
Agenda item 12. 

 

ST MARY MAGDALEN, KNIGHTON PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the meeting held on 5th September 2017 in the Narthex. 
 

Present: Revd Adrian Jones (Chairperson), Angelica Amoroso, Simon Britton, Patrick 
Holligan, Susan Holligan, Carolyn Oldershaw, Celia Owczarek, Bob Rutland, 
Nigel Siesage, Brian Small, Anne Squires, David Stanyer, Tanya Willis. 

 
Apologies: Mary Britton, Revd Neil Bullen, Rosalind Matthew 

 
17/27 Reflection: Revd Adrian opened the meeting with a reflection on Matthew Chapter 14: 

after the feeding of the five thousand. 
 

   
17/28 Welcome: Revd Adrian welcomed new members to the meeting and invited members 

to introduce themselves. 
 

   
17/29 Doing the Everyday Better:  
 The list of suggestions of small changes which might make church activities more 

welcoming or smoother to operate was reviewed. 
 

a) Potties and child seats in all toilets – done.  

b) Amnesia Sunday – this would take place on 17th September; to be announced on 
10th September.  Volunteers were required to assist with the name badges. 

 
Vicar 

c) Vicar to wear name badge regularly. Vicar 

d) PCC photograph board – photographs required and location for display to be 
considered by the Buildings Group as part of the review of the Narthex/west end of 
church. 

 
PH 

e) Clearer instructions on when to stand or sit during services to be incorporated in 
services - ongoing. 

Clergy 

f) Tidy up and reorganise notice boards in Parish Centre – Anne Squires volunteered 
to arrange in collaboration with users. 

AS 

g) Rethink policy on quiet on entering church for services – done, no further action.  

h) Review welcoming to church at services to make it less intimidating – further 
discussions with sidespersons required. 

Vicar, 
PH,RM 

i) Provide a bowl of water in the churchyard for dogs – done.  

j) Aim for uplifting end to services - often a matter of perception, ongoing. Vicar, 
MB 

k) Provide photographs and list of contacts for organisations – list already in 
magazine. 

 

l) Update and review content and arrangement of church website – see minute 17/35.  

m) Maintenance of churchyard concerns – see minute 17/36.  

n) Fully open Narthex doors after main services - Narthex doors fully open before and 
after services and relocate tables. 

PH, 
RM 

o) Relocate refreshment table to area near font – trial by refreshments team. CP 

p) Provide a ‘New Worshiper’ welcome pack – Worship and Outreach Group task. Vicar 

q) Clear wallet fixed to pews to contain envelopes etc. – Buildings Group to consider. PH 

r) Provide refreshments/breakfast before or between Sunday morning services – 
Worship and Outreach Group task. 

 
Vicar 

s) Consider obstruction caused by wheelchairs and pushchairs both sides of main 
aisle – Buildings Group to consider. 

 
PH 

t) Invite hymn suggestions for one annual Sunday service – consider suitable date. Vicar, 
MB 

In order to progress some matters it would be helpful to convene the Worship and 
Outreach Group.  Revd Adrian agreed to ensure that all those responsible for actions 
were notified.  It was agreed that a sidespersons meeting and training session would 
be helpful. 

 
Vicar, 
PH,RM 
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17/30 Report from PCC discussion on 2nd September:  
 A further special PCC session was required before Christmas to explore some of the 

other issues observed by Revd Adrian during his first few months.  It was also 
appropriate to start involving the wider congregation in the consideration of the future 
of the parish whilst demonstrating sensitive but timely progress. 

 
 
Vicar 

   
17/31 Safeguarding:  
 A report on activity during the past twelve months was received from the Safeguarding 

Co-ordinator.  A meeting had been held with the Revd Adrian and a review of the 
policies, procedures and processes would be reported to the PCC in November. 
An additional first aider was required to deputise for Dr John Astles.  General first aid 
training was required for a number of groups together with publicity for the named 
persons in church and the newsletter.  Tanya Willis volunteered to deputise for Dr 
Astles. 
It was noted that the majority of the DBS certificates were in the process of being 
updated.  Only Cora Paul, Mary Britton, Jane Salt and Teresa Bowdrey were currently 
certified.  It was noted that the Diocese is moving towards a policy that those 
distributing communion at home be authorised as Pastoral Assistants and therefore 
automatically DBS checked.  However it has been recognised that in many parishes 
this would need to be phased in over time. 
Training was available to parishes at C1 level for all members of PCCs and other 
relevant groups with higher levels of training provided to persons in authority.  Suitable 
training was required for St Mary’s as soon as possible. 
Thanks were expressed to Cora for her work as Safeguarding Co-ordinator. 

 
 
Vicar 
 
 
TW 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CP 

   
17/32 PCC half yearly management accounts:  
 The Treasurer highlighted a number of salient points from the management accounts 

at the end of June.  Total regular giving was below budget and, together with lower 
than expected sundry income, total income was likely to be below budget although the 
impact of the forthcoming renewal programme was uncertain. 
Expenditure was also lower than expected with a modest reduction in spending on 
music and other items that were not spread evenly throughout the year. 
Overall it was expected that the total balance should be approximately on budget. 

 

   
17/33 Insurances:  
 The Treasurer reported on the insurance renewal process.  The option of a second 

insurer (Trinitas – part of Aviva) had introduced an element of competition to the 
process and resulted in a detailed review of claims history and other risk factors. 
The recent break-in to the vestry had resulted in an agreed claim for £3,740.  It was 
noted that all valuable items must be kept in the safe in future.  Advice was now 
awaited from the police on any further appropriate measures which might be required.  
The existing insurer (Ecclesiastical) and Trinitas were aware of the condition of the 
spire. 
Since some information was still awaited it was proposed by Nigel Siesage, seconded 
by Tanya Willis and unanimously agreed that the final decision on which insurer to use 
should be delegated to the Buildings Group which was due to meet on 8th September. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PH, 
Treas. 

