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B e n e f i c e  M a g a z i n e  

St Mary’s reopens for services 
 

n Sunday 6 September, St 
Mary’s saw the first public 
service in our benefice since the 

onset of the pandemic. A diminished 
but joyful and relieved congregation of 
24 attended for Morning Prayer, led by 
Revd Adrian and assisted by Revd 
Matthew.  

As Adrian said, the experience was 
slightly surreal. As the photograph 
shows, participants were seated in 
widely separated designated places and 
(apart from the celebrants) wore masks. 
There was no Eucharist and of course no 
singing – an absence which was only 
partially relieved by recorded music. 

Afterwards in the churchyard, there was 
evident pleasure in meeting old friends 
for the first time in six months, even if 
social distance had to be maintained. 

And then, outside the West door, a 
special ‘welcome back’ in chalk from 
Derry and Sky was discovered. 

 
Building on this successful experience, 
there will be a Communion Service on 
13 September and subsequent Sundays 
at 10am; and on Wednesday 16 
September at 7.30pm, Matthew will 
preside at a Eucharistic service for the 
first time following his ordination earlier 
in the day. 

• Places at all services are limited. 
Please remember to book by 
phoning the St Mary’s Parish Office.  

 

O 
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From the Editor 
hat much quoted but apocryphal 
ancient Chinese curse, “May you 
live in interesting times” is 

certainly relevant to our experience of 
2020. We may feel that Her Majesty’s 
Government often makes it more 
‘interesting’ than it needs to be, initially 
giving the impression that the new 
restrictions on activities would apply to 
church services apart from weddings 
and funerals, only days after this 
benefice had celebrated its first public 
service for half a year. Such ill-
considered announcements have been 
commonplace in other walks of life. Ask 
any teacher. Or exam candidate. 

I was therefore particularly pleased to 
read the Archbishop of Canterbury’s 
comment. Having consulted the 
Government, he reported that there 
was no change in the limits on places of 
worship: “Worship is the work of God – 
not a social gathering - and gives the 
strength to love and serve.” Quite. Or as 
someone I know said, “Go, Justin!” 

Nigel  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vicar’s Letter  

 
 

Friends, 

How are you feeling?  

According to recent surveys* half of us 
feel anxious or worried because of the 
corona virus pandemic, twenty percent 
of us have felt lonely, and seventeen 
percent have felt hopeless. Young 
adults (under 35) and unemployed 
people are more likely to feel hopeless 
than older people, and women are 
more likely to feel anxious, lonely or 
hopeless than men. Older people (over 
70) appear to be more resilient 
themselves but eighty percent of them 
are worrying about the impact 
coronavirus is having on their families, 
and they are more at risk from the 
disease itself and from its effects on the 
health service. 

Hardly a time for celebration. 

Normally this first half of the autumn is 
the time when we celebrate God’s 
goodness to us in the harvest – of crops 
and produce from the land and the sea, 
of minerals and energy from the earth, 
and of our human gifts, time and 
activities. But how can we celebrate 
Harvest Festival in the time of a 
pandemic?  

T 
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Despite the pandemic much of our life 
remains blessed by the harvest gifts we 
usually celebrate, so the big difficulty is 
then our feelings. We don’t feel like 
celebrating when there is so much else 
to be concerned about, so much else to 
occupy our thoughts and priorities.  

Noticing that it’s our feelings that get in 
the way much of the time, and make it 
hard to recognise and celebrate God’s 
goodness, is the first step towards a 
renewed Harvest Festival in the midst of 
the pandemic.  

Next we need to be intentional – that is, 
to make plans and determine to 
celebrate despite our feelings and the 
headlines that grab our attention. So, in 
Knighton we have set a date of Sunday 
4th October for a benefice Harvest 
Festival. As we will not all be able to 
gather in the same place, some of that 
celebration can be at St Mary’s, but 
some will need to be on-line and some 
in our own homes – but we can make 
that happen and so we can still share 
together! 

Then we need a focus for Harvest that 
puts our own troubles in perspective 
and reminds us, as usual, that we are 
given our blessings so that they can be 
shared with others who have far less. 
Jesus came to bring fulness of life to 
everyone and we are part of his mission 
in the world today. So this year our 
focus will be on the people of the 
Zabbaleen community in the rubbish 
dumps of urban Cairo in Egypt, and the 
work of the Salaam Centre that grows 
hope amidst poverty and despair, 
supported by UK Christian charity 

Embrace.  Our Harvest Festival can help 
us to remember and celebrate all that 
God has given us, and in turn we can 
help to provide the basic needs of 
another community which, although far 
away, shares the same human struggles 
during these difficult times. 

Look out for more details of our Harvest 
Festival on the websites and in the 
newsletters, and in the meantime keep 
in mind how these words of St Paul are 
directed to ourselves:  

“Command those who are rich in this 
present world not to be arrogant nor to 
put their hope in wealth, which is so 
uncertain, but to put their hope in 
God, who richly provides us with 
everything for our enjoyment. 
Command them to do good, to be rich in 
good deeds, and to be generous and 
willing to share. In this way they will lay 
up treasure for themselves as a firm 
foundation for the coming age, so that 
they may take hold of the life that is 
truly life.” (1 Timothy 6:17-19) 

Yours in friendship 

Adrian 

* The Mental Health Foundation 
mentalhealth.org.uk and Age UK Ageuk.org.uk 

 

The Bible Speaks Today 
any people have a favourite 
Bible verse – a special 
passage of deep and 

comforting words perhaps, or a 
challenge that helped the make a hard 
decision. In the evangelical tradition of 
my student days we wrote carefully 

M 
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selected quotations in the covers or end 
pages of our friends Bibles, to mark 
occasions and to encourage each other.  

My firm belief is that all of the Bible is 
able to guide and direct us, and is 
intended to help us grow to maturity of 
faith and life. Having a favourite verse 
can certainly be part of this growth and 
direction. However, if we adopt a verse 
as ‘our own’ without understanding it 
fully then we are short-changing the 
Bible and closing down what it wants to 
say to us. 

Jeremiah 29, verse 11, is a good 
example. This oft-quoted verse from the 
Old Testament, or Hebrew Scriptures, 
says: “For I know the plans I have for 
you” declares the Lord, “plans to 
prosper you and not to harm you, plans 
to give you hope and a future.”  This is 
certainly an encouragement to us at the 
start of a new season in life or when a 
decision has to be made, and this is how 
the verse is usually used. Exploring the 
context of the verse, when and why it 
was written, gives us a much bigger 
picture however. 

 
Jeremiah by Michelangelo, Sistine 
Chapel, Rome 

Jeremiah was a prophet of judgement 
and exile who lived in turbulent and 
dangerous times around 600 BC. He saw 

the reigns of five kings of Judah and 
watched the rise of a new superpower 
as Babylon conquered both Assyria and 
Egypt. As the reforms of good King 
Josiah failed to change the hearts of the 
people of Judah, Jeremiah was called by 
God to proclaim warnings of destruction 
and exile from the Promised Land. This 
‘Weeping Prophet’ was deeply 
unpopular with his own people and 
their rulers and was accused of treason 
and imprisoned… and yet he can say 
“For I know the plans I have for you” 
declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you 
and not to harm you, plans to give you 
hope and a future.” 

