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From the Editor 
s you may know, I have long 
harboured a hope that it would 
be possible to arrange a 

Knighton Open Gardens event to 
support the St Mary’s spire appeal and 
to engage with the wider community. 
The organisational challenges this 
would present meant that the idea – 
widely admired in theory – was gaining 
little practical traction. 

The pandemic has, for now, put paid to 
my dream, so to compensate I asked 
readers to send me pictures of their 
gardens for this issue of the magazine, 
and I have been delighted with the 
response. I little thought that we would 
still be in lockdown as we went to press, 
but that makes these photographs all 
the more welcome. I hope I have done 
justice to them. My thanks to all the 
gardeners; I have not named them in 
this issue, but that allows other readers 
to guess. And my thanks of course to all 
the other contributors, but for whom ... 

Nigel  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vicar’s Letter  

 
 

Friends, 

’m suffering from FOMO... and 
probably you are too, even if you 
don’t know it!  Don’t worry; it’s not a 

new virus, but rather “the uneasy and 
sometimes all-consuming feeling that 
you're missing out" – Fear Of Missing 
Out. FOMO was added to the Oxford 
English Dictionary as far back as 2013. 

Psychologists have described this 
relatively new form of social anxiety as 
the feeling or perception that others are 
having more fun, living better lives, or 
experiencing better things than you are. 
It’s often made worse, particularly for 
young people, by social media sites such 
as Instagram and TikTok, that show 
other people doing such exciting and 
glamorous things and always being 
happy. 

In the coronavirus lockdown situation 
that we have all endured this year (and 
as I write has just been re-imposed on 
Leicester) I’m sure we’ve all been 
feeling FOMO in a new form. I’m going 
to call this new strain FUMO… “Fed Up 
at Missing Out”.  

A 

I 
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My personal FUMO has just got very 
much worse, because this is the time 
when I should have been settling down 
to watch a fortnight of tennis at 
Wimbledon, knowing that the Olympic 
games will shortly follow, but only after 
a nice holiday away. Despite Sue 
Barker’s best attempts with footage of 
previous Wimbledons, I’m feeling fed 
up at missing out. The fact that Leicester 
has been put back in lockdown while the 
rest of the country eases restrictions 
has just made my FUMO worse. 

But there is a cure. 

What I need to help me with this 
condition is JOMO – the Joy of Missing 
Out. I need to build the ability to enjoy 
and appreciate what I’m doing in this 
and every moment, without worrying 
about what everyone else is doing or 
what I could have been doing instead. 
JOMO involves first accepting the 
disappointment and sadness, even 
anger, that I feel. Then I need to train 
myself to find the joy and purpose in 
every situation I’m in, despite what may 
or may not be happening around me. 
Typically this is about doing small acts of 
kindness for other people and 
appreciating the natural world. 

The Bible, of course, doesn’t use terms 
like FOMO, but it does recognise the 
anxiety that lies behind it, and the fear 
that life might be passing us by 
somehow, or that we are getting a 
rougher deal than we deserve or want.  

The Book of Ecclesiastes is an account of 
one person’s search for a solid basis to 
life, one that will sustain them through 
all the anxiety and seeming 

meaninglessness. It includes that 
famous passage used in the song “Turn! 
Turn! Turn! (to everything there is a 
season)” by the Byrds in 1965:  

“There is a time for everything, and a 
season for every activity under the 
heavens; a time to be born and a time 
to die, a time to plant and a time to 
uproot…..” 

It’s worth looking up the whole of this 
passage in your Bible (Ecclesiastes 3.1-
8) and spending some time reflecting on 
what it tells us about our world today. 
But do read on a few verses too. Verse 
11 explains both the root of our 
restlessness and its cure: “God has 
made everything beautiful in its 
time. He has also set eternity in the 
human heart; yet no one can 
fathom what God has done from 
beginning to end.” 

We are creatures made for God, to find 
our purpose and security in Him. He has 
given us a longing for all that is good and 
beautiful. So we only find peace when 
we place ourselves within the mystery 
of his care. 

During this strangest of seasons, I hope 
you can make the time to simply be with 
God and accept His loving kindness, 
freely offered. In doing this we will 
return to the words of Jesus himself “I 
have come that they may have life, and 
have it to the full.” (John 10.10) 

Yours in friendship 

Adrian 
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The Bible Speaks Today 
any Christians over the 
centuries have found that the 
Bible speaks profoundly 

about their own lives, and that through 
it God guides and shapes us to live his 
way. Our magazine series reflecting on 
how the Bible speaks today, for this 
edition, turns to remarks made by Pope 
Francis when he addressed the Catholic 
Bible Federation back in April 2019. He 
outlined the importance of the Bible for 
all Christians and called for a new 
season of greater love for Scripture, to 
deepen our personal relationship with 
Jesus. The main points of the Pope’s 
sermon were these: 

“The word of God is alive and active” 
(Hebrews 4 :12); it does not die, nor 
does it age, but it remains for ever (1 
Peter 1: 25). It stays young in the 
presence of all that passes away 
(Matthew 25: 35) and preserves those 
who put it into practice from inner 
aging. 