   
17/34 Request for financial assistance from the Community of Grace:  
 The PCC noted a request from the Community of Grace (CofG) for funding to assist 

with repairs to their building.  It was agreed that since the CofG was not on the list of 
agreed organisations supported by the PCC it was not appropriate to make a direct 
financial contribution.  However, the parish supported the objectives and work of the 
CofG and made regular donations in kind to help the community.  It was agreed that 
the request should be publicised to the congregation to enable personal donations to 
be made.  The letter and list of requirements would be published on the church notice 

 
 
 
 
 
 
SB, NS 
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board and an article prepared for the newsletter and magazine. 
   
17/35 Church Website:  
 It was noted that the church website was in need of updating: some aspects were 

overly wordy, there were a number of gaps and the style was out of date.  However, it 
was extensive compared with some churches thanks to Patrick Holligan and the Parish 
Administrator.  Although able to mount material they were not responsible for all of the 
content.  The church diary was now largely accurate.  Although all PCC minutes since 
May 2016 were available other material such as weekly newsletters and past parish 
magazines could usefully be archived on the site. 
It was noted that the existence of the website could be better publicised including on 
the external notice boards. 
It was agreed that the post of webmaster/editor should be advertised within the 
congregation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PH 
 
Vicar 

   
17/36 Churchyard Maintenance:  
 The PCC believed that the Leicester City Council was legally required to maintain the 

churchyard to the same level as at handover including: health and safety, paths, trees, 
railings, hedges and grass but not areas within graves.  This was clearly not taking 
place: the yew trees were neglected, grass cutting was not taking place every three 
weeks, the arisings were not being cleared, trees and hedges were not being 
maintained and now becoming a problem for neighbours including the owners of Oram 
Cottage.   
The former church gardener had volunteered to work with Knighton Wild and LCC to 
maintain the Garden of Remembrance but clear guidelines as to what was permitted 
as set out in the 2014 Diocesan Churchyard Regulations needed publicising to families 
and urgent action to rectify contraventions in order to reduce safety hazards. 
Knighton Wild was working hard to create a wildlife habitat in a form agreeable to the 
PCC and in support of their application for recognition by the RHS.  A management 
plan for the churchyard would be considered by the Buildings Group at its next 
meeting. 
The PCC requested that the LCC be requested again to provide the promised service 
level statement following which consideration of the maintenance of graves should also 
be reconsidered. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PH 

   
17/37 Faculty for memorial:  
 An application to modify the memorial to Margery Blanche White Mills and Harold 

Richard Mills had been received.  The proposal was to insert a block of stone 12”w x 
9.5”d x 8.5”h in the centre of the grave including an inscription ‘Loving Memories – 
Margery Blanche White Mills Set 1919 – July 2016 Loving Daughter of John and 
Gertrude Hunt – Harold Richard Mills Dec 1924 - Sept 2016 Husband to Margery’. 
Support for the memorial was proposed by Revd Adrian, seconded by Patrick Holligan 
and passed unanimously by those members of the PCC still present (12 out of 16). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Vicar 

   
17/38 Bishop’s Lay Congress:  
 It was noted that the Bishop’s Lay Congress would take place on 11th November.  This 

event was open to all non-clergy.  Further details would be distributed when available. 
 

   
17/39 Minutes of PCC meetings:  
 The minutes of the meetings held on 27th June were approved as a correct record.  
 921    Investigation of Knighton Ward community grants was deferred pending further 

proposals for the refurbishment of the Parish Centre.  Now with Buildings Group. 
 

945    Repointing of the west end of church completed.  

978    The report on attracting students had been referred to the Development – 
Worship and Outreach Group. 

Vicar 

979    Open church. Further dates agreed for September.  
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17/11 Renewal of Diocesan Gift – diocese notified.  

17/12 Appointment of Eucharistic Assistants – completed.  

17/13 Purchase of replacement chairs for Parish Centre – delivered.  Old ones 
disposed of at £1 per chair to St Guthlac’s PCC. 

 

17/14 Amend terms of reference of Development – Worship and Outreach Group – 
Completed. 

 

17/16 MU to consider co-ordination of Christingle service - under discussion. PH, AS 

17/18 Use of Parish Centre by a Buddhist group.  Group informed of requirements but 
no decision. 

 

17/19 Use of Narthex and rear of church – referred to Buildings Group for proposals. PH 

   
17/40 PCC and Standing Committee dates:  
 The PCC noted the proposed meeting dates for 2018. All 
   
17/41 Church dates:  
 The PCC noted the updated schedule but requested that the Christmas and Crib 

Service dates be added. 
Sec 

   
17/42 Youth Group:  
 The PCC noted the grant of £50 paid to the group.  
   
17/43 Minutes of Sub-committees:  
 The minutes of the Social and Fundraising Group of 17th July and the Giving Group of 

23rd August were noted. 
 

   
17/44 Matters for future discussion:  
  Extended agreement with Knighton Wild. 

 HLF bid for funding to repair the spire. 

 A review of major festivals at an appropriate time to enable changes to be 
implemented with the possible assistance of a small planning group. 

 

   
17/45 Date and Time of Next Meeting:  
 Tuesday 21st November at 7:30pm in the Narthex  
 Written reports for the meeting must be presented to the Secretary by Sunday 5th 

November. 
 

   
 The meeting closed with the Grace.  

 
 
 
 

Signed:  Date:  

 