By understanding the context of this 
verse we can see that its real power 
comes from the reassurance God is 
giving that there is hope and a good, 
bright future for the people after they 
have been through these current 
catastrophic times, after they have 
experienced the justice and judgement 
of God. Jeremiah is not preaching cosy 
comfort and the denial of present 
challenges, but rather that God’s 
purposes and plans go way beyond 
what they currently see and experience.  

The application of this verse to our own 
times starts to become clearer now – 
and again more powerful. It is not a 
verse that encourages us to sit back and 
wait for God’s goodness to flow over us 
like a warm blanket, but rather it is a 
verse that throws a bucket of cold water 
on us. It should pull us up sharply, as it 
should have done to the ancient people 
of God in Judah.  
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Jeremiah would tell us that our current 
global challenges are real and won’t be 
going away anytime soon. To some 
degree we have brought them on 
ourselves – not individually, but as a 
generation of humanity who have not 
heeded God’s pattern and purpose for 
us. We will have to live through them 
and try to make things better – BUT we 
also have the assurance that if we do 
turn to God, he has a good future ready 
and prepared for us. His intentions 
remain loving and good – but we have 
the choice of how we will respond. 

Limiting the Bible to our favourite 
verses means we rob ourselves of so 
much direction and teaching that God 
intends for us. Don’t throw away your 
calendar of daily Bible quotes or your 
Cathedral souvenir tea towel ... but do 
dig deeper and explore the whole 
picture of God’s goodness. 

Adrian Jones 

Spire restoration to go 
ahead 

he St Mary’s PCC is expected to 
give its formal approval for the 
long-awaited repairs of the spire 

and tower to proceed this Autumn. The 
work was originally planned for the 
latter half of 2020, with further fund-
raising activities during the first part of 
the year. 

The Covid-19 pandemic has seriously 
affected these plans, and members of 
the PCC met recently to review the 
position and the prospects. Among the 
factors influencing the decision to 
launch the works now were: 

• The approved 
tenders for 
the work will 
not hold 
indefinitely, 
and the total 
cost if the 
project is 
delayed into 
the Spring will 
increase by an estimated £9,000. 

• £30,000 from the Listed Places of 
Worship Grant scheme is available 
now but cannot be depended on 
next year. 

• Local fund-raising has exceeded its 
original target and stands at 
£41,000; and a further £5,000 award 
from a charity has been obtained; 
but the key major grant application 
to the National Historic Churches 
Trust has not been successful. 

• Other trusts and charities are 
increasingly diverting their attention 
to the consequences of the 
pandemic. 

The practical solution therefore is to go 
ahead now, before winter sets in and 
delays the work; and to draw on the 
parish’s reserves to make up the 
difference.  

But for generosity of local gifts and the 
success of events, this step might not 
have been possible. Local fund-raising 
events will continue as far as 
circumstances allow. 

It is hoped that we will soon see 
scaffolding rising around the tower. 

Nigel Siesage 

T 
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Letters from lockdown 
Flick Titley 
 
Living Water 
 
It is Sunday morning. My footsteps turn 
towards the empty church and I stand 
on the narrow bridge over the 
Washbrook behind St Mary's, watching 
the fast-flowing stream. Two leaves 
catch my eye as they are propelled 
under the bridge into my vision. 

The first, larger leaf is being caught in 
the eddies as the current sweeps it 
along. It turns round and round, 
shunted to the side at times and making 
little apparent progress. Then, 
suddenly, it is swept back into the 
middle of the stream and, facing the 
right way again, is swiftly carried on its 
journey. 

The second leaf is smaller and is also 
caught in the current, but it is swamped 
and submerged several times as it is too 
light to resist the buffeting, yet it always 
resurfaces until the next setback, which 
it survives again. At last it disappears 
from sight, under the shadow of the 
brambles and the bindweed, on its way 
again. 

It makes me think of the life we live 
today. We are buffeted by the virus, or 
the threat of it, and overwhelmed by 
lockdown and its limitations and 
isolation. Yet, like the leaves, we have a 
journey to make and, as Christians, we 
can continue, urged on by God's power, 
however hard it seems. Whatever the 

difficulties, God picks us up, turns us 
round, and, right way up now, leads us 
on in faith and trust. Go with the flow. 
God will keep us afloat. 

My Lockdown 
 
Lockdown in a second floor flat 
is not what all of us would pick, 
where every day drags on the same 
and I hear every minute tick. 
 
Slowly the hours drag on and on, 
I never know the date or day; 
with nothing on the calendar  
it doesn't matter anyway. 
 
I'm pleased my lounge looks out at 
trees, 
but now the leaves are covering 
the squirrels and the little birds - 
at least I still can hear them sing. 
 
Rain can make the flat quite cold, 
and in the sun it's very hot, 
but I'm determined I will make 
the most of what's my lot. 
 
I can go out to local shops, 
with social distancing and care; 
it's good to know that there is still 
a peopled world out there. 
 
On the suburban roads each day 
I take an hour's walking break 
around the block, this way or that, 
the same whichever route I take. 
 
There's Email, texts and even voices 
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speaking to me on the 'phone, 
“stand off” visits from my son - 
I've no excuse to feel alone. 
 
Yes, life is difficult at times, 
but harder still for some, 
so I'll be good until the day 
when all the family come. 
 
And when we're reunited 
what a joy it's going to be 
with all the hugs and kisses - 
lockdown? Just a memory. 
 

Carolyn Oldershaw 
 
The first photo which accompanies this 
article is slightly alarming and gives the 
impression that a horrifying event has 
taken place in my kitchen! Rest assured 
that no grisly deed was done but 
instead, I have been making Blackberry 
Vinegar, with fruit gathered by my 
grandchildren! 

My family love it, especially when 
drizzled over Yorkshire Pudding – I know 

it sounds weird but honestly it’s 
delicious – or as a salad dressing or even 
a spoonful sipped slowly for a cough or 
sore throat.   

Vinegar has been used in the kitchen 
since Biblical times and it’s mentioned 5 
times in the Old Testament and 4 in the 
New.   

Jesus was given vinegar to revive him on 
the cross and this fulfilled the prophecy 
of Psalm 69 verse 21 ‘... in my thirst they 
gave me vinegar’. This was thought to 
have been cheap wine mixed with 
myrrh to ease his pain, which He didn’t 
want, but instead just needed 
something to quench his thirst.   

Vinegar can have a negative 
connotation, with reference to 
something slightly unpalatable and sour 
to the taste, but it is also known to have 
healing and soothing properties. It’s like 
a lot of things in life: sour but with the 
potential of delivering sweetness 
through it, like Christ’s death followed 
by his resurrection. 

During the sour time of lockdown I have 
encountered people showing great 
sweetness to one another: gardener 
Tanya, popping around with delicious 
veg from her allotment and making sure 
everyone is ok; our curate Matthew 
checking in to make contact with as 
many as he can and others phoning, 
‘WhatsApping’, calling in and writing to 
each other – every one of them, 
delivering a sweetness of action 
through the vinegar of these difficult 
times.   

So, if you see any remaining 
blackberries or raspberries on the 
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hedgerows, or at ‘pick your own’ farms, 
have a go at making fruity vinegar and 
make sure to give some to someone 
else, to show you’re thinking of them 
with something a little different. 

