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ST MARY MAGDALEN, KNIGHTON PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the meeting held on 1st December 2016 in the Narthex. 
 

Present: Patrick Holligan (Chairperson), Simon Britton, Mary Britton, Revd Neil 
Bullen, Revd Canon Dr Stephen Foster, Rosalind Matthew, Lorna Pollard, 
Bob Rutland, Brian Small, David Stanyer, Doreen White, Nigel Siesage. 

 

Apologies: Gary Hunt, Lorna Kirk, Susan Holligan. 
 

947 Welcome: Revd Neil opened the meeting with a prayer.  
   
948 Minutes of previous meetings:  
 The minutes of the meeting held on 25th October 2016 were approved as a correct record 

and signed by the Chairperson. 
 

   
 Action Points not listed elsewhere:  
949 888 Repairs to Narthex floor. The church Architect was preparing tender 

documents for this work prior to a request to the 
PCC to apply for a faculty. 

 

950 916 Churchyard maintenance 
and maintenance of Hilda 
Dible grave. 

Approximately £7,000 of small bequests had 
accumulated for grave or churchyard maintenance.  
Historically, the income from these bequests had 
been used to offset some of the cost of the gardener 
but some of these costs are now met by Leicester 
City Council (LCC).  The City Council had been 
asked to clarify their normal maintenance regime 
and it appeared that they mow and strim up to and 
around stonework but not within grave surrounds.   
However further details were required as to the 
extent of their responsibility before a comprehensive 
regime for grave maintenance, including the Hilda 
Dible grave at Gilroes, could be considered.  As 
trustee, the PCC has a duty to apply bequests to the 
nearest similar purpose once the original object 
cannot be satisfied directly.  Brian Small had applied 
to the Charity Commissioners for clarification that 
the funds could be applied to matters of churchyard 
maintenance not addressed by LCC. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PH 
 
 
 
 
 
 

951 921 Investigate Knighton Ward 
community grants. 

Consideration of community grants would be 
referred to the Buildings Group for consideration. 

 
PH 

952 924 Certificate of cleaning of 
tower. 

The certificate had been received and a cheque sent 
in settlement of the contractor’s invoice. 

 

953 927 Christmas leaflets. All leaflets had now been collected from church for 
delivery.  The Guides have delivered 200 leaflets, 
although less than originally hoped, this was of 
significant assistance.  A donation to the Guides of 
£25 was approved by the Standing Committee. 
It was agreed that the review of leaflets should 
proceed as soon as possible in order for a 
conclusion in time for Easter.  Quotations from 
alternative printers were being obtained. 

 

954 935 Silence in church. The five minutes of quiet preparation time had been 
implemented but further measures were suggested.  
The bells should cease by 10.55 with the slow tolling 
of a single bell introduced.  The Narthex doors 
should be kept closed and the organist should 
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continue to play quietly.   
A minute of silence for quiet personal reflection after 
the sermon was also endorsed.  

955 937 Children and vulnerable 
adults follow up. 

Information requested from coordinator. Sec 

956 944 Parking in Church Lane. Response sent to complainant.  
957 945 Faculty for repointing of west 

end of church. 
Application submitted and further information had 
been requested by the DAC. 

 

   
958 Vacancy Update:  
 A meeting has been held with the Area Dean on 1st November to consider the 

arrangements for the collation service to be held on 9th February.  The notes of the 
meeting were reviewed.  The draft order of service would be prepared by the Area Dean 
although it should be clarified that either a procession or presentation, but not both, would 
conform to the latest diocesan advice.  It was agreed that the preference was for 
presentations.  It was also agreed that Mary Britton should approach the Area Dean and 
Adrian Jones direct regarding music for the service. 
In order that any necessary instructions could be passed to the joint choir it was agreed 
that the rehearsal would commence at 6.30pm on Wednesday 8th February. 
A number of corrections to the invitations were noted and it was agreed that Patrick 
Holligan would liaise with the Area Dean to ensure that invitations were sent to members 
of SLCP, the Evangelical Free Church and other faiths.   
The Diocesan Property Dept. is managing any work required to the vicarage but the 
telephones and notice boards would need to be arranged by the parish.  Clergy rotas 
have been agreed up to the end of March.  

