
No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for 

one’s friends… 

  

This week’s gospel reading are some of the most beautiful 

words we find in the gospels, ‘love one another’. Inspirational. 

They set an ideal for us all. Jesus words allude to his own literal 

laying down of his life for us, his friends, his disciples, those 

who follow him. However, they inform how we too should aim 

to live, if not literally dying for others, at least setting aside our 

own desires and wishes and putting others before ourselves. 

Making sacrifices. 

  

I wonder if like 13 million other members of the nation you 

have been gripped by Line of Duty and its finale last week? This 

intriguing drama set in a fictionalised West Midlands Anti 

Corruption police force, AC-12 has become the BBC’s most 

popular drama running for nine years. I think what has partly 

made it so successful is its basic questioning of morality and 

sacrifice and what motivates decent people to become corrupt. 

The three main anti-corruption characters themselves have their 

own        morality, faithfulness and integrity tested and 

challenged. Most of the  series the spotlight of suspicion has 

focused on one of them as being the elusive mastermind 

codenamed ‘H’ pulling the strings of ‘bent coppers’ and 

organised crime. 

  

Sunday night’s final episode finally revealed the identity of ‘H’ 



(SPOILER ALERT). Fans were on the whole whole bitterly 

disappointed and angry with the writer, Jed Mercurio. ‘H’ had 

been responsible for untold     numbers of deaths and ruined 

lives. Most seemed to expect some       sinister genius 

mastermind exotic James Bond type villain. Instead, it was a 

familiar overlooked character, a mediocre work-shy dullard with 

a thick Brummie accent everyone assumed was too banal to be 

‘H’ at the heart of organised crime and police corruption. 

  

Is not this way with evil and the unholy temptations of life? We 

may think adultery, gambling, drunkenness, drugs have some 

kind of exotic appeal. In reality being in the grip of a vice is 

often grubby and diminishing. Mercurio’s Line of Duty makes 

claim that the root of corruption coming simply from having 

low standards and not caring about basic decency. However, ‘H’ 

does not have the final word. Despite their failings,        

Hastings, Kate and Steve show faithfulness and integrity in their 

loyalty to one another and their job. After nine years of 

witnessing trauma they are debriefed. Kate shares with her 

therapist ‘I don’t know how I would have coped without him. 

Steve has kept me going’. There is nothing  sexual or 

exploitative about their relationship, just pure friendship against 

the odds. A holy truth apparent in sacrificial love.  

  

Few of us will literally be killed for our friends as Jesus was. I 

wonder what we have done which is sacrificial? Church currently 

is opening up. For new freedoms to be enjoyed by all, all have 



to compromise a little of their liberty-distancing, face-

coverings, limiting contact. Even if             individually we may 

not be personally at risk, we do it for one another. We set aside 

our entitlements for the wellbeing of our friends. Can we, 

against the odds, show love and lay down the fullness of our 

lives in   loyalty to others and uphold a holy line of duty? 

  

Revd Matthew 
  

 