 
Recipe 

Blackberries (as many as you can pick) 
Cider or wine vinegar 
Sugar 

Put the berries in an earthenware or 
glass bowl, completely cover in vinegar, 
then cover bowl and leave for 5 days. 
Place berries in a muslin bag and strain 
over bowl (see scary picture). Transfer 
strained liquid to a saucepan and add 
450 grams of sugar to 700 mls of liquid.  
Bring to boil and cook for 8 mins.  
Transfer to sterilised bottles and enjoy! 

Carolyn x 

Hope Siesage 
Seasons change, God remains the same  

Back in May, I encouraged you to ‘take 
a moment’ every day and reflect on that 
which you are grateful for. I hope you 
found it encouraging. I did however 
realistically say of myself “it’s difficult to 

adjust to new surroundings and change, 
and it’s likely I’m not going to stay 
grateful consistently over the coming 
months”.  

Well, I know myself well, as I was indeed 
correct and I have definitely not 
remained grateful consistently over the 
past months since I wrote that. I am 
fairly confident that I am not alone in 
feeling this. Although the lovely robin 
that frequents the garden, the plentiful 
food on our table, the security of work 
etc. are things I am incredibly grateful 
for, they have sometimes become 
blurred by the frustrations and concerns 
of the pandemic. The lack of socialising 
and structure and natural worry for 
people are just some of the frustrations 
I’ve felt as we live in what I like to call 
‘lockdown limbo’ - where freedom isn’t 
quite as restricted as it once was but 
there are limitations on what we should 
do. 

What has lifted some of the fog in 
remaining grateful is not only making a 
daily habit to reflect on what I am 
thankful for, but also remembering 
what does not change. I briefly 
mentioned it in May, but focusing on 
that which remains the same can bring 
a real sense of security.  

So, what has remained the same and 
does not change in the midst of a 
pandemic? You’ve guessed it. God 
remains the same. Now this may be a 
Sunday School answer, but hopefully 
you can agree that it is true. We see this 
in various places in the Bible. Malachi 
3:6 states “For I, the Lord, do not 
change; therefore you … are not 
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consumed”; and Hebrews 13:8 says 
“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and 
today and forever”. 

Through all the unknowns and the 
unsettled nature of how we may feel, 
God remains the same. We may not 
always feel this to be the case; but we 
can know it to be. Through faith, we find 
a God that is abounding in His love for 
us and this is not constantly adapting 
like the things around us; but rather 
remains as a constant in our lives. 
Another encouraging verse that shows 
this is James 1:17-18 which says, “Every 
good and perfect gift is from above, 
coming down from the Father of the 
heavenly lights, who does not change 
like shifting shadows. He chose to give 
us birth …” 

The lyrics of a song called “Seasons 
Change” further illustrates the 
foundation God can be for us. 

Though the music changes 
And the songs we sing 

We still lift our praises to our loving 
God and King 

Though the seasons change 
Your love remains 

Lord, You've been faithful to plant the 
seeds 

And You will be faithful to always send 
Your rain 

You are faithful 
Though the seasons change 

Your love remains 
 
A prayer  

Lord, we pray that you would teach us 
to rely on you amidst times of 
uncertainty. 

Lord, we pray that you would equip us 
to support all those who are struggling 
during this pandemic.  

Lord, we pray for peace and restoration 
for communities that have been badly 
affected by the pandemic.  

We thank you that you remain the 
same. 

Despite our changing circumstances, 
you never change.  

Lord I pray that in you, we would “take 
refuge in the shadow of your wings until 
the disaster has passed” (Ps 57:1)  

In Jesus’ name,  

Amen  

Hope 

Revd John Gates 
A bad hair day  

One of the good things of the past 
months is that Babs has found a new 
hairdresser. She comes to our flat and is 
willing to give even my hair a trim. 
However much is on hold, some things 
keep growing come what may.  

Today for me is a bad hair day. I’m not 
sure what that means for each of you 
but I’m finding today difficult. I’ve been 
out but that hasn’t lifted my spirits. 
Sainsbury's have done their weekly 
delivery. I’ve answered emails and 
“WhatsApps" from friends and family 
but I’m still in the doldrums. I have 
enjoyed seeing grandkids going back to 
school in their new school uniforms, but 
I wonder if I’m over-worrying as they 
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make this venture in a world of which 
I’m uncertain.  

I’m 70+ and vulnerable. I’ve had a good 
life but a far from straightforward one, 
and I still want more. I’m grateful for my 
life with my wife, but as I said, today I’m 
feeling down. We often put on a show 
for others, but such pretence is no good 
for God.  

I am grateful for our NHS and our 
doctors, nurses, support staff and 
carers. I’m conscious of the cloud that 
Covid-19 puts over them all. How they 
are coping now, God only knows. I pray 
for them all, especially those in our own 
congregation involved in this work.  

… 

I woke this morning at 4am and wrote 
some more of the article I started 
yesterday. Now I feel the cloud has 
lifted slightly. I remember one of my 
favourite psalms, Psalm 23 “The Lord is 
my shepherd" and the line “yea though 
I walk through the valley of the 
shadow". It’s an oldie but goodie. It 
definitely felt yesterday as though I was 
walking in “the valley of the shadow".  

Anyhow it’s back to sleep, and then to 
face the challenges of a new day. I 
believe I’m wearing the mask and we’re 
going shopping. Time to be brave once 
more.  

John Gates 
 

 

 

 

Revd Matthew Gough 
How to help in despair: the distinctive 
advantage of the Christian mindset 

1. Your Worth 

Each individual is made in the image of 
God. That is every individual. A person’s 
inherent worth is not their contribution, 
money or attractiveness, rather that 
their life matters because God loves 
them. 

This is the vital starting point which 
motivates us to bother about even the 
most demanding person or someone 
who may be repulsive. 

2. Knowing Our Limitations 

Secondly, because we have a God 
beyond ourselves, i.e. we are not fully 
sovereign over our own lives. Nor can 
we control the destiny of over people, 
this should give us peace in the sense 
that we are not responsible for rescuing 
other people. I cannot be fully 
responsible for the welfare and 
wellbeing of another. I may steward a 
child or loved for a short time, but 
ultimately, they belong to God. 

These two different features need to be 
held in tension in terms of helping other 
people and perhaps ourselves when 
despair knocks at ones door as it 
inevitably will in one form or another. 

In this time of pandemic, I have 
experienced and been party to a range 
of emotions and suffering mental 
anguish from other people. Having 
worked in mental health/ social work 
for over 20 years I am experienced but 
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also acutely aware of the limits and 
scope of human agency. 

3. Reject Fatalism 

A fear we need to guard against is 
fatalism. Sometimes there is a mindset 
which I will state is not right with God-
whereby we resign ourselves that some 
people are just destined for pain and 
destruction. I worked with a clinical 
psychologist once supporting suicidal 
people who took the attitude that some 
people were better off dead as their 
lives are so miserable. As believers in 
Christ and the world that we see is not 
the only reality at work, we have to 
accept that we occupy a spiritual 
kingdom which has a life beyond our 
lives. There is an unseen hope as 
promised by Corinthians-our 
perceptions are like a dim mirror, for 
now we see in part what we one day will 
see in full (1 Cor, 13). 