It is important to remember that the 
Holy Spirit, the Life-Giver, loves to 
work through Scripture. 

The Bible is not a beautiful collection of 
sacred books to study – it is the Word of 
Life to be sown. 

We cannot do without the Word of 
Jesus, the only Word of eternal life 
(cf. Jn 6: 68), which we need every day. 

It would be beautiful to see the 
flourishing of a new season of greater 
love for sacred Scripture on the part of 
every member of the People of God, so 

that … [they] deepen their personal 
relationship with Jesus. 

It is the desire of the Spirit to mould us 
as a Church based on the Word: a 
Church that does not speak for herself or 
of herself, but who has at her 
heart and on her lips the Lord, and who 
draws from His Word every day. 

The Word gives life to every believer, 
teaching them to renounce themselves 
so as to announce Him.  

A Church that lives in listening to the 
Word is never satisfied with her own 
security. She is obedient to 
the unpredictable novelties of the Spirit. 

The Bible is the best vaccine against 
closure and self-preservation. It is the 
Word of God, not ours, and it takes us 
away from being at the centre, 
preserving us from self-sufficiency and 
triumphalism, constantly calling us to 
come out of ourselves. 

Let us pray, and let us ensure that that 
the Bible does not remain in the library 
among the many books that speak of it, 
but rather that it runs through the 
streets of the world and waits where 
people live.” 

You can read the full text of the Pope’s 
remarks here:  

 http://www.vatican.va/content/france
sco/en/speeches/2019/april/document
s/papa-
francesco_20190426_federazione-
biblica-cattolica.html 

 

Adrian Jones 

M 
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The Benefice Ministry Team 
during the pandemic 

During the coronavirus pandemic, the 
Benefice Ministry Team have met 
regularly online using Zoom to talk and 
to pray. Much of our time is taken 
checking that everyone in the two 
churches is well and safe, and thinking 
about the best ways to help us all stay 
connected and worshipping together in 
some way. We would love to hear from 
everyone else directly too: • if you feel 
isolated or would just like a chat then do 

please let us know; • if you are 
concerned about someone else then 
again please let us know; • please give 
us feedback about the ‘virtual services’ 
and the Reflections in the newsletters; • 
please let us know if there is something 
else you would find helpful- we are 
particularly interested to know if you 
would like a recorded Eucharist to 
follow at home; • and please pray for 
us! Leading is a strange and unfamiliar 
task in these strange days. Thank you. 
Adrian. 

 

Letters from lockdown 
June Ardley 
 
I am something of a dinosaur. I don’t 
have online access, so I have welcomed 
having paper copies of prayers and 
reflections from both our churches each 
week. I would like to say thank you to 
whoever prints and sends these out. 
This week there was a paper copy of the 
Benefice Magazine which contained 
some interesting articles. 

Several years ago, when my bicycle 
went into retirement, I bought an 
exercise bike which sits in the window 
of my spare room. From there I can 
listen to the birdsong in the garden, and 
imagine that I am cycling along a 
country lane, whilst keeping a beady 
eye on the few people walking by. I am 
fortunate to have a large enough garden 
to walk around, but I shut my eyes to 
the weeds. 

My table is littered with pieces of a 
difficult old jigsaw – I am sure there are 

pieces missing – and I never thought I 
would ever take up knitting blanket 
squares. 

Never a day goes by without a phone 
call from my extended family, and my 
son and daughter-in-law keep my store 
cupboard full. So life under lockdown 
isn’t so bad. But oh, how I miss hugs and 
shopping. 

JA 

Carolyn Oldershaw 
 

Several weeks ago, ahead of the 75th 
anniversary of VE Day and during the 
height of the coronavirus pandemic, 
Dame Vera Lynn said “simple acts of 
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bravery and sacrifice still define our 
nation”; these words from the 103 year 
old, chart topping icon of WW2. 

The nation’s sweetheart sadly passed 
away recently, but I was reminded of 
her words when thinking about the 
enormous sacrifices being made by key 
workers, especially in our hospitals and 
community; some of whom tragically 
gave their lives whilst caring for others.  
Friends and family have also been lost; 
a terrible sacrifice made so much worse 
by being unable to say goodbye, with 
few allowed into hospitals or to attend 
funerals. 

We witnessed another sacrifice when a 
black father put his own safety on the 
line, rescuing a drunk and injured white 
man from a hostile crowd, for no other 
reason than he felt that it was the right 
thing to do. Alongside three of his 
friends, he risked injury and abuse to 
get the man to safety. 

