sought someone to blame -herself, 
the Tennis-playing macho dragon 
who seemed the perfect mate, the 
bumpy wind which had almost cost 
her to lose her child when she was 
only ten months pregnant, and so 
on. Sitting opposite the bespectacled 
specialist there was only the painful 
silence of disbelief 

To begin with it wasn't so bad. 
Goroth had a beautiful face and a 
lovely smile. In the maternity 
hospital his swaddling clothes hid 
the reality, and Goroth's mother 

W 
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pretended all was well. She did not 
join in the community bathing of the 
babies but everyone put this down 
to her being an older female dragon. 
Everyone, that is, who didn't know 
the truth. The staff knew and were 
kind. They offered a lot of love and 
care. 

It was suggested that Goroth should 
live in a special home. However, 
Goroth's mother decided to take him 
back to her cave in the valley and to 
the village in which she herself grew 
up. The family rallied round and all 
went well for a while. 

It was the gossips who got to her 
first. Those, who were all hot air and 
nothing else. The hints and the bitter 
sympathy which suggested it was a 
disgrace to the village that a dragon 
without, without … They couldn't 
actually bring themselves to say 
what Goroth was without.  

Goroth's mother got her own back 
on them, when one day she 
summoned up her courage and said 
quietly “I know my Goroth hasn't got 
what other dragons have. I know he 
hasn't got ... (Gulp) ... wings. I still 
love him though.” They didn't talk to 
her after that. She was pleased. 

The coming of the yuppies 

Not having wings meant that Goroth 
missed out on many of the normal 
things of life. Many young dragons 
were very hurtful and he spent many 
hours on his own. He went to an 
ordinary school but of course had to 

opt out of flying lessons. When the 
other boys and girls had friends he 
felt awkward. His fumbling attempts 
at romance caused embarrassment 
and rejection. 

It was because of this that Goroth 
took to wandering the mountains. 
He had two good legs and two strong 
arms. Necessity became the mother 
of adventure, and he learnt to hop 
rather like a frog, and before long 
was able to cover great distances. 
Unlike the dragons, who soared 
overhead, he saw other things such 
as flowers and bugs. 

One day he saw something he had 
never seen before. It was big and 
brown, and had a large floppy cover. 
Goroth walked around it, sniffed the 
air and decided to investigate. He 
pushed his nose under the brightly 
covered sheets. He jumped back 
with a start. There nestling in the 
warmth of the basket (so they told 
him the brown box was called when 
they got to know him ) were two pink 
animals. They were curled up 
together and were obviously good 
friends. Goroth being a polite dragon 
thought he had better tiptoe away 
and leave them to their privacy. 

However, curiosity overcame him, so 
sitting a few feet away from where 
they slept, he coughed.  As you know 
a dragon’s cough is rather loud and 
within a few moments two heads 
popped into the light of the misty 
morning. 



NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2020 

 16 

It took them awhile to see him, and 
Goroth sat still so as not to frighten 
them.  He was surprised by their 
pleasure when they did at last look 
his way. Being polite he didn't listen 
to their first words, which they spoke 
to one another, but when they saw 
him they shouted with delight. “A 
wingless dragon! How rare! I've 
never seen one before! Won't 
people be surprised when we tell 
them back home” and so on and so 
on. 

When they had got dressed (Goroth 
looking the other way), they 
introduced themselves as Janet and 
John, and said they were Yuppies. 
Goroth learnt in his travels later on, 
that Yuppies were special types of 
humans, which, if you have never 
met them before, are animals, which 
stand on two feet. They grow to 
between 4 feet to 6 feet, though 
some very special ones are even 
bigger. They come in a variety of 
shapes and colours, though nothing 
too bright like blue or green. Goroth 
was always disappointed with that, 
but he never told them. Mind you it 
meant that many of them envied the 
sage green colour of his skin, and 
purple nose. 

The joy of flying 

Goroth was overwhelmed by the 
excitement of these two young 
people, because that was what they 
were as well as yuppies. They were 
full of life and fun, and it made even 
a dragon want to laugh. (Smiling was 

frowned on in the top Echelons of 
dragon society). They spent the 

morning playing and laughing and 
taking photos. In each of these 
Goroth figured although he was a bit 
shy to begin with.  

You see he had always been a bit 
self-conscious, as well you know 
because he didn't have ... Gulp ... 
wings. (The gulp is Goroth's). Its 
mother had got rid of all the mirrors 
in the house, and others had always 
looked at him a bit strange. Only the 
stream reflected his face, and 
although he always washed his back 
he never liked looking at it. He'd 
always wished he could wash behind 
his wings. His mother had said one 
day she missed not having to nag him 
about that like the other mums. Ah 
well, I suppose you can't have 
everything. 