 
 
 
 
 
MB 
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959 Annual review of fees:    
 a) Weddings, funerals and other fees for which an element is determined by the 

Church of England.  The fees element charged by the PCC was not increased for 
2016 and it was proposed by Revd Neil Bullen and seconded by Nigel Siesage 
that the schedule based on 2% + 2% rounded as prepared by the Treasurer 
should be approved for 2017.  The proposal was carried unanimously. 

b) Music fees and arrangements for organists as set out in the paper prepared by 
the Treasurer were proposed by Revd Neil Bullen, seconded by Nigel Siesage 
and carried unanimously. 

c) The 2015 church hire policy had been updated by the Treasurer and was 
considered together with the contract for hire.  Nigel Siesage noted a personal 
interest through his wife being a governor of LHS.  The schedule of charges was 
amended so that acts of worship by the schools, including LHS, would not be 
charged but other school events would be treated as chargeable bookings subject 
to agreed discounts for LHS.  The exact wording would be agreed by the 
Treasurer and Secretary.  The policy and charges, as amended, were proposed 
by Bob Rutland, seconded by Doreen White and agreed unanimously. 

 
 
 
 
 

   
960 Annual Renewal of Giving:  
 The annual renewal had generated fewer responses than in 2015 but these had resulted 

in an increased pledge including Gift Aid of £2,507 (£1,532 in 2015).  When taken with 
single donations and normal leavers/withdrawals the net impact on 2017 was an increase 
of £1,387.  It was noted that whilst this increase was welcomed and the result of hard 
work by Lorna Pollard and the Treasurer any major increase was only likely to be 
generated if a specific project was initiated. 

 

   

961 Review of scheme of delegation:  
 The aim of the proposed scheme of delegation was to reduce duplication, reduce the 

time and effort in decision making and reduce the number of meetings of the PCC and 
Standing Committee which would enable the PCC to focus on the real purpose of the 
parish and church.  The scheme was proposed by Revd Neil Bullen, seconded by Nigel 
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Siesage and agreed unanimously. 
   

962 Future meetings of the PCC and Standing Committee:    
 In the light of the adoption of the scheme of delegation and terms of reference it was 

proposed that the number of meetings for 2017 be reduced from 9 to 6 for the PCC and 8 
to 4 or 5 for the Standing Committee.  This was based on the schedule of dates already 
agreed by the PCC and meetings for 2018 could probably be reduced further by better 
diarising.  The revised dates were proposed by Revd Neil Bullen, seconded by Nigel 
Siesage and agreed unanimously.  A copy of the revised schedule of dates is attached to 
these minutes. 

 
 
 
 
 
Sec 

   

963 Deanery Synod:    
 A report of a synod meeting held on 22nd November was presented by Bob Rutland and 

Revd Neil.  It was noted that the next meeting would be attended by Bishop Martyn but 
was only for lay members and to which all churchwardens are invited. 
There did not appear to be any routine mechanism for feedback to parishes on diocesan 
synod matters. 
It had been announce that on the retirement of Bishop Christopher the diocesan synod 
intended to apply for the creation of a suffragan bishop of Loughborough.  

 

   

964 SEMP:    
 A report on the EDGE project from Ali Simpson was available in church.  
   

965 Safeguarding:  
 There were no issues or other matters to report.  It was noted however, that recent 

national advice was that this subject should be given more prominence on the PCC 
agenda. 

 

   
966 Health and Safety:  
 Members were informed that the roof of the south aisle had been damaged and, in heavy 

rain, there was a chance of water causing a slip hazard on the floor.  Repairs were due to 
take place during week beginning 5th December. 

 

   

967 Standing Committee minutes:  The PCC received the minutes of the Standing 
Committee held on 13th October 2016. 

 

   
968 Matters for future discussion:  
 Bob Rutland offered to prepare a paper setting out the arrangements which had been in 

place historically for managing the Garden of Remembrance.  
BR 

   
969 Date and Time of Next Meeting:  
 Tuesday 17th January 2017 at 7:30pm in the Narthex  
 Agenda items and written reports for the meeting must be presented to the Secretary by 

Sunday 8th January. 
 

   

 The meeting closed with the Grace.  
 
 
 

Signed:  Date:  

 