During lockdown, we have lived in a 
world that literally turned upside down, 
with multiple deaths from Covid-19 and 
a heightened anxiety about the future.  
Our attention has also focussed on the 
awful racism that still exists today, as we 
have watched and listened to what this 
means to so many people in 2020.   

Whilst concern about the insidious 
viruses of both corona and racism has 
surrounded everyone, so many others 
have also sacrificed income and 
relationships to stay in the bubble of 
their own homes, prisoners within their 
own walls, to try and protect one 
another.   

Our churches are now on the brink of re-
opening, along with pubs, hotels and 
hairdressers; and I wonder which we 
feel has been the biggest sacrifice in 
recent months?  Thanks to Adrian and 
Matthew, along with the rest of the 
clergy team and church members, we 
have experienced a new creative way of 
worship on-line, which has been both 
thought provoking and spiritually 
comforting. However, those not 
connected to the internet, who are 
missing their church family and worship, 
still feeling isolated, want to return to 
their house of God as soon as is it safe 
to do so.   

In Paul’s letter to the Romans, chapter 
12, verse 1, he says “I appeal to you 
therefore, brothers, by the mercies of 
God, to present your bodies as a living 
sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, 
which is your spiritual worship.” This is 
what so many have done and continue 
to do as time passes. 

In the words of Dame Vera, let’s look 
forward to when all these sacrifices end 
and We’ll Meet Again, hoping and 
praying it really will be sooner rather 
than later, and keep smiling through,  
just like you always do. 

Carolyn x 

Flick Titley 
God is always the same, 
yesterday, today and tomorrow, 
so He must be here, 
here in this second floor flat 
during the endless lockdown, 
where life is always the same, 
yesterday, today and tomorrow; 
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I know He is with me always, 
but He can also  
be with someone else 
at the same time - 
like Ros, maybe, 
our lovely churchwarden 
trapped in Antigua, - 
on the beach, perhaps, 
lapping up sun and sea  
and golden sand: 
 
Lord, I am glad you are here - 
but sometimes I wish I wasn't. 
 
Flick  

Revd John Gates 
The Light of the World 

Since writing my last contribution for 
the magazine, I have found this painting 
by William Holman Hunt (1827-1910) 
which has been a favourite for many a 
year. There were several versions of it, 
including the one which now hangs in St 
Paul’s Cathedral. It was exhibited world-
wide and many thousands of people 
have viewed it. 

Based on the verse of scripture, 
Revelation 3v20, the picture shows 
Christ bringing light into dark places. 
Preachers have drawn attention to the 
fact that the door has no handle on the 
outside. He does not force his way into 
our lives rather we need to ask him in. 

I don’t know where you are in the 
present situation. Recent rumours that 
the council may call for a local lockdown 
makes it harder. It has been a serious 
struggle for many I know. The 
uncertainty of daily living is demanding. 

 
 
John Gates 
 

Margaret Young 
Prayer Spaces 

Like most people we found lockdown 
early on difficult, dodging and 
distancing and feeling cross with people 
who didn’t bother. Our dog wasn’t 
happy with one walk a day either. We 
just had a stroppy dog and really felt for 
parents coping with disappointed 
children.  Thankfully, with the first 
easing we found Evington Park and the 
arboretum were more peaceful than 
local roads. We relished the spring 
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flowers as if it was the first time we had 
seen them. 

 
Then we discovered the prayer walk 
round St. Denys’s churchyard. It was 
immensely comforting. There were 
encouraging prayers, prayers for 
loneliness, prayers for caring, prayers 
for those suffering abuse [ with contact 
phone numbers given], prayers by 
seats, prayers in quiet corners and even 
prayers with gentle jokes appended. 

‘St. Denys walked into a lamp post. He 
found it an enlightening experience.’ 

There was a young woman sitting down, 
seemingly studying. I asked her if she 
been round the prayer walk as it was so 
helpful. She smiled and agreed 
explaining that she was the Reader and 
she was writing her online sermon! 

I mentioned this to Adrian and he let me 
put prayer cards round our churchyard. 
They were on a very much smaller scale. 
Although churches are having to get to 
grips quickly with new technology, our 
outside spaces could be effectively used 
also. Launde Abbey has a Calvary and 
also a maze for quiet reflection. People 
used to have picnics in churchyards - 
think of the litter today! So perhaps 

they thought they were about the living 
as well as the dead.  

Picnics may not be such a good idea, but 
maybe more thought could be given to 
serving the living also. A couple of times 
I have met people in churchyards when 
the church has been shut, who were 
clearly upset, chatted with them and 
just directed to sit a while in a quiet 
corner. One I cheered up by writing his 
phone number down in lipstick.  I 
thought then that it was a shame there 
wasn’t more to focus on or more 
suggestions to help. 