4. Acceptance of self and others 

Be gentle on ourselves. As much as the 
pandemic has broken support systems 
and stretched the fabric of social 
cohesion, more and more has fallen 
upon individuals, families and 
communities who choose to care. Let’s 
recognise this strain. Equally, if 
someone is facing despair and crisis at 
this time, it is not their fault. Any 
underlying needs will likely be 
exacerbated by the lack of usual support 
systems added to the natural surfacing 
of anxiety, loneliness and depression at 
this time. 

5. Confront Difficulty 

When I worked as a Samaritan 
volunteer, in training we used to 
encourage the metaphor of holding a 
hand in a burning hob. Our instinct is to 
pull away and protect our hands, as we 
should on a burning hob. However, 
when it comes to emotional distress and 
despair, people need us to hear the 
pain, to walk alongside them, to listen 
despite our natural discomfort and wish 
to avoid the awkwardness.  

6. Being there can be enough 

When people grieve and lose someone, 
they often report the sadness of 
noticing people crossing the road to 
avoid them. Sometimes this is done out 
of concern for our own self 
consciousness of not knowing what to 
say. However, if we start from the 
position of just being alongside 
someone, and knowing that we ‘cannot 
make it ok’. We can relax into 
authenticity, it may be enough comfort 
just the simple, ‘I am sorry for your loss’. 
We can often rush to follow that up 
with, ‘if there’s anything I can do?’. Fine 
if you mean it. Why not offer something 
specific-can I help with cleaning, looking 
after the children, walking the dog-that 
you would be willing to do. Sadly, when 
the gesture of ‘anything I can do’ is 
called and found to be just bluff, it 
magnifies the loss and abandonment 
which may take a while for your 
relationship of trust to recover. 

7. Self Disclosure 

Sharing one’s personal vulnerability is a 
disputed approach. If we are to be open, 
trustworthy and warm-do we not need 
to be known? One thing I have 
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appreciated so much in this pandemic is 
when talking to parishioners, people 
asking about me, my children and 
managing. Corona is a great leveller. 
Rather than clergy condescending from 
upon a high pious mountain, we literally 
are all in this together-particularly in 
Leicester. All of us have had plans, 
families, gatherings, outings, children, 
education, work suffer to some extent 
or another. We cannot hide and it has 
been quite precious being able to share 
our mutual affliction. I think where we 
get it wrong in sharing our personal 
stuff is rushing in when someone else 
needs to talk, share and offload, in our 
efforts to build rapport, we rush to over-
identify and talk about oneself, robbing 
the person of their own unique pain and 
opportunity to share. 

Have Hope this will End 

I look forward to the pandemic coming 
fully to an end. However, for many of us, 
the process has brought a new way of 
relating. And I hope that this care for 
one another may be a legacy and gift 
that Corona has given us which will 
endure when 2020 has become an 
unpleasant memory. 

Rev. Matthew 

 

Jeremy and Doreen MacAfee 
Jeremy and Doreen read this piece in the 
Journal of the Royal College of 
Physicians and Surgeons, Glasgow, and 
felt our readers would find it thought-
provoking.  

For a small amount of perspective at 
this moment, imagine you were born in 
1900. When you are 14, World War I 
starts and ends on your 18th birthday 
with 22 million people killed. Later in 
the year, a Spanish Flu Pandemic hits 
the planet and runs until you are 20. 
Fifty million people die from it in those 
two years. 

When you’re 29, the Great Depression 
begins. Unemployment hits 25%, global 
GDP drops 27%. That runs until you are 
33. The country nearly collapses along 
with the world economy. When you 
turn 39, World War II starts.  Between 
your 39th and 45th birthdays, 75 million 
people perish in the war and the 
Holocaust kills six million. 

At 52, the Korean War starts, and 5 
million perish. Approaching your 62nd 
birthday you have the Cuban Missile 
Crisis, a tipping point in the Cold War. 
Life on our planet, as we know it, could 
well have ended. Great leaders 
prevented that from happening. 

At 64 the Vietnam War begins, and it 
doesn’t end for many years. Four million 
people die in that conflict. As you turn 
75, the Vietnam War finally ends. Think 
of everyone on the planet born in 1900. 
How do you survive all that? A kid in 
1985 didn’t think their 85-year-old 
grandparent understood how hard 
school was. Yet those grandparents 
survived through everything listed 
above.  

Perspective is an amazing art. Let’s try 
and keep things in perspective. Let’s be 
smart, help each other out, and we will 
get through all of this. In the history of 
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the world, there has never been a storm 
that lasted. This too shall pass. 

Aileen and John Orme 
Lockdown unfortunately is still with us 
in Dukes Drive and has prompted a 
completely different way of living!  We 
have set up a book and puzzle library on 
a table in the garden. We had to isolate 
them for 72 hours when they were first 
given and any that have been returned 
or donated since we do the same.  

 
It was an experiment which has turned 
out to be a great success. Obviously, 
they are packed away at night in a 
bench and on wet days do not see the 
light of day!   

This has encouraged our residents and 
friends to meet each other and of 
course socialize at a safe distance in our 
communal garden.   

We have a Keep Fit regime; residents 
who prefer not to leave here have been 
encouraged to walk around our grounds 
- six times equals one mile!!  In some 
ways this will be a pleasant memory, but 
we cannot but hope for better times to 
come.   

Aileen & John Orme 

 

Church Bulletin Board 

The following allegedly appeared in 
church notices somewhere. 

§ The Rector will preach his farewell 
message, after which the choir will 
sing ‘Break forth into joy”. 

 
§ Don’t let worry kill you off – let the 

Church help. 
 
§ This evening at 7pm there will be 

hymn singing at the park opposite 
the church. Bring blankets and come 
prepared to sin. 

Many more where these came from! 

God’s Acre 

 
I was struck by this notice at Weybourne 
in Norfolk. It’s a pity so many caveats 
were necessary, but it is surely right to 
encourage passers-by to visit our 
churchyard, even if they rarely step 
inside the church. 

Nigel 
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Obituary 
 
Brian Thomas Cartner Small 
1932 – 2020 
 

 

rian Small passed away on 20 July 
2020, six weeks after the death 
of his beloved wife Veronica. 

He was born in Liverpool and educated 
at Kirkham Grammar School before 
going to St John’s College, Cambridge to 
study Law. 

Moving to Leicester, Brian became a 
partner in Frisby & Small, Solicitors in De 
Montfort Street. 

Brian had played rugby for Cambridge 
University and joined local club 
Westleigh before joining Leicester 
Tigers in 1954. He made 158 
appearances for the Club as a full back (I 
remember watching him play). He 
continued his relationship with the club 
through his life and was a valued  
President in 1989 - 1991.  Brian also 

played cricket for Leicester Ivanhoe and 
enjoyed a competitive game of squash. 

Among his many interests and 
contributions to public life, Brian was a 
Founder Patron and Governor of 
Leicester Grammar School. He was 
involved in the formation of Leicester 
Housing Association and in 1977 was 
appointed MBE. 

After his marriage to Veronica in 1961, 
Brian was persuaded to join the choir of 
St Mary’s Knighton, where his father-in-
law, Colin Holyoake, was organist and 
choirmaster. Brian was willing and able 
to participate in parish plays - and in 
Noye’s Fludde took the part of God!  

Brian’s commitment to St Mary’s and 
the parish/benefice of Knighton was 
deep and lasting. An assiduous member 
of the PCC for many years, Brian often 
livened up the Parochial AGM with 
some pertinent questions and remarks, 
backed up by his invaluable legal advice. 