It was during lunch that the yuppies 
told Goroth about their problems. It 
came out because Goroth lit the fire 
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so John could cook the lunch. They 
were slightly worried about how 
long their food would last. It made 
Goroth feel a bit guilty as being 
hungry he had eaten a hearty meal. 
John was a good cook and the jovial 
company meant little was left after 
they had eaten. 

The real problem was however even 
more serious and was why they had 
spent the night in the basket. The 
gas, which they used to make the 
basket fly had run out. It took a long 
time for Goroth to understand what 
this meant, but when after much 
talking he came to see that the sheet 
could be made to grow into a big bag 
and it was that, that lifted the basket 
off the ground, he sat very quiet for 
several minutes. 

“Are you alright?” said Janet “you 
shouldn't worry about us, something 
will turn up” 

“Oh I wasn't worrying” said Goroth 
“only thinking”. It was then that he 
began to explain his idea. The first 
thing was to see if there was room in 
the basket for him. It was a tight 
squeeze but they managed to get the 
three of them squashed in together. 
Goroth liked that, because he liked 
touching other things and liked being 
touched though it didn't happen 
very often. Janet smelt nice too like 
the flowers. 

Next they all scrambled out and 
Goroth explained the other part of 
his plan. Dragons always have lots of 

hot air, so why couldn't he substitute 
for the gas burner. Janet and John 
thought this a marvellous idea so 
they packed up and were off. So 
many things happened so quickly 
that words fail to tell the story of 
those first minutes of lift off into the 
blue sky, up in the heavens above, 
words fail to tell the joy of flying for 
a dragon born without wings. 

The rest of the story, of the yuppies 
parties Goroth went to, of the 
celebrations in Goroth's village when 
he and the balloonist club dropped 
in and of Goroth's fame and fortune 
must wait for the moment. All pales 
into insignificance in the face of a 
wingless dragon, who was no longer 
alone. 

Note for young readers 

Today wingless dragons are a 
common sight. This is due to 
demand, as you cannot get dragons 
with wings into a balloon basket. 
Much scientific study and 
experiment went into breeding this 
particular strain of these beautiful 
animals. To his delight Goroth was 
involved in this work, and had many 
children and grandchildren and great 
grandchildren and ..... 

 

Further adventures of Goroth will 
appear in future issues – Editor 
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The Great Plague of 1665 
he current pandemic 
prompted the Editor to think 
of how earlier ages responded 

to epidemics. Samuel Pepys records 
the impact of the plague in London in 
1665 in some detail in his famous 
diary and some of it makes solemn 
reading. Although generally a man of 
cheerful disposition, on 14 
September, Pepys was more 
introspective: 

When I come home I spent some 
thoughts upon the occurrences of this 
day, giving matter for as much 
content on one hand and melancholy 
on another, as any day in all my life. 
For the first; the finding of my money 
and plate, and all safe at London, and 
speeding in my business of money this 
day. … Adding to that, the decrease 
[in the plague] of 500 and more, 
which is the first decrease we have yet 
had in the sickness since it begun: and 
great hopes that the next week it will 
be greater. Then, on the other side, 
my finding that though the 
Bill [record of deaths] in general is 
abated, yet the City within the walls 
is encreased, and likely to continue 
so, and is close to our house there. My 
meeting dead corpses of the plague, 
carried to be buried close to me at 
noon-day through the City 
in Fanchurch-street. To see a person 
sick of the sores, carried close by me 
by Gracechurch in a hackney-coach. 
… To hear that poor Payne, my 

waiter, hath buried a child, and is 
dying himself. … And, lastly, that 
both my servants, W. 
Hewer and Tom Edwards, have lost 
their fathers, both in St. 
Sepulchre’s parish, of the plague this 
week, do put me into great 
apprehensions of melancholy, and 
with good reason. But I put off the 
thoughts of sadness as much as I can, 
and the rather to keep my wife in 
good heart and family also. After 
supper (having eat nothing all this 
day) upon a fine tench of Mr. 
Shelden’s taking, we to bed. 

In this passage from the entry for 31 
December 1665, Pepys reviews the 
year in a typically worldly way. 

It is true we have gone through great 
melancholy because of the 
great plague, and I put to great 
charges by it, by keeping my family 
long at Woolwich, and myself and 
another part of my family, my clerks, 
at my charge at Greenwich, and a 
mayde at London; but I hope the 
King will give us some satisfaction for 
that. But now the plague is abated 
almost to nothing, and I intending to 
get to London as fast as I can.  

My whole family hath been well all 
this while, and all my friends I know 
of, saving my aunt Bell, who is dead, 
and some children of my cozen 
Sarah’s, of the plague. But many of 
such as I know very well, dead; yet, to 
our great joy, the town fills apace, 
and shops begin to be open again. 
Pray God continue the plague’s 
decrease! for that keeps the Court 

T 
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away from the place of business, and 
so all goes to rack as to publick 
matters, they at this distance not 
thinking of it. 