Jeanette and I were walking through St 
Mary’s churchyard feeling rather flat on 
an Easter Sunday afternoon when 
Doreen White ‘pounced’ and drew us in 
to see the flowers and have a cup of tea. 
And we stayed.  

Margaret Young      

 

Theology of Place and 
Parish 
 

s we have been forced out of the 
church buildings over lockdown, 
many times we have been 

confronted with the question: what is 
church community when not gathered 
around a church building? 

The church, we are reminded many 
times, is ‘the people’. Then follows the 
question, ‘do we even need buildings’? 
We know the early church worshipped 
in each other’s homes. The earliest 
forms of the Christian mission in Britain 
were monastic. Christianity was spread 

A 
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and these isles evangelised with Celtic 
monasticism. Itinerant preaching with 
missions organised from the 
monasteries which spread through the 
land. Until the advent of the parish, 
there was no parish church building. 

Seeing fair haired (‘Angel like’) English 
slaves in Rome, Pope Gregory sent 
Augustine on his mission 597AD to 
convert the fair ‘Angels’ of the Angles/ 
England. Roman episcopacy followed 
Augustine and the English parish system 
developed hand in hand with a society 
becoming more settled and agrarian.  

A more structured church based around 
the place of farming communities 
started to become the parish system, 
dividing responsibilities amongst 
bishops and priests with carved out 
territories and boundaries. Parish and 
monastic systems existed side by side 
for centuries, sometimes merging, until 
the Reformation dissolution of 
monasteries. 

The system we have today has 
developed, still carrying with it the 
administrative responsibilities of 
society based around parish 
organisation, with responsibilities for 
authorising marriage, burials and 
baptism, managing land and resourcing 
the professional cleric. 

These are the structural factors which 
can seem quite dry and make one yearn 
for the romanticism of Celtic 
monasticism. However, is there not 
something about belonging which is at 
the heart of parish life and church? 
Contemporary mission and efforts to 
evangelise can overlook the powerful 

pull on the heart and identity of 
belonging that the parish church.  

For many of our congregation for 
generations it will have been true, that 
they look to the parish church as the 
place where they visit as their ancestors 
and loved ones are buried in the 
grounds surrounding it. Each time you 
walk in and walk out, it is the baptismal 
font where as a baby you will have been 
baptised, as would your children and 
children’s children. 

Religion is as much about being part of 
something beyond ourselves that we 
can see, touch and immediately access - 
an ancient history which stretches back 
centuries. The parish church is often the 
oldest building in the community and 
existed long beyond the living memories 
of anyone else in the community. 

In these desperately uncertain times, 
people can see themselves 
disconnected from each other and feel 
alone in a materialistic world. Parish 
church functions as a local community 
built on generations reaching beyond 
the materialism of the contemporary. 

Of course, much of the above does not 
have the traction it once did, with 
transient mobile communities and a 
globalised workforce. Few of us see 
farm fields in our day to day existence 
so that the seasons we celebrate based 
around the farming year diminish in 
relevance. 

However, belonging to parish and the 
shared sense of life, community and 
worship comes together in the space of 
the church building. In a church service, 
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there is a collective boundary of 
worship which is different to the time 
before the service and what happens 
beyond the church walls. Worship time 
in a church is sacred, special, holy or set 
apart. If unchecked, the wonder of this 
sacred space can have a tendency to 
gravitate toward traditionalism. The 
spiritual can easily become crowded out 
- the created building becoming the 
focus on worship rather than the 
Creator Himself. Or, the ritual of religion 
provides a comfort through the 
familiarity of a cultural rhythm more so 
than interest in the person of Christ 
being our object of devotion.  

Whenever we are tempted either to 
play down the importance of gathering 
together in the parish’s sacred space or 
lose perspective of what the space is 
for, we should look to the northern 
entrance at St Mary’s. There are two 
sets of important words. Over the north 
porch are the words, ‘the same 
yesterday, today, and forever’. The 
other set of words are inside the 
doorway on a poster: ‘The church is a 
hospital for sinners, not a museum for 
saints’. Holding both sets of words 
together, sometimes in tension, 
convinces me that should look forward 
to a time when gather together and 
worship as ‘church’ in a church and 
embrace all that makes parish an 
enduring feature of committed faithful 
belonging. 

Revd Matthew 

 

 

O, blest retirement!  
Directing the Knighton Singers and 
learning the trombone are not the only 
ways in which Stephen Foster now 
passes his time. 

 
ince retirement (now over a year 
ago), various folk have kindly 
asked me how I am filling my time! 

Well, as many people say, following 
retirement, and even more so during 
lockdown, this particular stage of life 
doesn't find many folk idle!  