Brian and Veronica were devoted 
parents of three children, Helen, Judith 
and Stephen. Six grandchildren have 
been grateful for their considerable 
loving care and attention. 

I have enjoyed Brian’s friendship over 
50 years, sharing a love of sport, parish 
life and walking holidays in 
Pembrokeshire. 

We will all miss his sense of humour - 
although most of his jokes were not 
repeatable! 

Michael Kirk 

 

B 
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Features 

§ Letter from Beirut  
Margaret Bonney writes: Some of you will know that my youngest daughter, Christine, 
has been living and working in Beirut over the last year.  She came home on leave during 
July, and shortly after her arrival in Leicester, there was a tremendous explosion in 
Beirut.  She has now returned to the city, and this is her account of life there.  

eturning to Beirut this week, at first it is hard to see the real effects of what has 
happened here. A huge explosion on 4th August razed much of the port and 
surrounding area, killing around 180 people, injuring 6500 and damaging an 

estimated 200,000 homes and 15,000 businesses. The explosion was felt as far as 
Cyprus and was reportedly the equivalent of a 3.3 magnitude earthquake. Friends and 
colleagues described how, within seconds, the city was transformed into a warzone. 
The cause and details of the explosion are still unknown, and it is widely accepted that 
they will always remain so. Many people feared the explosion was the start of an aerial 
attack (in fact many said they heard a warplane immediately before the explosion) and 
the psychological effects of this have persisted. 

After the explosion came an 
outpouring of support from Lebanese 
people across the country. In typical 
Lebanese style, strangers helped each 
other out. People came from across 
the country to Beirut in order to 
sweep glass from the streets, survey 
the damage and help people to 
rebuild their homes, taking risks in 
order to do so as the side effects of 

the blast were still unknown. What was most clear, and shocking, was the lack of 
coordinated government response.  

Almost a month later, because of the work of ordinary people, grass-roots movements 
and NGOs, much of the damage is no longer visible at first glance. When looking closer, 
glass fragments still litter the streets and most buildings have lost some or all of their 
glass windows. Signs have fallen down, roofs have caved in. In areas closer to the port 
the destruction is much more severe, and buildings do not exist in the same way as 
before.  

The impact of what has happened in Beirut, and in Lebanon, is much deeper. Aside 
from the pain of losing loved ones, lost buildings and culture, the lack of information 
about the incident and lack of accountability is also very scarring. The explosion 

R 
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compounded an economic collapse and political upheaval that already drastically 
increased poverty levels.  

The Lebanese, descendants of the ‘Phoenicians’, often associate this word with the 
Phoenix. Like the phoenix, they ‘rise from the ashes’ and adapt despite the myriad 
difficulties they have faced. Now, many are saying they do not want to be the phoenix 
anymore, they cannot recover from yet another tragedy this big.  

The huge explosion caught the attention of the world media and many people were 
moved to help and donate to Lebanon. As the attention fades and Lebanon has to 
adapt to a new reality, help is needed more than ever. If you are moved to help, I 
recommend the following: 

Donate to local groups and fundraisers: (please note I am not associated with any of 
these, but I have heard they are doing good work on the ground) 

- https://www.givingloop.org/offrejoie  
- https://livelove.org/donate 
- https://www.beitelbaraka.org/ 

Give to the Lebanese Red Cross, who are vital in providing emergency health services 
as well as the ongoing COVID-19 response in Lebanon.  

https://donate.redcross.org.uk/appeal/beirut-emergency-appeal 

Donate to the organisation I work for, Jesuit Refugee Service, who will be distributing 
aid and providing psychological support to families in one of the areas most affected 
by the blast. https://jrs.net/en/donate-beirut/ 

Thank you!!! 

Christine Bonney 

Regional Advocacy and Protection Officer 
Tel: +961 1 332 601 │Skype for Business: christine.bonney@jrs.net 
Jesuit Refugee Service │ MENA Regional Office, Beirut, Lebanon. 
 

§ I like what I like - not always what I understand 
 

here have been many times in my life where something from 'the arts' came my 
way unexpectedly. I became speechless with what I could describe as the 
'beautiful', and which had a profound effect on me. 

To add to the 'mystery', these were times when I often didn't understand how the 'art' 
was formed, but I just knew it was 'right' and 'how it was meant to be.'  

T 
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Three examples from the world of music illustrate.  

Firstly, during a history of music lecture at University, the 'Fantasia on a 
theme of Thomas Tallis' by Vaughan Williams was played... using, we were 
told, a technique described as 'neo-modalism'. My reaction was floods of 
tears, simply because of created beauty ... whilst at that point, not 
understanding a word about how it was put together, about how the 
sound was created... and not much more about this genius, RVW! 

Secondly, whilst singing with ENO, there were sometimes interludes of dance within 
operas. If I could, I would stand in the wings and watch this art called ballet unfold in 
front of my eyes. I didn't have the first notion of what they were doing or how they 
were doing it, but it was beautiful and looked simply 'right'! 

The last example I do understand a tad more.  

Claudio Abbado, the great Italian conductor 
who died in 2014, took textbook conducting 
to a new level ... and sometimes broke the 
rules! He saw conducting as a democracy, 
allowing his players to express themselves in 
the context of the whole. He suggested that 
above all, his players/singers should listen to 
each other, and play/sing for each other ... 
and then see what transpires! 

With this in mind, in 2003, and with his self-created Lucerne Festival Orchestra, picked 
from the best players in Europe, he performed Mahler's 2nd Symphony, the so-called 
Resurrection Symphony. The talented soloists were hand-picked, the huge choir was 
very well rehearsed by a fine chorus master, the orchestra listened to and played for 
each other. Abbado then became the 'fine-tuner' for everything to come together to 
create one of greatest and most moving performances of all time.  

But even more than that.  

There was something other-worldly about the whole experience, an experience which 
seemed to bring heaven to earth, and as in the best of the arts, the beauty of the 
created revealed the beauty of the Creator. With the most humbling of 'presences', 
Abbado himself became a 'channel for the beautiful'... the beauty of Mahler... but 
more importantly, the beauty of God the Creator Himself. 

Stephen Foster 

(PS ... do listen to the Mahler as above on YouTube or buy the video. Life sometimes is 
never the same again!) 
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§ ‘Kindness in another’s trouble, courage in one’s own’ 
Barry Whitehead considers the exceptional achievements in war and in peace of 
Leonard Cheshire 

eonard Cheshire was both an exceptionally highly decorated Royal Air Force pilot 
and group captain during the Second World War, and a pioneering philanthropist. 
In the course of 100 missions in which he participated, 

he rose from Pilot Officer in 1940 to Squadron Leader in 1942 
and Wing Commander in the same year. When he was 
promoted to Group Captain in March 1943 at the age of 25, 
he was the youngest of that rank in the RAF. 

In September 1944 he was awarded the Victoria Cross, 
usually bestowed for a particularly marked event of bravery, 
but in Cheshire’s case for his behaviour over the course of 
his entire operational career. As the citation said: 

‘In four years of fighting against the bitterest opposition he has maintained a record of 
outstanding personal achievement, placing himself invariably in the forefront of the 
battle.’  

In August 1945 Cheshire was one of the two British observers who (from another 
plane) witnessed the dropping of the second atomic bomb over Nagasaki. The 
experience had a profound effect on his life. 

