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St Mary Magdalen, Knighton 

Minutes of the PCC meeting held on 

Tuesday 3 July 2018 

 

Present: 

Revd Adrian Jones (Vicar) (Chairman), Angelica Amoroso, Mary Britton, Simon Britton, Revd Neil 

Bullen, Revd Dave Hendra, Carolyn Oldershaw, Celia Owczarek, Bob Rutland, Nigel Siesage (Acting 

Secretary), David Stanyer. 

Apologies for absence were received from Rosalind Matthew, Anne Squires and Tanya Willis. 

 

18/22 Prayers and reflection 

 The Vicar led the meeting in prayer and a reflection on Philippians. 

18/23 Strategy: cherishing the past, shaping the future, planting for tomorrow 

The Council resumed its consideration of the strategic issues (minute 18/9 of 3 May refers) 

and considered a paper by the Vicar building on the previous discussion, and setting out 

possible vision, mission and objectives for the Parish. If adopted, these would provide a 

context for everything the Parish considered and undertook in future. 

After discussion, the Council confirmed its warm endorsement of the proposals, and agreed 

that the Vicar should now prepare a leaflet which would incorporate them, for distribution 

later in the summer/early autumn to the whole congregation.  

Action: Vicar 

18/24 Faith for Life 

The Council considered a paper by the Vicar which developed the vision statement – Faith 

for Life - and which built on some of the specific proposals and actions which had been 

outlined in the strategic paper at the previous meeting. The Council concluded as follows in 

relation to these: 

1. Introduction off a non-Eucharistic service of Morning Worship on the third Sunday of the 

month (in place of the existing 10 am service). This was approved for an experimental 

12-month period with effect from September. The PCC emphasised the importance of 

communicating effectively with the existing congregation on the nature and purpose of 

this change; and of finding means of bringing it to the attention of potential new 

churchgoers to whom it was also intended to appeal.  

 

2. Choir procession. It was agreed that in future the choir would take their seats before the 

opening of the service. The altar party and clergy would process as before. 

 

3. Reflective service. It was agreed that there should be a quieter, reflective service on the 

evening of the 4th Sunday of every month. As with the Morning Service, it would be 

important to make this known effectively to potential new participants. 
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4. Provision of Bibles. The suggestion of acquiring more bibles and making them available 

in pews was referred to the Worship and Outreach Group. 

 

5. Establishment of a “Lyfe” Group using discipleship materials from the Bible Society. It 

was agreed that the Vicar should implement this. 

 

6. “Where’s the Good News?” It was agreed that this question should be asked every time 

an event or service was organised. 

 

7. Accessibility Audit. This should be undertaken through the Worship and Outreach Group 

to identify barriers to participation (physical and spiritual) by those with additional 

mobility, sensory or learning needs. 

 

8. Happiness Course. It was agreed that this should be provided by the Vicar during the 

Autumn. 

 

9. Pioneer Children and Families Worker. The Council noted that further work would be 

required before it was brought back for full discussion. 

Action: Vicar 

18/25 Eucharistic Assistants 

 

The list of Eucharistic Assistants for 2018-19 was unanimously approved. It was hoped that 

additional names could be brought forward during the year. 

 

18/26 Finance 

 

1. Parish Gift, 2019. The Council noted that at an earlier informal meeting of several 

members, it had been agreed to recommend that the Parish Gift for 2019 should be 

2.5% greater than the 2018 commitment, somewhat higher than the current inflationary 

assumption. 

Resolved [10 for; 1 abstention]: That the Parish Gift for 2019 be 56,789, an increase of 

2.5% (£1,385). 

2. Parish Gift, 2018. (Minute 18/12 refers) The Council noted a request by the Diocese to 

all parishes for an increase in their previously agreed gifts for 2018, as a consequence of 

an unforeseen shortfall in the Diocesan income.  

Resolved [10 for; 1 abstention]: That the Parish Gift for 2018 be increased by £600. 

Action: Mr Stanyer 

18/27 Floodlighting 

The Council noted that the Buildings Group had recommended work to repair and enhance 

the church floodlighting and to improve security. An estimate of some £12,500 had been 

obtained. Some concern was expressed about the suitability of the quote obtained, and it 

was suggested that some of the work would require a faculty. 
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Council agreed to refer the matter back to the Buildings Group for further enquiries and if 

necessary to obtain new quotations.  

Resolved [nem con]: That the Buildings Group be authorised to apply for a faculty if that 

proved necessary, and then to refer any proposals for expenditure to the PCC. 

Action: Buildings Group/Vicar 

18/28 Friends of the Churchyard 

The Council considered a proposal to establish a “Friends of Knighton Churchyard” as a 

means of addressing the concerns that had arisen following the transfer of responsibility for 

maintenance of the Churchyard to the City Council. It noted that such organisations existed 

elsewhere and had the advantage of encouraging wider community involvement in the life 

of the church. Consultation would be necessary with the Council and with Knighton Wild, 

and it would be necessary to provide clear terms of reference and work towards a PCC 

endorsed Churchyard Maintenance Plan. 

The PCC approved the establishment of the Friends organisation in principle and agreed that 

the congregation should be informed and invited to participate. 

Action: Vicar 

18/29 Minutes of PCC 

The minutes and the confidential minutes of the meeting of the Parochial Church Council 

held on 3 May 2018 were taken as read and approved. 

The rolling summary of action points had not been circulated and would be distributed 

separately. 

18/30 Church dates 

The schedule of forthcoming events was received and approved subject to the need to add 

the midnight Christmas Eve service. 

18/31 Safeguarding 

The Vicar reported on an issue which related to the use of the Parish Centre. A full 

investigation had been held and the matter was closed. 

18/32 Health and Safety 

 There was nothing to report. 

18/33 Sub-Groups 

1. Buildings Group: the minutes of meetings held on 26 April and 14 June 2018 were 

received. The Drop-in Group had requested a reduction in their rent. The PCC approved 

a donation of £60 to the Group and agreed to review its status in future. 

2. Social and Fund-raising Group: the minutes of the meeting held on 23 April were 

received. 

 

 

18/34 Next meeting 
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The next full meeting would be held on Thursday 13 September 2018 at 7.30pm in the 
Narthex.  
 

The meeting closed with the Grace. 
 
 

Signed:  

 

Date: 

 

 

 

 

 