In part, I myself have been busy doing 
some post-doctoral research, which 
seems a bit odd in itself, as I finished my 
PhD in 1998! 

So, for those who, in retirement, might 
be thinking of diving into academia 
again or for the first time, let me say, at 
whatever level, its rewards can be quite 
captivating.  

Certainly, whilst teaching in HE, 
especially 'up north', over the years, 
many retired folk jumped into theology, 
again or for the first time, and the 
breadth of their life experience did 
much to enrich many of the groups 
being taught. 

But to return to me ... quite a number of 
folk have further asked exactly what 
research I am doing in retirement.  

So, at the risk of appearing self-
indulgent (bad enough), or (even worse) 
lulling any reader gently off to sleep, 
please forgive me, but (briefly) here 
goes! 

S 
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Inside the vast field of Biblical Studies, 
'form criticism', the study of how 
written material may be derived and put 
together, is very much a discipline 
within which I and folk like me study 
biblical 'text', often therefore in Greek, 
Hebrew and Aramaic. There are many 
complications to such study, not least 
how the whole text may have been 
changed or 'redacted' since it first 
reached some stage of completion, or 
any part of the text reached a 
completion.  

So, to assume that the Gospel according 
to St Mark we have is, what we might 
call, the 'original' may well be a 
significant assumption, and one I have 
come to doubt over the years. But my 
study of Mark presently is a relational 
one, where its overall structure is 
compared with Aristotelian Tragedy.  

Although that sounds complicated, it 
actually isn't. Based on Aristotle's 
poetics, a 19th German scholar called 
Gustav Freytag derived a pictorial plan 
or formula which classical stories of 
tragedy typically followed. This has 
become known as Freytag's Pyramid, or 
Freytag's Triangle. Without going into 
detail, Freytag suggested that stories 
categorised as 'tragedy' followed a fairly 
rigid plan, admittedly often with 
nuances, emphases, additions and 
subtractions, but insufficient as to 
deform the overall plan described. A 
number of scholars, including me, over 
the last 20 or more years have dipped 
into the notion that this blueprint for a 
classical tragedy almost perfectly fits 
the overall form of the Gospel according 
to St Mark as we have received it. This is 

significant for any number of reasons, 
not least the seemingly 'odd' ending of 
16:8, over which scholars have mused 
for decades!  

In applying Freytag to this latter part, 
the ending becomes both plausible and 
intended. So, is Mark in overall form a 
classical tragedy written in a peculiarly 
Marcan dramatic style? Certainly very 
possible.  

My present work, connected with the 
above, is trying to find some connection 
between Mark's likely place and time of 
writing and other writers who were 
engaged in writing tragedy. Well, Rome, 
in the first century, finds Seneca the 
Younger in Rome, who certainly wrote 
classical tragedies in a Roman style. 
There is no evidence as yet discovered 
that Mark had any personal connection 
with Seneca but it does prove that 
'tragedy' was part of what we call the 
'Sitz im Leben' or (more easily 
described), the 'context' in which Mark 
probably found himself. It also appears 
from primary source material that 
Seneca had some sort of 'good' 
connection with Tertullian, a prolific 
Christian writer of the first century in 
Roman North Africa. Perhaps Seneca 
therefore, despite being described as a 
Stoic, had Christian sympathies. Seneca, 
a powerful influence both politically and 
in a literary sense in Rome at the time 
was forced to commit suicide by Nero 
and we know also that the latter's 
relationship with the fledgling Church 
was not too wholesome either! He, as 
part of what we call the Neronian 
Persecution, blamed the Christians for 
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burning a large part of the city of Rome 
in AD64.  

So at least from this we can suggest 
Mark was familiar with the written 
genre we call 'tragedy' and chose to 
write his Good News of the life of Jesus 
using this form and on which both 
Matthew and Luke with other material 
alien to Mark were based. 

So, if you are still awake, please at least 
put aside and forgive these musings.   

However, if you have any questions 
about this or any other biblio-critical 
matters, I am very happy to try to be of 
help.  

SAF 

Poets’ corner 

Orange Peel 
 
As I sit and wonder, feet upon the 
floor, 
I look down at the hard brown earth. 
Littered in indefinable patterns are 
small shells of orange peel. 
No long curls of deliberate spiral, 
But the product of harsh deliberate 
hands seeking pleasure, seeking 
sustenance. 
Product of one or two or more? 
 
Do I chastise them for the signs that 
they were there? 
 
Were they laughing girls and boys 
sitting making sense of youth? 
Were they playing games old and new, 
Making steps to being adults, 
Walking on the paths that lead to 
courtship and to pain? 

Did they boast of childish battles and in 
words destroy the work of life? 
 
In innocence did they miss the miracle 
found around them? 
Am I frightened by their carelessness? 
Seeing only strands of history choking 
all, 
Am I feeling lost - while they have 
found a future? 
 