Although brought up in the Church of England, Cheshire had lapsed and initially after 
the war expressed a lack of faith, but eventually after a period of exploration and 
enquiry, was admitted into the Catholic Church in 1948.  

It was during this immediate post-war period that Leonard Cheshire initiated a number 
of charitable ventures. One of the first of these was the "VIP (for Vade in Pacem – Go 
in Peace) Colony" for veterans and war widows at Gumley Hall, Leicestershire with the 
aim of helping their transition back into civilian life.  

Though this project did not flourish, in 1948 he set up a residential home for disabled 
ex-servicemen at Le Court, a large country house in Hampshire. At the beginning of 
1948, Cheshire heard about the case of Arthur Dykes, who had been one of Cheshire’s 
original “VIP” community and was suffering from cancer. Dykes asked Cheshire to give 
him some land to park a caravan until he recovered, but Cheshire discovered that 
Dykes was terminally ill and that this diagnosis was concealed from him. He told Dykes 
the real position and invited him to stay at Le Court. Cheshire learned nursing skills and 
was soon approached to take in a second patient, the 94-year-old bedridden wife of a 
man who had just been taken off to hospital after suffering a stroke. She was followed 
by others, some coming to stay and others to help. Although Le Court had no financial 

L 
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support, and his situation was financially perilous most of the time, money somehow 
always seemed to arrive in the nick of time to stave off disaster.  

By 1955 there were six Cheshire homes in Britain.  The first overseas Cheshire Home 
was established in Mumbai, India in 1956. By 1992 there were 270 homes in 49 
countries. Each of these ‘Cheshire Homes’, as they came to be called, were similarly 

set up. On 5 April 1959 in Mumbai’s 
Catholic Cathedral, he married Sue Ryder, 
herself the founder of a charity, 
dedicated to the relief of suffering, 
helping people displaced from their 
homes as a result of war, and 
subsequently supporting  people in need 
of palliative and neurological care. 
 
In 1981 Leonard Cheshire was appointed 

a member of the Order of Merit, the exclusive order with only 24 members, ‘For 
humanitarian work in providing residential services for patients with complex needs, 
illnesses and impairments’. In 1991 he was awarded a Life Peerage with the title, Baron 
Cheshire of Woodhall in the County of Lincolnshire. He died in July 1992 in Cavendish, 
Suffolk from Motor Neurone Disease. 

On 25 December 1992 the Queen paid a personal and exceptionally warm tribute to 
him in her Christmas message to the Commonwealth (it may be recalled that 1992 was 
the year the Queen referred to as her ‘annus horribilis’):  

‘I am thinking especially of the Servicemen and women, and the aid workers with them, 
trying to keep the peace in countries riven by strife, and to bring food to the weak and 
innocent victims. They do not have an easy task and they need all the moral and 
practical support that we can give them. Curiously enough, it was a sad event which 
did as much as anything in1992 to help me put my own worries into perspective. Just 
before he died, Leonard Cheshire came to see us with his fellow members of the Order 
of Merit. By then, he was suffering from a long drawn-out and terminal illness.  He bore 
this with all the fortitude and cheerfulness to be expected of a holder of the Victoria 
Cross. However, what struck me more forcibly than his physical courage was the fact 
that he made no reference to his own illness, but only to his hopes and plans to make 
life better for others. He embodied the message in those well-known lines: ‘Kindness 
in another’s trouble, courage in one’s own’. One of his Cheshire Homes for people with 
disabilities is not far from this house, I have visited others all over the Commonwealth 
and I have seen at first hand the remarkable results of his, and his wife’s, determination 
to put Christ’s teaching to practical effect.  Perhaps this shining example of what a 
human being can achieve in a lifetime of dedication can inspire in the rest of us a belief 
in our own capacity to help others.  Such talents and indomitable spirit are not given 
to all of us. But if we can sometimes lift our eyes from our own problems, and focus on 

Sue Ryder and Leonard Cheshire 
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those of others, it will be at least  a step in the right direction, and Christmas is a good 
time to take it.  I hope that this example will continue to inspire us all in the years 
ahead’.    

Barry Whitehead 

Acknowledgements: Imperial War Museum, The London Gazette, Leonard Cheshire Publications: 
Bomber Pilot and Death & Resurrection, BBC re 1992 Queen’s Christmas Broadcast, Wikipedia - 
Leonard Cheshire Disability. 

 
§ A Sad Farewell and then a Welcome 

e said goodbye to our lovely lurcher, Sandie, on Easter Saturday. She had 
been unwell but seemed to rally when offered a small amount of salmon 
for her supper! However, she sadly died in her sleep later that night. She 

was very much part of the family, and came to live with us at the good age of 13 years. 
We had imagined giving her 2 years of happiness 
but in fact it was to be 2½ years. She was a lovely 
pet who settled into the household very smoothly 
and became a firm favourite of us all – she loved 
the visiting children – both ours and others.  

We missed her very much and after 2 weeks were 
ready to re-home another dog. It is amazing how 
we missed the company of Sandie, (we have had 
a succession of dogs for the past 36years), and 
how the house felt very empty without her – 
nobody to welcome you home when you had 

been out and nobody to welcome you down stairs in the morning. 

So we looked on the internet at Leicester Animal Aid (LAA) web site, (where Sandie 
was re-homed from), and saw a lovely Lurcher called Stan. Sadly, for us, he was already 
spoken for and waiting to go to his forever home. So we waited and waited, thinking 
we might have to wait until the end of lockdown – could be a long time. Then suddenly 
there appeared 3 new dogs – Vera, Eric and Lynn. They were all ex-racing Greyhounds 
about 3 years old. We considered their profiles and thought that Vera could be the one 
for us! She was 3 years old but in February 2020 had broken her right hind leg and had 
pins put in. In view of this she needed less exercise than a normal Greyhound and 2 
short walks a day were considered appropriate. 

Vera, Eric and Lynn came into the care of LAA on VE Day, hence their names. Each had 
previously had just a racing name – Vera’s was “Five Alley Diva”. She came to visit us 
at home some days later and made a good impression apart from “christening” the 
duvet bed ready for her in the hall! She returned to LAA at Huncote while we decided 
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whether she was for us or not. Of course - how could we not re-home such a lovely 
girl? So several days later she arrived with her blanket and several soft toys and balls. 
All went well and she slept all night in the hall on her duvet. She did try to get on the 
sofa and to go upstairs but received a very firm put down! She still tries occasionally to 
get on the sofa but knows she will be moved off. 

We have bought her 2 new beds – what she 
considers to be her day bed in the lounge and her 
night bed in the hall! So far so good. There are some 
down sides though as she is keen to chase any small 
animal (It’s inbred) and so trips to the park are 
definitely off. 

So you may see us with Vera in her very fetching 
bright green muzzle walking the streets of West 
Knighton daily. At home Vera continues to learn the 
ropes of the “Stone” household and how to manage when we both go out and leave 
her at home. We can hear her crying sometimes, but we must persist and make her 
anxiety less each time. 

She has done one or two naughty things, but that’s usually our fault as we hadn’t 
predicted what she might do. Vera is led, like many dogs, by her stomach and managed 
to steal half of the Sunday roast a few weeks ago. She dashed out of the kitchen with 
the proceeds and enjoyed her extra meal in the garden. She also, we discovered, likes 
to dig in the garden, so now we have plant pots and bits of wood around the borders 
to deter her. She still tries every now and again, so we have to be vigilant. However, 
the grass - or what remains of it - is a lost cause at the moment. 

