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ST MARY MAGDALEN, KNIGHTON PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the meeting held on 12th May 2016 in the Narthex. 
 
Present: Rosalind Matthew (Madam Chairman), Simon Britton, Revd Neil Bullen, 

Angela Hunt, Gary Hunt, Patrick Holligan, Susan Holligan, Lorna Kirk, 
Lorna Pollard, Bob Rutland, Nigel Siesage, Brian Small, David Stanyer, 
Doreen White, Revd Canon Dr Stephen Foster (Observer). 

 
Apologies: None. 
 

857 Welcome: Action 
 Madam Chairman welcomed new members to the meeting.  
   
858 Election of Officers:  
 1. Vice-Chairman – during the interregnum Patrick Holligan would continue as Acting 

Chairman with Rosalind Matthew as Vice-Chairman. 
2. Treasurer – David Stanyer agreed to continue as Treasurer and was re-elected for 

a further year nem. con. 
3. Secretary – Simon Britton was elected PCC Secretary nem. con. 
4. Electoral Role Officer – Eileen Mckellican had indicated her willingness to continue 

and was re-elected for a further year nem. con. 
5. Assistant Wardens – Celia Owczarek was re-elected for a further year nem. con.  It 

had not been possible to contact Margot Comer and her re-election was deferred. 

 

   
859 Co-options:  
 Patrick Holligan proposed (seconded by Lorna Kirk) that Mrs Mary Britton be co-opted 

to the PCC as a full member for one year.  Mrs Britton made a valuable contribution to 
the discussions at meetings and acted as music adviser and link to the choirs of St 
Mary’s and St Guthlac’s.  She was unable to stand for re-election in the usual way due 
to having just served a full term of three years.  The proposal was agreed 
unanimously. 

 

   
860 Minutes of previous meetings:  
 The minutes of the meeting of 2nd March 2016 were approved as a correct record. 

The minutes of the meeting of 4th April 2016 were incomplete and would be 
recirculated after revision. 

 
 
Sec 

   
861 Action Points:  
 845(3) Knighton Heritage Panels: comments had been passed to the City Council and 

incorporated in their website and the panels.  The Council were grateful for the 
contribution of the PCC and it was refreshing that the PCC had been consulted. 
845(5) The dates had not yet been added to the church diary. 
846 Support staff had been notified of new salaries. 
846 Pension auto-enrolment was still to be actioned. 
849 The candidates for Parish Architect had been notified of the outcome of the 
interviews.  A meeting had been arranged for 20th May with Richard Brook from Peter 
Rogan Associates to discuss the Narthex floor, pointing of the west face of the church, 
steeple repairs and tower cleaning. 
852 Angela Hunt volunteered to become the Vulnerable Adult Representative.  
(Proposed Nigel Siesage seconded Lorna Kirk).  She would investigate the full extent 
of the role and meet with Cora Paul (Child Safeguarding Representative) to produce a 
written report for the next PCC meeting explaining the role and the revisions to the 
children and young persons’ policy. 

 
 
 
Sec 
 
Treas 
 
 
 
PH 
 
 
 
 
AH 

   
862 Finance – Parish Contribution:  
 The size of the parish contribution for 2017 would normally be considered at the June 

meeting but the Treasurer would not be able to attend that meeting.  Since the 
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abolition of the formula approach It was necessary for each parish to consider 
prayerfully the level of contribution it felt able to make to the growth of the church in its 
own area and across the Diocese.  The Diocese’s budget assumed a 1% increase in 
parish contributions but needed 3% to breakeven.  The video ‘Bigger Church’ featured 
the development of Shepshed Parish as an example of Diocesan financial support.  
The Treasurer reported that the expected budget surplus, before exceptional items, 
was sufficient to fund a 3% increase in contribution.  It was noted that St Mary’s should 
act as a model in the diocese and grow both contribution and income.  The Diocesan 
budget showed that the income growth was predominantly from parish contributions 
and the Diocesan Synod needed to be asked hard questions to justify this.  The 
increase of the parish contribution by 3%, subject to annual review, was proposed by 
Bob Rutland and seconded by Lorna Pollard.    The motion was carried unanimously. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Treas 

   
863 Convenors of PCC Sub-groups:  
 It was unanimously agreed that the following persons should continue as convenors of 

sub-groups: 
Buildings – Patrick Holligan 
Giving – Lorna Pollard 
Finance – David Stanyer 
Social and Fundraising – Michael Kirk 

 

   
864 Review of Easter:  
 The Parish had been well supported by clergy during Holy Week and Easter. 

The number and style of leaflets should be reviewed for future festivals and alternative 
ways of distribution considered.  A more invitational style might be productive.  Despite 
the cost, card was definitely more practical than paper. 