John Gates  
"Thoughts in Melnik - Easter 1997" 
 

Thank you and good luck 
 

 
est wishes to Sue and Paul Bonnett 
on their recent move to the north 

west of England. Their contributions to 
the leadership, management and social 
life of St Mary’s and of the wider 
benefice defy summary. 

Paul of course continues to play a vital 
role in seeking funds for the spire 
appeal from charitable trusts and 
foundations. 

It is to be hoped that it will soon be 
possible for them to return to Leicester 
for the personal acknowledgment they 
deserve. 

B 
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Our England is a garden, and such gardens are not made 
By singing, “Oh how beautiful,” and sitting in the shade …. 
 
Oh, Adam was a gardener, and God who made him sees 
That half a proper gardener’s work is done upon his knees, 
So when your work is finished, you can wash your hands and pray 
For the Glory of the Garden that it may not pass away! 
And the Glory of the Garden it shall never pass away! 

                        
Kipling 
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History 
 

Knighton’s National School 
Did you know there used to be a small National School on Knighton Road, opposite 
what is now the entrance to College Court? Patricia Mason continues our new series 
delving into the history of our parishes. 

ational Schools were built next to or close by the local Church of England Parish 
Church and were established to promote elementary education in accordance 
with the teachings of the Church. 

The National School in Knighton 
was built with significant 
financial funds from Sir Edmond 
Cradock Hartopp and opened in 
1840. It was built on the edge of 
an 8-acre field in Knighton Road 
between what is now Queens 
Road and Northcote Roads. By 
1849 there were on roll 57 
pupils: 21 boys and 36 girls. 

The school’s first headmistress 
was Mrs Elizabeth Hughes, from Dublin; she was a widow with three children and 
worked at the school until 1854. She was a devout member of St Mary’s Parish Church. 
Mrs Hughes was succeeded by Miss Ann Bailey, who taught in Knighton until about 
1860. 

The school was extended in 1856 and in 1874 by the addition of an Infant School. Miss 
Rowlett was the infants’ headmistress and Miss Maria Willey was the National School 
mistress who taught at the school from 1871 to 1890. John William Swindells of 
Knighton Road was listed in Kelly’s 1908 Directory as the schoolmaster of Knighton 

N 
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National School and his wife Sarah Ann may also have taught at the school during this 
period. It is also known that a Miss Inchley was teaching the Infants’ class in 1905. An 
Inspection Report of that year said, “The Infants reflect great credit on Miss Inchley. At 
present her work is difficult and somewhat less effective because she has fifty children 
of varying ages. The room is so full that even if she had assistance the youngest children 
would not get so much movement and variety of posture as is desirable. The 
difficulties, however, are well and cheerfully met.” 

In the early days the school used the monitorial system of education previously known 
as the Lancaster system (named after Joseph Lancaster) which encouraged children to 
develop personal initiative and adult responsibilities. This system encouraged children 
to teach; each child teacher became a monitor, with the more able pupils teaching the 
less able. As the slower pupils gained speed, they too became monitors. There was one 
monitor to every ten pupils. 

An article from illustrated chronicle 4 January 1958, page 9 from a Mrs Amy P. 
Farnsworth writes about ‘’Ye olde village school’’: 

‘’About 30 years ago there was in the village of Knighton a dear little National 
School. When we first came to live near Knighton, several of our neighbours and 
ourselves had young children, not quite of school age. The Council School which 
they would have to attend was 20 minutes’ walk and the children would have to 
cross a very busy road. So my husband and I got up a petition to ask the 
Education Authority if they would re-open and provide a teacher for this old 
school, just for the smaller children. We secured about fifty names and the 
petition was duly posted. We had a reply saying that the school was in a bad 
condition and that it would require at least two teachers who could not be 
spared; so the little ones had to attend the Council School after all.  

But what became of the dear old school? The parish of Saint Mary Magdalene, 
Knighton procured it as their parish hall from 1932 and after restorations it was 
used for their older Sunday school scholars and for concerts, dances, whist 
drives etc. The money for the restoration was obtained from subscriptions and 
from people buying bricks at sixpence each, and from concerts and plays given 
by the children.’’ 

The Knighton National School survived until Easter 1929, having become ‘juniors-only’ 
in 1922. The school by this time had become inadequate and in poor condition.  

The parish used it as their parish hall until the early 70s, when it was demolished and 
replaced with a block of flats. 

An elderly correspondent of ‘The Clarion’ in 1983 recalled attending the old village 
school during the First World War and being sent across fields to Avenue Road to make 
splints for wounded soldiers. 
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Do you have a story to tell, passed down through your family of someone who attended 
or worked at the school? 

If so, I would love to hear from you. 