All in all, we are delighted to have been able to offer Vera a new home where she can 
be loved and cared for after her rather sole destroying short life as a racing dog. 

Judi and Bernard  

 

Local History 
 

§ Inter-war Knighton: A football personality in our midst! 

t’s amazing what you come across when you’re looking into the history of your local 
streets!  Did you know we had a famous Leicester footballer living at 89 Carisbrooke 
Road from the mid-1920s to the early-1930s?  No? Well, you could be excused 

because his fame came when he left the local club for the bigger stage at Fulham.  I’m 
talking about householder Arthur Collins, described as a ‘professional football player’ 
in the 1911 census.    

I 
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He was born near Chesterfield in 1882, but by 1891, his family had moved to Leicester. 
Arthur seems to have followed in the footsteps of his father Thomas, an engine driver, 
as he became an apprentice to an engine maker. However, his sporting prowess quickly 
overtook things and at the age of 19, he made his professional debut for Leicester, 
playing away to Blackpool on 28 March 1902. He is described as ‘an elegantly 
constructive centre- or left-half’ for Leicester Fosse (as the club was then known). 
Arthur ‘Pat’ Collins played for the club for four seasons: 1901/2, 1902/3, 1903/4 and 
1904/5 when Leicester Fosse was a struggling Second Division side, but his impressive 
performance on the pitch gave him a substantial saleable value.  He was lured away to 
the bright lights of London in 1905, playing for Fulham for 9 years, where he helped 
them to two successive Southern League championships (1906 & 1907), and onward 
into the Second Division. He was a popular football hero, dubbed ‘Prince Arthur’ by the 
Craven Cottage crowd. 

A transfer to Norwich in 1914 was quickly followed by a 
return to Leicester in 1915, where he spent the remaining 
years of his professional career.  He retired in 1919 at the 
age of 37, and lived on in Leicester, marrying Ellen Gertrude 
Clark, a local girl from Wigston, in 1922 and moving into a 
new house in Carisbrooke Road, probably in late 1924 or 
early 1925.  

They gave their house the name ‘Odonell’.  Why?  What’s 
the significance of this name?  We can speculate it was a 
corruption of the Irish ‘O’Donnell’ or a mis-spelling of the 
name of a French perfume!  Any suggestions gratefully 
received!  The house was a standard-plan semi, but the 
Collins added a tool shed in the garden in Sept 1925 and a 
‘motor house’ (posh name for a garage) in July 1928.   

By about 1938 they had left Carisbrooke Road and moved 
to …. Where?  My very helpful contact at the football club, 
the honorary archivist and club historian John Hutchinson, 

shared the club’s ‘official’ version of Collins’ history that he moved to London, and took 
up a career as a master boot repairer, until his death in Tooting in 1953.  His Wikipedia 
entry gives this date of death as well.  But our research leads to a different conclusion.  
We find him and his wife running a pub in Burton upon Trent in 1939!  And we think 
the couple returned to Leicester in retirement – the probate record for Arthur gives 
his address as 106 Broadway Road, where he died at the age of 86 in February 1969.   

‘Prince Arthur’ made 
his name at Fulham. 
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So who’s right?  We’d be very grateful for confirmation of one or the other story of 
Arthur’s life and career.  And if anyone can shed light on what Arthur was doing for the 
rest of his time in Leicester after his 
playing career was over, we’d love to 
hear more.  Was he called upon to 
coach at the football club?  His 
family was steeped in the club’s 
history: his father Tom and his 
brother Harry were both directors of 
Leicester Fosse, so it is entirely 
feasible that he kept his contact with 
the local game alive.  Did he run a 
business in town?  So far, these 
things are a mystery – but perhaps 
when the 1921 census comes out, 
we’ll get some more clues.  And if 
any of you reading this note can tell 
us more about the life and times of Arthur Collins, please do get in touch. 

Margaret Bonney 

Who am I? 
This strange 
figure is 
apparently a 
Sciapod. In 
the middle 
ages, it was 
believed that 
they came 
from Ethiopia 
and used 
their one 

large foot to keep cool in the summer. 

Felicity Cocks found this card in Terry’s 
collection. The carving is to be found at 
the church of St Mary the 
Virgin,  Denningham, Suffolk 

 

 

Thanks from Sue and Paul 
e write to say a sincere 
thanks to everyone in the 
parish who has contributed 

to our leaving present. On Friday 28 
August the Postman delivered us two 
wonderful surprises: a very generous 
gift voucher for John Lewis and a 
beautifully presented booklet of very 
kind thoughts about our time at St Mary 
Magdalen, this on top of the flowers 
and hamper that we had already 
received. 

We will hold a number of very happy 
memories of our time at St Mary 
Magdalen, from cooking and serving the 
Christmas turkey with Maurice Bann to 
my time as Church Warden and Sue's 
time on the Social Committee. We will 
miss the friendship and camaraderie 
that has been built over the last 20 years 

W 

The pub managed by Arthur & Ellen Collins in 
Burton upon Trent, 1939 
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that we have a part of. It was all down 
to Ida Stanyer and Doreen White that 
we joined the church, as they had led 
Laura to be confirmed and, as they say, 
"the rest is history". 

We are now starting a new phase of our 
lives based here in Blundellsands on the 
coast and only half an hour away from 
Laura, Rob and our grandson Ben. Once 
churches reopen up here, we will settle 
on a new beginning. 

We wish you all the best for the future 
in whatever you are doing and hope 
that the parish will go from strength to 
strength. 

Kindest regards  

Paul and Sue Bonnett 

FAREWELL FROM ROS 

I had hoped to say my final goodbye 
personally to all at St. Mary's.  
 
I will miss you all and was happy to serve 
as the churchwarden. From time to 
time, God willing, I will return to 
England for a visit, as my children and 
grandchildren are still living here. 
Hopefully this pandemic will become a 
thing of the past, and we can all get on 
with our lives in the future.  
 
God's blessings are with us all.  
 

Ros Matthew 

 

Services  
For the time being, please refer to the website, latest newsletter or recent emails from 
clergy for up to date details of forthcoming services and guidance on the requirements 
for those attending live services. 

