
ST MARY MAGDALEN, KNIGHTON 
 

PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the meeting held at 7.30 pm on 
Monday 12 November 2018 

 
 

Present: Revd Adrian Jones (Vicar) (Chairman), Angelica Amoroso, Mary Britton, Simon Britton, Rosalind 
Matthew, Carolyn Oldershaw, Celia Owczarek, Bob Rutland, Nigel Siesage (Acting Secretary), Anne Squires, 
David Stanyer, Tanya Willis. 
 
 
18/54 Prayers and reflection 

The Vicar led the meeting in prayers and a reflection on Colossians 4. 

18/55 PCC Secretary 

The meeting noted that Mr Siesage had indicated that he would in principle be willing to undertake 

the duties of PCC Secretary on a regular basis, subject to agreement on some of the details. 

18/56 Future Leadership 

The meeting received a paper by the Vicar outlining the development of a leadership team covering 

both parishes in the benefice. The meeting welcomed the approach, and was pleased to hear that 

the Revd Canon Dr Stephen Foster would be a member of the benefice team, with a particular 

association with St Guthlac’s, but with the ability to officiate anywhere. 

It was noted that there was a possibility of the appointment of a new curate to the benefice. 

Further thought should also be given to nurturing the ability of lay persons to lead services – a 

process which was more advanced in St Guthlac’s than St Mary’s. 

The need to identify future churchwardens for St Mary’s was a matter of concern. It was suggested 

that recent experience during a period of some turbulence and two vacancies might have given a 

false impression of the challenges and workload. Steps should be taken to correct this.  

18/57 Friends organisations and churchyard 

With reference to minute 18/37, the PCC noted that an open meeting was scheduled for 20 

November to explore the possibility of establishing organisations of friends, of the churchyard or of 

the church or of both. It remained unclear which approach was likely to be most effective. It would 

be helpful to clarify the options and the strengths and weaknesses of each option for the open 

meeting. 

18/58 Safeguarding 

The PCC recalled that at its previous meeting (minute 18/38 refers) it had noted the Anglican 

Church’s new guidelines on safeguarding. The PCC now carried out its annual review of 

safeguarding policy and procedures, taking into account the checklist of annual reporting for 

submission to the Diocesan Office. It noted that there was now a need to update the required 

training of number of individuals; and that basic recommended training should be extended to a 

larger group. It was agreed that the Youth Group (though based at St Guthlac’s) should be suitably 

referred to in the appendices. 
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Action: Vicar to summarise and present the action points arising from the review process. 

a) Proposed Mrs Willis; seconded Mrs Britton: resolved (unanimously): 

That the policy and procedures for the safeguarding of vulnerable adults be approved; 

b) Proposed Mrs Willis; seconded Mrs Oldershaw: resolved (unanimously): 

That the child safeguarding policy statement be approved. 

18/59 Finance 

The PCC received the financial report and: 

a) noted the current level of planned giving renewal as at 5 November 

b) noted and approved fees increases for 2019 as set out in the Treasurer’s paper, except that 

future policy towards the Leicester High School chaplaincy services should be a matter for 

future discussion 

c) noted the progress of the insurance claim for the former gardener’s store and plans to make 

the area open, safe and presentable.  It was noted that this would represent extra space to be 

maintained by the Council, which might be an issue. Long term options for the space would be 

a matter for further discussion. 

d) noted the current state of the reserves and agreed to the establishment of a group consisting 

of the Vicar, the Treasurer, the Churchwarden, Mr Kirk and Mr Bonnet to consider whether a 

proportion of the reserves should be held in cash in the light of the uncertainties surrounding 

Brexit. 

Proposed Mr Stanyer, seconded Mr Britton: resolved unanimously: 

That the above group have delegated authority to move investment holdings to cash if they felt 

this was the best way of preserving their value in the short-medium term 

e) noted that the new safeguarding terms and conditions for the hire of the Parish Centre had 

been implemented. 

18/60 Transport to church 

It had been agreed that the possibility of provision of assistance with transport to church should be 

considered further at this meeting (minute 18/10 refers). A brief discussion suggested that no 

solutions were readily available, but more research was needed. It was agreed that the Vicar would 

find out what the practice of the Evangelical Free Church, and possibly other parishes, in this 

respect. 

Action: Vicar 

18/61 Christingle 

 It was noted that the Christingle service would be held on 9 December at 3.30pm. 
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18/62 “Children’s corner” 

The PCC agreed to the long term removal of the pew which closes off the south west corner of the 

south aisle – the area used by small children during some services. This would provide for greater 

flexibility of use, but it was not intended to use the space for the serving of coffee after services.  

18/63 Minutes of the PCC 

The minutes of the meeting of the PCC held on 13 September 2018 were taken as read and 

approved. Progress on the action points identified at previous meetings was noted. 

18/64 Sub-groups 

a) Social and Fund-raising Group: the minutes of the meeting held on 1 October 2018 were 

received. 

b) Buildings Group: the minutes of the meetings held on 24 September and 1 October 2018 were 

received.  

18/65 Health and Safety 

It was reported that the alarm for disabled users in one of the church toilets might need 

replacement. There might also be a leak. 

Action: Mr Britton to investigate 

18/66 Next Meeting 

The next meeting was scheduled for 10 January 2019. Members were invited (with the St Guthlac’s 

PCC) to drinks at the Vicarage on 6 December. 

 

The meeting closed at 9.52pm with Grace. 

 

 

 

 

 