Email: patriciamason10@gmail.com 

Patricia Mason 

The Fatigues of a Married Life 
elicity Cocks has been sorting through Terry’s collection of post cards, mainly of 
ancient buildings, ruins and monuments, and she came upon this picture of a 
memorial in St Andrew’s Church, Bramfield, Suffolk, which she thought would 

interest and entertain readers. The orotund style is typical of the eighteenth century, 
but the direct frankness and sense of drama would be remarkable in any period. 
 
As Felicity says, “I wouldn’t like to guess how long it took to create the slab or what it 
would have cost the family. I wonder if her own family or the Applewhaits or even her 
‘intended’ husband paid for it.” 
 

Between the Remains of her Brother EDWARD, 
And of her Husband ARTHUR 

Here lies the Body of BRIDGETT APPLEWHAIT 
Once BRIDGETT NELSON. 

After the Fatigues of a Married Life 
Born by her with Incredible Patience, 

For four Years and three Quarters bating three weeks; 
And after the Enjoiment of the Glorious Freedom 

Of an Early and Unblemisht Widowhood, 
For four Years and Upwards, 

She Resolved to run the Risk of a second Marriage-Bed 
But DEATH forbad the Banns --- 

And having with an Apoplectick Dart 
(The same Instrument with which he had Formerly  

Dispatch’t her Mother) 
Touch’t the most Vital part of her Brain; 

She must have fallen Directly to the Ground,  
(as one Thunder-strook) 

If she had not been Catch’t and Supported 
By her Intended Husband. 
Of which Invisible Bruise 

After a Struggle of above Sixty Hours, 
With that Grand Enemy of Life, 

F 
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(But the certain and Mercifull Friend to Helpless Old Age,) 
In terrible Convulsions Plaintive Groans, or Stupefying Sleep, 

Without Recovery of her Speech, or Senses, 
She Dyed, on the 12th day of Sept in ye Year of our Lord 1737  

and of her own Age 44. 
 

Behold! I Come , as a Theif. Rev. 6th Ch 15th V 
 

But Oh! Thou Source of Pious Cares 
Strict Judge without Regard 

Grant, tho’ we Go hence Unawares, 
We Go not Unprepar’d. 

 
AMEN 
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Services and events 
The Leicester Lockdown and reopening 
our churches 

s you’ll know, our ‘local 
lockdown’ in Leicester has been 
reviewed by the Government …. 

and we have another two weeks (at 
least) before we can follow the rest of 
the country and ease some restrictions. 
Our church buildings therefore remain 
closed and we must continue with 
worship, prayer and other aspects of 
our church life in other ways. At some 
point though we will be re-opening our 
buildings and re-starting worship 
together!  

To help us prepare we would like your 
views through our questionnaire, 
circulated last week and still available 
from the website or directly from 
Adrian. The PCCs want to know what 
you think is the best way ahead at this 
point, so please do complete and return 
a questionnaire – and many thanks to 
everyone who has already done so. Full 
details are in the notes that come with 
the questions.  

To assist with the 'Returning to Public 
Worship' survey, if you prefer to send 
responses online instead of via the post, 
please use this link to be taken to the 
survey. 
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/8
HWXKXG 
 
Please continue to pray for our life 
together as a church and as a benefice 

partnership of two parishes. A fire burns 
most brightly when the coals are 
gathered, and just now prayer is the key 
way for us to be ‘gathered’ and to build 
our fire. Please pray for each other – for 
a lively and hopeful Christian faith 
despite the wearying circumstances.  

Meanwhile, see the newsletters and 
church websites for access to the 
regular online recordings of reflective 
worship on Sundays, and for details of 
how to sign up for the Wednesday 
services of Compline; not to mention 
the occasional virtual coffee mornings.  
 
• The Editor hopes Matthew will be 

moved to organise another virtual 
quiz, so that he can redeem the 
Siesage family’s relatively 
disappointing fourth place in the last 
one. 

 

PLANNED GIVING  
Regular giving is an integral part of our 
church life, supporting our day to day 
costs, ministry and mission. These 
needs are not lessened during the 
pandemic. A good way to achieve this is 
through a weekly envelope or a monthly 
bank standing order as part of our 
Planned Giving Scheme. Scheme details 
can be obtained from the Planned 
Giving secretaries of each parish (see 
Contacts pages). If you are a taxpayer 
and gift aid your giving, our churches 
can claim an additional 25%. 
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Contacts and Who’s Who  
Benefice Ministry Team 
Vicar 
Revd Adrian Jones 
(day off normally Friday) 

 
0116 270 4268 
or 07584 
954414 
 

 
adrian.jones@zoho.com 

Assistant Curate 
Revd Matthew Gough  
(day off normally Friday) 
 