 
 
 
PH 

   
865 Annual Parochial Church Meeting:  
 The meeting had been chaired successfully by the Archdeacon and provided a fitting 

opportunity to thank Judi Stone for her extensive contribution as PCC Secretary.  Judi 
had expressed her deep gratitude for the gifts she had received. 
Future APCMs would be followed immediately by a short PCC to elect officers. 

 
 
 
Sec 

   
866 Curate Ordination 2nd July 2016:  
 Although it would be the first Sunday of July it was decided that the services on 

Sunday 3rd July would consist only of Sung Eucharist at 10:00am at which it was 
hoped the whole Parish would come together to share Neil’s first celebration.  There 
would be no 8:00am Communion or Family Service on that day. 
Neil would ensure that this was announced at the June Family Service. 

 
 
 
 
NB 

   
867 Vacancy Update:  
 The next profile drafting meeting was to be held on 13th May at which it was hoped to 

agree a draft for consultation which would be circulated within a few days.  The draft 
needed to be finalised for the S11 meeting to be held on 24th May at 7:30pm in the 
Narthex. 
Two representatives of the Parish needed to be elected to serve on the selection 
panel.  It was proposed by Gary Hunt, seconded by Nigel Siesage, and carried 
unanimously that the two churchwardens should represent St Mary’s. 

 
 
 
All 
 
 
PH, RM 

   
868 Knighton Wild:  
 A voluntary organisation had approached the Parish with a view to enhancing the 

churchyard as a natural habitat.  It had not been possible to distribute the information 
in advance of the meeting and views would be sought by email. 

 
 
PH 

   
869 Minutes of the Social and Fundraising Group:  
 Volunteers and material were needed urgently to support the Queen’s 90th birthday 

event 10th – 12th June.  Gary Hunt agreed to resource a stand representing local 
government involvement in 2008. 

 
 
GH 
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It was noted that funds held by the Group were by agreement with the Treasurer. 
   
870 SEMP:  
 No meetings had been held since the last report. 

An additional representative was required. 
 
All 

   
871 Health & Safety:  
 1. A letter had been received from the Ministry of Justice stating that no objections 

had been received to the closure of the churchyard, subject to some noted 
exceptions, and the secretary of State would apply to Her Majesty in Council for 
closure of the churchyard.  (For a copy of the letter see minute book.) 

2. Ros Matthew was thanked for making arrangements to remove the trip hazard on 
the altar step.  Further measures were required to complete the work including 
ensuring that the kneelers would not slip in use. 

3. Simon Britton had obtained quotations for cleaning bird droppings from the tower 
above the ringing chamber.  The Parish Architect had been asked for his views. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
NB, RM 
 
PH, SB 

   
872 Children, Pastoral & Vulnerable Adults:  
 A written report would be presented to the next meeting. AH 
   
873 Matters for future discussion:  
 1. After careful consideration it was decided to defer a decision on a proposal to give 

support to a member of the PCC to proceed for selection as a pastoral assistant.  It 
was necessary for St Mary’s to ensure that it had the appropriate support in place 
for such a role and the training necessary although the final decision on any 
individual was a church decision, not any one element.  Stephen Foster agreed to 
prepare a paper for discussion at the next meeting. 

2. It was requested that consideration be given at the next meeting to identify ways in 
which the church could be open at additional times for general access. 

 
 
 
 
 
SF 

   
874 Missing Cross:  
 It was agreed to investigate why the cross inside the Parish Centre had been 

removed. 
 
PH, RM 

   
875 Listed Status of St Mary’s Church:  
 Correspondence from 2012 had been found which indicated that English Heritage 

(now Historic England) had reviewed the official designation of the church and 
reclassified it from grade II* to grade II.  The original designation appeared to have 
been incorrectly interpreted at some stage, possibly by the DAC.  There were 
significant financial implications and the matter would be clarified before the next 
meeting. 

 
 
 
 
 
PH, GH 

   
876 Date and Time of Next Meeting:  
 Tuesday 14th June at 7:30pm in the Narthex  
 Written reports for the meeting must be presented to the Secretary by Sunday 5th 

June. 
 

   
 The meeting closed with the Grace.  

 
 
 
 

Signed:  Date:  

 