The other great diarist of the period, 
John Evelyn, left this briefer nd 
somewhat less materialistic record 
on the same day: 

Now blessed be God for his 
extraordinary mercies and 
preservation of me this year, when 
thousands, and ten thousands, 
perished, and were swept away on 
each side of me, there dying in our 
parish this year 406 of the pestilence! 

Community of Grace 
Christmas Breakfast Appeal  

his year, as in previous years, 
we would like to help the men 
at the Community of Grace to 

have a better Christmas. Would you 
help us to make this happen by 
adding additional items to your usual 
shopping list? 

The items we seek are: fruit juice, 
tinned tomatoes, baked beans, 
marmalade, jam, tea, coffee, sugar 
and cereals. We shall also need some 
perishable items: bacon, sausages, 
eggs, butter or spread, thick sliced 
bread and black pudding. 
Please ensure that all perishable 
items have a date after December 
27th. 

The food parcel will be delivered to 
the Community on Wednesday 
December 23rd.  We therefore need 
your donations by Monday 

December 21st at the latest. They can 
be left with: 

Judi & Bernard Stone @ 66 Aberdale 
Road. Tel 2881306   
Sue & David Ardley @ 72 Meadvale 
Road. Tel 2219604 

If you are unable to deliver them 
yourself, please contact one of the 
above to arrange a collection. 

Community harvest 
support 
 
Revd Matthew delivering the kind 
donations to the South Leicester 
Food bank from the Harvest Festival 
collection. 
 

 
 

T 
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Important Notice 

St Mary’s Church Path and 
Churchyard, Temporary 
Closure  

fter careful planning and 
preparation, the essential 
repairs to the church tower 

and spire have now commenced, 
with completion expected in April 
2021.  

Unfortunately, for everyone’s safety, 
for the whole contract period, the 
footpath through the churchyard, 
between Brinsmead Road and 
Church Lane will be closed. To 
prevent damage to the gravestones, 
the older part of the churchyard on 
the North side of the driveway, up to 
the lych gate, will also be 
temporarily fenced off.  

Access into this area to visit graves 
and for internments will still be 
possible, but only by prior 
arrangement with James Gutteridge 
in the Parish Office or Revd Adrian 
Jones or Revd Matthew Gough.  

The contractors, MSM, and the PCC, 
apologise for any inconvenience or 
upset this may cause, but hope that 
everyone will understand that the 
safety of all is of paramount 
importance during this complex 
construction project.  

Thank you 

Planned giving 
egular giving is an integral 
part of our church life, 
supporting our day-to-day 

costs, ministry and mission. These 
needs are not lessened during the 
pandemic. A good way to achieve 
this is through a weekly envelope or 
a monthly bank standing order as 
part of our Planned Giving Scheme. 
Scheme details can be obtained from 
the Planned Giving secretaries of 
each parish (see Contacts pages). If 
you are a taxpayer and gift aid your 
giving, our churches can claim an 
additional 25%. 

The Benefice Magazine  

The Editor apologises for the late 
publication of this magazine. The 
closing date for copy for the next 
issue is 2 January 2021, for 
publication in mid-January.  

Please send your contributions, 
preferably in Word, to 
stmaryknighton.magazine@gmail.co
m  

Articles do not represent the 
opinions of the Parochial Church 
Council of either church. 
Typographical and other errors (and 
the occasional omission) are the 
Editor’s responsibility.   

A 
R 
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Contacts and Who’s Who  

Benefice Ministry Team 
Vicar 

Revd Adrian Jones 

(day off normally Friday) 

 

0116 270 4268 
or 07584 
954414 

 

 

adrian.jones@zoho.com 

Assistant Curate 

Revd Matthew Gough  

(day off normally Friday) 

 

 

07754 961997 

 

Revgough@gmail.com 

Revd Aphro McCullough 0116 283 7887 aphro.mccullough@btinternet.c
om 

Revd Canon Dr Stephen Foster 07966 376905 safpta6@gmail.com 

Revd Janet Gasper 0116 288 9646 janet.gasper@hotmail.co.uk 

Reader 

Fiona Wingate 

 

07515 752954 

 