 
07754 961997 

 
Revgough@gmail.com 

Revd Aphro McCullough 0116 283 7887 aphro.mccullough@btinternet.c
om 

Revd Canon Dr Stephen Foster 07966 376905 safpta6@gmail.com 

Revd Janet Gasper 0116 288 9646 janet.gasper@hotmail.co.uk 

Reader 
Fiona Wingate 

 
07515 752954 

 
Fiona.wingate@talktalk.net 

St. Guthlac’s 
 
Church Wardens 
David Hunt, Tina Jarvis 
churchwardens@stguthlac-
knighton.co.uk 
Parish Administrator 
Jane Wright 
administrator@stguthlac-
knighton.co.uk 
Deanery Synod  
Fiona Wingate 
PCC Secretary 
Lesley Meakin 
PCC Treasurer 
David Hunt 
Sacristan  
Steve Bowyer 

Parochial Church Council 
The Vicar, the Associate Priest, the 
Church Wardens, the PCC Secretary, 
the PCC Treasurer, The Deanery Synod 
representative; and Steve Bowyer, 
Chris Bullough, Yolanda Courtney, Jean 
Gabbar, Peter Lakin, Brenda Lee, Ann 
Swanson, Jane Wright 
Children and Vulnerable Adults 
Advocate  
Tina Jarvis  
Child Protection/Safeguarding Adults 
Co-ordinator 
Anne Hunt  
safeguarding@stguthlac-
knighton.co.uk 
Diocesan Safeguarding Officer  
Rachael Spiers 
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0116 2616341  
rachael.spiers@leccofe.org 
Planned Giving Scheme 
David Hunt 
Electoral Roll 
Jane Wright 
Flower Rota    
Cheryl Brewer 
Church Group    
Lesley Meakin 
Youth Group    
Tina Jarvis 
Knighton Players   
David Hunt 
Memory Cafe    
Tina Jarvis 
Community Cafe   
Lesley Meakin 
Tea and Talk     
Tina Jarvis 
Organ studentship co-ordinator 
Yolanda Courtney 
Holbrook Hall Caretakers & bookings 
Mark & Steph are on furlough during  
the pandemic 

St Mary’s 

Church Warden  
Rosalind Matthew  
07531 505 637  
Parish Administrator 
James is on furlough during the 
pandemic. Adrian is monitoring emails 
office@knightonparish.co.uk  
Deanery Synod  
Bob Rutland  
David Stanyer  
PCC Secretary  
Nigel Siesage 
07910 850 198 
PCC Treasurer 
David Stanyer 

0116 291 4625 
Sacristan 
David Ardley 
0116 221 9604 
Parochial Church Council 
The Vicar, the Curate, the Church 
Wardens, the PCC Secretary, the 
PCC Treasurer, The Deanery Synod 
representatives; and Angelica 
Amoroso, Mary Britton, Sian Howard, 
Michael Kirk, Andrew Oldershaw, Anne 
Squires and Tanya Willis  
Children and Vulnerable Persons 
Advocate 
John Astles 
07976 391 558  
Child Protection/Safeguarding Adults 
Co-ordinator 
Cora Paul 
0116 367 8954  
Bell Ringers  
Jane Salt 
0116 270 6293 
Planned Giving Scheme  
Lorna Pollard 
0116 270 4272  
Envelope Secretary  
Helen Long 
0116 270 7781  
Electoral Roll 
Eileen McKellican 
0116 270 0714 
Flower Guild 
Deborah Martin 
0116 270 7525  
Magazine Editor 
Nigel Siesage 
07910 850 198 
stmaryknighton.magazine@gmail.com  
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Magazine Distribution 
Bernard Stone 
0116 288 1306 
Thursday Morning Club  
Mavis Mason 
0116 229 5760  
Mothers’ Union 
Anne Squires 
0116 210 2504 
Social Committee 
Cora Paul 
0116 367 8954  
Instrumentalists  
Beverley Jarrom 
0116 212 8331 
Sunday Club 
Judi Stone 
0116 288 1306  
Rainbows 
Gill Gates 
0116 220 3643  
Beavers, Cubs and Scouts  
Sue Parsley (Co-ordinator)  
0116 271 6071 
Brownies (Monday)  
Megan Thomas  
07732 042 216  
Brownies (Wednesday)  
Gill Gates 
0116 220 3643 
Guides (Monday) 
Anne Hunt 
0116 271 6991 
Guides (Wednesday) 
Gill Gates 
0116 220 3643 
Caretakers & Bookings 
Mark & Steph are on furlough during  
the pandemic. 
  

The Benefice Magazine 

Articles do not represent the opinions 
of the Parochial Church Council of 
either church. Typographical and 
other errors (and the occasional 
omission) are the Editor’s 
responsibility.  

The closing date for copy for the next 
issue is 30 September 2020. 

Please send your contributions, 
preferably in Word, to 
stmaryknighton.magazine@gmail.com 
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