 
Contacts and Who’s Who  
Benefice Ministry Team 
Vicar 
Revd Adrian Jones 
(day off normally Friday) 

 
0116 270 4268 
or 07584 
954414 
 

 
adrian.jones@zoho.com 

Assistant Curate 
Revd Matthew Gough  
(day off normally Friday) 
 

 
07754 961997 

 
Revgough@gmail.com 

Revd Aphro McCullough 0116 283 7887 aphro.mccullough@btinternet.c
om 
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Revd Canon Dr Stephen Foster 07966 376905 safpta6@gmail.com 

Revd Janet Gasper 0116 288 9646 janet.gasper@hotmail.co.uk 

Reader 
Fiona Wingate 

 
07515 752954 

 
Fiona.wingate@talktalk.net 

St. Guthlac’s 
 
Church Wardens 
David Hunt, Tina Jarvis 
churchwardens@stguthlac-
knighton.co.uk 
Parish Administrator 
Jane Wright 
administrator@stguthlac-
knighton.co.uk 
Deanery Synod  
Fiona Wingate 
PCC Secretary 
Lesley Meakin 
PCC Treasurer 
David Hunt 
Sacristan  
Steve Bowyer 
Parochial Church Council 
The Vicar, the Associate Priest, the 
Church Wardens, the PCC Secretary, 
the PCC Treasurer, The Deanery Synod 
representative; and Steve Bowyer, 
Chris Bullough, Yolanda Courtney, Jean 
Gabbar, Peter Lakin, Brenda Lee, Ann 
Swanson, Jane Wright 
Children and Vulnerable Adults 
Advocate  
Tina Jarvis  
Child Protection/Safeguarding Adults 
Co-ordinator 
Anne Hunt  

safeguarding@stguthlac-
knighton.co.uk 
Diocesan Safeguarding Officer  
Rachael Spiers 
0116 2616341  
rachael.spiers@leccofe.org 
Planned Giving Scheme 
David Hunt 
Electoral Roll 
Jane Wright 
Flower Rota    
Cheryl Brewer 
Church Group    
Lesley Meakin 
Youth Group    
Tina Jarvis 
Knighton Players   
David Hunt 
Memory Cafe    
Tina Jarvis 
Community Cafe   
Lesley Meakin 
Tea and Talk     
Tina Jarvis 
Organ studentship co-ordinator 
Yolanda Courtney 
Holbrook Hall Caretakers & bookings 
Mark & Steph  
07525 000 511  

St Mary’s 

Church Wardens  



KNIGHTON BENEFICE MAGAZINE 
 

 26 

Vacancies 
Parish Administrator 
James Gutteridge 
0116 270 2705 
office@knightonparish.co.uk  
Deanery Synod  
Bob Rutland  
David Stanyer  
PCC Secretary  
Nigel Siesage 
07910 850 198 
PCC Treasurer 
David Stanyer 
0116 291 4625 
Sacristan 
David Ardley 
0116 221 9604 
Parochial Church Council 
The Vicar, the Curate, the Church 
Wardens, the PCC Secretary, the 
PCC Treasurer, The Deanery Synod 
representatives; and Angelica 
Amoroso, Mary Britton, Sian Howard, 
Michael Kirk, Andrew Oldershaw, Anne 
Squires and Tanya Willis  
Children and Vulnerable Persons 
Advocate 
John Astles 
07976 391 558  
Child Protection/Safeguarding Adults 
Co-ordinator 
Cora Paul 
0116 367 8954  
Bell Ringers  
Jane Salt 
0116 270 6293 
Planned Giving Scheme  
Lorna Pollard 
0116 270 4272  
Envelope Secretary  
Helen Long 
0116 270 7781  

Electoral Roll 
Eileen McKellican 
0116 270 0714 
Flower Guild 
Deborah Martin 
0116 270 7525  
Magazine Editor 
Nigel Siesage 
07910 850 198 
stmaryknighton.magazine@gmail.com  
Magazine Distribution 
Bernard Stone 
0116 288 1306 
Thursday Morning Club  
Mavis Mason 
0116 229 5760  
Mothers’ Union 
Anne Squires 
0116 210 2504 
Social Committee 
Cora Paul 
0116 367 8954  
Instrumentalists  
Beverley Jarrom 
0116 212 8331 
Sunday Club 
Judi Stone 
0116 288 1306  
Rainbows 
Gill Gates 
0116 220 3643  
Beavers, Cubs and Scouts  
Sue Parsley (Co-ordinator)  
0116 271 6071 
Brownies (Monday)  
Megan Thomas  
07732 042 216  
Brownies (Wednesday)  
Gill Gates 
0116 220 3643 
Guides (Monday) 
Anne Hunt 

The Benefice Magazine 

Articles do not represent the opinions 
of the Parochial Church Council of 
either church. Typographical and other 
errors (and the occasional omission) 
are the Editor’s responsibility.  

The closing date for copy for the 
next issue is 30 September 2020. 

Please send your contributions, 
preferably in Word, to 
stmaryknighton.magazine@gmail.com 
 
Subscriptions 

Due to Covid 19, it is impossible to 
collect this year's subscriptions. In view 
of this, it has been decided to collect 
this year's subscription together with 
next year's in May/June 2021. 

The work the deliverers do is greatly 
appreciated and we offer our grateful 
thanks to them. 
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0116 271 6991 
Guides (Wednesday) 
Gill Gates 
0116 220 3643 
Caretakers & Bookings 
Mark & Steph 07525 000 511 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Can  YOU  play an instrument on your own? 
In a Group – all styles & levels are welcome  

(but not WIND INSTRUMENTS) 
 

To take part in a 
 

Sponsored 
MUSICATHON 

 
Supporting the Spire Appeal 

 
Saturday 10  OCTOBER 2020 

10am  -  4pm  in 
St Mary’s Church Brinsmead Road Leicester 
(subject to changing Government restrictions) 

 
Entry Forms and Sponsor cards available from the 

 Parish Office 
Church Lane Leicester  Tel:  0116  2702705) 

 
 

 

   

St Mary’s 
during the 
first  
Eucharist 
service of the 
pandemic, 13 
September 
2020. 
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Warm praise for help to 
local care homes 
 

t Guthlac’s members and others in 
our Knighton community, with the 
assistance of local councillors, 

raised more than £2,000 in appreciation 
of the dedication of care home staff 
during the pandemic. The following is an 
extract from the report in the Leicester 
Mercury. 

Mr [Jon] Ashworth, MP for Leicester 
South, said: “Special thanks go to the 
curate, the Rev. Matthew Gough, who 
led this fantastic initiative.” 

Mr Gough and his family stood at their 
door on Thursday nights and clapped for 
the NHS. 

But with three care homes in his road, 
Mr Gough decided to stand outside one 
of the homes and clap for the carers too. 

He said: “At that stage, few were talking 
about the hard work and sacrifices 
carers were making. 

Considering the risks carers were taking, 
when I stood clapping on my own, I felt 
convinced we ought to do more.” 

He linked up with Knighton councillor, 
Melissa March, and vicar Adrian Jones 
who agreed to hold a community fund-
raiser. 

… 

With nearly £2,500 raised, each of the 
12 care homes in Knighton received 
£200 to spend as they wish, with some 
care homes using the money for social 

activities such as shopping or a team 
night out over Christmas. 

The Benefice Magazine  

It has been really encouraging to receive 
so many contributions on such diverse 
subjects from readers. Please do keep it 
up. The closing date for copy for the 
next issue is 1 November 2020.  

Please send your contributions, 
preferably in Word, to 
stmaryknighton.magazine@gmail.com  

Articles do not represent the opinions of 
the Parochial Church Council of either 
church. Typographical and other errors 
(and the occasional omission) are the 
Editor’s responsibility.  

Due to Covid 19, it is impossible to 
collect this year's subscriptions. In view 
of this it has been decided to collect this 
year's subscription together with next 
year's in May/June 2021. The work the 
deliverers do is greatly appreciated and 
we offer our grateful thanks to them. 

PLANNED GIVING  
Regular giving is an integral part of our 
church life, supporting our day to day 
costs, ministry and mission. These 
needs are not lessened during the 
pandemic. A good way to achieve this is 
through a weekly envelope or a monthly 
bank standing order as part of our 
Planned Giving Scheme. Scheme details 
can be obtained from the Planned 
Giving secretaries of each parish (see 
Contacts pages).  
 

S 