Fiona.wingate@talktalk.net 

St. Guthlac’s 

Church Wardens 
David Hunt, Tina Jarvis 
churchwardens@stguthlac-
knighton.co.uk 
 
Parish Administrator 
Jane Wright 
administrator@stguthlac-
knighton.co.uk 
 

Deanery Synod  
Fiona Wingate 
 
PCC Secretary 
Lesley Meakin 
 
PCC Treasurer 
David Hunt 
 
Sacristan  
Steve Bowyer 
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Parochial Church Council 
The Vicar, the Associate Priest, the 
Church Wardens, the PCC Secretary, 
the PCC Treasurer, The Deanery 
Synod representative; and Steve 
Bowyer, Chris Bullough, Yolanda 
Courtney, Jean Gabbar, Peter Lakin, 
Brenda Lee, Ann Swanson, Jane 
Wright 
 
Children and Vulnerable Adults 
Advocate 
Tina Jarvis  
 
Child Protection/Safeguarding 
Adults Co-ordinator 
Anne Hunt  
safeguarding@stguthlac-
knighton.co.uk 
 
Diocesan Safeguarding Officer  
Rachael Spiers 
0116 2616341  
rachael.spiers@leccofe.org 
 
Planned Giving Scheme 
David Hunt 
 
Electoral Roll 
Jane Wright 
 
Flower Rota    
Cheryl Brewer 
 
Church Group    
Lesley Meakin 
 
Youth Group    
Tina Jarvis 
 

Knighton Players   
David Hunt 
 
Memory Cafe    
Tina Jarvis 
Community Cafe   
Lesley Meakin 
 
Tea and Talk     
Tina Jarvis 
 
Organ studentship co-ordinator 
Yolanda Courtney 
 
Holbrook Hall Caretakers & 
bookings 
Mark & Steph are on furlough 
during  the pandemic 
 
St Mary’s 

Church Warden  
Sian Howard 
07932 557646 
sian.howard@tiscali.co.uk 
 
Parish Administrator 
James Gutteridge 
office@knightonparish.co.uk  
 
Deanery Synod  
Bob Rutland  
David Stanyer  
 
PCC Secretary  
Nigel Siesage 
07910 850 198 
 
PCC Treasurer 
David Stanyer 
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0116 291 4625 
 
Sacristan 
David Ardley 
0116 221 9604 
 
Parochial Church Council 
The Vicar, the Curate, the Church 
Wardens, the PCC Secretary, the 
PCC Treasurer, The Deanery Synod 
representatives; and Angelica 
Amoroso, Sian Howard, Michael 
Kirk, Andrew Oldershaw, Lorna 
Pollard, Judith Rudd, Anne Squires, 
Ida Stanyer  
 
Children and Vulnerable Persons 
Advocate 
John Astles 
07976 391 558  
 
Child Protection/Safeguarding 
Adults Co-ordinator 
Cora Paul 
0116 367 8954  
 
Bell Ringers  
Jane Salt 
0116 270 6293 
 
Planned Giving Scheme  
Lorna Pollard 
0116 270 4272  
 
Envelope Secretary  
Helen Long 
0116 270 7781  
 
Electoral Roll 
Eileen McKellican 

0116 270 0714 
 
Flower Guild 
Deborah Martin 
0116 270 7525  
 
Magazine Editor 
Nigel Siesage 
07910 850 198 
stmaryknighton.magazine@gmail.co
m  
 
Magazine Distribution 
Bernard Stone 
0116 288 1306 
 
Thursday Morning Club  
Mavis Mason 
0116 229 5760  
 
Mothers’ Union 
Anne Squires 
0116 210 2504 
 
Social Committee 
Cora Paul 
0116 367 8954  
 
Instrumentalists  
Beverley Jarrom 
0116 212 8331 
 
Sunday Club 
Judi Stone 
0116 288 1306  
 
Rainbows 
Gill Gates 
0116 220 3643  
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Beavers, Cubs and Scouts  
Sue Parsley (Co-ordinator)  
0116 271 6071 
 
Brownies (Monday)  
Megan Thomas  
07732 042 216  
 
Brownies (Wednesday)  
Gill Gates 
0116 220 3643 
 
Guides (Monday) 
Anne Hunt 
0116 271 6991 
 
Guides (Wednesday) 
Gill Gates 
0116 220 3643 
 
Caretakers & Bookings 
Mark & Steph are on furlough 
during  the pandemic. 
 
 
 

 
 

Images of Knighton 2021 
Calendar 

 
Raising Funds for St Mary's Spire 
Appeal.  

Beautiful local artistry has 
contributed to make this special 
community celebration of Knighton 
life. £7.50 each or 3 for £20. They 
make lovely gifts. Free tubes 
available for posting.  

Cheques payable to 'Knighton PCC'. 
Please collect on Sundays at St 
Mary's, or from Revd Matthew, 
Lorna Kirk, Aileen Orme (07980 
430598), Nigel Siesage and Revd 
Janet.  

Also available from Londis, 
Knighton Church Rd and Holbrook 
News, South Knighton Rd. 

Don’t miss this opportunity to 
buy before Christmas 


