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   It is right and good,                                

our duty and our salvation,                         

to praise you Father,                          

and to celebrate the glory                           

of all your saints. 

 

In Mary Magdalene 
you kindled a fire of love for Christ, 

whose word of healing had set her free 

and transformed her life. 

 

You gave her the courage of love                   

to follow him even to the cross. 

Seeking her teacher after his death, 

she was the first to behold him risen 

from the dead, and the first to 

announce to the apostles his new 

and glorious risen life. 

 

“I have seen the Lord!” 

 

Her words still ring throughout your 

Church, to strengthen faith and 

encourage hope in those who gather 

faithfully for prayer. 

 

May Jesus Christ,  

who finds the saint in every sinner,              

raise and strengthen us,                         

that we too may proclaim                

the good news that he lives today,                  

and so be transformed ourselves                

and bring hope to our world. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

Who was Mary Magdalene? 

 

     Mary Magdalene was a Jewish woman  
     who travelled with Jesus as one of his  
     followers and was a witness to his  
     crucifixion, burial, and resurrection.  
     She is mentioned by name by all four  
     Gospel writers, and in total twelve  
     times, more than most of the apostles. 

     “Magdalene” probably means that she        
     came from Magdala, a fishing town on      
     the west shore of the Sea of Galilee.  
      

Mary is first mentioned in Luke 8, as       
someone from whom Jesus had cast 
out seven demons. Tradition also 
identifies her as the penitent woman 
of Luke 7 who washes Jesus feet with 
her tears, dries them with her hair and 
pours perfume on them. 
 
She then appears again at the 
crucifixion, gathering around the cross 
with the other women when most of 
the apostles have fled (Matthew 27). 
Mary is then the first person to see the 
risen Jesus after the resurrection, 
going to the tomb initially to anoint his 
dead body with spices (Luke 24, John 
20). Jesus calls her by name, restores 
her from her grief and commissions her 
as the first evangelist, to tell the 
others about what she has seen. These 
Gospel accounts confirm the equal 
standing of both women and men as 
the disciples of Jesus, then and now. 
 
Legendary stories tell of Mary 
Magdalene’s continuing mission as the 
first witness to the resurrection; our 
own icon in church is a representation 
of Mary coming before Tiberius Caesar,  
holding an egg as a symbol of new life. 
 
For Christians today, Mary Magdalene 
is an encouragement to 
seek healing and restoration 
from Jesus, to follow him 
wherever that road leads, 
and to boldly share our faith 
as she did: 
 

“I have seen the Lord!” 
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